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Worship Schedule 

Saturdays @ 5:00p 

Sundays @ 9:00a & 

10:30a 

Message from the Deacon   

Waiting for something we need or want can often cause anxiety, fear, and feelings of uncertainty. It can 
sometimes be the story of our lives. And yet, we find ourselves in that very place. We’re in the season of     
Advent—a time of waiting, preparation, and anticipation. For hundreds of years, the people of Israel waited in 
longing expectation that their promised Messiah would come from heaven—the One who would bring God’s 
kingdom upon the earth. And the Messiah did come—not as they expected, but as a baby, and we celebrate 
his birth. And Advent also reminds us that he is coming again. The early Christians thought Jesus would re-
turn soon, and waited with anticipation. Yet here we are, ready to close out 2019, and we too, wait. The Son 
of Man will come the second time, not as a baby, but rather “in clouds with great  power and glory” (Mark 
13:26). We don’t know when, and Jesus himself said that it isn’t our place to know.  

 
In our Gospel text from the First Sunday in Advent, Jesus urges us to stay awake, be aware, and wait          
expectantly because the Son of Man will come unannounced. When I was in the Selah Singers group here at 
EPLC decades ago, we sang a song titled “I Wish We’d All Been Ready.” That song reflected the message from 
Matthew 24: 36-44. And so we wait, with patience and expectation, believing that every word of God proves 
true. We light candles, hang the decorations, and remember the promise, and never lose hope. 

 
As we prepare for the final days of 2019, we set our eyes on 2020. We don’t know what the future holds, but 
we know WHO holds the future, and because our lives, and our eternity rest in Him, we have nothing to fear. 

  
We have much to celebrate at EPLC. We have a faithful congregation, and a dedicated Council and staff. 
EPLC continues to minister to its members, as well as to families outside our walls. We support many outside 
ministries through our various outreach opportunities. Our building is used as a meeting place for many    
support groups. God has blessed this ministry and we live expectantly until his return.  

 
Blessed Christmas and New Year to you and your family,  

Deacon Carole 

 

Mission Moment  
Sunday, December 29 

10:00 am  
  

Come hear Jordan Collins-Brown speak 
about his missionary work in Japan over 

the past year. 



 

Church Office Hours 

9:00a—1:00p Monday through Friday 
  

Prayer Requests (as of 12/6/19) 

 Matthew McGuire 

 David Brady 

 Sandra (Ingeborg Petry’s niece) 

 Julian Lee 

 Anthony Prezioso 

 Alice C.  

 Erik S.  

 Diana Meredith  

 Robin Vanden Bygaat 

 Carol Sternberg 

 Christine Bailey Smith 

 Marge Cherry 

 John Rose 

 Laurie B. 

 Tony Ciminello 

 Jill Beemer 

 David Wetzel 

 Maryann Kellenberger 

 Carla 

 The Pucillo family 

 Maria Dziuba 

 Al (Barb Rudel’s father) 

 Jayden (a friend of Jayne Swanson) 

 Sandy Rahn 

 

Sympathy    

Sympathy to the friends and families of: 

  Richard Pence 

 Joyce Schwartz (Graham Schwartz’s mother) 

 Barbara Stewart 

 
Baptisms 

Lincoln Charles Farley - November 30 

Andrew Ernest Olmstead - December 28 

 

 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the       
following donations: 

 

To the EPLC Foundation: 

 From June Kreplin and Laura Rinard 

 In memory of Richard Pence, from Ed and Barb 
Kruse  

 In memory of Lester Kinney, from Joan Kinney 

 In memory of Luella Porcaro, from Carl and     
Deborah Cook 

 In memory of Joyce Schwartz, from Gilbert and 
Joan Yost 

To the General Fund: 

 In memory of Richard Pence, from Al and Carol 
Schafer, Marilyn and Gregory Cook, Diane Snook, 
and Joanne and Caryl Giusti 

 In memory of her parents, Arthur and Alice 
Nasheim, from Carolyn Nasheim 

 In memory of their nephew, Peter M. Wulff, from 
John and Susan Wulff 

 In memory of their mothers, Jean Lane and Mary 
Helen Brust, from William and Sandra Brust 

 In memory of Luella Porcaro, from Laura Fogard 

 In memory of Jerry Andersen, from Shirley         
Andersen  

 In memory of Lynn Eckdhal, from Jeffrey and Mary 

Ann Eckdhal  

 In memory of Jean Lane, from Louis and Sheila 
Virgilio 

 In memory of Iris Ziemann, from Donna and Don 
Johnson, Mike and Makayla Zielinski, and Robin 
Zielinski and family 

 In memory of Joyce Schwartz, from Robert and 
Deborah Leeds, Wendell and Margaret Labern, 
and Dale and Jacqueline Wagnild 

To the Music Fund: 

 In honor of Bruce and Jennifer Nelson’s 25th    
anniversary, from Kimberley and Mark Schaeffer 
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Scheduling a Baptism? 

Contact the church office at 773-631-9131 to begin    

the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? 

Contact the church office to get your date on the     

calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages. A  

Wedding Director will be assigned to help with the  

details of your special day. 

Pastoral Care 

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards at 773-580-
3617 when you are hospitalized or whenever you 
would like a visit. Even if you would rather not have 
a visit, we would still appreciate the opportunity to 
pray for your healing.  



 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 
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Council Update   

In the last few months, the Council handled the 
following: 
●  Welcomed Philip McPeek as our new full-time  
Director of Worship and Music and authorized his 
move into the 6651 N. Oshkosh property. 
●  Heard reports from the Safety Ministry Team. 
●  Appointed the new Call Committee and approved 
the updated Congregational Profile.  
●  Approved EPLC as an election site for 2020. 
●  Approved title change for Alyson Kristensen to  
Parish Coordinator. 
●  Approved updating office computers (project in 
process).   
●  Approved the establishment of a Property        
Committee to handle building-related projects. 
●  Working on a new Building Usage Policy. 
●  Authorized the Audit Report, which was favorable. 
●  Authorized a staff Christmas lunch. 
●  Sponsored the Edison Park Turkey Trot.  
 

The Council appreciates and is thankful for your 
prayers, stepping up to help with needed work and 
repairs, and your financial support. Thank you!  
 
~Carolyn Nasheim, Council President 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

I would like to introduce myself to those who don’t know me. My name is John Cherry, and I am the new 

Treasurer for EPLC. I look forward to communicating with the congregation in the next year. I thank you for 

the opportunity to serve this church that I love. EPLC is a vibrant community and I accept this opportunity to 

serve in the position of Treasurer. I hope to communicate our financial position to you effectively.  

The last couple months have been similar to the way this year is going. Contributions are down, however so 

are expenses. The staff has worked diligently to control expenses as much as possible. I want to thank them 

for their dedication to this church and our mission. I encourage everyone to prayerfully consider their        

contribution and help support this wonderful place.   

As the year stands now, we have a $138,240 deficit. If it weren’t for the EPLC Foundation, we would be 

forced to make many tough decisions. The long-term mission of EPLC cannot be sustained at this rate. I ask 

everyone to get involved and do whatever you can to help keep this faith community alive and well. We all 

want to see EPLC moving forward and following our mission: To be a people living, loving and serving as  

Jesus did….so that all may know Him. Thank you! 

Respectfully Submitted,  

John Cherry 

EPLC Treasurer 

Music Ministry News 

Please join us for the special services in December 

(see back cover for dates and times). 

In January, we will begin our celebration of the      

Epiphany season, a time of light and revelation, 

where we remember Christ made known to all     

nations, his baptism, and his transfiguration. 

Adult and Bell choirs resume rehearsals in January 

(Wednesdays at 7 pm for choir and Thursdays at 5 

pm for bells), and we could always use additional 

singers or ringers. Please consider offering your time 

to these worthy causes through which we come   

together to praise and proclaim through music. No 

experience is necessary to ring with the bell choir; if 

you have the interest and are willing to come to   

rehearsals we’d love for you join us. Please contact 

me for more info at 

pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com or 773-631-9131 x 

222. 

If you have other musical gifts to offer in worship, 

please don’t hesitate to reach out to me. I’d love to 

find a time and way to use those gifts in worship. 

~Philip McPeek, Director of Worship and Music 

October Income YTD Actual Income YTD Budget Income October deficit 

29,713 337,855 378,714 19,746 

October expenses YTD Actual Expenses YTD Budget Expenses YTD Shortfall 

49,459 476,095 567,659 138,240 
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Children’s Ministry News 

Our kids have been working hard 

on creating Christmas trees to     

display in the Atrium on December 

15. Be sure to take a look as we 

gather for Lessons and Carols! 

BLAST continues on Wednesday    

afternoons. Please join us at 4:30 

pm for Bible lessons and choir! 

Youth and Family Ministry News 

Merry Christmas to you and your family! I pray that 
these holidays are a time of deep connection, both 
in your own relationship with Jesus, and also with 
family and friends.  

Our youth programs are chugging right along and 
I’m so grateful for the support we've received from 
this generous 
congregation. 
The Murder 
Mystery Dinner 
was a huge 
success and 
Club 3:16 was 
there in style. I’m also grateful for the Youth Task 
Force, a wonderful group of people who work tire-
lessly so our youth can connect with God and with 
each other. I thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart.   

Lastly, I’m grateful for our partnership with            
Redeemer Lutheran, Messiah Lutheran, and St Luke's 
Lutheran Churches. Our Youth Mixers provide kids 

with service projects,       
fellowship, and of course 
...pizza. I’m praying that 
they will join us for our  
annual Confirmation   
Retreat in March 2020.  

Preschool News 

Preschool is gearing up for a very busy month!  We will begin with Gingerbread Fun. 
After reading the Gingerbread Man, we will work collaboratively to decorate ginger-

bread houses to display, as well as ones to take home. 

Next, we will learn the importance of the Christmas star. All children need to bring a 
flashlight on Friday, December 13 for a scavenger hunt for stars throughout the church. 

Families will come together for our annual Christmas Party in the South Hall on Thursday, December 19. 

Christmas is such a time for wonder! Our kids all enjoy this great season. We will be hearing many stories 
about the Holy Family as we prepare for the birth of Jesus. Preschoolers love this story because babies and 
birthdays are so relatable! 

An Update from the Call Committee 

The Call Committee has met several times. We have 

submitted a revised Ministry Site Profile and discussed 

interview questions and process. We have received 

several profiles of potential candidates and plan to 

schedule interviews after the holidays.   

FOUNDATION CORNER 

And so, as Tiny Tim observed, God Bless Us,    
Every One!         

~ Charles Dickens 

“A Christmas Carol” is one of my favorite books. I try to 
find time to read it every year during this blessed     
season. It is a reminder to open one’s shut-up heart, 
and to think of others more than one’s self. Sadly, 
once Christmas is over, we often forget these 
thoughts and return to our normal routines and ways 
of thinking. So during this festive time (and through-
out the rest of the days of the calendar) let us          
remember the lessons taught to Ebenezer Scrooge. 
Let us all resolve to honor Christmas in our hearts and 
to try to keep it all the year. And so, as Tiny Tim        
observed, God Bless Us, Every One! 

Since 1965 donations to the Edison Park Lutheran 
Foundation have helped sustain the life of Edison 
Park Lutheran Church. Since it was established, over 
$2,000,000 have been gifted to EPLC to sustain and 
grow its ministry. We welcome your gifts during this 
festive Holiday season and throughout the whole 
year. 

Please ask a Foundation Director if you would like to 
know more. Directors are: Dale Ammentorp, Joe     
Bartel, Barry Bleeker, Mark Dupke, Gary Duszak, Kurt 
Gustafson, Monika Hemm, Deanna Jordan, Tom    
Benson, Paul Specialle, Alice Rybak, and John          
Romano.  

A blessed Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year from the EPLC Foundation Board of Directors! 



 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

Fellowship 

Movie Night –  North Hall 
Third Saturday of the Month @6:30 pm 

There’s no movie night in December.  
  

January 18: The Big Sleep, starring Humphrey 
Bogart and Lauren Bacall 

 
EPLC Book Club Meeting – Nordblad Atrium 
Second Thursday of the Month @7:30 pm  

December 12:  Rocket Men by Robert Kurson provides 
a behind-the-scenes look into 
NASA in 1968 as the United States 
rushes to beat the Russians in a 
race to the moon.  
 

January 9: A Bag of Marbles by  
Joseph Joffo. This memoir tells how 10-year-old       
Joseph and his brother fled from Paris during the WW 
II Nazi occupation to the South of France, which was 
free.  
 

Dorcas Circle meets the third Tuesday of each month 

at 12:30p for Bible study, fellowship, and dessert. Next 
meetings are 12/17 and 1/21 at 12:30p.  
 

Men’s Breakfast is the second Saturday of each 

month at 7:30a at Jimmy’s in Des Plaines. Join us 
12/14 and 1/11 for good food and good fellowship! 
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Outreach 

Help Us Decorate Our Mitten Tree! 

New hats, mittens and gloves, and scarves 

in both adult and children’s sizes are need-

ed. The collection will run through New 

Year's. Thank you! 

Toy Collection for Holy Family School  

The toy collection for the first and second 

graders (ages 6-8) runs until Sunday,     

December 15. Please stop by the Welcome 

Desk to sign up and get a name tag. There are still a 

few left!  

Thank You for The Night Ministry Stockings 

Thank you to all who purchased items and to the   

confirmation students for 

stuffing 80 stockings. These 

were filled with items to 

make life a little more com-

fortable for people who may 

be homeless. 

Property Needs and New            
Dedicated Fund 
We have many property issues that need attention! 
Please call Deacon Carole if you have a passion for 
this area of ministry and are willing to serve on the 
Property Committee. This involves identifying and 
prioritizing projects, securing bids, and making     
recommendations to the Council. 

A new fund has been established to help cover 

property expenses. Gifts given to this fund will only 

be used for property repairs and maintenance. We 

will not tithe on these gifts. Please mark your       

envelope “Property Fund” to ensure that your gift is 

recorded properly. Thank you for your continued 

support! 

Where Do My Offerings Go? 

Here is an explanation of how your financial        

gifts are distributed.  

EPLC tithes 10% on offerings given to the General 

Fund (regular offering envelope). This amount is 

sent to the Metro Chicago Synod each month to 

support the work of the wider church as part of the 

ELCA’s ministry. The remaining 90% is used to cover 

our expenses, such as utilities, insurance, program 

expenses, salaries, benefits, supplies, building 

maintenance and repairs, and other ministry        

expenses. 

If your gift is marked for ELCA World Hunger,       

Disaster Relief, Holy Family, New Hope Food Pantry, 

LSSI, Missionary support, ELCA Chaplains,            

Concordia Place, etc., your entire gift is sent to that 

ministry. We don’t tithe on that and we don’t keep 

a portion of it. 

If your gift is marked for a Dedicated Fund within 

EPLC, such as Memorials, Music, Property, Youth 

Fundraising, etc., the entire amount is deposited in 

that fund to be used for that purpose. We don’t 

tithe on these funds. 

Deacon Carole can answer questions regarding 

your financial gifts. Your faithful gifts are greatly   

appreciated! 

Year End:  All contributions for 2019 must be 

received by December 31, 2019. Thank you for your 

faithful gifts! 



 P A G E  6  

 

  
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

P A G E  7  

 



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

Advent and Christmas Worship 

Advent Lessons and Carols  
Sunday, December 15 @ 10:00 am 

Christmas Eve  
4:00 pm (Family Service)  

9:00 pm and 10:30 pm (Candlelight Services) 

Christmas Day    
10:00 am  


