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Edison Park Lutheran Church
6626 N. Oliphant Ave., Chicago, IL 60631
www.edisonparkchurch.com 773773-631631-9131
EPLC Worship Times
Saturday 5p
Sunday 9a & 10:30a
Sunday School 9a
A Message From Pastor Kegel
Dear Friends,
Carlos spent every night in a church gym which serves as a homeless shelter after an injury he suffered during, as he put
it, “his war years living on the streets of Atlanta.” After the guests come to the shelter, pick up a cot, sign up to shower or
see a doctor, a meal is served and a blessing given by one of the homeless guests. One of them volunteers to lead the
prayer and call upon the One who blesses us with daily bread and to offer thanks for a meal and warm place for the
night.
Agnes Norfleet recalls meeting Carlos the night he volunteered to say grace. She writes, “Inspired by God knows what,
his became a very long prayer. Carlos began to thank God for the weather on that clear February evening and for the
early signs of spring. He thanked God for the city park where he spent the day and for the jobs that fellow homeless had
recently secured. He thanked God for the church, for the shelter and all the volunteers. He prayed for the sick and the
dying who live on the streets. He prayed for peace. He prayed on and on and on and on while the meatloaf and potatoes and peas were getting colder and then finally he prayed for those who were thinking that his prayer was too long.
When he finally blessed the food, from all those assembled erupted a long anticipated and resounding, ‘Amen!’” Norfleet
then met Carlos at the coffee and kidded him about his very long prayer. “You really love the Lord, don’t you Carlos?”
And he responded quite seriously, “My love for the Lord is all I’ve got.”
Most of us have many other things than just our love of the Lord. We have food and clothing, home and family, daily
work — all the things we need for a rich and satisfied life. Of course we worry and fret about the future, about our children or parents, about finances, about our country. We are often so wrapped up in the business of the moment or our
cares and worries that we forget the Lord, forget to be thankful.
November is our month to give thanks. We celebrate Thanksgiving with food and football, family and friends and I hope,
time to give God thanks for all the blessings we have received and pray for blessings to come. This November is also a
time to vote and to give thanks that we choose our government officials. Give thanks that we can elect those who will
serve us, the people of this city and county and state. This November is also a time to remember the blessings we have
received at Edison Park Lutheran Church, a congregation over ninety years old witnessing to the love of Christ in this
neighborhood. We have scheduled November 11th as Commitment Sunday — time to recommit ourselves to support
this congregation and the wider church, not with pledges seen by other members, but a commitment to God and
known only to ourselves. We have been richly blessed and we give thanks. We have been blessed to be a blessing.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote in Life Together, “Only those who give thanks for the little things receive the big things. We
prevent God giving to us the great spiritual gifts God has in store for us, because we do not give thanks for daily gifts.”
Give thanks. Love the Lord.
In Christ,
Pastor Kegel
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Church Office Hours
8:30a-10:30a—Sunday
8:30a-3p — Monday through Thursday
8:30a-12:00p—Friday
Office will be closed on Friday, November 23rd

Prayer Requests (as of 10/28/18)
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Rich Bake (John Cherry’s cousin)
Karen Bartel
Viola Collins-Brown
Elizabeth Creasy
Karen Dwyer
Amanda Dymbroski (Phil Mauro’s niece)
Rob (Lynn Freitag’s brother)
Baby Wyatt Gibson (Julie and Bob Walters grandson)
Audrey Graser
Sal Greco
Mary Hanson
Roxie Hays
Norma Johnson
Cindy Juarez
Les Kinney
Martina Lance (Barb Sanders friend)
David Lawrence
Gloria Leonard
John Lund
John O’Malley (John Cherry relative)
Harry Noice (Jennifer Nelson’s brother-in-law)
Kim Piskorowski
Sandy Placko
John Rose
Richard Sears
Christine Smith (Phyllis Bober’s granddaughter)
Clarice Smoot (Marilyn Baalson’s sister)
Virginia Sorensen
Kenny Thuman
Mary Verschoor
Amy Vullmahn (Arlene’s niece)
David Wetzel
Payton Williams (Barb Williams’ granddaughter)
Richard Whitney
Rick Zawada

Baptism
Jazmyn Elizabeth Julia Sanchez

Memorials
Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the following:
In memory of Chuck Doud to the Foundation from John
and Susan Klaes, Gary Duszak and Barbara Smith.
To the General Fund from Barbara Stewart, Marc
and Kathy Erlandson, Wayne and Debbie Oberschelp,
Gladys and Lachlan Stewart, Marlene Lessner, Allen and
Beverlee Tebockhorst, Kathleen and Alan Schmuttenmaer,
Alice and Kenneth Kosnik, Karen Stone and Donna and
Stnley Catlett
In honor of Virginia Sorensen to the General Fund from
Craig Sorensen and Michael White.

Ushers & Altar Care Are Needed
We are in need of people to usher at both the 9a &
10:30a services as well as altar care. Please see Mary or
Judi at the Welcome Center or in the office for details.

Edison Park Post 541 of the
American Legion along with
the Sons of the American Legion Squadron 541 will hold a
Veterans Day ceremony
on Sunday, November 11,
2018 at Monument Park 6679
North Avondale Ave., Chicago,
Illinois, 60631 starting promptly
at 10:30 am. This is open to the
public and all are encouraged to help us remember all our
Veterans who served in defense of our freedom.
_______________________
Please contact Pastor James Kegel or Deacon Carole Edwards when you are hospitalized or whenever you would
like a visit. If you would rather not have a visit, we would
still appreciate the opportunity to pray for your healing.
We’d love to visit you in your home, or meet you somewhere for coffee anytime. Please let us know you would
like a visit.
We have a great pastoral care team consisting of Pastor
Kegel, Deacon Edwards, Stephen Ministers and many others who are eager to visit when there is a specific need, or
just for conversation.
Call Pastor James Kegel at 773-631-9131 ext. 226 or Deacon Carole Edwards at 773-580-3617.
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Notes From the Council President

Council Updates:
• Call Committee has been appointed by Council and has begun meeting. The following people are serving on the
Call Committee: Joe Bartel, Rev. Scott Castello, Phyllis Doyle, Vicki Evers, Synoma Hays, Joey Killmer, Mike Pancotto,
and Julie Rose-Skifano.
• Stewardship letters have been mailed. The commitment is between you and God. Please prayerfully consider your
support of our ministry.
• New Membership Directory is available at the Welcome Center.
• Council has begun conversation with Hope Lutheran Church, West Des Moines, IA to explore the idea of streaming
their mid-week service at EPLC.
• Council will be working on the 2019 budget.
Thank you for your prayers and support for EPLC. Feel free to call with any questions.
Carolyn Nasheim, Council President

From the Treasurer

We have had many property projects that have taken place this summer, some expected
and some were big surprises. The council has been very deliberate with the expenses that we have taken on but we
have still had to invest quite a bit more than we had hoped. Because of that we have had to ask for more help from the
Foundation than we would have liked. Along with that we have had to replace a music director and now we are embarking on a call committee to look for our next Senior Pastor. Thanks to Pastor Kegel for taking the position of interim
pastor to guide us through this process. And also thanks to Sarah (our new Director of Worship & Music) and Jeff (our
new choir director). It is exciting to see the children’s choir becoming a part of the services already. Thanks to the Foundation for their help and the success that they have had as well. They have gifted the church $165,000 so far this year.
Without their help we would have had to make cuts that would have been unsustainable. The mission of this congregation has been to look outwards and to help others. I think we have answered God's call in this respect. At this time of
the normal stewardship process of the church I am asking all of us to look at our giving and understand that we have to
look at all the things that we are accomplishing together and try to reduce the shortfalls that we are having every year.
Prayerfully Submitted,
Wayne Ammentorp
Treasurer

September Income

YTD Actual Income

YTD Budget Income

September Shortfall

$41,683.00

$344,111.00

$396,640.00

-$17,709.00

September Expenses

YTD Actual Expense

YTD Budget Expenses

YTD Shortfall

$53,973.00

$539,537.00

$531,640.00

-$195,426.00

A Message From the Deacon
Dear Friends, When we lose someone dear to us, we painfully realize that tomorrow is not a guarantee for any one of
us, whether we’re young or old, healthy or in failing health. But as believers in Christ, we know that the grave is not the
end. The final chapter of our lives is not failing health and death, but rather the resurrection to life everlasting.
On All Saints Day weekend, November 3rd and 4th, we will read 57 names of those who have died this past year, and
were buried through the ministry of EPLC. We will light a candle and ring a chime in their memory. It’s a time of prayer,
thanksgiving, and remembrance. Some of these names will be familiar to you, and some will not. In addition to officiating at services for members, we officiate at services for family members, and former members, and we minister to families from the community in their time of loss. Many of these families have begun worshipping with us on a regular basis
and have found EPLC to be a warm, welcoming community where they feel comfortable, and have found a place to
nourish their faith.
All Saints Day gives us a time to especially remember, and give thanks for, all of our loved ones and friends who are
home with God. We light a candle in their memory and reflect on all the ways our lives have been touched by them.
May we always remember that we are the beloved children of God, that He loves us beyond measure, and we are saved
by grace. We can walk day by day in the knowledge that nothing, not even death, can take away the love and grace of
God.
I’ve been privileged to be with several people as they faced death. It is a very sacred time and I have learned much from
the saints who have gone before us. And I have learned much from the families who walk the path with their loved
ones. It is only our faith in Christ that carries us through these difficult times. I have witnessed that strength in the hearts
of those who have gone before us, and in the grace given to their loved ones. God is faithful, and we can look to the
future with confidence. May we remember that this world is not our home. We’re merely travelers passing through.
As we enter into this Thanksgiving season, we give thanks to God for our many blessings and for his constant provision.
We give thanks for all the people he has placed in our lives that stand beside us as faithful witnesses to the Gospel, and
we give thanks for all the saints who have been called home and now rest with God.
Blessings, Deacon Carole Edwards
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A Note from the Worship & Music Director
Greetings Edison Park Lutheran Church! It has been almost two months since Jeff Lathom and I joined as the new music leaders of your church. You all have been so welcoming to us, and we cannot tell you how blessed and humbled
we are to be serving you in worship.
Our program year is off to a great start! Our Adult Choir has been in action several times during worship, and both of
our children’s choirs--the Hosanna Choir and Cherub Choir--have had a chance to sing in front of you all. Jeff has been
working diligently with our Handbell Choir and we look forward to them playing soon. We are excited to be working
with such wonderful people who have volunteered their time and voices to serve God and this congregation!
Our 10:30am contemporary service is rocking out thanks to musical leadership from Sean Heneghan, Jayne Swanson,
and Rich Johnson. My husband Kevin has also joined us on a regular basis to provide bass guitar, thanks be to God for
that! It has been so much fun to play with this group of musicians, and I know that the congregation is enjoying it as
well when they clap along on the sending song! We love that! We are blessed to be able to meet on a weekly basis
and praise God with our musical talents. Thank you to the praise band volunteers for their time and effort!
We’ve already started thinking and planning for Christmas services, and we’d like to share with you that all the choirs-Adult, Hosanna, Cherub, and Handbells--will be presenting Come to the Manger, a Christmas Program of Lessons and
Carols on Sunday, December 16.
16 There will be one worship service that morning at 10am.
10am We are also looking for volunteers to help us with some speaking parts that Sunday! If you are interested in participating, please contact Sarah
Kovach at skovach@edisonparkchurch.com or leave a note in Sarah’s mailbox at church.
Important upcoming dates:
Sunday, November 4 - All Saint’s Sunday, Adult Choir singing
Sunday, November 11 - Handbell Choir playing
Sunday, November 18 - Combined Hosanna and Cherub Choirs singing
Sunday, November 25 - Special Music by Jeff & Sarah
Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Sunday, December 16 at 10am for the EPLC Christmas Program!
Program
Blessings and peace,
Sarah Kovach

Bible Study Opportunities
+Bible Conversation & Prayer, Sundays 8 am
Meets every Sunday to discuss the gospel in our everyday lives. All are welcome.

+Adult Bible Study, Wednesdays 10:30 am
“The gospel is God’s power to all who believe”
Pastor Kegel leads this group in discussing St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans to
grow in faith and understanding together. The text Lifelight Series:
Romans Part One is used, the cost is $10.

A Midweek Conversation With God
Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 7—
7—6:306:30-7 pm
This week we will be using a method of praying called, Lectio Divina. Will also have
time for specific prayer requests.
"Lectio Divina", a Latin term, means "divine reading" and describes a
way of reading the Scriptures whereby we gradually let go of our own
agenda and open ourselves to what God wants to say to us.

Fall Choir
Rehearsal Schedules
Wednesday Evening
4:30—5:15—ages 3-K
5:15—6:00—1st—6th
7:00p—Adult Choir
7:45p—Praise Team
Thursday Evening
6:00p—Handbell Choir

Wednesday
Community Dinner
4p—7 pm
South Hall
All are invited.
Free will donation.
(No dinner on 10/31)
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Preschool News
Throughout the month of October our preschoolers have been learning about autumn, trees and birds. We’ve read
many stories, done crafts, played outside and even took a field trip to witness the wonder of nature first hand!
* Our STEM session focused on various bird beaks.
* We used beans to create bird mosaics.
* Throughout November the children will be learning about Thanksgiving.

Children’s Ministry News
BLAST

Sunday School Update

Our Cherub BLAST class has been
working hard on projects centered
on “Children of the Bible.” Throughout October we focused on Timothy
and Joseph. We will continue this
theme in November. Join us on
Wednesdays at 5:15-6:00 pm in the
preschool room!

Our Sunday School had its first
“Sensational Sunday”. Our theme for
the year is “Building a relationship with
God”. The first building block we
learned about was FRIENDSHIP. The
children enjoyed games and activities
focused on accepting others and helping others. Our scripture messages were
Genesis 1:26-27 (all humans were created in god’s image), Romans 15;5-7 (God
wants us to live in harmony together)
and Corinthians 12:12-18 (One body
many parts).

Sixth Annual Trunk or Treat a Huge Success!
A big shout out to Jennifer Williams, Children’s Ministry Director, for organizing another great Trunk or Treat event!
And thank you to everyone who decorated a car for the event, giving all the
attendees a wonderful afternoon.

Please have your children join us every
second Sunday of the month for this
special gathering!
Our next Sensational Sunday will be
November 11 and the building block we
will focus on is THANKFULNESS.
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Youth and Family Ministry
Club 3:16 Upcoming events:
Fri 11/2 thru Sat 11/3- Enchanted Castle Lock-in—More
details to follow.

Manna Fundraiser Our next sale will be October
28th, with pick up the next Sunday, November 4th, and
we look forward to seeing you at our regular spot between the North and South Halls. (The final one of the
year will be December 9th.) Thank you for your involvement with this fundraiser, Monika Hemm
(mrgreiff@aol.com; 773-358-8169) and Vickie Nelson
(vnelson14@aol.com; 847-692-5596)
Yankee Candles Consider supporting the EPLC Youth
programs by ordering Yankee Candle products online
(shipped directly to you!) The website is:
yankeecandlefundraising.com; our group number is
999977733. See the flyer at the Welcome Center for
more information. Thanks, Phil Mauro and Monika
Hemm.

Fellowship
Movie Night—3rd Saturday at 6:30 pm
November 17 “All I Want for Christmas”
(Movie Night takes a break in December)

Book Club—2nd Thursdays at 7:30 pm
November 8—The Kind Worth Killing by Peter Swanson,
our October pick, will keep you in suspense from beginning to end. Ted after this chance meeting. Please join us
to discuss the many twists and turns presented in The
Judge by Steve Martini. Judge Amando Acosta is in
charge of a grand jury investigation of improprieties by
the city police union. He wants the union bookkeeper to
testify and threatens to put him in jail until he complies.
Some police union members set up a sting operation and
arrest Judge Acosta for soliciting an undercover policewoman for sex. The plot thickens when that policewoman is murdered. But is Judge Acosta guilty? Let’s find out
together.
.
Men’s Breakfast—
Breakfast—Second Saturdays at 7:30 am
Silver Stallion Restaurant, 1275 Lee St. in Des Plaines.
Casual, good food, good friends, good fellowship!

Outreach
Mission Cookie Sale: On November 18th we will again
be selling Butter Cookies packaged in the handmade card
baskets. Funds raised from this sale go to support Mission
projects. We need help baking and packaging. Please consider baking a batch, or more, of your favorite Butter Cookies to be included in the baskets. Join us in the kitchen on
Thursday, Nov. 15th at 7:00 pm to pack the cookies. If you
are unable to help with packing, you may drop off cookies
in the kitchen prior to 7 pm on the 15th. Be sure to mark
them for the Cookie Baskets! Thank You

Mitten Tree Collection: Help us decorate the Mitten Tree,
located in Norblad Atrium. We will be collecting new hats,
scarves, and gloves again this year so that those less fortunate can keep warm. The collection will start November
24th and continue through New Year’s Day.

Toy Collection for Holy Family’s Little Learners:
Receiving a gift at the Annual Christmas Party is something
the children of the Little Learner's Academy at Holy Family
School look forward to each year. Once again, we have the
opportunity to provide gifts for the Pre-K children this year.
The Welcome Center will have boy/girl nametags for you to
attach to your gifts. The presents should be wrapped
and returned to church by Friday, December 9th. The
amount spent for gifts should be around $15 and should
not include cosmetics, clothing, gift cards, or anything of a
violent nature. Suggestions include Legos or other building
toys, and learning games or activities.
Thank you for considering this request and helping to make
the Christmas Season memorable for the preschool children
at Holy Family School.

Stockings for Night Ministry: Keep an eye on the upcoming announcements for more information on this ministry where supplies are gathered for homeless teens.
This is Jordan Collins-Brown and I am sitting
here reflecting on your continued love, kindness, support and of course my commission
service. I truly Thank You for everything. There
are not enough words to describe the love I
feel inside for you, and you and God will always have my continuous gratitude. So many
things happened during this time and when
my VISA finally came things moved even more rapidly. Yet
sitting here and other moments I think of you and a wellspring of love and gratitude overflows inside. Thank you,
family!! You are in my prayers and heart for always. Please
continue to pray for me and look after my mom. Thank

you. If you would like to email please feel free to do so.
Love and Peace Always,
Member, Servant and Friend
Jordan Collins-Brown
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Return Service Requested
TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL

www.edisonparkchurch.com
Edison Park Lutheran Church
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue
Chicago, IL 60631

All Saints Weekend, November 3/4
Buried through Edison Park Lutheran Church since last All Saints Day. Blessed be the memory of these and loved
ones we light candles for. Members and former members are marked with an asterisk* Spouses or family of members whose services we officiated are marked by two asterisks** Our mission and ministry also reaches beyond
our wall to many neighborhood families whose services we officiated, and those are listed also.

Diana Beseke* + Henry Buerger* + George Doering* + Charles Doud* + Mae Dumas* + Harold Gohl* +
Katherine Grassl* + Eileen Gronwick* + Evelyn Landem* + Sharon Sawusch* + William Sefton* + David
Seibel* + Michael Skopick, Jr. * + Nicole Swanson* + June Vliet*
Gloria Swanson** + Thomas Brubaker** + LaVerne O’Connor** + Gretel Tolemy** + Anna Dodanno** +
Anne Simonsen** + Lucille Gustafson** + E. Frances Ledenbach** + Elien Levander**
Carol Arndt + Mario Bane + David Beckmann + Ursula Blitzner + Neil Borowsky + Judith Cartwright +
Fred Conville + Dorothy Fliszar + Betty Gamble + Neil Gerlach + Harriet Granquist + Patricia Hiller +
Jay Howard + Mitzi Johnson + Shirley Johnson + Ethel Keeran + Scott Kramer + Joseph Kwit, Jr. +
Alfred Lang Jr. + John Monsen + Robert Mueller + Patricia Murnik + Elizabeth Philipp + David Roth +
Linda Scheibel + David Schnur + Betty Lou Skorka + Robert Stockton + Marion Summerhill + Robert Swager +
Michael Williams + Elaine Wise + Siham Zitzler
Those who contributed to, and whose ashes are now resting in our All Saints Memorial Garden.
Henry Buerger + Rose Jones + Katherine Grassl
During worship on November 3rd and 4th, you’ll be invited to light candles in memory of your loved ones.
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