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February What’s up 

 
To all our amazing members and friends of EPLC! By the time you read this, it will 
almost be a year of Covid restrictions. I am reminded of the words in Joshua 1:9 
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not 
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” It has-
n’t been easy to get discouraged, but because God is faithful, Covid-19 hasn’t 
stopped us from proclaiming the Good News in new and exciting ways. Even the 
restrictions Covid-19 has placed on us, with God’s help, we have adapted and 
grown. 

The month of February is typically cold, but thankfully, February has only 28 days. Then March comes 
with the time change, we are reminded of new life with the coming of spring. I want you to know that 
the leadership of EPLC has continued to work hard to keep our congregation connected and growing. 
When Covid restrictions are finally lifted, we will all celebrate together. 

As we look forward in growing the church and our ministries. We are in the process of looking for a   
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry. We developed with a job description and are sending it 
out to our Seminary and other colleges. We hope to find someone soon. 

BLAST with Jennifer Williams and Confirmation with Pastor Joe will be in-person in the beginning of     
February. Club 3:16 (our Senior High group) is starting to meet thanks to the help of Tim Najarian. We 
are looking forward to seeing our young people in church again. 

You will have heard at our annual meeting about the vision for the future of our church. I want you to 
know, YOU are all an indispensable part of EPLC’s future. As we partner with Jesus, each and every one 
in our congregation is essential to the future of the church. But know this. We are the Body of Christ,   
because we are one community.  

I hope (as we all do) that the restrictions will be lifted and we can once again be together in one place. I 
hope and pray that all of our members, friends and neighbors feel God’s presence in our and their lives.  

Peace, Pastor Joe 

             



 

Church Office Hours 

The church office is open from 9:00a—12:00p    
Monday - Friday when preschool is in session.  

The building is open for limited use by church and 
community groups of 10 people or less. 

 
  
 

Prayer Requests (as of 1/29/21) 

 Laurie Knodel 

 Dale Peters 

 Jacob Schulz 

 Gloria Lucke 

 Jeff Weickart 

 Tammy Lathan 

 Roxie Hays 

 Rich Heath 

 Thomas Kahn 

 Mark Dupke 

 Carter Russell Smith 

 Stephen Sorensen 

 Joseph Milazzo 

 John Rose 

 Jim Gatz 

 Justin Storlie 

 Mary Koerner 

 Marianne 

 Peter 

 Jason Meyers 

 Anne Schroeder 

 Peggy 

 

 

Sympathy    

Sympathy to the friends and family of: 

 Jim Priest 

 John Krischke 

 John Leibrock 

 Wayne Fickett 

 Jane “Joy” Sommers 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the            
following donations: 

 
To the EPLC Foundation: 

 In memory of John Leibrock, from Jan Page, 

Barbara Smith, Gary Duszak, David and Karen 

Svendsen, and Barb and Ed Kruse 

 
 In memory of David and Osa Svendsen, from 

David Svendsen  

  

 In memory of Dionis and Katherine Haas, and 

Martin and Edith Benson, from Tom and Sally 

Benson 

 
To the General Fund: 

 In memory of John Leibrock, from Joan          

LeValley, Shirley Andersen, Andrew and Cara 

Bergen, Sandra and Herb Schmeisser, and Vera 

Johnson 

 

 In memory of John Krischke, from Carolyn 

Wangrow, Shirley Andersen, Holly Barrett,      

Marie Kruse, and Shirley Krischke 

 

 In memory of Jim Priest, from Oberweis              

Securities/Patrick Joyce, Karyl Dwyer, Thomas 

Fahy and Jacqueline Drake 

 
All Saints Memorials: 

 In memory of Betty Foss, from Susan and John 
Wulff 
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Council Update   

At the January Council meeting, it was decided to have ten Congregation Council members for 2021 (a 
minimum of nine is required). The slate is as follows: 

First term ends January 2022 - Joe Bartel, Gary Berg, Maureen Cassaro, Kristina Stafen  

First term ends January 2023 - John Cherry, Jonathan Jedd, Kathy Wendorf 

Second term ends January 2023 – Carolyn Nasheim  

Second term ends January 2024 - Phyllis Doyle, Joan Yost 

 We are in the search process for a Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministry   

 Several Property issues are being addressed, including: parsonage, supply pipe leak, new fire doors 
installed. 

 We will have an emphasis on Stewardship this year. Please let us know if you’re willing to serve on 
this team. 

 Thank you for your faithful support. 

A Message from the Deacon  

Dear Friends, 

In a few weeks we begin our Lenten journey. People often give something up for Lent. Some people add 

something to their daily lives, such as keeping a journal, or praying more often. It’s a constant reminder 

of who God is and our need for God in our lives. 
 

The pandemic has taught us to appreciate the little things in life. Much that we took for granted — eating 

out, sharing hugs, gathering with friends and loved ones, worshipping and singing in church, coffee 

hours, visiting the sick in hospitals and those in nursing or assisted living facilities — all stopped this past 

year. Fortunately, we’ve found safe, although new and different, ways to worship. Hopefully, as more of 

us get vaccinated, we can return to life as we knew it. 
 

I use a small black plastic plate almost daily. It has no monetary value, but has much senti-

mental value. My brother had decided to surprise me by ordering a veggie burger to bring 

home with him. He’d asked for it to be wrapped on the plate they’d normally serve it on,   

rather than in a disposable container. It was something so little, yet so thoughtful. In the nine 

years since he died, I find myself using that plate and remembering that small act of kindness.  
 

So as we prepare our hearts for Ash Wednesday, may we look for ways to be a blessing. Maybe 

it’s helping a neighbor with shopping, shoveling snow, or just a phone call to say hello. Invite 

them to church, tell them about our virtual services. Reach out to those around you.  
 

Lent is about the journey to the other side of death. Over the next 40 days, Jesus will walk down the 

mountain of Transfiguration and up the mountain of Golgotha. There he will be nailed to a cross and will 

die. But the story doesn’t stop there, that is only Good Friday. Easter is the exclamation point at the end 

of this journey. What is found in the tomb on Easter morning is our promise of what awaits us on the 

other side of death.  
 

Lent is a journey toward the cross. And toward a tomb, and the mysterious, unending joy of those who 
found that tomb empty. Invite someone to hear the Good News! 
 

Blessings on your Lenten journey, 

Deacon Carole Edwards 
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Preschool News 
 

We will be exploring    

winter over the next few 

weeks! Snowmen will be 

highlighted with stories 

written by Caralyn Buener. We will create many 

snowman projects and experiment with “snow-

dough”. The children will also learn about polar 

animals and hibernation. 

Accompanying our chilly 

theme is an author study on 

Jan Brett. This great author/

illustrator will take us to      

wintery places as we study 

The Mitten, The Hat, and 

Trouble with Trolls, 

Our annual Pajama Party will 

be Friday February 12.  The 

kids always look forward to this celebration.  

March will bring St. Patrick’s Day and a mischief-

making leprechaun to class.   

Our Bible stories focus continues with        

Epiphany, the baptism of the Lord and other 

stories of the life of Jesus leading through Lent. 

  

REGISTRATION HAS BEGUN!!! 

Registration for the 2021-22 school year is     

underway. Please note registration is on a first 

come-first served basis. Places cannot be held. 

When your paperwork and deposit are received 

your registration is complete. Please check out 

our website at http://edisonparkchurch.com/

eplc-preschool for information.  Follow the pre-

school on Facebook for a look into our          

program. Please contact Jennifer Williams,     

Preschool Director, at 

jwilliams@edisonparkchurch.com with         

questions or to schedule a tour. 

Children’s Ministry News 

BLAST returns in February! We are thrilled to welcome back our awesome group. Kids will meet (socially   

distanced and masked) in the South Hall on Wednesdays at 4:15. The session runs February 3 - March 

10.  

Sunday School-At-Home continues our lessons on The Lord’s Prayer. Families receive a weekly 

reflection, talking points, activity, and prayer all about The Lord’s Prayer. Similar to our Advent 

packets, families will soon be receiving Lent activity packs to examine the season at home. 

FOUNDATION CORNER 
 

A Brave New World 
 

The last several months have been difficult for every-

one in one way or another. As spring approaches, 

we are anxiously awaiting the rollout of the COVID 

vaccine and a return to something resembling        

normalcy. Times and circumstances have forced us all 

to change and adapt, especially around technology. 

We Lutherans have a reputation of being resistant to 

change. Some of that is deserved, some not so much. 

At EPLC we are embracing change for the better in 

that we are now fortunate to have a full-time senior 

pastor again. During the difficult times of the shut-

down, the staff at EPLC has done a tremendous job 

of continuing their mission to serve our congregation 

and the surrounding area to the best of their ability. 

Likewise, the members of EPLC have done a great job 

in supporting the church to the best of their ability. 

The Foundation exists, in large part, to support the 

church in times of need. We too, however, need your 

support to continue in our mission to be there for the 

church. To that end, the Foundation has set up a Pay-

Pal account in order to make donations without    

having to write a check or leave the comfort of your 

computer or smart phone. Our PayPal account is 

foundation@edisonparkchurch.com. As always, you 

will receive a tax benefit as this is a donation to a 

501(c)(3) charity. 

One last request on behalf of both the Foundation 

and the church. Many people have been and contin-

ue to struggle during this time. However, many have 

been blessed to be able to continue with their jobs 

and have not been hit as hard during these times. If 

you find yourself in the latter category and have    

received government stimulus money, we humbly 

ask that you consider donating a portion of those 

funds to either the Foundation or directly to the 

church. We are hopeful that we can all be together 

again on Sundays (and Saturdays) soon. Until then 

good health and God’s blessings to you all. 

mailto:foundation@edisonparkchurch.com
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Call Committee Update 
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 Sunday Supper Volunteers Needed  
 

In the past, Edison Park has partnered with Park Ridge Churches to serve Sunday Night      
Suppers, offering a free community meal to individuals and families in Park Ridge and the    
surrounding area from September through May. Currently, the suppers are co-hosted by St. 
Mary's Episcopal Church and Park Ridge Presbyterian Church. (Previously, hosts have been St. 

Paul of the Cross and St. Lukes churches.) 
  
As with most things, the format of the Sunday Suppers, which are now being served curbside at the Park 
Ridge Presbyterian Church, has changed with the pandemic. Meals are being picked up at a neighbor-
hood restaurant, packaged at PRPC, and then delivered directly to cars.   
 

Two or three volunteers are needed for both the March 14 and March 21 suppers. The time commit-
ment is from 3:30 - 5:00 pm.  If interested, please contact Kathy at erlandsson75@comcast.net for more          
information.  

The Night Ministry Meal Serving Opportunities 
 

Thank you to everyone who donated sack suppers on January 24! The next dates to 

serve are February 28 and March 28. Please let Kathy (erlandsson75@comcast.net) know 

the number of suppers you plan to donate.  

Each sack should contain the following: a sandwich, three cookies or other small treat’, a banana/ 

tangerine/fruit cup, bag of chips, and a napkin.  

Please wear a mask and gloves when preparing the suppers. Plan to drop them off in the church 

parking lot between1:45 and 2:00 pm. Thank you very much for helping the clients of The Night   

Ministry! 

The Book Club will meet in the church parking lot at 7:30pm on the second Thursday 

of each month. The meeting will take place inside if the building is open. If the build-

ing is closed, members will receive the new book and return the previous one.  

 

February book  

“Home for Erring and Outcast Girls” by Julie 

Kibler 

March book 

“The Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage 

Murders and the Birth of the FBI” by David 

Grann 

Lenten Worship 

Our Lenten Sermon Series will be “Faith under Construction.” In the Midwest, there is always 

road construction and at times, it can be difficult to get where we want to go. Everyone can 

navigate the imperfect road of faith, by learning to identify obstacles in the road. There are 

potholes, speed bumps, dead-ends, roadblocks and U-turns. We will look at how to navigate 

through the potholes of living a life of faith.  

Ash Wednesday (February 17):  In-person at 12:00 pm (25 person capacity; sign up online at 

https://signup.com/go/sFFVmds) 

and virtual (visit www.edisonparkchurch.com for the link)  

Mid-week Lenten Worship : Virtual only  

https://signup.com/go/sFFVmds


 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 
Lenten Worship 

Ash Wednesday 2/17 

In-person at 12:00 pm and 

Virtual 
 

Mid-Week Wednesday Worship 

Virtual Only 

See inside for details  


