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Happy July! Summer is here and with it, warm breezes and hot sun. Summer is a time for families to 

take vacations and reconnect due to our busy lives. While many are on vacations, we (staff at ELPC) 

are hard at work planning for September and beyond. We have much to be thankful for with 

Anastazja being here. We also are sad that Phillip (our music director) is leaving. We have assembled 

a search team and we are working hard to find the right person for EPLC. 

We had a congregational meeting this past Sunday and one of the questions raised was how do we 

get more people coming back or for the first time to church? The answer is, we need to invite        

people. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus sends out 70 people in pairs of two to share the Good News that the 

Kingdom of God has come near.  

One of the thoughts is that it’s the pastor’s job to bring people into the church. However, Jesus 

shows us that it’s the people of the congregation that are the “inviters” and the pastor welcomes 

them. There are national surveys that show if a pastor invites someone to church, there’s a 20% of 

that person coming and staying. If a member invites them, there is a 75% chance the person will 

come and stay. Luther said we are the “priesthood of all believers.” 

If we want EPLC to grow and thrive, everyone has to be a part of the mission to share the Good 

News. In Luke’s Gospel, the people came back totally energized by all they were able to accomplish. 

We also talked about repairing our stained glass windows. It will cost about $100,000 to repair the 

protective glass on the outside. If we don’t do it, we will lose our beautiful windows that cannot be 

replaced. It will be a 2-3 year project. In the past, we would have done a capital campaign to raise 

the funds, but we know that right now that inflation is up in double digits, so we’re not doing a     

capital campaign in its typical sense. If you have the means to give and its with a cheerful heart, then 

please give. If you can’t right now, we understand. We hope and pray that the economy will get    

better soon. 

We will keep you up to date on how we are doing towards our goal. The excitement will grow as 

the windows are repaired. 

Peace, PJ 

 

 

 

July 2022 



 P A G E  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Robert R. Lesher, Jr. 

Cindy Pankow  

Julian Lee  

Alex Makarow  

Are you on Facebook? Be sure 

and “Like”  Edison Park  

Lutheran Church! 

 

 

 

 

8:30 - 2:30pm  

Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Fri.  

 8:00 am - 12:00 pm on Wed.  

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the 

following donations: 

 

To the EPLC Foundation:   

In Memory Of June Kreplin           

from Elaine Horning  

QR Code for Giving 

The QR Code can quickly be scanned with your 

smartphone’s QR code reader, connecting you 

directly to our mobile donation page.  

Thanks for your support! 

 

  

                                  

Kelly Gaertner Shawn Penge 

Rob Jan Page 

Christine Hamilton  John  

Al Schafer  Pandi 

Patti Kaage Yauch  George  

Edith Kedzia  Lynn  

Christine Hansley  John Klaes  

Michael Rix Francine Byrnes  

Valerie Rix Jean Anderson   

Jane Rix Edgar  

Gerry Tichelbault  Diane Snook 

Carolyn Tracey Hooper’s Dad  
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A Message from the Deacon  

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

I was encouraged this past Sunday with the attendance at the Congregational meeting in the 

north hall.  Thank you to all who were able to attend.  Several good questions were asked and 

many good ideas were suggested.  Pastor encouraged people to call Leslie to get their name on a 

list of volunteers to help with the ideas that were presented.  I was disappointed to learn that not 

one person called Leslie to volunteer to help.  One person sent a text to me during the meeting of-

fering to help in a specific area and we appreciated that.    

  

Without a willing group of volunteers, these projects can’t happen.  We have a very small staff, and 

we all pitch in wherever needed.  But without someone stepping up to “own” a project, and carry 

it through to execute it, it just won’t get done.  Every week in the Announcements, Leslie includes a 

request for volunteers.  There are sign-up sheets at the Welcome Desk.  We need greeters, ushers, 

Sunday School teachers, help with the outreach committee, hosts for coffee hour, driver for the van 

so we can provide rides for those without transportation, and help in many other areas. 

  

Another area where you can help is reaching out to someone you miss seeing at church. Pastor 

and I have made many phone calls to people who haven’t come back yet due to Covid.  We also 

do home and hospital visits. A call from another parishioner would be a wonderful way of letting 

them know the congregation misses them. It takes a team to do it and we need your help. 

  

Some asked questions about the youth program including VBS, Sunday School, service projects, 

and Confirmation. Anastazja is working hard to get our youth program organized and will meet 

with the Youth Task Force when events are scheduled.  However, we need people willing to help 

make events happen. Again, it takes a team to do it and we need your help. 

  

So my challenge to all who have ideas or suggestions on ways to help us grow is to call Leslie with 

your idea and be willing to step forward to lead that initiative. And please reach out to other mem-

bers who you don’t see at church and encourage them to come back and worship with us in per-

son.  We are all part of the body of Christ and it takes all of us working together with the Holy 

Spirit’s leading, to continue to be a vibrant congregation.   

  

Blessings, 

Deacon Carole 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Interested in offering your unique, God-given gifts to love and serve the church?         

   If you would like to be a worship service volunteer, you may contact the church office or 

sign the volunteer list on the welcome table.           

 Ushers greet people as they arrive and assist with seating. 

 Lectors read scripture passages during the service. 

 Communion servers handles preparing for services of Holy Communion. 

 Musicians enhance our worship with song and instrumental music. 

To help with Altar Care, contact Beth Burke (elizabethburke@sbcglobal.net).  

 

            

 

               Please find sign up sheets on the welcome Desk.  

 

Council Update 

The following items were discussed at the June 14th Council meeting: 

Welcomed Anastazja Machl 

Summer worship schedule 

Philip McPeek's resignation 

Synod Assembly report 

Tech position 

Accounting assistant 

Property projects 
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 Edison Park Lutheran Church                   

book Club List  

The Book Club meets the second Thursday 

of the month in the Atrium  

 

 
July 14th  

August 11th  

September 8th  

October 13th   

November 10th   

December 8th  

Communion 

As we slowly and hopefully are putting Covid 

behind us, the good news is that we will have 

the option of having communion by intinction 

at the altar this weekend. If anyone prefers    

having communion in the pews, we will still 

have the communion kits available. 
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*We are asking you to make sack suppers in your own homes (wearing gloves and masks, please) 

and then deliver them to the church parking lot between 1:45 pm and 2:00 on these Sundays: July 

10th, and August 14th. 

Each sack supper should contain: 

a sandwich 

three cookies or other small treat 

a banana/tangerine/or fruit cup, one bag of chips and napkin 

Please email  Karen Burkum at 5burkums@gmail.com one week before the delivery date with the 

amount of sack suppers you're willing to donate.  

*Also, we will continue to collect gift cards for those in need. Gift certificates to the following busi-

nesses would be greatly appreciated: $25 Target, $10 Marianos/ Walmart/Jewel, $10 Marianos/

Walmart/Jewel, $10 - $25 Walgreens/CVS, and $5 - $10 Burger King/McDonalds/Subway. Gift 

cards should be place in an envelope labeled “Night Ministry” and can be left at the Welcome    

Center. Thanks, in advance, for supporting marginalized folks in our community, especially during 

this difficult time.  

Night Ministry  

Vera June Nordmeyer    

June 5, 2022 

Daniel Garcia                        

June 26, 2022 

 The Veterans Task Force is collecting food items for 
the O'Hare Airport USO from now through July 
31st. Donations of individually wrapped snack items 
would be appreciated. For example: sm. bags of 
chips, pretzels, cookies, granola bars , gum, candy 
bars, etc. Unfortunately no home -baked goods are 
accepted at this time. Donations can be dropped off 
at the Welcome Center. Thank you for your support 
towards our military men and women passing 
through O'Hare airport.  
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Scheduling a Baptism? Contact the church office at 773-631-9131 to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? Contact the church office to get your date on the calendar, and we’ll help you in 

the initial stages.  

 Pastoral Care: Please contact Pastor Joe at 224-204-7554 or Deacon Carole Edwards at 
773-580-3617 when you are hospitalized or whenever you would like a phone call or a 
visit. Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate the opportunity 
to pray for your healing.  

Coffee hour:  We could use some help with coffee hours! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to host coffee hour.  

This entails bringing food (cookies, coffee cakes, etc) and preparing trays for serving. 

We can always use donations of baked goods for coffee hour too. 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call 

the office or email Leslie (lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com). We ask for one week’s 

notice. Altar flowers: $40 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $25   
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The Men’s Ministry meets on the second Saturday of the month for men’s breakfast at 

Jimmy’s on Rand Rd 1440 Rand Road, Des Plaines at 8am. 

Exercise Class 55+ 

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 8:25am. Questions, please feel free to contact 

Gary Duszak. 

Note from Pastor Joe and Tammy Schultz  

Thank you for your prayers, cards, and support at this difficult time. It was greatly ap-

preciated. 

 

 

Sympathy and prayers to Pastor Joe & Tammy and family on the death of         

Tammy’s beloved sister Cindy Pankow who passed away on June 4th 

Thank you to all who donated to the ELCA Chaplain program.  

We surpassed our goal of $1,000. 

A total of $1,022 was collected by the end of May. 



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 


