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Hi Friends, 

I can’t believe August is here. The summer is 2/3’s over, but the fun and excitement is 

still going on. I want to thank our council for all of their hard work to keep our church     

moving and growing. There are events already being planned for August and the 

school year. Like the blessing of the back-packs and a tail-gate party after the service 

on August 21st.  

We are still searching for a full-time CY and F director. This is another part of our vision for the     

future of EPLC. My hope is that we will have a youth person in-place by September. If we don’t, I 

will need someone to help with the admin part of confirmation. That would include sending out 

and receiving quizzes and tests through Google classroom or other apps. If you are interested in 

helping out, please let me know. 

The overhaul of the sound and visual media for worship in the sanctuary will be starting soon. Just 

a reminder- what you will see are 2 large screen monitors, one on each side of the chancel area 

and 1 or 2 in the rear of the sanctuary. What you won’t see is the sound system, but there is much 

need for tech equipment. 

Thankfully, our worship services are open and we are working hard to be ready for September. 

Our hope and prayers are that Covid positivity rate stays low or fades away. However, with the 

new Delta variant on the rise, we will keep our eye on the positivity rate. A preview for September 

is the plan is to have worship services on Saturday at 5:00, Sunday at 9:00 traditional and 11:00 

contemporary with Sunday School and coffee hour at 10:00. 

We want you to know you are missed. Luther said that we are the priesthood of all believers. That 

means we need everyone to commit to coming back and bring a friend. We all know people who 

have been hit hard by the pandemic. They might need a place to feel safe and cared for. 

Stewardship is one of the plans we have for later this year. Stewardship is more than financial     

resources. Its time, its serving and using your gifts and abilities for the mission of the church. 

 

Peace, PJ 



 

Prayer Requests (as of ) July 30, 2021 

 Laurie Knodel 

 Dale Peters 

 Gloria Lucke 

 Jeff Weickart 

 Tammy Lathan 

 Roxie Hays 

 Stephen Sorensen 

 John Rose 

 Jim Gatz 

 Michael Rix 

 Justin Storlie 

 Mary Koerner 

 Marianne 

 Peter 

 Jason Meyers  

 Anne Schroder  

 Cathy & Cliff 

Cliff jr  
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 Pastoral Care 

Please contact Pastor Joe at  
224-204-7554 or Deacon  

Carole Edwards at  
773-580-3617 when you are  

hospitalized or whenever you would 
like a phone call or a visit. Even if you 

would rather not have a visit, we 
would still appreciate the opportunity 

to pray for your  
healing.  

 Peggy  

 Michael Daum 

 Bill  

 Scott Hillmer 

 Frank Roberts 

 Carolyn Przyborkski 

 Judith Vaul 

 Jan Pica 

 Victor Segafredo 

 Barbara Kueemp 

 Mike Cherry 

 Cindy Pankrow 

 Lilli 

 Dale Peters 

 Arlene Vullmahn  

 Tony Byrnes  

 Denise Maziarz 

Baptism  

Elinor Anne Daigle  

Molly Nicole Daigle  

David Alan DeCherrie  

Jeremy Odin DeCherrie  

Skye Alexandria Acevedo  

Cameron Olvia O’Brien  

Soren Lake Kaage   

 

 

 

First Communion  

Austin Mauro  

   Sympathy    

Sympathy to Laura & Mark Home and family on 

the death of Laura’s mother Lorelei E. Peterson 

who passed away on June 1st.  

 

 

 

Sympathy to Carole Edwards on the death of 

her beloved friend, and former husband   

Edward Frank Bywalec who passed away on 

July 3, 2021 

Are you on Facebook? Be sure 

and “Like”  Edison Park  

Lutheran Church! 

          Monday - Friday            

          8:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.  

                  closed for lunch 12-12:30 p.m. 

The building is open for use by church and 
community groups. Group size depends on 

the room being used.  

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the  

 following  donations: 

To the EPLC Foundation:  From the National 

Philanthropic Trust, recommended by Mr. Craig 

M. Sorensen and Mr. Michael White, In Memory 

of Virginia Sorensen. 

To the General Fund: 

In memory of Virginia  Sorensen, from Karyl G. 

Dwyer  

In memory of Sharon Rose, from Julie A Rose-

Skifano  
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A Message from the Deacon 

Dear friends, 

Tomorrow is not a guarantee for anyone – regardless of age or physical health – and last month, I 
was reminded of that reality.  Every weekend last month, I had the privilege of accompanying     
families in their journey of grief.  And, in a very real and personal way, I too walked that sacred    
journey.  During the month of June, a beloved friend was hospitalized twice.  As his condition wors-
ened, I was intimately involved in difficult end of life decisions as his Power of Attorney.  Fortunately 
he was able to return home for his final days this side of Heaven.  In his last days, he received the 
sacrament, and was anointed with holy oil, the same oil we use in baptism.  We talked about all the 
loved ones he’d see in Heaven.  When we knew he was close to death, his family, caregivers, Pastor 
Joe and I gathered to provide comfort to my friend and each another.  We shared stories, we as-
sured my friend that he was a beloved child of God and claimed in his baptism, and that Jesus 
would be welcoming him home.  Just before midnight Pastor prayed, then all seven of us held 
hands and prayed The Lord’s Prayer around the bed of my friend.  He actually took his last breath as 
we were praying the last words of that prayer.  That was a real gift.  It was a holy and sacred mo-
ment to usher him into Heaven as he heard the familiar words of the prayer we had prayed each 
night.  

It’s been almost ten years since I’ve had a close family death, but the death of my friend reminded 
me of what grieving families face in the days following a death.  As the Executor of his estate, I 
found myself incredibly busy with all the tasks that needed to be done.  From working with the    
funeral home, planning a service with his church, planning a lunch, notifying friends and family, 
gathering pictures, countless calls, emails, texts, and all the many details that needed attention.  It 
was a good reminder for me as I work with other families as they go through their loss.  Thank you 
for your cards, memorials, prayers, presence at the visitation and service, and support at this difficult 
time.  It was greatly appreciated. 

Death physically separates us from those we love, but Scripture assures us that we don’t grieve as 
people without hope. I saw a headstone that read “Not gone, just gone on ahead.”  God has prom-
ised us an eternity with Him.  As people of faith, we walk day by day in the knowledge that nothing, 
not even death, can take away the love and grace of God.  We know that we’ll be reunited with our 
loved ones again in Heaven and we claim the promise of John 3:16 “For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have    
eternal life.”  We trust in God’s promise in baptism that we are claimed by Christ forever, and we rest 
in the sure and certain hope of the resurrection.  

I heard a radio pastor suggest that this world is nothing more than a clean bus stop.  We’re all just 
passing through.  Good reminder to look forward to our Heavenly home.  

In the words of St. Francis of Assisi, “it's in dying that we are born to eternal life.” 

 

Blessings, 

Deacon Carole 

 

 

  



 

Council Updates: 

Sarah Kovach and Philip McPeek attended the July 13th meeting to discuss opening with full    
worship schedule in September.  Starting the weekend of September 18 and 19, the Saturday wor-
ship service will be at 5:00p, and the Sunday worship services will be at 9:00a (traditional/blended) 
and 11:00a (contemporary).  Sunday School and Coffee Hour will be at 10:00a.  We are making 
plans for Rally Day on September 12th, with only one service at 10:00a, followed by the Block    
party.  Food service for the Block Party to be  determined following CC guidelines.   

August 21st is the Back to School Bash and Family Party.  We are still actively recruiting for a          
Director of Children, Youth and Family as well as a Tech person.  Hopefully in August you will see 
changes in the sanctuary that will enhance worship.  Property issues to be addressed: tuck point-
ing the church, North transcept wall, safety cameras, parking lot..  Thank you for your support of 
EPLC through your prayers and offerings.  

 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is great to have everyone coming back to church and see people in the sanctuary! I’m so thankful to be 

able to worship again, I hope you are encouraged to come worship in person again. Our income has taken 

the typical mid-summer drop, but we hope with increasing attendance things will improve. With things 

opening up we will have all our programs starting up again so please join us!!  

We look forward to seeing you at EPLC! 

Respectfully submitted, 

John Cherry 

EPLC Treasurer   

  Jun-21 May-21 Year to Date  Prior Year (2020)  

  Actual Actual Actual Budget   Actual Budget  

          

INCOME          

Regular Income  21,761 33,141 
188,43

0 177,518  157,931 199,850  

*Foundation Gifts  25,000 25,000 
150,00

0 0  90,000 0  

Foundation- Special Projects  0 0 46,666 0  0 0  

Memorials Transferred  0 0 0 0  0 0  

Estate Gifts  0 0 10,000 0  185,986 0  

Total  46,761 58,141 
395,09

6 177,518  433,917 199,850  

EXPENSE          

Expense  56,813 55,568 
364,95

3 342,578  244,653 300,586  

          

DIFFERENCE  (10,052) 2,573 30,143 
(165,060

)  189,264 (100,735)  
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We would love to have you participate by sharing your time and talents in our worship services. We 

are looking for people to assist with the following: 

 Ushers greet people as they arrive and assist with   seating. 

 Lectors read scripture passages during the service. 

 Altar Care handles preparing for services of Holy Communion. 

 Musicians enhance our worship with song and instrumental music. 

If you are interested in being an usher or lector, please reach out to Leslie Martinez           

(lmartinez @edisonparkchurch.com). To help with Altar Care, contact Beth Burke 

(elizabethburke@sbcglobal.net). If you are interested in musical opportunities, contact Philip 

McPeek (pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com). 

 

Edison Park Lutheran Church book Club List 

The Book Club meets the second Thursday of the month in the Atrium 

Date  Book  Author  

8/12/2021 At All Costs  John Gilstrap 

9/09/2021 A Simple Plan                                Scott Smith 

10/14/2021 The Dutch House                           Ann Patchett 

11/11/2021 Miracle Creek                                Angie Kim 

12/09/2021 The Tattooist of Auschwitz             Heather Morris  
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BLAST 

Our Wednesday afternoon Bible Learning And Sharing Together 
will begin on Wednesday, September 15 at 4:00.  All children    
preschool-6th grade are welcome to join us for a variety of fun 
and games, fine arts, service, learning and singing.  Please email 

Jennifer with questions or sign-ups!  Stay tuned for more info. 

 

Sunday School: 
Sunday School is starting!  We are thrilled to have in-person  

meetings beginning September 19 during “Education Hour”  

between services from 10:00-10:45.  All children in Preschool 

through 6th grade are encouraged to attend.  We are recruiting 

Sunday School Leaders.  If you might be interested, please reach 

out to our Children’s Ministry Director: Jennifer Williams 

(jwilliams@edisonparkchurch.com). All teaching and student  

materials are provided, just bring your enthusiasm and love for kids! 

 

 

 

 

Preschool News: 

Preschool will be in session in September!  We are excited to get 

back to our business of creativity, exploring and experiencing the 

wonderful world of learning. 

Saturday, August 21, 2021 

Backpack Blessing 

Back to School Bash  
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Many thanks to those who have  continued to donate  

sack suppers to The Night Ministry.  

Your generosity and willingness to serve are greatly appreciate 

 

Heath and baby kits 

Thanks to all those who put together heath and baby kits! We're deeply 

grateful for all your loving work on our behalf and your global compassion!"    

                   Last summer date to Serve with The Night Ministry  

The next date to serve August 25. Please prepare sack suppers (wearing a mask and 

gloves) each containing (1) a sandwich, (2) three cookies or a small treat, (3) a  

banana or tangerine, (4) a bag of chips, and (5) a napkin. Drop off is between 1:45 

and 2:00 pm on those dates in the church parking lot. Email Kathy 

(erlandsson75@comcast.net) with the number of suppers you’ll make and date(s) you can serve. 

Thank you!  

Friends of EPLC:  I have been on the prayer list since my cancer diagnosis last October.  I want to 

take a moment to thank you for the prayers, cards, calls and well wishes you have provided me 

and my family.  Following my December 24 surgery for thyroid/lymphatic cancers, I began my   

recovery.  I was lucky that things went well.  My March scan shows no current remaining cancer 

and I will be on simple maintenance going forward.  Thanks be to God and the members and 

friends of Edison Park Lutheran Church.  

Warmest Regards,  

Mark Dupke 

 

Coffee hour:  

Coffee hour will be starting Sunday, September19th, after service. 

We could use some help with coffee hours! 

Please sign up at the Welcome Center to host one in the upcoming weeks.  

This entails bringing food (cookies, coffee cakes, etc) and preparing trays for serving. We can     

always use donations of baked goods for coffee hour too. 

Altar Flowers: If you would like to order altar, pulpit or baptismal flowers, please call 

the office or email Leslie (lmartinez@edisonparkchurch.com). We ask for one week’s 

notice.  

Altar flowers: $40 (for a set of two) or Pulpit or baptismal flowers: $25   
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Block Party on Sunday, September 12, 

2021 after Worship service 

Food service for the Block Party to be    

determined following CC guidelines.  

     More information to follow.  

 

Saturday, August 21, 2021 Back to School Bash  

Backpack Blessing 

Sunday, September 12, 2021 Block Party  

Wednesday, September 15, 2021 Blasts and Confirmation starts  

Sunday, September 19, 2021 Sunday School Starts  

Coffee Hour Starts  

Saturday, October 2, 2021 Pet Blessings  

Sunday, October 3, 2021 Quilt Sunday  

Saturday, November 6, 2021 

Sunday, November 7, 2021 

All saints  

  Save the date for Sunday, October 3, 2021 

The Mission Quilters here at EPLC will be displaying the quilts on October 3rd in the 

sanctuary before they get sent off to other parts of the states and world as part of 

Lutheran World Relief. We welcome you to come and see them and sit on them. We continue 

to   appreciate all the cotton fabrics and threads that the congregation and friends donate to 

this    ongoing project. Please feel free to join us on the 1st and 3rd Friday of the month, wheth-

er you sew, tie a knot or enjoy the  fellowship. Workers are Lynda Hartwig, Alice Rybak, Debbie 

Schug,      Marilyn Baalson, Lois Johnson, LeVerne Myers, Nel and Jane Hammar 
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Memorial service  

for  

   Phyllis & James Priest 

   Friday, September 3rd 

   10-11 visitation 

   11:00 service 
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Annual School Supply Collection 

EPLC will once again collect school supplies for Holy Family School in the North Lawndale area. 

Boxes will be located near the hospitality table for your donations.  Please have all supplies at 

church by Sunday, August 22. Thank you, as always, for your generosity! 

Supplies Needed items: 

Inexpensive Calculators: they must have a square root function 

Inexpensive headphones to use with computers, Lined notebook paper, Graph paper, Pens and 

pencils, Crayons, Washable markers, 2-pocket folders in different colors, Whiteboard markers, 1 or 3 

subject spiral notebooks, Heavy duty backpacks, Kleenex and disinfectant wipes for classrooms 
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Holy Family School Annual Collection   

Granting Teachers’ Wish Lists   

If you are a teacher, or if you know a teacher, you know that many times teachers often spend their own 

money for classroom supplies and equipment. It is thought that the average teacher spends about $500 a 

year on classroom materials.   

This year, Holy Family School has three grades making special requests for their classrooms and are asking 

for our help. Teachers have special requests for their classrooms which includes individual white boards 

and erasers (20 - 100), a classroom set of novels, and a special request from a teacher looking to decorate is 

classroom in order to engage students and tie to social emotional learning. 

  

Here is the letter from this teacher. 

Dear Prospective Donors,  

My name is William Methling and I have been teaching at Holy Family School for over 11 years now!  One 

element of my classroom that I'm very inspired to look at this year is the actual environment itself.  Often-

times I'd let the room remain pretty minimalist with a few decorations here and there and space for student 

work to be posted.  This year I want to make walking into my classroom an EXPERIENCE.  My goal is to 

transform my room into a "Good Vibes Disco".  I'm talking: Tie-dye, neon lights, disco and 60s/70s music, 

and the theme of Good Vibes all around.  This would not only be a classroom aesthetic, but also a mindset.  

I plan to use the year 1969 specifically as a base reference for everything and also then use it as a point of 

comparison for what we read in class and whatever happens in the world around us during 2021-2022.   

This theme will be intertwined into Social Emotional lessons, history lessons, classroom parties, homework, a 

first week Disco extravaganza designed for students to LOVE their first week of school and have reason to 

bring home excitement to the dinner table.  

Even though last year was the worst for many, I feel it was truly my best year ever!  I am so lucky I get to 

work with the same class again and find ways to make their learning experience unforgettable this year.  

Our students have to love learning, and if they love their classroom environment we are halfway there al-

ready!   

Below is a link to my "Good Vibes Disco" wish list.  If you are able to help with the purchase of these items I 

would be so grateful.  My goal would be to be able to have these items by August 9th in order to begin the 

process of transforming the room.   

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3D4NH951R4B3Q?ref_=wl_share 

 

Thank you for everything and God bless. 

If you're able to help Mr. Methling out by purchasing items for his classroom from Amazon to be received 

by August 9th, you can click on the link above and send the items directly from Amazon. 



 

TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No reservations  

   No check-in procedure 

    We hope to see you soon! 

 


