
 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

Hi Friends, 

I can’t believe it’s June already. Time is flying by. If you weren’t able to make the congregational 

meeting, here are some highlights of what’s been happening and what we hope to accomplish in 

the near future. 

Thankfully the Foundation is funding a full-time Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry for 

one year. This is another part of our vision for the future of EPLC.  

As you all know, Covid restrictions have put a lot of stress on people and families. Financial, child-

care, personal and more. Restaurants, airlines and a whole lot more. First responders and hospitals 

were inundated with very sick people. As a church, EPLC worked hard to get our worship service 

out on the internet (YouTube). 

The council for the last 8 months or so, has been working very hard to get the church and the 

churches properties back in shape after 20 years of lack of care. There still is more to do, but we are 

working hard to get our house in order. Major repairs were needed on multiple areas of the church. 

There will be an overhaul of the sound and visual media for worship in the sanctuary. What you will 

see are two large screen monitors, one on each side of the chancel area, and one or two in the rear 

of the sanctuary. What you won’t see is the sound system, but there is much need for tech equip-

ment. 

We also have a new phone system, which was badly needed. 

Thankfully, as cases of Covid decline and more people are vaccinated, we are able to further reopen, 

which means no more registrations or check-in. We are increasing the number of people and hope-

fully soon, we can start to sing. We are still asking people to wear their masks for now. As we open 

up, I want to welcome back every member of EPLC. You are missed. Luther said that we are the 

priesthood of all believers. That means we need everyone to commit to coming back and bringing a 

friend. We all know people who have been hit hard by the pandemic. They might need a place to 

feel safe and cared for. 

Stewardship is one of the plans we have for later this year. Stewardship is more than financial         

resources. It’s time, it’s serving, and it’s using your gifts and abilities for the mission of the church. 

Peace, PJ 
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Church Office Hours 

8:30 am - 2:30 pm Monday - Friday.  
The building is open for use by church and         

community groups. Group size depends on the 
room being used.  

 
  
 

Prayer Requests (as of 5/28/21) 

 Laurie Knodel 

 Dale Peters 

 Gloria Lucke 

 Jeff Weickart 

 Tammy Lathan 

 Roxie Hays 

 Mark Dupke 

 Stephen Sorensen 

 John Rose 

 Jim Gatz 

 Michael Rix 

 Justin Storlie 

 Mary Koerner 

 Marianne 

 Peter 

 

 

Baptisms 

Hunter Hogan and Stella Dzierzynsk  (April 24) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the            
following donations: 

 
 

To the General Fund: 

 In memory of my parents, Stanley and Lilly 
Duszak, from Gary Duszak 

 In memory of my mom and dad, from Glenda 
Sayre 

 In memory of Joey Bartel, from Herb and    
Sandra Schmeisser 

 In memory of John Leibrock, from Gloria 
Lucke 
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Pastoral Care 

Please contact Pastor Joe at 224-204-
7554 or Deacon Carole Edwards at 773-
580-3617 when you are hospitalized or 

whenever you would like a phone call or 
a visit. Even if you would rather not have 

a visit, we would still appreciate the     
opportunity to pray for your healing.  

Greetings, 

My name is Leslie Martinez, and I 

am the new parish coordinator 

here at Edison Park Lutheran 

Church. I live in Harwood Heights/ 

Norridge and I grew up in Logan 

Square. 

My husband (Ozie) and I have 

been married for fifteen years, we 

have two beautiful children,     

Tatiana & Jonathan, our pride and joy, and a pet 

rabbit name Midnight. I love to travel and find 

new restaurants to visit. 

My past work experience includes over 23 years 

of office management, accounting, and church 

administrative assistant. 

What a delight it will be to work for Edison Park 

Lutheran Church. Please feel free to contact me 

by phone or email if you need any assistance. 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has      

received to serve others, faithfully administering 

God’s grace in its various forms,” 1 Peter 4:10 

 Jason Meyers 

 Anne Schroder 

 Peggy  

 Michael Daum 

 Bill  

 Scott Hillmer 

 Frank Roberts 

 Carolyn Przyborkski 

 Judith Vaul 

 Jan Pica 

 Victor Segafredo 

 Barbara Kueemp 

 Mike Cherry 

 Cindy Pankrow 
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Council Update   

• Stewardship focus – Congregational meeting May 30
th

 

• Council approved the hiring of Leslie Martinez to fill the position of Parish Coordinator 

• New phone system was installed 

• Updated security cameras are being purchased 

• Changes will be made in the sanctuary to replace the screen so the stained glass window can     
remain visible 

• We continue to recruit for a Director of Children, Youth and Family and a Tech position 

• We’ve increased the number for those attending worship, but still ask that masks are worn 

• Property projects – 6644 Oshkosh, cement steps, parking lot 

• We hope to keep opening more in June as long as the trends continue in the right direction 

A Message from the Deacon  

Dear Friends, 

When I think back to my newsletter article from this time last year, I’m reminded that we have much 
to be grateful for. Last year we were still in the height of the pandemic and we weren’t able to    
worship in person. We were still without a Sr. Pastor, and we were offering help with shopping or 
errands for those most vulnerable who couldn’t get out. 

Thankfully, the vaccine is easily available now, and those who choose to get it have access to it. I’m 
happy that I’ve been fully vaccinated since mid February. I’m grateful for doctors, nurses, health care 
workers, and scientists who worked tirelessly to get us this far. Thanks to their efforts, we can start 
getting back to a sense of normal.  

I’m thankful that we have opened up a lot more at church and no longer require reservations or 
check in protocols. And I’m thankful that Pastor Joe is here and we have many exciting things 
planned for EPLC! Now would be a great time to invite your friends and neighbors to church! Offer 
to pick them up and bring them with you. Receiving a personal invitation from you is so important.  
Pray that God will give you opportunities to reach out to those around you.  

There’s a prayer that is attributed to Father Mychal Judge, a chaplain for the New York City Fire     
Department, who was killed on 9/11 at the World Trade Center when he was ministering to a fallen 
firefighter. I encourage you to pray this prayer each day.  

Lord, take me where you want me to go. 
Let me meet who you want me to meet. 
Tell me what you want me to say, 
And keep me out of your way. 

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry with your prayers and financial gifts. Your 
tithes and offerings are greatly appreciated and vital as we live into the mission God has given us.  
I’m thankful for each of you and am glad we can worship together in person and virtually. 

Blessings, 

Deacon Carole Edwards 
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Children’s  

Ministry News 

Itty Bitty     

Bible Camp  

June 8, 9 and 10 

 Children ages 3-5. 

Space is limited. Email      

Jennifer 

(jwilliams@edisonpark

church.com) for info 

or to register!  

 

 

Preschool News 
 

Preschool enjoyed a fantastic spring! We were able to play 

outside and enjoy the park, some bouncy balls and ice 

cream treats!  

 

For our final project, we learned about caterpillars and butterflies. We had 

our very own caterpillars in our classroom. We watched them change and 

then released them. It is always such a memorable lesson!  

 

We’ll be having a graduation ceremony in the Sanctuary to conclude our 

year and we’ll see everyone in the fall!  

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I want to thank everyone at EPLC for their hard work during this time, and now that things have 

eased up we are able to gather at church more easily. I ask that if you have not been back yet to 

please consider coming to EPLC for in-person worship. We need the support of the whole EPLC 

community to thrive. With a new Senior Pastor we are ready and energized to spread God’s word! 

Please come be a part of the great things happening at EPLC!  

Respectfully submitted,  

John Cherry  

EPLC Treasurer 

INCOME 

Apr. 

2021 

Actual  

Mar. 

2021 

Actual  

YTD  

Actual  

YTD     

Budget 

Prior Year 

Actual 

Prior Year 

Budget 

Regular income 40,928 33,352 133,528 129,854 111,407 140,306 

Foundation Gifts 25,000 25,000 100,000 0 60,000 0 

Foundation - Special Projects 13,777 0 46,666 0 0 0 

Memorials Transferred 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Estate Gifts 10,000 0 10,000 0 185,986 0 

Total Income 89,705 70,374 290,194 129,854 357,393 140,306 

EXPENSES 58,288 83,852 252,573 235,458 172,675 197,173 

DIFFERENCE 31,417 (13,478) 37,622 (105,604) 184,718 (56,867) 
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The Book Club meets the second    

Thursday of the month in the Atrium.  

June 10 and July 12 at 7:30 pm  

 

June book  

“Snowflower and the Secret Fan” by Lisa See 

July book 

“Bury Your Dead” by Louise Penny 

Cleaning out your closets during 

the pandemic? Our quilters would 

happily accept any fabric, sheets, or 

thread to use in making quilts for Lutheran 

World Relief. Donations may be dropped off 

during office hours. Please put sheets inside 

the quilters’ closet in the North Hall (it’s        

unlocked). Contact Jane Hammar or Lynda    

Hartwig with questions.  

Many thanks to those who have         

continued to donate sack suppers to The 

Night Ministry. Your generosity and     

willingness to serve are greatly appreciated!  

Summer Dates to Serve with The Night Ministry  

The next dates to serve are June 23, July 21, and August 25. Please prepare sack suppers 

(wearing a mask and gloves) each containing (1) a sandwich, (2) three cookies or a small 

treat, (3) a banana or tangerine, (4) a bag of chips, and (5) a napkin. Drop off is between 1:45 and 

2:00 pm on those dates in the church parking lot. Email Kathy (erlandsson75@comcast.net) with 

the number of suppers you’ll make and date(s) you can serve. Thank you!  

Thank you and Godspeed to Alyson…. 
 

Thank you to Alyson Kristensen, who has 
served as our Parish Coordinator since 

April, 2019. Alyson is moving on to       
pursue new goals and her last day was 

May 28
th

.  She has been the friendly smile 
and voice in the church office and has 
been a blessing to all she worked with: 
staff, parishioners, preschool families,    
vendors, and outside groups. She has    

also kept the congregation updated with 
weekly email blasts, and has done a    

beautiful job creating the newsletter and   
annual report. We have appreciated her            
efficiency and professionalism, and she 

will be greatly missed. If you’d like to send 
a card to Alyson, you can send it to the 

office and we’ll be sure to forward it. She 
is also listed in the church directory if you 

prefer mailing it directly to her home. 
Blessings to you Alyson! 

We Need Ushers! 

Now that we are reopening further, we need      
additional ushers! Please email Leslie 

(lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com) if you are able 
to serve.  

Worship Opportunities 

We would love to have you participate by sharing 

your time and talents in our worship services. We are 

looking for people to assist with the following: 

 Ushers greet people as they arrive and assist with   

seating. 

 Lectors read scripture passages during the service. 

 Altar Care handles preparing for services of Holy   

Communion. 

 Musicians enhance our worship with song and         

instrumental music. 

If you are interested in being an usher or lector, please 

reach out to Leslie Martinez (lmartinez 

@edisonparkchurch.com). To help with Altar Care, 

contact Beth Burke (elizabethburke@sbcglobal.net). If 

you are interested in musical opportunities, contact 

Philip McPeek (pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com). 

Worship on Sunday, June 13th will be     

outside (weather permitting). Please plan 

to wear a mask, but you can sing!! 



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

We have further reopened!  

 No more advanced registration.  

 No more check in process. 

 Limited singing is now permitted, and we 
hope to be able to sing more soon. 

We hope to see you soon!! 


