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August/September, 2019 

6626 N. Oliphant Ave., Chicago, IL 60631 + www.edisonparkchurch.com  + 773-631-9131 
Mission: To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so that all may know Him. 

Worship Schedule 

Saturdays @ 5:00p 

Sundays @ 9a & 10:30a 

 

EPLC Block Party 

Sunday, September 8 

We’re gearing up for our very popular annual block party. Please consider volunteering to help make this event a  
success! Sign up at the Welcome Center or let Phil know that you can help. This event is open to the community so 

invite your friends and neighbors!  

Only ONE worship service September 8 @ 10:30a  

 Food will be served starting at 11:45a. The party will go until 3 pm this year to allow for 

even more fun! 

 Tents and chairs will be set up in the West parking lot (by the Youth House). You can also 

bring your own fold-up chairs or blankets to ensure there’s enough seating. 

 EPLC will provide hot dogs, burgers, water, and soft drinks. Beer and wine will be available 

for purchase. 

 We will need salads, side dishes, main dishes, and fruit to have enough food for everyone! Please sign up at the 
Welcome Center or call/email Alyson to let us know what you’ll bring and how many people 

you’ll be. 

 Joe McShane will be rocking the house with live music again this year. 

 We’re bringing back the dessert contest. Will you make the winning treat? Sign up at the    

Welcome Center if you’d like to enter the contest.  

 There will be a bounce house, kids’ games, face painting, a visit from the CFD, and more! 

 Please plan to park off-site. If you’re able bodied, please park some distance away so the 
street spots closest to the church are available for those who need them. The handicapped 

parking spaces in the South lot (by the ramp) will be available. 

In case you missed it, David Von Behren 
put on an amazing performance on our 

Schlicker pipe organ on June 19.  
We were honored to host such an incredi-
bly talented and humble young musician. 
Saint James Lutheran Church and Weber 

Performing Arts were partners in this   
performance. Here is David with Anika 

and Patrick Kristensen, and two friends. 



 

Church Office Hours 

9:00a—1:00p Monday through Friday 
  

Prayer Requests (as of 8/1/19) 

 Karen Bartel 

 Viola Collins-Brown 

 Marge Erickson (Rebecca Heneghan’s grandmother) 

 Michael Freeman (relative of Rose family) 

 Beth Hansen 

 David Hibbeler 

 Erik Hultman (Martin Both’s brother-in-law) 

 Laurie Knodel 

 John Krischke 

 Ralph Kudsk 

 Diane Peters 

 Kurt Sanders 

 Arline Vullmahn  

 David Wetzel 

 Richard Witney 

 Marge Workman 

 Ron Anderson 

 Jayden (a friend of Jayne Swanson) 

 Carol Ann Kolls 

 Karen Hocks 

 Julie Brooks 

 Karen Dwyer 

 Jenny Vallone 

 Joey Bartel 

 Dale Peters 

 Matthew McGuire 

 Marge Cherry 

 Donna Brady 

 David Brady 

 Bob Schmidt 

 Sandy Placko 

 Bob Fiske 

 Sandra (Ingeborg Petry’s niece) 
 

   Sympathy    

  The sympathy of the congregation to: 

 Sheri Sears; Lynette House and her children McKenna, 
Dakota and Skylar; Joyce Weickart; and their families on 
the death of long-time EPLC member, Richard Sears 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Baptisms 

Emma Riley Homa - August 10 

George Timothy Johnson - September 1 

 
Births 

Cody Zachery Brubaker - June 29  

 
Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the       
following donations: 

 

To the EPLC Foundation: 
In memory of Lester Kinney, from Joseph and Maria 
Horvath 
 

In memory of Richard Sears, from Gary Duszak,       
Barbara Smith, Gloria Lucke, Ed and Barb Kruse, and 
Gil and Joan Yost 

 

Pastoral Care 

Please contact Deacon Carole Edwards when you are 

hospitalized or whenever you would like a visit. Even 

if you would rather not have a visit, we would still  

appreciate the opportunity to pray for your healing. 

We’d love to visit you in your home, or meet you 

somewhere for coffee anytime.  

 

We have a great pastoral care team consisting of  

Deacon Edwards, Stephen Ministers and many others 

who are eager to visit when there is a specific need, 

or just for conversation.  

 
Call Deacon Carole Edwards at 773-580-3617 

 
 

EPLC Church Council Members 
 

Carolyn Nasheim, President 
Kevin Burkum, Vice-President 

Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer 
John Cherry, Assistant Treasurer 

Gary Berg, Secretary 
 

Joe Bartel 
Maureen Cassaro 

Phyllis Doyle 
Vicki Evers 

Mark Schaefer 
Kristina Stafen 

Joan Yost 
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Scheduling a Baptism? 

Contact the church office to begin the process. 

Scheduling a Wedding? 

Contact the church office to get your date on the    

calendar, and we’ll help you in the initial stages. A 

Wedding Director will be assigned to help with the 

details of your special day. 
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Council Update 

It’s been a busy summer with many property issues to deal with, changes in our music staff, and the ongoing search for 

a Senior Pastor. We are also taking steps to improve our building safety and will keep you informed as that process 
moves along.  If you’re here at night, you’ve probably noticed our new LED lights in the parking lots. We’ve had many 
electrical issues needing service.  The awning over the alley was leaking and needed repair. The fence was damaged, 
and thankfully Werner Calder will repair it for us.  

 

Council appointed the following people to the Music Search Committee to review and interview candidates for the    
Director of Worship and Music position: Bruce and Jennifer Nelson, Co-Chairs, Alice Rybak, Karen Svendsen, Melissa 
Johnson-Suity, Karen Burkum, Kendra Jordanof, Carolyn Nasheim.  Several resumes were reviewed and interviews and 
auditions were held. We hope to be making a decision in the next two weeks.  
 

Armando Arriazola resigned from council because his family is moving to Texas. We thank Armando and Pam for their 
faithful service to EPLC. They and their daughters, Leilani and Victoria, will be greatly missed. John Cherry was             
appointed to Council to fill this vacancy. We’re thankful that John has agreed to fill the role of Treasurer when Wayne 
Ammentorp moves to Arizona. An updated list of Council members may be found on page 2.  
 

Thank you for your dedication to EPLC. Please continue to pray for our church, the Call Committee, and for our search 
for a Director of Worship and Music.    
 

Carolyn Nasheim, Council President 

Message from the Deacon   
Change is one of the most difficult things for us to handle - whether it’s in our personal lives, work environment, or  
within our church.  We like consistency, and knowing what to expect. And when things or events happen that are    
beyond our control, our routine changes. And so we find ourselves entering the second year without a Sr. Pastor. We 

were blessed to have Pastor Kegel as our Interim Pastor from October through June. After Pastor Kegel’s contract end-
ed, we’ve been blessed with pastors who have provided faithful preaching each week as we’ve continued to  worship     
together during this time of transition.  
 

Remember that worship and prayer are two constants in our spiritual walk. Worship and prayer “styles” may vary, but 
the central focus, regardless of style, is our focus on the triune God. We come to worship God, give thanks for the     
blessings we’ve received, and receive the sacrament, and we leave this place fed and nourished to face the week ahead. 
The one thing we can count on, in this uncertain time, is a God who loves us unconditionally. He is a God who accepts 
us as we are, and carries us when the burdens are too much for us to handle.  
 

I was encouraged by a beautiful email I received from one of our members recently. We became acquainted when I  
officiated at her mother’s funeral service many years ago. I invited her to our services, and she came. After a while, she 
also brought two other friends. Since then, all three have joined our church family and are active in several ministries 
here. I was sharing that, although I had never met her mom, I was sure that her mom would be happy to know that she 
had found a church home here. Here is what she shared:  Every time I am in church, I think of my mom. I think of the 
foundation of faith that she, along with my grandparents, instilled in me and am grateful! I know that they are with me 
in church each service. Sometimes memories I have forgotten are triggered by a psalm, song, verse, that relate to them. 
They all had a strong faith and taught me much.”  What a beautiful testimony to her family’s legacy of faith, and a      

reminder of why it’s important to come to church each week and be part of the fellowship of believers.  
 

It’s been a busy summer and we look forward to our annual block party on September 8th when we can enjoy a time of 
fun and fellowship. And it’s a time when our regular programming resumes with Confirmation, Sunday School, Blast, 
and choirs. Thanks to all who are involved in making these ministries vibrant and successful. October brings our annual 
Pet Blessing on Saturday, Oct. 5th, at 10:00a in Monument Park. It’s a wonderful way to share the love we have for our 
pets and celebrate God’s creation. Hope you can join us for this fun event. 
 

Continue to pray for EPLC – for the staff, church council, call committee, and for each other, as we search for a new   
pastor. Pray that the Holy Spirit would direct this process. God knows our needs and has promised to supply them. We 
look to the future with hope and confidence, trusting God’s plan for this ministry. Each week we welcome new people, 
some looking for a new church home, and they’ve been led to worship with us. They feel welcome and secure here. 
May this continue to be a welcoming place of worship, and may we continue to seek God’s guidance. 
 

Thank you for your faithful support for EPLC. We have a rich history and are blessed to remain strong and healthy in a 
time when many churches are struggling. We are blessed to have the support of the Foundation. We look ahead to 

what God has planned for us. 

Blessings, Deacon Carole Edwards 
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Children’s Ministry News 

Itty Bitty Bible Camp 

Itty Bitty Bible Camp in 

June was a  major success, 

with 18 preschoolers    

participating! These kids 

were a mix of members, 

preschool alums, and 

neighborhood kids. Everyone loved the 

theme of Noah’s Ark, which allowed us to explore 

the concepts of listening to God, taking care of     

important things, and keeping promises.  

 

Grit and Grace 

Our first-ever camp just for girls was  

also a huge hit! Nine girls participated 

and had a great time learning about     

Biblical heroines, doing crafts,      

dancing, and enjoying some spa-

time.  

 

Family Fun and Information Night 8/21 

Please put our Family Fun and Information 

Night on your calendars! Come to the 

South Hall at 6:30p to learn what’s in store 

for our fall children/youth programs. We’ll 

have a picnic-style dinner and then a    

movie outside at 7:30p.  

 

Backpack Blessing 8/25 

Children can bring their backpacks on 8/25 to      

receive a blessing as they begin their school year.  

 

Sunday School Begins 9/15  

Sunday School will begin at the 

9:00a service on 9/15. Children 

will meet their teachers, visit 

their classrooms, and learn about 

this year’s theme, “Mission of Faith.”  

 

Welcome Back Preschool! 

We’re gearing up for a new school year! There will 

be a Parent Orientation on Tuesday 9/3 at 7:00p 

and the first day of school will be 9/4. We look      

forward to another exciting year growing children’s 

hearts and minds!  

 

Youth and Family Ministry News 

Youth Task Force 

The July 11 Pizza and Plarning 

event was very well-received (and 

attended!) and a future plarning 

event will be planned. Please   

continue to donate your plastic shopping bags!   

The Youth Task Force has generated some great         

ideas for fundraising and engaging our youth. Its 

next meeting is 8/5 at 6:00p.  

 
Colorado Trip 

I look forward to sharing highlights of 

our youth trip to Colorado in the next 

newsletter. 

 
Children/Youth Programs Begin 9/11 

We’re excited to begin a new year of youth            

programs. BLAST will begin Wednesday 9/11 at 

4:30p with a gathered Celebration of Peace to com-

memorate September 11th, followed by choir at 

5:15p. Confirmation is again at 6:00p and Club 3:16 

will be 7:30p. Please use the new registration form to 

sign up! This year we will continue safety procedures 

we began last spring for Blast and Choir. Parents/ 

guardians will need to sign their child(ren) in and out. 

Thanks for your understanding as this procedure 

keeps kids safe and accounted for.  

 
Confirmation  

You can still register your 7th or 8th grader for       

confirmation. A kick-off dinner will be held 9/4  at 

6:00p and classes will begin 9/11.  

 

 

EPLC T-Shirt Design Contest 

EPLC needs YOUR help to design our new church 

merch. Show your church pride with your 

original design. T-shirts featuring the new 

design will be available for purchase at the 

block party on 9/8.  

Submit your design by 8/16 to Phil with your name 

clearly printed on it. All children and youth are wel-

come to participate. The winner receives a free shirt! 
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Fellowship 

Movie Night –  North Hall 
Third Saturday of the Month @6:30 pm 

There is no movie night in August. The movie 
for September is Howard Hawk’s production of 
“Rio Bravo” starring John Wayne, Dean Martin 
and Ricky Nelson. See you 9/21 at 6:30p.  

 

EPLC Book Club Meeting – Nordblad Atrium 
Second Thursday of the Month @7:30 pm  

In Still Life by Louise Penny, the residents of 
a small Canadian town are certain that     
Jane Neal was accidentally killed by a     
careless bow-hunter. But does Chief           
Inspector Armand Gamache agree? Read 
the book and then join us 8/8 to see how 

Jane Neal really died. 

Leaving Blythe River by Catherine Ryan Hyde 
is a coming of age story of 17-year-old Ethan                  
Underwood’s search for his missing father, 
Noah. Join us 9/12 to discuss this riveting 
book. 

 
Dorcas Circle  

All women are invited to join this group. Meet for   
Bible study, fellowship, and dessert. Next meeting is 
9/17 at 12:30p.  
 

Men’s Breakfast is the second Saturday of each 
month at 7:30a at Jimmy’s in Des Plaines. Join us for 

good food and good fellowship! 
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Bible Conversation & Prayer, Sundays 8:00 am 

Meets every Sunday to discuss the gospel in our    

everyday lives. All are welcome. 

at the Welcome Center to indicate how you can 
help. Thank you, in advance, for your time and gen-
erosity! 

 

Collection of School Supplies 

Our annual collection of school supplies for Holy 
Family School in the North Lawndale 
area is underway. Please bring          
donations to the Welcome Center by       
8/25. The items that are needed are: 

 Inexpensive jump drives 

 Inexpensive calculators (must have square root 
function) 

 Lined notebook paper 

 Graph paper 

 Pens and pencils 

 Crayola crayons 

 Washable markers 

 2 pocket folders in different colors 

 Kleenex and disinfectant wipes 

 Heavy duty backpacks 

 1 or 3 subject spiral notebooks 

 Dry erase markers 

Thank you very much for supporting the students 
and teachers at Holy Family!  

Outreach 

The Night Ministry Meal - August 24 

We’ll be serving lunch with The Night 
Ministry to the homeless/
disadvantaged in Douglas Park on 
8/24. We are asking for donations to 
purchase sub sandwiches, as well as 
shoppers to purchase items to accom-
pany the sandwiches. Please see the 
project board in Nordblad Atrium for the specific 
items needed. All items should be brought to the 

kitchen, labeled “Night Ministry,” by 8/23. 

Six volunteers are needed on 8/24 to package the 
meal from 11:15a - 12:45p. Four to six people are 
needed to transport the food to Douglas Park and 
serve the meal (children 8th grade and older, with an 
adult, are welcome to serve). We’ll meet at EPLC at 
12:45p, and serving will be from 1:45-2:45p. Sign up  

Northwest Side Hunger Walk 2019 is Sunday,       

September 29. EPLC will again be a water station to 

the walkers. If you can volunteer that day, please let 

Phil or Duane know.  

As usual, thanks for the use of a room 

every Thursday night. It is rewarding for 

me as an Al-Anon regular for years to see 

newcomers show up and find relief. 

They learn techniques along with a spiritual way to 

approach dealing with the suffering of addiction of 

a loved one.  Thanks again. 

Pet Blessing  

Saturday, October 5, 2019   

10:30a @ Monument Park 
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TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

Need a Ride? EPLC’s Van Ministry Returns! 

If you (or someone you know) would like to attend our services, but no longer drive, please let us know! Jeff 

Lathom will pick you up in the church van in time for the 9:00a service, and drive you home after enjoying 

coffee hour. Contact Alyson in the church office at 773-631-9131 or email Jeff directly at                               

jlathom@edisonparkchurch.com if you would like a ride.  

 


