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Message from the Deacon   

  

Dear Friends, 

I always find joy when God reveals something profound in the simple things in 

life. Last week, just before I was leaving home to come to church for an evening 

meeting, my glasses broke in half - right in the center on the bridge. There was no 

way to tape them together, and I wasn’t sure if I had a spare pair. After a few minutes of searching, I 

found a pair that were either my old ones, or maybe an extra pair that I had forgotten about. I was 

so happy and relieved when I could actually see out of them, and knew I could get by for a few days 

until I had time to get new ones. And I was grateful it hadn’t happened while I was driving. As the 

days went on, I found that I liked this old spare pair of glasses better than the pair that broke. Maybe 

it’s just that they’re not scratched up like my old ones, but it just seems like I see better with them. 

And I marvel at how God can turn despair over a broken pair of glasses into delight by finding these 

old glasses!  

 

And I was reminded that there can be blessing in brokenness. Can you think of times in your life 

where God has brought you through difficult days, and when you look back, you’ve been able to 

find a blessing? During this pandemic, some people are finding more time to enjoy with their family. 

At church, we’ve been able to provide virtual services that have been appreciated by so many, both 

near and far. In July we started having in-person worship and shared the sacrament. It was great to 

see all who were able to attend. We will continue to provide virtual services for those unable to be 

with us. In spite of the challenges presented by the pandemic, it has allowed us to expand our minis-

try in this area. And we are grateful for your continued support.   

 

Know that we pray for you and are here for you. In the days ahead, look for blessings in the           

ordinary, unexpected things in life. When you face difficult seasons, know that you’re not alone. 

God is walking the journey with you and will carry you through the storm. And when the storm 

clears, find joy in the blessing! 

 

Deacon Carole 

                



 

 

Church Office Hours 

The church office remains closed. The building is 
open on a limited basis for in-person worship Sunday 
mornings at 10:0a and use by church and community 
groups. Please call Deacon Carole at 773-580-3617 if 

you need assistance. 
  
 

Prayer Requests (as of 7/28/20) 

 Al (Barb Rudel’s father) 

 Pat Edman (a friend of Lynn Freitag) 

 Carol Bonk 

 Brandon Freeman 

 John Rose 

 Leif Nielsen 

 John Leibrock 

 Carla Anderson 

 Robin Vanden Bygaat 

 Norma Brubaker 

 Laurie Knodel 

 Joe Bartel, Jr.  

 Kathy Bilodeau 

 Dale Peters 

 Jacob Schulz 

 Rob Freitag 

 Candi Freitag 

 Ralph Kudsk 

 Marge Cherry 

 Betty Foss 

 

 

Memorials 

Edison Park Lutheran Church is grateful for the            

following donations: 
 

To the EPLC Foundation: 

 In memory of Irv and Muriel Kaage, from Milt and 
Marge Gustafson, and Gloria Lucke 

 In memory of Sharon Rose, from Milt and Marge 
Gustafson 

 

To the General Fund: 

 In memory of Irv and Muriel Kaage, from William 
Schult 

 In memory of Marion Peterson, from Beverly and 

Frederic Lind 

 
 
 

Sympathy    

Sympathy to the friends and family of: 

 Joseph Bimmerle 

 

Weddings 

Congratulations and blessings to Natalie Burke and 
Zachary Barth  

June 20 

 

Baptisms 

Leis Brandon Raul Thiele 

Connor Dylan Logunetz 
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Staff Contact Information 
 

Carole Edwards, Deacon and Business                    

Administrator 

773-580-3617 

cedwards@edisonparkchurch.com 

Philip McPeek, Director of Music and Worship 

pmcpeek@edisonparkchurch.com 

Sarah Kovach, Contemporary Music Leader 

Skovach@edisonparkchurch.com 

Phil Mauro, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

pmauro@edisonparkchurch.com 

Jennifer Williams, Director of Preschool and        

Children’s Ministry 

jwilliams@edisonparkchurch.com 

Alyson Kristensen, Parish Coordinator 

akristensen@edisonparkchurch.com 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The financials for May and June 2020 are in the table above. We have seen a reduction in contribu-

tions, but also in expenses. As we continue to work our way through this unprecedented time, I 

want to take a minute to thank everyone who has continued to support EPLC and the ministry here. 

Many people are struggling, and if you have choices to make with your money, rest assured we at 

EPLC will strive to do our best to use that money wisely and spread the word of God’s Grace. I ask 

that you continue to pray for the ministry and support us in whatever way you can.  

 

As we also struggle with the social issues we are experiencing, I also want to point out that ALL are 

welcome at EPLC, regardless of race, creed, orientation,…. we welcome you. Please keep in mind 

that we all need to treat people as Jesus did, and love one another.   

 

If you have not been back to EPLC for services yet, I encourage you to come. We have a 10 am     

service on Sunday, and have had some room for additional attendees. For myself, there is nothing 

better than being at EPLC and hearing God’s word as I look at our beautiful stained glass windows. I 

hope that you may also take comfort in our facility. We are taking every precaution to limit the risk 

of exposure, as we take temperatures, ask about your recent experiences and require face masks 

and use of hand sanitizer as you attend. If you have any concerns about the safety of our proce-

dures, please feel free to reach out to anyone on staff or council.  

 

Thank you for your support and prayers, please stay safe out there. 

John Cherry 

A Note About Events and Meetings 

The book club has resumed meeting, but no other  

fellowship groups are meeting yet. Movie night has 

been discontinued. Please see the calendars on pages 

6 and 7 for the current schedule (at time of printing). 

June 2020     

Actual 

May 2020     

Actual 

YTD Actual YTD Budget Prior Year (‘19) 

Actual 

Prior Year (‘19) 

Budget 

 

24,002 22,522 157,931 199,850 216,600 232,746 INCOME 

Regular income 

15,000 15,000 90,000 0 100,000 100,000 Foundation gifts 

0 0 0 0 0 0 Foundation—

special projects 

0 0 0 0 6,790 0 Memorials trans-

ferred 

Estate gifts 0 0 185,986 0 0 0 

Total Income 39,002 37,522 433,917 199,850 323,390 332,746 

EXPENSES 37.148 34,830 244,653 300,586 296,541 360,533 

DIFFERENCE 1,854 2,692 189,264 (100,735) 26,849 (27,786) 

Call Committee Update 

The Call Committee finally received the 

names of three candidates for Senior     

Pastor and we have been interviewing 

those candidates.  
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Council Update   

 

Council voted to resume in-person worship with communion beginning July 5. Due to Covid restrictions, 
we’re limited to 50 people. At the present time, we are holding one service on Sundays at 10:00a. We 
will continue to evaluate the schedule and add services as needed. At the same time, we will be            
responsive to city and health guidelines, and be prepared to adjust if indicated. 
 
We have provided pre-recorded services on our website since mid-March, and began live-streaming the 
in-person services. Philip McPeek attended the July council meeting to explain what was needed to pro-
duce a high quality live-stream service. Council approved the purchase of equipment for recording and 
live-streaming set-up, which includes two cameras and video production hardware. Thank you to Philip 
for researching the needs and for producing the videos. 
 
Sarah and Kevin Kovach are expecting their first child at the end of July. Council approved an eight-week 
maternity leave for Sarah. Please keep Sarah and Kevin in your prayers. 
 
Council has been focusing on the many property issues that need attention. A huge thank you to        
Jonathan Jedd for stepping up as Chair of the Property Committee, and for all the time and dedication 
given to tackle these projects. And thank you to all who have given to the Property Fund. Your gifts are 
greatly needed and appreciated. Below is a list of projects currently being addressed. 
 

Church building 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

6608 N Oliphant 

 

6644 N. Oshkosh (Parsonage) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Main church doors on Oliphant Replace or fix water heater 

Concrete work: rebuild steps/landing off stage        

entrance, several sidewalk “pads” and the front top 

step to main entrance.  

Masonry work to correct leaks that are damag-

ing the transcept area. 

New keyless entrance for ramp and alley doors Plaster work to fix walls damaged by water 

Make several inside doors ADA compliant and crash 

bars for the loft to secure the area.  

Tower issues 

Entertain bids for resealing the parking lots  

Painting Replace old mirror in hallway New smoke and CO detectors 

Electrical updated Fix broken jalousie windows Ceiling fans in upstairs bedrooms 

Cleaned windows and replaced 

blinds 

LED lighting throughout New lighting in basement          

shower/entrance hall 

Refinished bath/tile (first floor) Removed old furniture Laundry area plumbing 

Evaluate electrical needs Inside painting Front door painted 

Fix the downspouts Back gate to be reattached  Fix plaster issues 
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Children’s Ministry News 

Thanks to the families that participated in our “Take 
and Make” Creation Camp Kits! Looks like fun! 

 
Our education team continues to meet to get our 
fall programming in place. Please stay tuned for up-
dates. 

Youth and Family Ministry News 

Greetings from Camp Sky! We are off to a flying 
start and our campers are learning that anything is 
possible with God. It’s been so fun playing games, 
doing crafts, and seeing our 
awesome counselors grow 
as leaders. Thank you for 
your prayers and support as 
we navigate a safe and fun 
camp during the pandemic.  
Although it’s not easy to ask 
5-year-olds to wear masks inside, our camp        
counselors are doing a fantastic job making sure 
the children stay safe. As we look toward the fall, 
much is uncertain and planning for programs has 
been a challenge. I am thankful for everyone’s     

Call Committee Update 

patience as we gather infor-
mation and feedback to      
develop a safe plan to come 
back. However, summer fun 
at Camp Sky has been just 
what the doctor ordered. God 
Bless, stay safe and we hope to see you in the fall.  
 
Sincerely,  
Phil Mauro 

Preschool News 

Preschool has been busy getting ready for school this year! Our classroom will be 

ready to welcome a new group of eager children. I am so excited about the up-

coming school year where children will play, tell, hear and act out stories, sing 

and dance to music, do science/cooking experiments, art projects and many     

other fun things. They will learn about themselves, each other, and their families, as well as God and the 

wonderful gifts He has given everyone.  

6651 N. Oshkosh 
 Electrical breaker work 
 Clean the church area used for storage 
 
Troop 955 Eagle Project: Replace stairs and porch on 6651 house 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who faithfully serve, to the staff for their dedication, and to the congrega-
tion for your prayers and financial support. 
 
Carolyn Nasheim 
Council President 

EPLC Book Club  

Thursday, August 13, and September 10, 2020 

7:30 pm in Nordblad Atrium 

Our August selection is “Quiet Dell” by Jayne 

Anne Phillips. In 1931, Harry Powers leads a     

double life to lure middle aged widows with   

money to a small town in West Virginia where he 

plans to kill them. He succeeded in killing at least 

two women and three children. When he was 

arrested, he was corresponding with 200 women. 

We will be able to tour a house in Park Ridge 

where some of the victims lived. Meet in the 

church parking lot at 6:30 on August 13 to car-

pool to the house 

Please check the EPLC weekly announcements for 

the September 10th title when it is available. 

Thanks for your patience during this ever-

changing time. 
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TIME VALUE—DATED MATERIAL 

Return Service Requested 

Edison Park Lutheran Church 
6626 N. Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 
 

                                 www.edisonparkchurch.com 
             773-631-9131

  

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

Don’t have email? Please call       

Deacon Carole to ensure you don’t 

miss any important news. 


