
 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him.   

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Ave., Chicago, IL 60631   

www.edisonparkchurch.com   773-631-9131 

EPLC Worship Times 

                                   Saturday  5p       Sunday  9a & 10:30a  

A Message From Pastor Kegel 
Dear friends, 

What a wonderful year for me being back at Edison Park Lutheran Church as your interim pastor. As 

most of you know, I was the assistant pastor forty years ago to Pastors Gordon Nasby and Tom Housholder, 

but I was also the interim pastor for almost a year between those two. Then I was privileged to work with 

Ruth Halliday and Ruby Davies, Mark  Twietmeyer, Pr Talbert Ronning and John Christensen. Now I’ve been 

privileged to work with Deacon Carole Edwards and Phil Mauro, Judi Eastwood and Sarah Kovach…and so 

many of you. I have very much enjoyed serving with friends whom I’ve known all these years (I was re-

marking to Karyl Dwyer that I remembered her mother Aagot Gilbo and uncle Leonard  Bjorgo, her mother-

in-law Marie Dwyer and of course her husband Don and his brother Damon (and wife Marguerite). Then I 

had the privilege of marrying Damon’s son Steve and wife Karen and the sad duty of presiding at his memo-

rial service. I have known Karyl and Don’s children, especially Nancy and Paul, and just had the honor of 

confirming her great-grandson, Ryan Gaertner. This makes five generations of one family! How delightful 

to get to know the people of Edison Park now—not just those who I remember from long ago. This is a 

strong, vibrant congregation. It is a welcoming place for new families and I hope that it will reach out and 

grow.  

Someone remarked that Edison Park Lutheran Church has been a book-end for Margit and me. We 

came as young people, only twenty-five years old, and now again at the end of our time of service. This 

congregation holds a special place in our hearts. I want to thank you for this opportunity and pray God’s 

richest blessing on you and your new pastor.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Kegel 

 

2 Thessalonians 1:3 “We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right because 

your faith is growing abundantly and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.” 

 

 

 

The Reminder 
June/July, 2019 



 

Church Office Hours 

9:00a—1:00p Monday through Friday 
The office will be closed on Thursday, 7/4 

  

Prayer Requests (as of 6/14/19) 

 Karen Bartel 

 Viola Collins-Brown 

 Marge Erickson (Rebecca Heneghan’s grandmother) 

 Michael Freeman (relative of Rose family) 

 Beth Hansen 

 David Hibbeler 

 Erik Hultman (Martin Both’s brother-in-law) 

 Laurie Knodel 

 John Krischke 

 Ralph Kudsk 

 Diane Peters 

 Kurt Sanders 

 Richard Sears 

 Arline Vullmahn  

 David Wetzel 

 Richard Witney 

 Marge Workman 

 Ron Anderson 

 Jayden (a friend of Jayne Swanson) 

 Carol Ann Kolls 

 Karen Hocks 

 Julie Brooks 

 Karen Dwyer 

 Jenny Vallone 

 Joey Bartel 

 Dale Peters 
 

   Sympathy    

  The sympathy of the congregation to: 

 Nina and Paul Geishecker and family on the death of 
Nina’s father, Irving Bernard 

 Karyl Dwyer and family on the death of her nephew 

and former member, Stephen J. Dwyer 
 
 

Baptism 

Parker Elizabeth and Hudson Walker Sprinkle - June 8 

 
 

Weddings 

Howe/Ramos wedding - June 29  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the       
following donations: 

To the General Fund: 
In memory of Lester Kinney, from Marc and Kathy  

Erlandson, and Marilyn Cook 

In memory of Norma Klage, from Joyce and Stephen 

Brandis, and Bruce and Georgianne Klage 

In memory of Stephen Dwyer, from Ivanhoe        

Swanson, Jr  
 

To the EPLC Foundation: 
In memory of Jerry Andersen, from Dale and Diane 

Peters, Milt and Marge Gustafson, Wayne and Pam 

Miller, Lynda and Richard Hartwig, Thelma Schwartz, 

Ann and John Leibrock, Deanna Jordan, David and 

Karen Svendsen, Karen and Ed Kramer, Gil and Joan 

Yost, Sandy and John Covey, Juan and Toni Juarez 

and Arline Vullmahn, Jane and Russell Hammar, Lori 

Schimpf, Barbara Stewart, Tom and Sally Benson,   

Carol Sternberg, Karyl Dwyer, Louise and Roy 

Gutierrez,  Callie and David Gutierrez, Courtney and 

Matthew Gutierrez, Mark and Melody Cox, Jan Page, 

Lois and Don Johnson, Marc and Kathy Erlandson, 

Ragnar and Synnove Lund, Dorcas Circle, Barb and Ed 

Kruse, Gary Duszak, Barbara Smith, Alice and Walt 

Rybak, and Virginia Sorensen 

In memory of Lester Kinney, from Dale and Diane   

Peters, Barb and Ed Kruse, Gary Duszak, Alice and 

Walt Rybak, and Joan Kinney  

 
Pastoral Care 

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards when you are 

hospitalized or whenever you would like a visit. Even 

if you would rather not have a visit, we would still  

appreciate the opportunity to pray for your healing. 

We’d love to visit you in your home, or meet you 

somewhere for coffee anytime.  

 

We have a great pastoral care team consisting of  

Deacon Edwards, Stephen Ministers and many others 

who are eager to visit when there is a specific need, 

or just for conversation.  

 
Call Deacon Carole Edwards at 773-580-3617 
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Scheduling a Baptism? 

Contact the church office to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? 

Contact the church office to get your date on the    

calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages. A 

Wedding Director will be assigned to help with the 

details of your special day. 
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FOUNDATION CORNER    “ASK AND YE SHALL RECEIVE.”  Matthew 7:7 

Recently, we undertook the Inaugural Founder’s Challenge to ask this congregation to match the original 
$100.00 donation of the Founders of the Edison Park Lutheran Church Foundation. I am happy to report that 
we received a great response and to date, donations total more than $11,000.00. Thank you letters have 
gone out to the great majority of donors. There are a few still left to send. If you have donated and not yet  
received an acknowledgment of your gift, please advise the Church office so that we may ensure that one is 

sent out as soon as possible. 

On behalf of the Foundation, I wish to thank you, once again, for your generosity in responding to our plea. 
It is the intentions of the Board to have this become an annual fundraising vehicle for the Foundation to    
coincide with Foundation Sunday in the upcoming years.  

If you would like to know more about the Foundation, please feel free to ask a Foundation Director. Directors 
are: Dale Ammentorp, Joe Bartel, Barry Bleeker, Mark Dupke, Gary Duszak, Kurt Gustafson, Monika Hemm, 
Deanna Jordan, Tom Bensen, Paul Specialle, Alice Rybak, and John Romano.  

 

 

 

 

Council Update 

At its June 11th meeting, the Council decided to recruit for a Director of Worship and Music. Sarah Kovach’s 
increased responsibilities at her full-time job require her to step down, but she will stay in her current role  
until August 31. Sarah will then manage the 10:30 Contemporary service and the new Director will plan  
worship and play for the 5:00p Saturday and 9:00a Sunday services. Jeff Lathom’s responsibilities will also 
change. Phil Mauro and his family will move into the Youth House in July. Pastor Kegel’s ministry with us ends 
on June 30th. Please join us in honoring him and his wife Margit at a coffee hour that day. The Council voted 
to name Deacon Carole head of staff effective July 1. We are scheduling pulpit supply for the next few 
months. Thank you for your dedication to EPLC. Please continue to pray for our church, the Call Committee, 
and for our search for a Director of Worship and Music.  

Message from the Deacon   

Dear Friends, 

We just celebrated Pentecost last weekend, and I’m 
always filled with a renewed sense of awe when we 
read the texts for that day. I like to imagine all the var-
ious languages spoken that day and yet they all     
understood what was being said. At the Danish 
Home chapel service last week, I asked the residents 
to say “Jesus loves me” in their native tongue. It was a 
good way to illustrate how we can speak different 
languages and yet know what’s being said.  

We’ve just celebrated Confirmation and graduations. 
We give thanks for teachers and all who guide us 
along life’s journey. Teachers teach. They prompt, 
they encourage, and they remind. This is exactly 
what the Holy Spirit does all across the face of this 
earth. Ask the Holy Spirit to come into your heart.  
Ask for the Spirit’s guidance in every aspect of your 
life. It’s my prayer that you will be filled with the     
indwelling power of the Holy Spirit and feel His       
presence and joy each day. That is the power and 
mystery of Pentecost! That is the Holy Spirit! 

Blessings, 
Deacon Carole 

 

Synod Assembly Report 

On June 7th and 8th, Carole Edwards, Scott         
Costello, Kathy Erlandson, and Betty Gyllstrom      
attended the 2019 synod assembly in Tinely Park. 
The assembly included plenary sessions, workshops, 
and mission moments, where we learned of other 
churches’ outreach passions. We also met with other 
churches in our Central Conference, and a future 
meeting is being planned for the churches to discuss 
ways we can work together.  

We also elected a Synod Council, Committee on          
Discipline, Committee on Consultation, and most 
importantly, a new bishop!  Bishop-elect Yehiel    
Curry will be the next bishop of the Metropolitan 
Chicago Synod, and will replace Bishop Wayne    
Miller who is retiring August 31, 2019. His six-year 
term begins officially on September 1, 2019.  

The assembly adopted the following: Memorial 01-

19, Resolution 01-19, and Resolution 02-19  

Visit the Metro Chicago Synod website at http://

www.mcselca.org/assembly/to read the statements. 

The assembly ended with a Celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist, with a special collection of $3,005 sent to 
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service. 

http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/
http://www.mcselca.org/assembly/
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Children’s Ministry News 

Preschool News 

Our preschoolers enjoyed their  
graduation ceremony! Preschool is still  
accepting enrollments for fall. Please email 
Jennifer with questions 
(jwilliams@edisonparkchurch.com). 

Children’s Ministry News 

Our tried and true “Itty Bitty Bible Camp” is in its 7
th

 
successful year. This year, our theme was Noah’s 
Ark.  We learned about listening to the word of God 
and how God keeps his promises. 

Brand new this year is Grit and Grace, a camp for 
girls ages 6-10.  We will be celebrating all things 
GIRL!  Flyers are available in the office, at the        
Welcome Desk, and on the church website.           
Registration and payment due no later than June 
21. 

Sunday School 2019-20 Needs You! 

We are looking to add a few teaching members to 
our team. The curriculum and all materials are      
provided. If you could make yourself available to 
lead our children one time per month, please see          
Jennifer or Phil.  It’s not a huge commitment and the 
rewards are great! 

 

Youth and Family Ministry News 

A huge thank you for your support and prayers 
throughout the school year. Your donations and   
participation in our many fundraisers are a testament 
to your dedication and enthusiasm for EPLC’s youth! 

Confirmation  

Last month ended another confirmation class session. 
I am truly blessed to have gotten to know these 
young men and women, and I’m confident they’ll 
continue to be involved our church and serve God in 
their own unique way.  

Youth Mixers 

We’ve recently partnered with area churches to hold 
Youth Mixers, where kids get together to play games 
and build relationships with each other. These events 
have been well received and the kids are eagerly 
looking forward to the next one. Please keep our joint 
endeavors in your prayers as they build excitement 
among our youth for church activities and create  
lasting relationships.  

Youth Task Force 

Our new Youth Task Force met for the first time on 
June 3rd and have already planned a service event. 
On July 11th at 6 pm we’ll meet for Pizza and      
Plarning w/McKenna’s Bags. If you’d like to join this 
task force, please let me know or sign up at the     
Welcome Center.  

Update from the Call Committee 

The call committee has been busy interviewing candidates for our new Pastor. We have been given a good 

group of people to choose from and we are being very deliberate and prayerful in our discernment process. 

Please be patient with the process as we don't want to "settle" based on any time restraints.   

From the Treasurer 

 

 

 

Finances have been reasonably good for the first five months of 2019. This is mainly due to expenses being 

down. Expenses in May were almost $46,000 with income being almost $54,000. Income included a $20,000 

gift from the Foundation, which resulted in a difference of just over $8,000 for the month.  

Although expenses have been down, giving has also been down. As we head into summer when regular  

attendance often drops, please remember that you can give by credit card from the church website 

(http://edisonparkchurch.com/giving-to-eplc ), using your bank’s Bill Pay, or through Simply Giving. Thank 

you for your generosity and have a wonderful summer.  

Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer 

May Income YTD Actual Income YTD Budget Income 

53,887 263,204 282,679 

May Expenses YTD Actual Expense YTD Budget Income 

45,809 250,294 304,981 

http://edisonparkchurch.com/giving-to-eplc
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Fellowship 

Movie Night  - North Hall 
Third Saturday of the Month @6:30 pm 

Dear Frankie, starring Emily Mortimer, 
Gerard Butler, and Jack McElhone. There are 
no movie nights in July and August. See you 
in September! 
 

EPLC Book Club Meeting – Nordblad Atrium 
Second Thursday of the Month @7:30 pm  

Our June selection is Beneath  a Scarlet Sky by 
Mark Sullivan. Italian teenager Pino Lella‘s life 
is suddenly upended when his Milan family 
house is destroyed by Allied bombs.  

In July, we’ll be reading The Light Between Oceans by 
M.L. Steadman. Tom Shelbourne takes a job at 
a remote lighthouse with his new bride. One 
day, they find a baby in a boat and raise this 
“gift from God” as their own. Later, their       
actions may have devastating consequences. 

Dorcas Circle  

All women are invited to join this group. Meet for   
Bible study, fellowship, and dessert. Next meeting is  
June 18th at 12:30 pm. Meetings will resume in       
September after this month.  

Men’s Breakfast is the second Saturday of each 

month at 7:30a at Jimmy’s in Des Plaines.  

Mission Quilt Makers are again requesting sheets to 

be used as middles or backs for our quilts. Full size or 
larger are excellent. New quilters welcome! 

Military Chaplaincy Project  

The Veterans Task Force is just over hallway to its 
goal of raising at least $1,000 by July 4th weekend! 
Any donation would be appreciated. To help,  simp-

ly mark your gift “CHAPLAINS”. Thank you!  
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Bible Conversation & Prayer, Sundays 8:00 am 

Meets every Sunday to discuss the gospel in our    

everyday lives. All are welcome. 

Organ Camp and Concert 

Organ camp, June 17 -19:  A 3-day intensive       

summer conference for beginner and intermediate 

adult organists. Email Ron Weber at 

Ronald.weber2019@gmail for more info. 
 

Organ concert, June 19 @7:30p at EPLC 

Come hear David Von Behren, a highly  

accomplished organist, play on the best 

pipe organ on the NW side of Chicago! 

This is sure to be an amazing performance.  

Farewell Coffee Hour for Pastor Kegel 

and Margit Kegel  - June 30th  

Join us in the North Hall to thank Pastor 
Kegel and Margit Kegel for sharing their ministry 
with us. We’d greatly appreciate any monetary or 
food donations! Please let Lynda Hartwig or Jane 
Hammar know if you can assist.  

Many Thanks for the Baby Items 

Due to your kind donations, we filled six diaper 

bags plus three extra large bags with much needed 

baby supplies for the new moms housed at the 

Night Ministry’s shelter! Thank you!  

8th Annual Block Party - Sept 8 

The EPLC Block Party will be from 11:30 - 

2:00pm on Sunday, September 8th. Worship only at 

10:30 that day.  

Sports and Bible Camp (8/12-16 10a - 

2p)  

For rising 1st thru 6th graders. $20/day or 

$85/week for EPLC members. Nonmem-

bers pay $30/day or $130/week. Siblings 

are half off.  Registration forms are at the Welcome 

Center and on the church website.  

Outreach 
Starting July 20th, we’ll be 
collecting school supplies 
for Holy Family School in 
the North Lawndale area. 
A box will be placed near 
the Welcome Center for 
your donations. Items 
needed are: 

 Inexpensive jump 

drives 

 Inexpensive calcula-
tors (must have square 
root function) 

 Lined notebook paper 

 Graph paper 

 Pens and pencils 

 Crayola crayons 

 Washable markers 

 2 pocket folders in dif-
ferent colors 

 Kleenex and disinfect-
ant wipes 

 Heavy duty backpacks 

 1 or 3 subject spiral 
notebooks 

 Dry erase markers 

As always thank you for 
your generosity! 
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TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 


