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May News You Need to Now. 

 

Hi Friends,  

Holy Week and Easter was a great time in the life of the church. We had the largest attendance since 

the pandemic started. We had returning members and lots of visitors for our worship services. I 

thank God for the abundance of people growing in their faith through worship. In May, we have a 

few things to celebrate: 

May 7th and 8th is Mother’s Day. We will lift up all women who help raise our children.  

May 7th is also Good Shepherd weekend. LSSI will sponsor a forum on Rainbow Hospice Saturday, 

May 7, 2022, 10:30am to 1:00pm. Our giving that weekend will go to LSSI (Lutheran Social Services 

of Illinois) to help transform lives of our neighbors who are suffering and in need. 

This is also will be the first weekend we will offer communion at the altar through intinction. We will 

continue to offer the communion kits for anyone who prefers taking communion that way.  

We will be needing communion servers as we return to serving communion at the altar. Please    

consider serving in this ministry. It’s really easy and fulfilling. 

May 15th is our Confirmation service at the 9:00 service. We have 6 confirmands who have worked 

hard to learn what living a life of faith is about and we hope and pray they will continue to grow in 

their faith throughout their lives. 

May 22nd is our congregational meeting, where we will talk about the life of the church and the   

repairing our stained glass windows. 

May 29th will be a meet and greet for our new Children, Youth and Family director, Anastazja Machl 

and her fiancé Sean. 

 

It will be a wonderful and busy month! 

 

Grace and Peace, Pastor Joe 
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Karen Voorhees Schaffer 

Marjorie Bajus 

Donna Brady 

Dale Peters 

Lloyd Hanson 

Donald Breede 

Robert Rhodes.  

June Kreplin  

Janet Pica  

Shirley  Little 

Dave Hibbeler 

Are you on Facebook? Be sure 

and “Like”  Edison Park  

Lutheran Church! 

 

 

Church Office Hours                  

8:30 - 2:30 pm Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Fri.  

                8:00 am - 12:00 pm on Wed.  

 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the 

following donations: 

To the EPLC Foundation:   

In memory of Dale Peters, from                                  

Tom & Sally Benson                                             

Barb & Ed Kruse                                                   

Gary Duszak                                                           

Karen & David A. Svendsen  

In memory of Donna Brady,                                

from Barb & Ed Kruse  

 

To the General Fund: 

In memory of Dale Peters, from                                    

Kim Piskorowski 

Deborah B. Oberschelp  

 Robert R. Jendras 

Sally M Schoenfeldt 

Monika R. & Mark E. Hemm 

Charles & Alice Sklavanits  

 Alice and Walter Rybak 

Margot K. Hofman  

Esther C Moky  

Shelley & Graham Schwartz 

Susan Sweeney  

Milton & Milton Margaret Gustafson  

 

Ministries of the Congregation: 

Music Ministry:  

In memory of Dale Peters,                                    

from Margot K. Hofman  

Property Fund:  

In memory of Sharon A. Rose,                             

from Julie A. Rose- Skifano  

Shawn Penge Michael Rix  

Kelly Gaertner Jan Page  

Rob Deanna Aronson Smart  

Cindy Pankow  John  

Olivia  Wayne Dahlberg  

Christine Hamilton  Pandi 

Julian Lee  George  

Al Schafer  Lynn  

Patti Kaage Yauch  John Klaes  

Edith Kedzia   
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Welcome Anastazja Machl our new Director of Children,  

Youth and Family Ministry. 

Anastazja Machl is graduating this May from Loyola University Chicago 

with a double Bachelor’s in Sacred Music and Theology. She pursued     

ministry work because of her love for God and for others. While she        

focused her studies on voice (and answering the “but what will you do 

with those majors” question), she also plays the piano, organ, the          

accordion, and has   experience conducting choirs. Anastazja loves work-

ing with and getting to know others and is incredibly excited to begin 

working at Edison Park Lutheran Church in early June. Anastazja is from 

the northwest suburbs, and is very excited to move to the Edison Park  

area with her fiancé, Shawn. In her free time, Anastazja loves to cook,             

embroider, spend time in nature, and watch the worst quality reality TV 

available.  

 

 

                                                   Meet and Greet on May 29th  

A Message from the Edison Park Lutheran Church Foundation, Inc. 

 

The Foundation continues to supplement the monthly shortfall in giving to the Church in order to 
meet the needs of the Annual Budget. For the first quarter of 2022 we gifted the Church $25,000 
per month. At our most recent Directors meeting, at the request of the Church Council, we voted 
to continue giving the sum of $25,000 per month for the second quarter of 2022. The Foundation 
is doing well considering uncertain market fluctuations and almost non existent interest rates. The 
Foundation is working close with the Church Council to make certain funds will be in place for up-
coming special needs, primarily maintenance on the Church building and our other properties. 
Hopefully, attendance will continue to improve as the Pandemic comes to a manageable and safe 
state. The Foundation will always support the needs of the Church, but we must do everything we 
can to protect the Foundation for future generations. With that in mind, please reflect on how you 
can help the Church become less dependent on the Foundation. Giving to the Church is our Stew-
ardship responsibility, please be encouraged to pray about how each one of us can help.  

 

In Service to the Lord, 

The Board of Directors, your Brothers and Sisters in Christ  
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A Message from the Deacon  

After two long years, it almost felt back to normal to see a full church on Easter! 

For some, it was their first time back since the pandemic began. It was wonder-

ful to see all who could be here! And it was a great time of fellowship at the 

Easter breakfast. 

 

So many of you commented on how happy you were to see the Easter cross! And many took      

family pictures in front of the cross following the services. This is a much loved tradition at EPLC. 

The cross is made from the last real Christmas tree we had in the sanctuary. Beginning with Ash 

Wednesday, and continuing through Lent and Holy Week, it stands bare inside the altar rail. For 

Easter, we decorate it to celebrate the Easter victory! And after the Easter services are over, we     

display the cross outside on the steps as a reminder to the community that Christ has defeated 

death forever! 

 

Thank you to Lynn Freitag,  Alice Rybak and Heidi Koenig who gave their time to decorate the 

Easter cross. And thank you to council members Joe Bartel , Phyllis Doyle and Kathy Wendorf for 

contributing toward the cost of the flowers. 

 

Thank you to Tammy Schultz, Melinda Reyes and Cindy Davies for hosting the beautiful Easter 

breakfast! It was a great opportunity to connect with friends! 

 

He is Risen! He is Risen indeed!  

Deacon Carole 
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Trivia Night on April 23, 2022 
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Spring Fling: Buzzin' in the Kitchen, May 12 

Join Global Chef Jessica Dawson—Cooking Instructor and Former America’s Test Kitchen Host—for 

a virtual cooking class May 12, 2022, from 6 to 8 p.m.! Pour yourself a glass of wine, and cook a 

meal with friends and family from anywhere. Chef Jessica will teach you how to make a profession-

al four-course meal with impressive, delicious dishes. Once registered, you will receive the ingredi-

ent list a week before the event, as well as a special key ingredient sent to your home. Tickets are 

$40. Spring Fling is presented by the Women's Network of LSSI and all proceeds will support LSSI’s 

Therapeutic Foster Care Program. Learn more and register at LSSI.org/SpringFling. 
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Night Ministry  

*New dates* for providing sack suppers for clients of the Night Ministry in the    Hum-

boldt Park neighborhood are available. 

We are asking you to make sack suppers in your own homes (wearing gloves and masks, please) 

and then deliver them to the church parking lot between 1:45 pm and 2:00 on these Sundays: May 

14th (Saturday), June 5th, July 10th, and August 14th. 

Each sack supper should contain: 

a sandwich 

three cookies or other small treat 

a banana/tangerine/or fruit cup 

one bag of chips 

napkin 

Please email Kathy Erlandson erlandsson75@comcast.net one week before the delivery date with 

the amount of sack suppers you're willing to donate.  

*Also, we will continue to collect gift cards for those in need. Gift certificates to the following busi-

nesses would be greatly appreciated: $25 Target, $10 Marianos/ Walmart/Jewel, $10 Marianos/

Walmart/Jewel, $10 - $25 Walgreens/CVS, and $5 - $10 Burger King/McDonalds/Subway. Gift 

cards should be place in an envelope labeled “Night Ministry” and can be left at the Welcome    

Center. Thanks, in advance, for supporting marginalized folks in our community, especially during 

this difficult time.  

Calling All High School Graduates 

Please let us know if your child will be graduating! To 

have your child featured in the announcements, 

please send a headshot, your child’s name, the school 

they’re graduating from, the school they’ll be attend-

ing or their future plans, and their major (if known) to 

Leslie at lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com.  

Graduation Sunday on June 26, 2022 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Meeting 

On  

Sunday, May 22, 2022 

 



 

            

 

 

 

We would love to have you participate by sharing your time and talents in our worship services.  

 Ushers greet people as they arrive and assist with   seating. 

 Lectors read scripture passages during the service. 

 Communion servers handles preparing for services of Holy Communion. 

 Musicians enhance our worship with song and instrumental music. 

If you are interested in being an usher or lector, please reach out to Leslie Martinez           

(lmartinez @edisonparkchurch.com).  

To help with Altar Care, contact Beth Burke (elizabethburke@sbcglobal.net).  

If you are interested in musical opportunities, contact Philip McPeek       

(pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com). 
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  Edison Park Lutheran Church                   

book Club List  

The Book Club meets the second Thursday 

of the month in the Atrium  

 

 

May 12th  

June 9th  

July 14th  

August 11th  

September 8th  

October 13th   

November 10th   

December 8th  

Julianna Lynn Accardo  

04/24/2022 

Davis William Krueger  

05/01/2022 
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Scheduling a Baptism? Contact the church office at 773-631-9131 to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? Contact the church office to get your date on the calendar, and we’ll help you in 

the initial stages.  

 Pastoral Care: Please contact Pastor Joe at 224-204-7554 or Deacon Carole Edwards at 
773-580-3617 when you are hospitalized or whenever you would like a phone call or a 
visit. Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate the opportunity 
to pray for your healing.  

Coffee hour:  We could use some help with coffee hours! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to host coffee hour.  

This entails bringing food (cookies, coffee cakes, etc) and preparing trays for serving. 

We can always use donations of baked goods for coffee hour too. 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call 

the office or email Leslie (lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com). We ask for one week’s 

notice. Altar flowers: $40 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $25   
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The Men’s Ministry meets on the second Saturday of the month for men’s breakfast at 

Jimmy’s on Rand Rd 1440 Rand Road, Des Plaines at 8am. 

Our quilters would happily accept any fabric, sheets, or thread to use in making 

quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Donations may be dropped off during office 

hours. Please put sheets inside the quilters’ closet in the North Hall (it’s un-

locked). Contact Jane Hammar or Lynda Hartwig with questions.  

Military Chaplaincy Project 

 

Military Chaplains bring the hope, help & healing of Christ to our troops forced with suicide, brain 

injury, PTSD, moral injury and depression.  The Veterans Task Force in connection with the ELCA 

hopes to raise at least $1,000 by Memorial Day Weekend in support of this program.  There is     

currently a great need for chaplain support in the Armed Forces.  If you would like to help simply 

mark your gift "CHAPLAINS."   Thank you. 

Exercise Class 55+ 

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 8:25am. Questions, please feel free to contact Gary 

Duszak. 



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


