
 1 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

Hi to all our members and guests,  

To all of the people who watch us online, we truly hope that you will come into the church and 

see the amazing congregation that is here at EPLC. Your worship experience will have more of an 

impact when you sing with all who are in the service. You can also receive grace through Lord’s 

supper and you feel a stronger connection to our community of faith. 

On Ash Wednesday, we received ashes on our foreheads to remind us of our humanness and our 

mortality. They are also a sign of repentance and cleansing; it’s an outward sign of our inner strug-

gle with sin and God’s grace. March is filled with Lenten work of inner reflection and repentance 

(being truly sorry for our sins). Each Wens in March, we will have a different speaker talking about 

their faith and their lives in our service.  

We have a two new council members (Kathleen and Kathy). We welcome them on the council. 

Our executive council is coming up with a plan to grow the church and staff are working hard to 

make more things happen to help us grow. 

We are continually thankful for the Foundation for helping us make our budget. We are also very 

thankful for our members who give from their hearts to keep us going and giving to restore our 

stained glass windows (we are at $45,000). 

We are working on ramping up our communication and outreach. We need to get the word out 

about our church. I am looking for 5-6 people willing to be on a growth team. The purpose of this 

team is to discern how to bring people into the church. I am also looking for people to be a part of 

the welcome team. The purpose for this team is to welcome guests (visitors) and to help new 

members to help them get a fully knowledge of all that we do here at EPLC. 

All of this is to help bring people to faith in Jesus and to grow our church. Because our purpose as 

a church to partner with Jesus in the mission and ministry he gave us. We will have a congrega-

tional meeting in March or April to talk more in-depth about our mission. 

I’m excited for the future of our church and where Jesus is leading us. 

Peace, Pastor Joe 
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8:30 - 2:30pm  

Monday to Friday 
 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the following donations: 

In memory of Janet Page, Given by Elizabeth Novello  

In memory of Janet Page, Given by Karen A. Svendsen 

In memory of Janet Page, Given by Nancy Carlsen  

In memory of Janet Page, Given by Wayne G Love  

In memory of Janet Page, Given by Judith Kich  

In memory of Bob Heitzman, Given by Karyl G. Dwyer  

In memory of Bob Heitzman, Given by Sandra Schmeisser 

In memory of Janet Page, Given by Janet’s family  

 

The Foundation received Memorials for  
Jan Page from Barb and Ed Kruse, Tom and Sally Benson, and Elaine Horning. 

 
The Foundation received a gift from Tom and Sally Benson in memory their parents Dionis and 

Katherine Haas and Martin and Edith Benson. 
 

The Foundation received gifts from Julio and Melinda Hernandez, Glenda Sayre and                   

Linda Egebrecht  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Bill Bimmerle  

Janet Konen  

Robert W. Heitzman 

Are you on Facebook? 

Be Sure and “Like”  

       Edison Park Lutheran Church! 
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To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

A Message from the Deacon  

Dear friends, 

As I read through the names on our prayer list, I’m reminded of the many people who are in need 
of our prayers and encouragement.  And just yesterday I learned of two friends who lost their jobs.  
Many around us are hurting and in need of a kind word.  Maybe they need to hear of times when 
we ourselves, were in that wilderness of despair and thought things would never get better.  God 
can take us to people and places if we choose to let God use us.  If we use the spiritual gifts he has 
given us, we might be amazed at the paths God sets before us.  Regardless of how ill equipped or 
broken we may feel, God will equip and use us if we have a willing heart.  With God, failure is nev-
er final.  Each day is a brand new start.       

 

As we journey together through Lent, may this be a time of renewal and awakening, and a time 
when God might move in your heart to reach out to someone in need.  Invite others to come with 
you to church.  Call someone who might be lonely.  Ask God to reveal opportunities for you to be 
the hands and feet of Christ.   

 

If you haven’t come back to in-person worship, please know that we miss you and are praying for 
you.  And we hope that you will find your way back to in-person worship again.  We need to have 
a safe place where our minds and our hearts can gather.  Being in church provides that opportuni-
ty to worship and pray together, to support one another, and to be part of a community of faith.  If 
you find yourself searching for answers, or searching for peace in your heart, know that you’re wel-
come here.  If you need to talk, know that Pastor Joe and I are here for you.  

 

As we continue to look forward to the beginning of spring, I encourage you to look for signs of 
new birth as the snow melts and spring flowers begin to reveal themselves.  Every spring, I see 
them as signs of hope – signs that God can create something new in us, too!  We are reminded 
that God is there in our brokenness as well as our wholeness.   

 

The season of Lent is about the journey to the other side of death.  But the story doesn’t end on 
Good Friday.  Easter is the exclamation point at the end of this journey.  The empty tomb on Easter 
morning reveals God’s promise of what awaits us on the other side of death.  Lent is a journey to-
wards the cross, and towards a tomb, and the mysterious, unending joy of those who found that 
tomb empty.  
 
Invite someone to hear the Good News!  Invite them to learn about God’s great love for them – 
right now, right where they are. 
 

Blessings on your Lenten journey, 

Deacon Carole 
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Greetings from the Church Council: 

The following individuals were elected at the February 14 meeting to serve on the Executive 

Committee, 

President: Jonathan Jedd 

Vice President: Kathrine Wendorf 

Treasurer: John Cherry 

Secretary: Gary Berg  

We also welcomed two new members, Kathleen Burke Melby and Cathy Johnson.  We look for-

ward to hearing their voices on the important issues facing our church.  Kathleen has agreed to 

be part of the Youth Task Force and Cathy will be the Council liaison for music, particularly the 

contemporary service.   

Other members at large include, Joe Bartel, Phyllis Doyle, Carol Edwards, Joe Schultz, Tina 

Stafen, and Joan Yost. 

We thanked Carolyn Nasheim for her many years of dedication and participation as she retired 

from serving on the Council. Her leadership and wisdom will be missed. 

For those unfamiliar with how the meetings are conducted, we follow a set agenda that in-

cludes reports from the Pastor, Deacon, Treasurer and programmed staff.  We discuss items or 

issues brought to the Council’s attention and use Robert’s Rules of Order as the structured for-

mat. 

Council minutes are available in a binder located in the main office. 

If you have questions or concerns that you would like to communicate to Council please seek us 
out or feel free to email us at Council@edisionparkchurch.com 
 

 

 

 

Why Should Men Have 

All the Fun!?! 

Several ladies would like to begin having a 

monthly/bi-monthly event like breakfast, 

brunch etc.  Watch for an announcements re-

garding our first event.  Call or email the church 

office with any suggestions as well! 

Toddler Playgroup! 

Parents with toddlers have expressed an interest in 

organizing a playgroup at church.  It would be a 

great way to socialize and get to know fellow mem-

bers! 

Call or email the church office with any suggestions 

or interest in participating! 

Jesus Revolution – The Movie 

Several of our high school students recently attended the Jesus Revolution movie. 

It would be fun to hear your remembrances of that movement!  Drop a note to the 

church to be shared with our high schoolers. 

 

mailto:Council@edisionparkchurch.com
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To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

A Message from the Director of Worship and Music: 

Youth Music Fund 

The EPLC Youth Music Fund is starting up again! It is open to students from kindergarten through 

high school who are studying a musical instrument or voice. To qualify, they must be willing to 

share gifts and  talents by participating in worship services or concerts at least four times a year. 

Each student who meets the program criteria, is awarded a monetary gift to help defray costs asso-

ciated with musical study. Funding for this program depends upon special gifts, allocations and me-

morials. If your student is interested in participating in this program, please sign up at the welcome 

table, email Kevin at music@edisonparkchurch.com or speak to Kevin before or after any service. 

Hello EPLC Church Family! May peace and God be with you. My name is Katie Piskorowski and 
I'm honored and humbled to be able to present to you, our church's Tech Team. At the moment, 
our team consists of myself, Griffin, Jake C, Jake S, and Toby! I feel blessed to lead such a great 
team of young people looking to worship and serve the Lord. Our team controls the in-house and 
live stream sound and videography, along with the in-house slides you see at the front of church. 
While this group of young guys make it seem effortless, there's a lot of monitoring, troubleshoot-
ing, and maintaining of the AV equipment that plays in all of our roles. The main reason I wanted 
to share all of this with you, our EPLC Church Fam, was to introduce our team as well as provide 
my contact information, so if you have any questions, comments or concerns regarding anything 
tech-related in house or online, please reach out to me directly via 847-716-4193. I love hearing 
feedback from all of you as it allows us to provide a better experience in-house and for our online 
viewers, as well as allows me to assist you with any concerns or help you may need! We do have 
some exciting changes coming up, such as: YouTube streaming upgrades to our pre-service as 
well as integration of other EPLC information for a more seamless experience. As a tech team we 
plan to build a strong foundation for the existing team and we pray to grow our team of the    
future. Some fun bits of information: a few of us were able to make it out on Saturday the 25th to 
see the movie Jesus Revolution (see pic attached), we enjoyed it a lot and were thankful for the 
experience. A few of us also plan to volunteer for the Feed My Starving Children event coming up 
in March. We look forward to continuing serving, and building upon the beautiful gifts God has 
given us here at Edison Park Lutheran Church, and we appreciate most of all, our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ! How incredible would it be if one of our nights of worship turned into a revival like 
the 2023 Asbury Revival..  While we continue to work hard and diligently on growing our Tech 
experience, knowledge and expertise to best serve the church, we will be praying for a revival for 
EPLC as well.. We just want to help spread the gospel of Jesus Christ as best as we can so every-
one can learn how much God loves them, because He loves each one of us, so, so much. Thanks 
again everyone!!! 
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To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 
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To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 
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Sack Suppers, Servers Needed to Feed our Neighbors 

We have new opportunities to serve our unhoused neighbors with EPLC’s partner,                        
The Night Ministry.  
 
We need sack suppers, and new this month, we are also looking for servers (up to four each date) 
to help serve the meals at the outreach sites.    
 

Tuesday, March 21 in Humboldt Park 
Sunday, April 9 (Easter Sunday) in Pilsen 
Sunday, May 7 in Humboldt Park 

 
If you can make meals or serve them,  
please reach out to Karen Burkum via email 5burkums@gmail.com or 773-569-5484. Servers must 
be 18 years old, but supper suppliers can be any age – and it’s an easy way for teens to service 
hours! 
 
Each sack supper should contain: 

a sandwich 
three cookies or another small treat 
a banana/tangerine/or fruit cup 
one bag of chips 
napkin 

 
We will provide the water bottles. You can learn more about how to put together the sack suppers 
by watching The Night Ministry Guide to Sack Suppers on Vimeo. 
 
Thank you to our team of February meal makers – Wendy Seibel, Jean Davis, Cindy Davies, Kathy 
Tobin, Katie Styzek, Tina Stafen and Deanna Evers – for repeatedly answering the call! 
 
We will continue to collect gift cards as well. The Night Ministry especially appreciates gift cards to: 
Target, Mariano’s, Walmart, Walgreens, CVS, Burger King, McDonald’s and Subway. Place gift cards 
in an envelope labeled “Night Ministry” and leave at the Welcome Center.  
 

https://www.thenightministry.org/
mailto:5burkums@gmail.com
https://vimeo.com/483658462?utm_source=The++Night+Ministry+General+List&utm_campaign=fdcc96ab2d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_24_03_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d5a309746d-fdcc96ab2d-78585567
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To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 



12  

The Veterans Task Force is collecting food items for the O'Hare Airport USO from now through 
March 26th.  Donations of individually wrapped snack items would be appreciated.  For example: 
sm. bags of chips, pretzels, cookies, granola bars, gum, candy bars, etc.  Unfortunately, no home 
baked goods are accepted at this time.  Donations can be dropped off at the Welcome Center.  
(The USO is a rest and recuperation area in the airport for our traveling military men and wom-
en.)  We thank you for your donations and support towards our mission. 
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To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

Easter Flowers: 

Remember your loved ones with a lily, peace lily, gerbera daisy or begonia for Easter.  

Forms can be found at the Welcome Desk. Order must be received by March 22, 2023. 
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Scheduling a Baptism? Contact the church office at 773-631-9131 to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? Contact the church office to get your date on the calendar, and we’ll help you in 

the initial stages.  

Pastoral Care: Please contact Pastor Joe at224-204-7554 or Deacon Carole Edwards at773-580-
3617 when you are hospitalized or whenever you would like a phone call or a visit. Even if you 
would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate the opportunity to pray for your healing.  

Coffee hour:  We could use some help with coffee hours! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to host coffee hour.  

This entails bringing food (cookies, coffee cakes, etc) and preparing trays for serving. We 

can always use donations of baked goods for coffee hour too. 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call 

the office or email Leslie (lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com). We ask for one week’s 

notice. Altar flowers: $40 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $25   

The Men’s Ministry meets on the second Saturday of the month for men’s       

breakfast at Jimmy’s on Rand Rd 1440 Rand Road, Des Plaines at 8am. 

 

Edison Park Lutheran Church book Club List  

The Book Club meets the second Thursday of the month in the  Atrium  

 

March 9th  

April 13th  

May 11th  

June 8th  

July 13th  

August 10th  

September 14th 

October 12th  

November 9th 

December 14th  

Exercise Class 55+ Every Tuesday and Thursday at 8:25am. Questions, please feel free to contact 

Gary Duszak at 8bocks45car9@sbcglobal.net. 

Tap into Theology at Edison Park Inn on first Tuesday of the month from 7-8:30. This will be a time 

of looking at all that is going on in our city, country and world and how we respond. through the 

eyes of faith and what Jesus calls us to do and be. 
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To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

Window Restoration Fund 

Update:  

Thank you for giving so             

generously to the window         

restoration fund. 

 Fund donations update is  

$45,575  

 

QR Code for Giving 

The QR Code can quickly be scanned with your 

smartphone’s QR code  reader, connecting you 

directly to our mobile  donation page.   

Thanks for your support! 

 

  

                                  

New Hope Community food pantry  
is in need of medium and large  egg cartons. 

Please contact  Duane Smart - property@edisonparkchurch.com 

 

 

mailto:property@edisonparkchurch.com
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TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 
 

  
 


