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Dear Friends, 

As we enter into the “dog days” of summer, I am thankful for air-conditioning. I also think of the 

many people who don’t have it, so if you know of anyone who doesn’t have A.C. please check on 

them.  

I am excited to share some good news with you. The church Council has voted to hire Kevin Zehme 

as our new Director of Worship and Music! Kevin has 40 years of experience leading worship and 

music. He will start sometime in mid-August. I want to thank the Music Task force for their hard work 

and expertise. We will have his bio coming out soon. 

We are looking to start the repairs on our stained-glass windows. After getting the windows looked 

at, if we don’t take care of it soon, we might lose them and I know how much they are loved. I will 

be sending out a letter to explain in more detail about the process and our capital campaign. Also, at 

the congregational meeting, I made a mistake about the protective glass. It is not UV protected. I was 

told, because it would hurt the stain in the glass.  

As for EPLC, we are working hard to share the Gospel and reach out to our neighbors. One of the 

ways we do that is through our invite cards. It’s a good conversation intro to sharing our faith. When 

we get to know someone, the card can be a way to bridge the conversation to faith by inviting the 

person or people to church. Whether it’s an event or a worship service (find out what type of wor-

ship service or mission event they like). 

We also need to keep our first responders in our hearts and prayers, especially our police officers. The 

emotional and physical stress they are under is crushing. In Chicago, we are losing officers weekly to 

suicide and many leaving our city in droves.  

Peace, Pastor Joe 
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2022 
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Are you on Facebook? Be sure 

and “Like”  Edison Park  

Lutheran Church! 

 

 

 

 

8:30 - 2:30pm  

Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Fri.  

 8:00 am - 12:00 pm on Wed.  

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the 

following donations: 

To the EPLC Foundation:   

In Memory Of June Kreplin           

from Elaine Horning  

 

QR Code for Giving 

The QR Code can quickly be scanned with 

your smartphone’s QR code reader,          

connecting you directly to our mobile       

donation page.  

Thanks for your support! 

 

  

                                  

Kelly Gaertner Shawn Penge 

Rob Jan Page 

Christine Hamilton  John  

Al Schafer  Pandi 

Patti Kaage Yauch  George  

Christine Hansley  Lynn 

Michael Rix Francine Byrnes  

Valerie Rix Jean Anderson   

Jane Rix Edgar  

Gerry Tichelbault  Diane Snook 

Carolyn  Tracey Hooper's Dad 

Donna Baalson  Mike Ewanic  

Frank Roberts  Elvera Coburn  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Interested in offering your unique, God-given 

gifts to love and serve the church?         

If you would like to be a worship service            

volunteer, you may contact the church office or 

sign the volunteer list on the welcome table.           

Ushers greet people as they arrive and assist with 

seating. 

Lectors read scripture passages during the        

service. 

Communion servers assist with distribution of  

Holy Communion.  

Musicians enhance our worship with song and 

instrumental music. 

To help with Altar Care, contact Beth Burke 

(elizabethburke@sbcglobal.net).  

 

 Please find sign up sheets on the welcome Desk.  
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A Message from the Deacon  

Dear Friends, 

My heart was warmed by a letter we received last month from a former member 

who now lives in Iowa.  Here’s a portion of it: 

“Enclosed is my check to be used toward repair of the stained glass windows.  I remember with 

great joy all the times I had to observe them!  I so much appreciate receiving the newsletter and 

read it from page to page, still seeing familiar names. Greetings to all!” 

 

This was the first gift received toward the stained glass window restoration project.  What a       

wonderful way to start this project!  Since this gift, two other gifts have been received and we are 

very grateful.  And we’re grateful to the Foundation for offering to contribute the cost for the first 

two windows scheduled to be restored. In this difficult economic season, we are so blessed by your 

faithful support of this ministry.  Thank you! 

 

As we prepare for Fall programming, I’m grateful that our staffing vacancies have been filled with 

the hiring of Anastazja our new CYF Director, Katie, our new Tech Director, and Kevin, our new   

Director of Music and Worship.  And I’m hopeful that we’ll be hiring an accounting assistant very 

soon. We have many events planned for the Fall. Please let us know if you’d like to help with any of 

them.  Please reach out to your friends and neighbors and invite them to come to church with you.  

They just might be waiting for that invitation! 

 

Blessings, 

Deacon Carole 

Council Update 

The following items were discussed at the July 12th Council meeting:  

•Tech position – Council approved the hiring of Katie Piskorowski as the Tech Director.  Katie will 

live in the 6651 N. Oshkosh house as part of her compensation.  

•Accounting assistant – interview scheduled 

•Summer Worship/Sunday School Congregational Meeting June 26th 

•Director of Music position – interview and audition scheduled  

Council called a special meeting on July 26th to review the following recommendation received 

from the Music Task Force: 

“The full task force with the exception of Carolyn Nasheim was present for the interview of Kevin 

Zehme on July 20, 2022. The seven members present unanimously recommend Kevin Zehme to 

serve as music director of Edison Park Lutheran Church and respectfully request that the church    

offer him the position.” 

The candidate was invited to meet with the Council on July 26th.  Following that interview, 

Council approved the hiring of Kevin Zehme as the Director of Music and Worship.  The offer was       

extended and accepted.  Kevin will live in the Oliphant house and hopes to start in a few weeks. 



 PAGE 4 

Greetings from Property… 

Here’s an update on current property projects as well as issues identified by members. 

 We are in the planning process for the first phase of the stained-glass window restoration.  We 

will need to coordinate with ComEd and the city for necessary permits.  Thank you Pastor for 

your leadership on this project!  

 We had work done on one of the rooftop AC units that decided not to cooperate just as the 

summer heat arrived.  Thank you Duane for coordinating the fix! 

 Wall plaster in the transept is being addressed.  The roof flashing above has been re-sealed.  

The exposed brick in that area remains as a way to monitor whether or not the issue has been 

corrected before rebuilding the plaster wall. 

 Not sure when, but vandals cracked six of the glass blocks in the lower level women’s powder 

room and these have been replaced. 

 New concrete was poured by the Avondale entrance. 

 New lock tumblers were installed on the balcony/Choir Loft doors to help secure the A/V 

equipment. 

 Rust had eaten through a joint on the ramp entrance railing but Paul S. successfully welded and 

primed it for painting. 

 Gil Y. has provided guidance on restoring the Church doors that have been beaten by the    

summer heat and sun over the years. 

 We found new floor tile in the storage 

area under the Oshkosh house that 

will be used to replace the tile in the 

lower level men’s washroom. 

 The main Church entrance hand-

railings are on the top of the list! 

 Replacement of the rope sash in the 

serving windows in the North Hall 

have been replaced… thank you     

John K. 

 Tuck-pointing and electrical/lighting is 

also on the list. 

 We continue to experience water 

seepage by the stage exit door and I’d 

love to pick your brain about a good 

fix (did some of that today with Cindy 

D.)… call the Church office and leave 

me a message! 

 Thank you Jane and Deanna for     

keeping the grounds looking great 

and to Phyllis, Beth and Duane for 

working hard to keep the building 

clean! 

Respectfully, 

Jonathan Jedd 
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Comments from the Edison Park Lutheran Church Foundation, Inc. 

 

The Foundation is proud and honored to be supporting the Church on a monthly 

basis by making up the shortfall in the regular offerings to the Church. We have also 

committed to paying the first year’s salary of the Child, Youth and Family Director. 

With Market instability and these ongoing outlays of monies, the Foundation is     

finding itself with its asset value in decline. As in the past we, the Directors, are         

recommending that you reflect and pray about your stewardship responsibility to the 

Church and its Annual Budget. Gifts to the Foundation can be made through your 

estate or insurance plans, but for now, giving to the EPLC would be appreciated. We 

all know that these are difficult times managing our personal funds is difficult. It is 

easy to assume that the Foundation can continually cover the Church’s Budget    

shortage, but the truth is, we need to protect the Foundation for future special and 

emergency needs. 

Where does your giving to the Church fit into your personal budget? We all need to 

consider what the Church means to each one of us and how it has always been here 

for us. It is important that we take time to make the Church our individual responsibil-

ity. Make the church part of your family budget and fulfill your stewardship to the 

Church. Remember it is God’s wish that we care for his Church. Please pray and think 

about how you can make Stewardship a reality and a JOY filled opportunity. The 

Foundation will be participating in the Stain Glass Window Restoration Campaign. 

As this project moves forward, please partner with your EPLC family in caring for our 

beautiful priceless windows. Our full Church Staff is now in place and we’re ready to 

move forward to excitedly bring life and growth to EPLC. Whether it’s Time, Talent or 

Treasure, you are needed. Please feel free to let the Church Office know that you 

have a gift to share. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

The Board of Directors 

Edison Park Lutheran Church Foundation, Inc.   
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Serving Meals In-person is Coming Back to The Night Ministry 

Throughout the pandemic, EPLC kept its commitment to The Night Ministry but with appropriate 

precautions. Where we once gathered at church to make sack lunches and volunteers helped serve 

them to Chicago’s unhoused, we instead made them in the safety of our own homes and one vol-

unteer collected and delivered the meals. The Night Ministry is now letting groups of four help 

serve our meals. We hope we will be able to provide volunteers in the fall. If you are interested, 

please email Karen Burkum (Karen Burkum <5burkums@gmail.com). 

For now, please continue to make sack suppers in your own homes (wearing gloves and masks, 

please) and then deliver them to the church parking lot between 1:45-2 p.m. on Sunday, August 14 

or September 18, or between 9-9:15 a.m. on Saturday, October 15. *This is an easy way for teens to 

earn service hours for various school requirements.* 

Each sack supper should contain:  

a sandwich 

three cookies or another small treat 

a banana/tangerine/or fruit cup 

one bag of chips 

napkin 

If you can donate, please email Karen at least one week before our commitments                          

(Aug. 14, Sept. 18, Oct. 15) with the amount of sack suppers you will provide.  

 

*Also, we will continue to collect gift cards for those in need. Gift certificates to the following       

businesses would be greatly appreciated: $25 Target, $10 Marianos/Walmart/Jewel, $10-$25 

Walgreens/CVS, and $5-$10 Burger King/McDonalds/Subway. Place gift cards in an envelope      

labeled “Night Ministry” and leave at the Welcome Center. Thanks, in advance, for supporting     

marginalized folks in our community, especially during this difficult time. 

 

 

Night Ministry  
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Scheduling a Baptism? Contact the church office at 773-631-9131 to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? Contact the church office to get your date on the calendar, and we’ll help you in 

the initial stages.  

 Pastoral Care: Please contact Pastor Joe at 224-204-7554 or Deacon Carole Edwards at 
773-580-3617 when you are hospitalized or whenever you would like a phone call or a 
visit. Even if you would rather not have a visit, we would still appreciate the opportunity 
to pray for your healing.  

Coffee hour:  We could use some help with coffee hours! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to host coffee hour.  

This entails bringing food (cookies, coffee cakes, etc) and preparing trays for serving. 

We can always use donations of baked goods for coffee hour too. 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call 

the office or email Leslie (lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com). We ask for one week’s 

notice. Altar flowers: $40 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $25   
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The Men’s Ministry meets on the second Saturday of the month for men’s breakfast at 

Jimmy’s on Rand Rd 1440 Rand Road, Des Plaines at 8am. 

 

 

 

 Edison Park Lutheran Church                   

book Club List  

The Book Club meets the second Thursday 

of the month in the Atrium  

August 11th  

September 8th  

October 13th   

November 10th   

December 8th  

Exercise Class 55+ 

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 8:25am. Questions, please feel free to contact 

Gary Duszak. 

 

 

 

 

Monica Marie Barth  

07/17/2022 

Connor Schultz  



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 


