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Happy Spring! Winter’s grip is almost over. Trees will be budding soon, flowers 

will be squeezing up through the thawing ground, and the time change! Yay! 

As I write this, Covid positivity rate has dropped to 1.5%. The mask mandate will 

be dropped, but we still need to be vigilant. The last time they dropped the 

mask mandate, it lasted 2 weeks. Hopefully, this will be over and we can get on 

with life. The question becomes, what will we do with this new normal? 

Maybe it’s time for spring cleaning. Spring cleaning comes in different forms. In a congregation, it’s 

time to dust off our walking shoes and go out and invite people to come and experience EPLC’s  

community, whether it’s in a worship service or a ministry event or mission moment. Its time to take 

off our winter gloves and lend a hand to welcome someone or to serve our neighbors (ie. Food   

pantry). It’s time to put on work gloves to repair the church property and start planning a mission trip 

to help repair homes of the needy. 

Lent is kind of a Spring cleaning for our lives of faith and our souls. Where we ask Jesus for for-

giveness for what we have done and just as important, for the things we have left undone. That    

begins on Ash Wens, March 2nd. As we go through Lent, we will be looking at our relationship with 

God and all of creation. We will also take a look deep in ourselves and our lives of faith. To see how 

we can live more faithfully as followers of Jesus Christ. 

Then Holy Week starts on April 10th (Palm Sunday). Holy Week is a very special time in the life of the 

church and for people of faith. Its where we journey from the thunderous parade into Jerusalem, to 

the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, to Good Friday and the cross and then to the resurrection on 

Easter morning. I would like to invite you and your family and friends to come and experience lent 

and Holy Week, to see all that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ went through to save us from our-

selves. 

In early February, I went to a conference on Hybrid church. Due to a changing society and Covid, 

the church is moving to being an online service, with an in-person option. More than ever, we need 

to engage with our neighbors. What does that look like? As I said in my sermon on Feb 20th, It 

means Jesus wants us to use our gifts, talents, abilities and resources for the good of the world. 

There’s a song- they will know we are Christians by our love. We are to love all people. To help all 

people, to reach out to all people with the Good News and God’s grace, to bring all people into the 

Body of Christ.  

To invite and welcome into our community of faith, not to assimilate, but so they can share their gifts 

etc with the community, so we can grow in ways we haven’t even imagined yet and to live in God’s 

abundant grace. To find new ways of sharing our faith, new ways to connect to our neighbors 

around us. To step out of our comfort zone, to be the people God calls us to be. To care for our 

neighbors who are in any need. To partner with God to be a people living, loving and serving as   

Jesus did…so that all may know him. 

Peace, Pastor Joe 



 

Prayer Requests (as of )  

February 28, 2022 

 Julie 

 Kelly Gaertner 

 Rob 

 Cindy Pankow  

 Olivia  

 Christine Hamilton  

 Michael Rix  

 Jan page  

 Carole Tanner   

 Deanna Aronson Smart  

 John  

 Lucas  

 Wayne Dahlberg  

 Pandi 
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   Sympathy    

 

 

 

 

Donald Falato,                                                     

who passed away on December 10th 

Sue Hibbeler,                                                        

who passed away on January 13th  

Karen Voorhees Schaffer 

Danny Kolder 

Kathy 

Karen Voorhees Schaffer 

Marjorie Bajus 

Are you on Facebook? Be sure 

and “Like”  Edison Park  

Lutheran Church! 

 

 

 

Church Office Hours                  

8:30 - 2:30 pm Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Fri.  

8:00 am - 12:00 pm on Wed.  

The building is open for use by church and community 
groups. Group size depends on the room being used.  

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the 

following  donations: 

 

To the EPLC Foundation:   

In memory of Jeff Wilk, from Diane Wilk  

In memory of David K. & Osa M. Svendsen,                              

from David Svendsen  

In memory of Joe Bartel Jr,                                                         

from Herbert and Sandra Schmeisser  

The Foundation Founders,                                    

from Glenda J Sayre 

The Foundation Founders, from Gary L Duszak  

                                    

Gift to the Foundation,                             
from John L. & Diane R Romano  

Recognition from National Philanthropic        

Trust-Sorensen, White.  

 

To the General Fund: 

In memory of Sharon Rose                                       

from Ron and Sandra Stamp 

In memory of Joseph W Bartel                            

from Claire Bartel  

In memory of Caryl Gawne                                 

from her family  

 

Ministries of the Congregation: 

Music Ministry:  

In memory of Sharon Rose                                   

from Julie Rose -Skifano  

In memory of Joe Bartel Jr.                                  

from Julie Rose Skifano  
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A Message from the Foundation 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

The Foundation continues to support the Church on a monthly basis. This is at the  request of the 

Church Council. This is necessary due to the short-fall in giving, especially during this time of Covid. 

We continue to pray for a safe end of this virus, and hope we can all be back in our pews soon. It 

has been motivating and uplifting to know that even though attending church in person hasn’t 

been an option, many of you have been keeping up with your stewardship responsibility.  

 

For the year 2021, the Foundation gifted the Church a total of $323,704; $277,038 went to the 

General Fund and $46,666 for special projects. Since the Foundation was incorporated in 1965, it 

has gifted the Church a total of $3,218,671.27. 

 

The Directors of the Foundation are aware of the uncertainty of the Stock Market and monitor it 

regularly. It’s not our intent detract from giving to the Church, but would like you to think about 

ways that you could help allow the Foundation to stay strong for the future. You might consider 

naming the Foundation as a beneficiary in an insurance policy; leave some stock, make the          

Foundation a part of your final estate plan. You could even leave property to the Foundation.  

 

As much as the Church has depended on the Foundation, if we continue supporting the Church at 

the level we have been, we would eventually deplete our funds. It is very important that as         

members of Edison Park Lutheran Church we focus on fulfilling the annual budget needs of the 

Church... Please continue to support the Church, but think about how you might help keep the 

Foundation alive and strong for future generations.  

 

In Christ’s Service, the Foundation Board of Directors  
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A Message from the Deacon  

Have you ever found that what you needed was right in front of you, but you 

hadn’t noticed it?  The liners in my winter boots had worn down to the point 

where there was barely anything left, and the boots had almost become painful 

to wear.  The easy answer was to wear different boots – but I like these boots!  So I had planned on 

buying some inserts to make them more comfortable.  Then I noticed something I had at 

home…I’m not sure where they came from, if someone had given them to me, or if I found them 

when cleaning out the house years ago.  I had set them on my piano, and walked past them every 

day, always thinking I should put them away sometime.  And then one day, I looked closer, and 

saw that they were “boot inserts,” not just inserts for shoes, but the “fleecy kind,” actually intended 

for boots to keep your feet warm.  And then it hit me that those inserts would be perfect for my 

boots!  How had I not noticed sooner?  The solution was right in front of me, but I walked past it 

every day without notice.  

 

Do we do that with our spiritual life?  The church is always here – but do we walk by without     

noticing?  The pandemic certainly changed the way we worship and gather for social events.  For 

several months, our only option was to worship virtually.  Now that we are fully open for in-person 

worship, and can enjoy singing again, many of us realize how much we missed that and we have 

an even greater appreciation for it.  But there are also many who haven’t returned to in-person 

worship.  Maybe it’s due to Covid concerns, or maybe they prefer staying home and watching the 

service virtually.  If you haven’t come back to in-person worship, please know that we miss you and 

are praying for you.  And we hope that you will find your way back to worship in person again.  I 

was so touched by a text I received a few weeks ago from someone who used to attend EPLC, but 

had been gone for a few years.  We had stayed in touch during that time and I reminded them 

they were always welcome back.  They have come back, and the text I received read: “EPLC and its 

people give me a level of comfort I haven’t found in a very long time.” 

 

With all the turmoil the world is in, between the pandemic and the heartbreaking situation in 

Ukraine, and locally, with the crime we hear about each day, we need to have a safe place where 

our minds and our hearts can gather.  Being in church provides that opportunity to worship and 

pray together, to support one another, and to be part of a community of faith.  If you find yourself 

searching for answers, or searching for peace in your heart, maybe the answer is right in front of 

you.  If you’ve been away, know that you’re always welcome back.  And if you need to talk, know 

that Pastor Joe and I are here for you. We also have Stephen Ministers who would be happy to 

help.   

 

As we prepare our hearts for Ash Wednesday, may we recognize the blessing we have as part of 

this community of faith.  As we journey together through Lent, may this be a time of renewal and 

awakening, and a time when God might move in your heart to reach out to someone in need.  In-

vite others to come with you to church.  Call someone who might be lonely.  Ask God to reveal    

opportunities for you to be the hands and feet of Christ.   

 

The season of Lent is about the journey to the other side of death.  In the course of the next 40 

days, Jesus will walk down the mountain of Transfiguration and up the mountain of Golgotha.   
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There he will be nailed to a cross and he will die.  But the story doesn’t stop there, that is only 

Good Friday.  Easter is the exclamation point at the end of this journey.  What is found in the tomb 

on Easter morning is our promise of what awaits us on the other side of death.  

 

As we continue to eagerly wait for warmer weather and the beginning of spring, I encourage you 

to look for signs of new birth as the snow melts and spring flowers begin to reveal themselves.  

Every spring, I see them as signs of hope – signs that God can create something new in us, too!  

We are reminded that God is there in our brokenness as well as our wholeness.   

Lent is a journey towards the cross.  And towards a tomb, and the mysterious, unending joy of 

those who found that tomb empty.  

 

Invite someone to hear the Good News!  Invite them to learn about God’s great love for them – 

right now, right where they are. 

 

Blessings on your Lenten journey, 

Deacon Carole 



 P A G E  6  

 



 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

PAGE 7 



 
PAGE 8 



 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

P A G E  9  

EPLC Supported Charity Needs  

ELCA - Donate via Edison Park Lutheran Church (designate ELCA) to provide support for ELCA 

churchwide ministries which are opening doors to new communities of faith, helping people break 

the cycle of hunger and poverty, identifying and preparing future leaders, and responding to disas-

ters and emergencies around the globe.  

Feed My Starving Children - Donations are always welcome, and they are accepting volunteers (3rd 

grade - adult) at their packing sites. Visit fmsc.org for more information. All meals provided by FMSC 

are paid for by donations. 86% of total donations are spent directly on meal production.  

Holy Family School - Parents pay a maximum of 30% of their child's tuition to attend Holy Family 

School. The rest is dependent on generous donors like yourselves.  Donations to support  Holy   

Family students can be made by check, payable to Edison Park Lutheran Church listing Holy Family 

School on the memo line.  A Spring Benefit is planned, with information to be forthcoming.   

Lucille Resale - Donations are accepted Thursday - Sunday. Currently, furniture, housewares, home 

decor and women’s clothing are needed. To donate large furniture, please send photos and details 

to donate@hfm.org.  

New Hope Food Pantry - Monetary donations provide funds to purchase food from alternative 

sources of bulk food whenever necessary. Also, non-perishable food items can be brought to 

church and placed in the shopping cart in the back of the church. To donate funds, please send 

your check via Edison Park Lutheran church with the designation New Hope Food Pantry.  

Night Ministry - Service Opportunities to Support The Night Ministry 

*New dates* for providing sack suppers for clients of the Night Ministry in the Hum-

boldt Park neighborhood are available. 

We are asking you to make sack suppers in your own homes (wearing gloves and masks, please) 

and then deliver them to the church parking lot between 1:45 pm and 2:00 on these Sudays:  April 

10th, May 14th (Saturday), June 5th, July 10th, and August14th. 

Each sack supper should contain: a sandwich, three cookies or other small treat, a banana/

tangerine/or fruit cup, one bag of chips and napkin 

Please email Kathy Erlandson one week before the delivery date with the amount of sack suppers 

you're willing to donate.  

Phil’s Friends - Cards of hope are sent weekly to cancer victims, which can be done from home and 

mailed to the Roselle address. Visit https://philsfriends.org/cards-of-hope/ for more information. 

Most needed donations at this time are: puzzle books, playing cards, travel-size unscented lotion, 4 

oz. Biotin. Office needs include colored pencils, markers, hand sanitizer, dry erase markers, copy   

papers, postage stamps, and sharpies.  

 

 



 

            

 

 

 

We would love to have you participate by sharing your time and talents in our worship services.  

 Ushers greet people as they arrive and assist with   seating. 

 Lectors read scripture passages during the service. 

 Altar Care handles preparing for services of Holy Communion. 

 Musicians enhance our worship with song and instrumental music. 

If you are interested in being an usher or lector, please reach out to Leslie Martinez           

(lmartinez @edisonparkchurch.com).  

To help with Altar Care, contact Beth Burke (elizabethburke@sbcglobal.net).  

If you are interested in musical opportunities, contact Philip McPeek       

(pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com). 
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Edison Park Lutheran Church                   

book Club List  

The Book Club meets the second Thursday 

of the month in the Atrium  

 

 

March 10th  

April 14th  

May 12th  

June 9th  

July 14th  

August 11th  

September 8th  

October 13th   

November 10th   

December 8th  
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Scheduling a Baptism? 

Contact the church office at 773-631-9131 to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? 

Contact the church office to get your date on the calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages.  

 Pastoral Care: Please contact Pastor Joe at 224-204-7554 or Deacon Carole Edwards at 
773-580-3617 when you are hospitalized or whenever you would like a phone call or a 
visit. Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate the opportunity 
to pray for your healing.  

Coffee hour:  We could use some help with coffee hours! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to host coffee hour.  

This entails bringing food (cookies, coffee cakes, etc) and preparing trays for 

serving. We can always use donations of baked goods for coffee hour too. 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call 

the office or email Leslie (lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com). We ask for one week’s 

notice. Altar flowers: $40 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $25   
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The Men’s Ministry meets on the second Saturday of the month for men’s breakfast at 

Jimmy’s on Rand Rd 1440 Rand Road, Des Plaines at 8am. 

Cleaning out your closets during the pandemic? Our quilters would happily    

accept any fabric, sheets, or thread to use in making quilts for Lutheran World 

Relief. Donations may be dropped off during office hours. Please put sheets    

inside the quilters’ closet in the North Hall (it’s unlocked). Contact Jane Hammar 

or Lynda Hartwig with questions.  

Veterans Task Force: Next Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 15, 2022 at 

7:30pm in the Atrium.  

Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 13, 2022, don’t forget to 

Adjust your clocks.  

 



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No reservations, No check in procedure, face mask optional. 

      We hope to see you soon! 

 

 

 

 

 


