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Agenda for the 2021 Congregational Annual Meeting  

January 31, 2021 — 11:00 am 
 

 Call to Order 

  

 Opening Prayer 

  

 Approval of Minutes 

       Annual meeting of January 26, 2020 

       Special congregational  meeting on October 18, 2020 to vote on Call to Rev. Joseph Schultz 

 

 Reports 

Pastor’s Report – Rev. Joe Schultz 

Deacon’s Report  – Deacon Carole Edwards 

President of the Congregation – Carolyn Nasheim 

       Treasurer’s Report – John Cherry 

                

 Approval of Budget for 2021 

  

 Old Business 

  Property Report - Jonathan Jedd, Chair of Property Committee 

 

 New Business 

  Stewardship 

        
2021 Council Slate

*  

Joe Bartel    1
st
 term ends Jan. 2022 

Gary Berg    1
st
 term ends Jan. 2022  

Maureen Cassaro   1
st
 term ends Jan. 2022  

Kristina Stafen   1
st
 term ends Jan. 2022  

John Cherry    1
st
 term ends Jan. 2023 

Jonathan Jedd   1
st
 term ends Jan. 2023 

Carolyn Nasheim   2
nd

 term ends Jan. 2023 

Kathy Wendorf   1
st 

term ends Jan. 2023 

Phyllis Doyle    2
nd

 term ends Jan. 2024  

Joan Yost    2
nd

 term ends Jan. 2024 

* It was decided that the Congregation Council would have 10 members in 2021 (a minimum of 9 is      

required).  

   

 Motion to approve actions of our 2020 Council 

  

 Adjournment and Closing Prayer 
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Minutes from the 2020 Annual Congregational Meeting                       
(Held Sunday, January 26, 2020 at 11:30 am) 

The meeting was called to order by Council President Carolyn Nasheim at 11:32 am. Sixty-three 

voting members were in attendance. Deacon Carole Edwards led us in prayer. 

A motion was made by Wendy Seibel and seconded by Al Schafer to approve the minutes of the 

2019 Annual Congregational Meeting as presented. Motion approved. 

 

Reports 

Deacon Carole Edwards added to her printed report a thank-you to the congregation for their 

support and faithfulness over the past year, and a thank-you to the Congregation Council and 

Carolyn Nasheim for their leadership. 

Congregation President Carolyn Nasheim mentioned that she echoed what Deacon Carole      

Edwards had said. She also thanked Wayne Ammentorp, Kevin Burkum and Mark Schaeffer who 

are leaving the Council. She also extended a thank-you to Philip McPeek, Alyson Kristensen and 

the rest of the staff for their dedication and hard work during the past year (received with          

applause). 

Treasurer John Cherry gave an overview of the printed 2019 Treasurer’s reports and referred to 

the 2020 Budget included in the 2019 Annual Report. The past year was a struggle as income 

was down, and the staff worked to keep expenses under budget. We need to look at our       

stewardship for 2020 and give prayerful consideration to what more each of us can do. There 

were no questions on the 2020 budget. A motion to approve was made by Sheri Sears and        

seconded by John Jackson. Motion approved. 

 

Old Business 

Call Committee Update – Linda Egebrecht reported the committee had met four times and had 

interviewed three candidates. Candidate follow-up will occur in early February. 

Safety Ministry – Gayle Vaul noted the remaining interior door locks should be installed by early 

February. Safety Ministry wants to keep the congregation safe during worship services. It is a fine 

balance to be warm and welcoming, while also safe. Information on the Safety Ministry is         

available at the Welcome Desk. Gayle recognized the efforts in the past year of Cindy Davies, 

Scott Koenig, John Cherry, Werner Calder, and the Offering Counters; and Carole Edwards for 

her support. Gayle also noted that she had been in touch with both synod and church-wide     

offices seeking resources (not funding) for safety resources: policies, procedures, best practices. 

The response was that we are on our own.   

 

New Business 

Stewardship – Carolyn Nasheim noted we have not had recent programs in the fall. We will be 

intentional in this area in 2020. Please let Carolyn or Carole know if you are willing to help. 

Reduce tithe – The approved budget includes a reduction of our synod tithe from 10% to 5% of 

undesignated income. A motion to approve the 5% tithe was made by Joan Yost and seconded 

by Al Schafer. Motion approved. 

Approve Council Slate – A motion was made by Dave Davies and seconded by Synoma Hays to 

approve the 2020 Council Slate:  First term ends January 2021 - Phyllis Doyle, Joan Yost; Second 

term ends January 2021 – John Jackson (completing Kevin Burkum term), Vicki Evers; First term 

ends January 2022 - Joe Bartel, Gary Berg, Maureen Cassaro, Kristina Stafen; First term ends      

January 2023 - John Cherry, Jonathan Jedd, and Kathy Wendorf.  Second term ends January 
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2023 – Carolyn Nasheim. Motion approved. 

Approve actions of 2019 Congregation Council – A motion was made by John Jackson and      

seconded by Duane Smart to approve 2019 Council actions. Motion approved. 

Other  

Synoma Hays asked if there would be a survey or task force to assist Philip McPeek in his     

transition. Carolyn Nasheim said this would be on the February agenda for the                

Congregation Council. 

Sheri Sears mentioned it can be hard to find some member phone numbers and asked about 

a new church directory. Carole Edwards reported the last directory was just two years ago 

(2018), but we would look into creating an updated one in the near future considering we 

have a number of new members. 

A motion was made by John Jackson and seconded by Vicki Evers to adjourn the meeting.      

Motion approved. The meeting ended at 11:55 am with a thank-you from Deacon Carole           

Edwards to all for being welcoming and a closing prayer. 

 

Minutes from the 2020 Special Congregational Meeting                       
(Held Sunday, October 18, 2020 at 10:45 am) 

The meeting was called to order by Council President Carolyn Nasheim at 10:48 am. Due to Covid

-19 protocols, remote voting was permitted for this meeting.   

Deacon Carole Edwards led us in prayer. 

This meeting was for the sole purpose of voting to issue a letter of call for the position of Senior 

Pastor at Edison Park Lutheran Church. Rev. Kathy Nolte from the Metro Chicago Synod was in 

attendance. 

Linda Egebrecht, Call Committee Chair, introduced the members of the committee: Gary Berg, 

Karen Burkum, Mark Dupke, Laura Rinard, Tina Stafen, and Susan Wulff.  Linda recapped the         

activities of the committee, culminating with a vote to extend a call to Rev. Joseph Schultz. The 

committee selection was presented to the Congregation Council on September 22
nd

, where it 

was unanimously approved. 

A motion was made by Linda Egebrecht to issue a letter of call to Rev. Joseph Schultz to the      

position of Senior Pastor. The motion was seconded by John Cherry. 

Questions (responses provided by Carole Edwards and Carolyn Nasheim): 

Lisa Rose asked if the new Senior Pastor will be living in the parsonage. Answer – Hopefully 

this would happen in the near future, as he currently owns and resides in his own house. 

Jane Hammar asked when the new Senior Pastor would start. Answer – Start date would be 

as soon as possible once the Synod office sends out the letter of call.  Jane also asked if    

visiting seniors would be one of the duties of the Senior Pastor. Answer – yes. 

Al Schafer asked if any more information was available on the Senior Pastor candidate.          

Answer – No, the Call Committee was entrusted to select the best candidate. A biography 

was included with the letter to the congregation announcing today’s meeting. 

Among the thirty-three voting members in attendance the motion carried. Ninety-five ballots 

were sent out to members who requested them. Of the ninety-two ballots that were returned, 

there were eighty-nine Yes votes and one No vote (two were blank). 

A motion was made by John Jackson and seconded by Vicki Evers to adjourn the meeting.       

Motion approved. The meeting ended at 11:55 am with a thank-you from Deacon Carole            

Edwards to all for being welcoming and a closing prayer. 
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Staff Directory 

Phyllis Bobor, Custodian 

Beth Burke, Custodian 

Carole Edwards, Deacon and Business Administrator 

Kendra Jordanof, Preschool Assistant 

Sarah Kovach, Contemporary Worship Leader 

Alyson Kristensen, Parish Coordinator 

Marisa Mateling, Preschool Assistant 

Philip McPeek, Director of Worship and Music 

Rev. Joe Schultz, Senior Pastor 

Duane Smart, Custodian 

Sandy Talbot, Nursery Attendant 

Jennifer Williams, Director of Preschool and Children’s Ministry  

 
 
 
Staff Reports 

Rev. Joe Schultz, Senior Pastor 

Jeremiah 29:11-13 
“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and 

not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call on me and 

come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me 

when you seek me with all your heart.” 

 

To say that 2020 has been a stressful and eventful year, is an understatement. When I read this 

passage from Jeremiah, I was thinking – Um, God, have you seen the kind of year we’ve had? 

However, with God we have overcome much. 

 With our church unable to hold in-person services and meetings, we have learned to adapt by 

going virtual. This was something previously thought not possible. Between virtual worship 

services and Zoom meetings, we have kept in touch with our members and the community. 

 In the midst of a pandemic, EPLC called a full-time senior pastor. 

 EPLC never stopped being a part of God’s ministry. A big part of that is due to the leadership of 

Deacon Carole and the council, who have worked so hard to keep our church working. 

 We appreciate all the great work that Phil Mauro (who moved to Colorado) and Jennifer      

Williams did with our youth, Kendra and Marisa with preschool, Sandy for nursery.  

 While not being able to worship in-person, EPLC didn’t miss a beat thanks to Philip and Sarah 

with their musical abilities and with our techs: Emily, Owen, Griffin, Jake, Reese. 

 We are grateful for our office staff and custodians - Alyson and all the volunteers who worked 

diligently keep the church running, and Duane, Beth, and Phyllis who cleaned and sanitized 

the building.  

 We thank the Foundation for their hard work in growing our resources so that we can grow in 

our ministry and mission in the world. 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A11-13&version=NIV


7 

 

 There are many other teams, committees, and members (too numerous to include) to thank 

for their continued work for our ministry and mission in 2020. 

In the coming year, there is much that will happen: 

 We will hold 2-3 congregational meetings in addition to the annual meeting to keep the    
congregation up-to-date on where EPLC is headed and to get input from our members. 

 When we can finally come together safely as a congregation, we want to have a welcome 
home celebration. 

 We will be searching for a new Director of Youth and Families. 

 We will be thinking about how to increase our electronic and media presence in the greater 
community. 

 We will be considering how to reach out to our neighbors in our community and beyond. 

 We will be looking at how our worship experience can reach a larger audience. 

I anticipate the new year with excitement and hope. We have so much to do as we grow in     

Jesus’ ministry and mission. 

 

Peace, Pastor Joe 

 

 

Carole Edwards, Deacon and Business Administrator 

2020 started out as any other year as we turned our focus to Ash Wednesday, and 

we placed the mark of the cross in ashes on our foreheads. We heard the words 

“remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return,” and we were reminded 

of our human mortality and frailty. We hear those words in the committal part of 

our funeral liturgy. Dust to dust, ashes to ashes - a stark reminder of where we 

came from and, where, all other factors being equal, we shall return. But as follow-

ers of Christ, all other factors are not equal!  While we gathered to remember who 

we are, we also gathered to remember who God is - and what God has done for 

us in and through Jesus. It was a good foundation for what the next months 

would bring. 

 
How quickly our lives changed. Midway through Lent, on March 12

th
, as news of the pandemic 

was coming to our attention, and out of love and concern for our church family, as well as the 

community, we decided to cancel in-person worship for two weeks. This decision was a full week 

before the stay-at-home orders were issued. We quickly notified the congregation and thanks to 

the technical skills of our Director of Worship and Music, Philip McPeek, a virtual service was   

available on Sunday, March 15
th

. Two weeks became several months as the stay-at-home orders 

were extended. Each week, Philip recorded the participants separately to maintain everyone’s 

safety, and then produced meaningful worship videos.  

 

Throughout this time, we stayed in communication with the congregation through phone trees, 

newsletters, and weekly email announcements. Several volunteers helped with shopping, picking 

up prescriptions, and other needs. Staff met weekly by conference call. Most staff members 

worked from home, and some came in as needed, on a limited basis. As head of staff, I regularly 

communicated with the Church Council as decisions needed to be made.  
 

We stayed on top of health recommendations from the ELCA and state and health officials as we            

discerned a plan for re-opening. Confirmation and BLAST classes went virtual, as did coffee hours 

and Bible studies. I participated in virtual meetings with Bishop Curry and other clergy in our    
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synod. Synod Assembly, originally scheduled for June, was postponed until 2021. On July 5
th

 we 

resumed in-person worship at a reduced capacity while implementing new Covid-19 mitigation 

protocols. Live-streaming of our service also began. Confirmation was held in 

September, our annual Pet Blessing was in October, and three in-person     

services were held for All Saints Sunday. We were blessed to call Pastor Joe 

Schultz in October and hold his installation in November. Although we did 

suspend in-person worship again in November, we held four in-person Christ-

mas Eve services at a reduced capacity.  

 

In some ways, we saw a glimpse of the early church when believers worshipped inside their 

homes, as there were no church buildings. The difference is that two thousand years later, we 

have technology, which affords us new and creative ways to worship when we can’t safely be 

together. Many pastors have reported that they are reaching more people electronically than 

they ever have in their pews on a Sunday morning. It’s good reminder that although the church 

building was closed, the church was very much “open,” and ministry was taking place in new and 

innovative ways. And we were reminded that God is with us whether we were together or apart. 

 

This has been a difficult year for everyone. Many events and celebrations that we looked forward 

to were canceled or postponed. Confirmation was postponed to September. Families that lost 

loved ones were only allowed to hold private funerals, with the hope of having a memorial        

service later, making it especially difficult for the families. And those with loved ones in assisted 

living or nursing facilities haven’t been able to visit in-person. And yet, we stay hopeful. God 

promises to see us through the storms and He will see us through this pandemic. We see signs of 

God’s love around us as we reach out to each other and offer to help those in need. At all times, 

but especially at times like these, we need to keep our trust in God, and put faith over fear. We 

are called to be the light of the world, and the world will be watching to see to how God’s people 

respond to this. We are reminded of the words of Deuteronomy 31:6: “Be strong and                 

courageous; do not be afraid or terrified of them, for it is the LORD your God who goes with you; 

He will never leave you nor forsake you."   

 

Yes, much has changed. This pandemic has claimed many lives. The economy has been severely 

impacted, our routines have been radically changed, we feel a sense of loss of freedom, and I 

think the overriding fear is that we’re not in control. The truth is, we never were in control in the 

first place. We need to surrender daily to God and trust that our lives are in his hands, and there’s 

no better place to be. The empty tomb on Easter morning is God’s promise to us that Jesus       

conquered death and we have nothing to fear of what awaits us on the other side of death. The 

truth of that empty tomb is what sets us free forever. 

 

And through it all, we give thanks to God in all circumstances.  

I’m grateful for so many things…. 

 Talented and dedicated staff who immediately responded to news of the pandemic,                

recommending that we suspend in-person worship and then worked diligently to stay abreast 

of ever-changing health recommendations to develop new safety protocols when we           

reopened for in-person worship and learning 

 Support of the Church Council who quickly approved the staff’s recommendation to close, 

making us one of the first area churches to take that action, and preventing spread of the    

virus within our congregation 

 A Church Council who entrusted me with the responsibility of serving as head of staff while 
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we searched for a Sr. Pastor and helped lead this congregation 

 For the blessing of serving as Deacon and Business Administrator  

 Supply pastors who served during this interim 

 Staff members who worked extra hours to ensure that the congregation was notified by 

phone, email, signage, and social media   

 For the ministry of Phil Mauro who moved to Colorado, for Jeff Lathom who moved to Fox    

River Grove, and for the addition of Marisa Mateling to our Preschool staff 

 Computer upgrades done just months before, allowing staff to work from home  

 Brainstorming efforts of the staff to come up with ways to provide meaningful worship services 

and ways to keep families engaged in the ongoing programs with youth and Preschool 

 Custodial staff who continued to keep our facility clean and safe 

 Financial support from the Foundation 

 Stephen Ministers who continued to minister by phone 

 For all the Saints who died this year and now rest with God 

 Each of you for continuing to support this ministry with your prayers, volunteer time, and      

generous financial support. Some even increased their giving to compensate for others who 

had to cut back, and some gave special gifts to support operational and salary costs 

 The dedicated work of the Call Committee during a pandemic  

 For Jonathan Jedd for stepping up to serve as Property Chair, for all the many hours he and 

Debbie spent on the Oliphant house, and all the other projects he coordinated  

 And that after searching for over two years, our prayers were answered, and God brought   

Pastor Joe Schultz as our Sr. Pastor in October!  

 

Yes, our lives have certainly changed. But God is still on the throne and he will never leave us or 

forsake us. In the weeks ahead, may you find strength and peace in these words from Philippians 

4:7: “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus.” 

 

2020 marked my 13th anniversary on staff and I’m humbled and grateful to serve this                 

congregation. We’re blessed to have Pastor Joe as our Sr. Pastor and we look forward to seeing 

where God will take us as we begin another year of ministry together! Thanks be to God!  

 

With appreciation and blessings, 

Deacon Carole Edwards 

 
 

Phil Mauro, Youth and Family Ministry Director (Former) 

Y&FM 2020  

Feb 22 - 3rd Annual Trivia Night 

April 1 - Virtual Hosanna Blast, Confirmation Classes and Club 3:16 meetings begin 

July 13 to Aug 7 - Sky Summer Camp at EPLC 

Sept. 13th - Confirmation Sunday  
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Oct 21 - Mr Phil’s last Confirmation Class,  Pastor Joe takes over 

Oct 24 - Youth Task Force’s goodbye party for Mr. Phil 

 

Compared to previous years, 2020 was NOT a normal by any 

means. We weren’t able to go on the annual Confirmation retreat 

and rescheduled Confirmation Sunday to the Fall. The pandemic 

shut everything down, but I’m happy that all programming continued virtually and we were able 

to stay together even though we were physically apart. And, with my family moving to Colorado, 

several changes occurred to ensure the youth programs continued: Pastor Joe will lead             

confirmation classes, volunteer Tim Najarian will run Club3:16 in the interim, and Jennifer          

Williams will run both Cherub and Hosanna Blast classes. With this being my last entry to the     

annual report I’m proud to report that our Youth programs are very healthy and well attended. I 

wish you all nothing but the best and may God bless you.  
 
 

Philip McPeek, Director of Worship and Music     

What a strange year for worship and music at EPLC. The first few months of 2020 

saw us continuing our normal week-to-week routine, with three worship services: 

5:00 pm Saturday Evensong, 9:00 am Sunday traditional, and 10:30 am Sunday 

contemporary worship. The Evensong service continued to explore newer,        

contemplative liturgical settings, including David Haas’ Light and Peace and, for 

the first few weeks of Lent, a taizé-style Prayer Around the Cross service. The 9:00 

am service used two Holy Communion settings from Evangelical Lutheran       
Worship: beloved setting 3 for the season after Epiphany and setting 1 for the first 

few weeks of Lent. Our praise team, under the leadership of Sarah Kovach and with regular  

members Sean Heneghan, Rich Johnson, Kevin Kovach, and Jayne Swanson, continued to lead 

music at the 10:30 am service. Our other musical ensembles continued to meet and provide     

music during our regular services, including the Sanctuary Choir, Cherub and Hosanna Children’s 

Choirs, and Bell Choir. The Sanctuary Choir rehearsed weekly on Wednesdays at 7:00 pm and 

prepared anthems and psalm settings and assisted in leading congregational singing at most 

9:00 am and other special services. The Cherub and Hosanna choirs rehearsed weekly in           

conjunction with BLAST! programming on Wednesday evenings. At choir rehearsals, we focused 

on basic musicianship skills, learned songs and prepared to sing monthly at regular worship     

services, and exercised creativity with games and other activities. Our bell choir rehearsed weekly 

on Thursday evenings to prepare a monthly anthem for presentation in worship. Thanks to every-

one who offered their talents in worship through these ensembles or in other ways; our worship 

services would not be the same with you. We so appreciate your continued dedication and hard 

work. I look forward to working regularly with these groups once life begins to get back to      

normal. When rehearsals begin again, I hope you’ll consider joining one of these groups. Singers 

of all experience levels are welcome to join the Sanctuary Choir, and no experience is necessary 

to ring with the bell choir (we’re happy to teach you the basics!). 

 

With the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in March, our worship and music ministry changed 

completely almost overnight. Much of my time was spent on recording, video editing, and design-

ing and installing our live streaming setup. In March, we began meeting in small groups to record 

a weekly worship service. We also began live streaming our in-person worship services when we 

reopened in July. Initially, this was accomplished using whatever pieces of technology were avail-

able, including multiple cell phones and a laptop. We ordered components for a more                

professional system, and, after waiting several months for backordered components, installed this 
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system in September. Check out the two cameras in the sanctuary the next time you’re able to 

attend a worship service; these cameras are controlled by a joystick and can pan, tilt, and zoom to 

capture various parts of the sanctuary. A video mixer in the choir loft combines the signals from 

the two cameras with text overlay from a computer for congregational responses and hymn      

lyrics, then this video signal is sent to a recording encoder and a live streaming device. Five high 

school students have been assisting with running sound, operating the video mixer, and running 

presentations. Thanks to them for their time, dedication, and willingness to learn these new skills. 

Since we began uploading recorded worship services and live streaming our in-person worship, 

our videos have been viewed some 3,100 times, and people have spent more than 40,000 

minutes watching our worship services. 

 

During the first several months of the pandemic, we observed a weekly Service of the Word while 

fasting from receiving the sacrament of Holy Communion. When in-person worship resumed in 

July, we returned to a Service of Holy Communion on Sunday mornings. We’ve given preference 

to liturgical music and hymns that would be familiar to most of our community members; liturgi-

cal settings used in worship have included the ever-popular setting 3 from Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship, setting 10 from ELW comprised of favorite hymns, and Marty Haugen’s Now the Feast 
and Celebration. With the start of Advent and as we transitioned into Christmas and Epiphany-

tide, we used setting 4 from ELW, another Lutheran staple which originated in the Lutheran Book 
of Worship (“the green hymnal”). Thanks to the willingness and talents of several of our           

community members, our worship has been enhanced with special musical settings and            

selections. Bruce and Jennifer Nelson have recorded numerous hymn settings since March by 

overlaying instrumental recordings over a recording of our organ. Synoma 

Hays and Rich Heath recorded special music for our Holy Week services 

and also recorded the passion narrative. Since June, the Praise Team has 

met monthly to record contemporary music for use in our services. We’ve 

also set up a remote performance area where singers and instrumentalists 

can participate in our in-person services without being in the sanctuary--

Bruce, Jennifer, Synoma, Rich, Debbie Jedd, and Sarah Kovach have joined us for special music in 

real-time from the youth room. For the last couple of months we’ve also used recordings of       

volunteer lectors in our services. My warmest thanks go out to these musicians and readers for 

lending their time and talents to our worship services. If you would like to offer special music or 

serve as a lector one weekend, please reach out to me. 

 
 

Jennifer Williams, Director of Preschool and Children’s Ministry  

Preschool at EPLC in action! Our program has been filled with Faith, Learning         

Experiences, and Family Connections. Our curriculum and materials are researched 

and designed for individual needs of the classroom each year. We began the 2019-

20 school year as we always do and COVID -19 threw in a curve ball. We adjusted 

with a creative spirit and it ended on a high note! 

Kendra Jordanof continued to assist and new to the teaching team is Marisa 

Mateling. Both are valuable parts to the program. Their kindness, care, and creativity 

are a huge blessing. 

Here’s the year in review: 

January:  The registration push begins! I attended the Park Ridge Preschool Fair and spread the 

word about our program. 
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February: We held our annual Pajama Party! This continues to be a favorite for children and      

families. 

March: Our “Shut-down” due to COVID -19 began. I immediately implemented a creative social 

media campaign starring “The Cat in the Hat.” Daily posts connected classroom and kids to a task.    

Parents supported the effort and communication was strong via email and social media           

messages. 

April: As the closure continued, I sent home weekly packets of learning materials that contained 

skill-based activities, a personal note, and even a stamped envelope to connect children through 

Pen Pals. Parents continued their support. 

May: Preschool held a “curbside-Graduation” ceremony. Children and families 

gathered, socially distanced, along Oliphant Ave for pictures and awards. 

June, July and August: The challenge began! I continually filtered all information 

from the City and State on health measures and necessary changes. These         

communications weren’t always received in a timely fashion and the guidelines 

changed often. I used all the information to develop an Enhanced Risk Manage-

ment Plan. Changes were made throughout the program (arrival and dismissal procedures, class-

room material rotations and strict cleaning routines were implemented). I spent hours with a 

company who provided us with a Child Care facility app, called HI MAMA that allows for all class-

room communications to be handled virtually, calendars and schedules are housed within, as 

well as daily progress reports and health check information. Communication is key! School was 

ready to begin and parents took a leap of faith with us! 

September: Our regular in-person school year began! Individual classroom introductions were 

made for families as to our new procedures. Everyone was on-board. 

October: The class enjoyed Halloween-themed activities and the kids wore costumes on            

Halloween! 

November: The class enjoyed our great fall weather! We were able to play outdoors several days! 

December: The class enjoyed the story of Jesus’ birth. We did many activities celebrating       

Christmas.  

 

Congregation Reports 

Carolyn Nasheim, President of the Church Council  

What a year! Change was constant with the pandemic happening. Council, with help from the 

staff, kept abreast of the state and city health recommendations. In-person worship stopped on 

March 14
th

. We thought it would be for two weeks. Philip McPeek, with his computer skills,       

began to produce virtual worship. Live streaming started on July 5
th

, when we re-opened for in-

person worship for up to 50 people. Due to the virus numbers rising, in-person worship stopped 

again on November 8
th

. 

 
This was also time for a number of property issues to be addressed to be in compliance with city 
regulations. We also took steps to ensure the safety and security of staff and parishioners by 
changing the building access process. Please see the Property Report on page 19 for a list of     
projects completed in 2020. 
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A second Call Committee worked through the pandemic, and made a recommendation to call 

Reverend Joseph Schultz on September 22
nd

.  Council approved and authorized a mail-in vote to 

extend the Call. A congregational meeting was held on October 18
th

 with limited attendance, 

and with the mailed-in votes, a Call was approved. We welcomed Pastor Schultz soon after.  

Please take time to get to know him in any way you are comfortable.  

 

There were other staff changes: Jeff Lathom resigned and moved to Fox Rover Grove, 

Phil Mauro resigned and moved to Colorado, and Marisa Mateling was hired as a part-time       
Preschool Assistant. 
 
There are many people who have helped to keep EPLC alive during this time: 

 Deacon Carole Edwards, appointed head of staff, encouraged the staff, scheduled pulpit     
supply, did visitations, handled all business functions of the church, and kept all of us            
informed. 

 The Call Committee (Linda Egebrecht, Gary Berg, Karen Burkum, Mark Dupke, Laura Rinard, 
Tina Stafen, and Susan Wulff) spent hours in this search and listened for God’s leading. 

 Philip McPeek for his marvelous providing of the worship experience – both virtual and live 
streamed. 

 Jennifer Williams, Kendra Jordanof, and Marisa Mateling for providing a safe preschool and 
activities for children outside of school, BLAST, and Sunday School.  

 Alyson Kristensen, while working from home, kept us informed regarding happenings and 
changes. 

 Pastors Robin Brown and Michael Wonderlich for leading us in worship and preaching all 
these months through the pandemic. 

 Jonathan Jedd for chairing the Property Committee and helping to accomplish necessary     
updates and repairs. 

 The custodians – Duane Smart, Beth Burke and Phyllis Bobor - for keeping the church clean 
and sanitized. 

 The Foundation for their support. 

 Volunteers for their countless hours of help. 

 The Congregation for your prayers and support. We couldn’t exist without you. 

God is at work here at EPLC. 
 
 

John Cherry, Treasurer of the Church Council  

I hope this letter finds you and your family healthy during this unprecedented time. We have all 

found this past year challenging, to say the least. Our world has changed, and by now more than 

likely we have all known someone who has been affected by Covid-19. In addition, we have had 

major cultural and political turmoil this year. Over the summer the murder of George Floyd and 

the resulting protests helped spotlight the racial inequities that still exist. On top of that, we all felt 

the tension as protests turn into riots, people lost their businesses and others were hurt or killed. 

Then we all watched as the Presidential election has been disputed, eventually resulting in the 

siege on our Capitol building, resulting in conflict and more loss of life.  

 

My prayers are for a healing world that can come together and find a way to work together to 
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bring an end to all the pain, hurt, loneliness, and struggle so many have experienced recently. 

What a better place to start than taking Jesus Christ as an example of how to reconcile all those 

issues. Jesus was persecuted and yet did not fight back. He loved, and taught, and set an         

example of how to be. What a GIFT he has given us! I know I am so thankful to have the love of 

God to help me as I strive to be a better person.  

One way we can all learn about the gift of Grace through our Lord Jesus Christ, is through the 

mission of Edison Park Lutheran Church. Even though this year gave us challenges that at times 

seemed insurmountable, the mission of EPLC continued. Our staff managed to pull off virtual 

services with a very high level of competence. They did it with technical components that were 

outdated, to say the least. I hope you have all viewed the services online. In addition, they also 

pulled off in-person services through a large part of the year with smaller, socially distanced    

attendance. I want to thank the entire EPLC staff for being able to give us a place to worship, 

even if it isn’t what we traditionally expect. The Call Committee also persevered through the 

pandemic to search out, interview, and eventually recommend a new Senior Pastor. With Pastor 

Joe with us for a few months now, it is comforting to know we have a stable staff. Welcome   

Pastor Joe! In the months he has been here, I have seen he is thoughtful and caring, and will 

lead us admirably. Also a big thank you to Deacon Carole. She worked extremely hard to keep 

the church going without a Senior Pastor. So as the year closed, even with the tough year, we 

still have MUCH to be thankful for! 

 

As expected, the pandemic and resulting changes to attendance had a major effect on our    

finances. Our budget was thrown for a loop as income dropped drastically. Luckily the staff 

worked tirelessly at keeping expenses down, so even through the pandemic we have been able 

to remain open. Pastor Joe has seen reports of hundreds of churches that closed their doors    

because of the challenging year. Rather than a report of numbers detailing how finances have 

been in turmoil, I will ask one thing. Please keep EPLC in your thoughts, hearts, and prayers. 

Please know that the staff is available if you are struggling during this time. Pastor Joe, Deacon 

Carole, and the Stephens Ministers can help if you find yourself needing support. Reach out if 

you feel the need.  

 

As we start 2021 with the hope of a vaccine being delivered, I hope you can prayerfully         

consider your financial support for EPLC and the EPLC Foundation. In a world of troubles, EPLC 

gives us a place to put our concerns, worries, and fears. Through God’s support, we will get 

through these troubling times. If you are able, please consider giving to the Ministry of EPLC. As 

many have experienced, EPLC has had its share of financial struggles this year. We have leaned 

heavily on the EPLC Foundation and will have to continue that for the foreseeable future. If you 

are able, please think of the EPLC Foundation in your estate planning. 2021 looks to be another 

year of cost-cutting and brainstorming to be as efficient as possible while still providing the vital 

mission of our Church. If you have any specific questions about the finances, you can reach out 

to myself or Pastor Joe or Deacon Carole.  

 

I want to thank the entire Congregation of EPLC for entrusting me to help manage the finances 

at EPLC. Please know that myself, the Church Council and staff are doing all we can to be fiscally 

responsible with the gifts we have. Please keep us all in your prayers as we continue to work   

toward a brighter future. I wish you all a healthy, happy 2021 filled with love, understanding 

and acceptance of God’s Grace.  

 

Thank you very much! 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
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John Cherry 

EPLC Treasurer 

 
 
 

 
Ministry Reports  

Children’s Ministry 

Children’s Ministry at EPLC continues to build a strong faith foundation for our kids and support 

relationships for families to grow closer to God. COVID-19  closures provided challenges but I still 

found ways to continue our connections. 

Our talented team of Sunday School teachers provided great guidance and instruction to our   

children. I was able to host 2 groups of SS children: Prek-2
nd

 grade and 3
rd

 through 6
th 

grades. 

Each classroom rotated teachers weekly with an established calendar. I filed all materials and   

communicated with the team so everyone was prepared on Sundays. We continued with our 

Whirl curriculum from Augsburg Fortress and creative activities were added seasonally. The    

teachers could decide whether to take the lead on these or use activities and lessons I provided.  

Our great and growing program came to a screeching halt in March with COVID -19. I immedi-

ately began a social media campaign: 

March: Verses and photos were posted almost daily. Cherub BLAST participants were mailed pack-

ets of materials to allow us to focus on prayer, daily prayer, creating prayer 

places. 

April: Lent - through photos, I lead our Facebook followers through the Easter 

story using Resurrection eggs. Each day I posted a new verse and open egg 

with story meaning. I collaborated with several neighboring churches to create 

an Easter Egg scavenger hunt throughout the neighborhood. Poster eggs 

were hidden at our churches, businesses, and parks. A map was created; an 

event on Facebook was shared with all congregations. Families loved finding 

the eggs around town! 

May: I created a FB photo challenge. Given one word, followers were encouraged to post one  
picture in comments representing that word. 

June: I developed “Creation Camp Kits” families were encouraged to pick up a 
take-n-make kit. All materials were provided to spend several days exploring the 
story of Creation. 

July: 20 verses in 2020 were posted on our FB page. 

August: The ministry team began planning for fall. We sent a survey to all families 
asking about comfort in participating in outdoor and indoor activities. The most 

favorable was outdoor programming.   

September: We held BLAST outdoors. This was no simple task. Great steps were taken in planning 

activities and ensuring that safety measures were followed. The weather cooperated and we held 

a semester of successful outdoor experiences for our kids. Cherubs focused on a series of books, 

“God gave us…”  Children played games, completed projects, and shared God’s word. 

I began a Sunday School At Home series on the Beatitudes. Each Friday families were emailed an 

activity and coloring page focused on the Beatitudes. The series went for 12 weeks, strategically 
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planned to lead all the way until Advent. 

October: Our annual Trunk or Treat was a huge success! More families participated in decorating 

cars than ever before. The fellowship was much needed! A dance company was hired to provide 

focus. Children were organized throughout the event in order to align with CDC guidelines 

(distance was kept, masks were required, and movement and flow was necessary). For           

Reformation Sunday, I emailed families a “Flat Martin Luther” that they could use to take him on 

an adventure!  

November: Another survey was sent out inquiring about comfort level of participating indoors 

due to bad weather. Most families would continue to attend BLAST indoors. I planned a 4-week 

session for all Cherub and Hosanna children. In-person classes were suspended as cases of coro-

navirus sharply increased locally. 

December: Family devotionals and weekly bulletins were mailed to EPLC families. Weekly Face-

book posts encouraged participation. Christmas packets were also mailed that contained an EPLC 

ornament, glow stick activities, and message all focused on LIGHT. 
 
 

Safety Ministry 

The last Council update stated that there had been some occurrences that required a tightening 

of our building security. One change that you may have noticed is that the key pads and key 

codes are no longer in use . Door codes have been changed to a limited number of key fobs. We 

are also using one door, the ramp door, as the entrance for church services. These two changes 

are not meant to keep our congregants out, but rather to have knowledge of who is entering the 

building and why. Also, interior door locks for our offices and meeting rooms have been fortified.  

These changes balance the need for improved safety while still being warm and welcoming.  

 

Pastor Joe and I have walked around the building with two contractors looking at ways to make 

our building safer, and consequentially, give our staff and congregants a safer place to work and 

worship. The two areas of interest are safeguarding the glass windows and doors and upgrading 

our cameras and intercom system. We have received quotes from each contractor. Like most      

improvements, there is a cost involved in implementing such upgrades, but there is also a cost for 

not upgrading. Church safety and security is best as a preventive measure. It is better to have 

measures in place instead of wishing we had measures in place. There is a fine line between 

achieving the safest church possible while being warm and inviting and staying within our    

budget. We are working towards that end.  

 

If you would like to be part of the Safety Ministry and receive training please contact me at 773-

771-2454.  

Yours in Christ, 

Gayle Vaul 

 
 

Mission Quilt Makers 

Thank you to the people who came on Friday, Sept 25
th

 to box up the 99 quilts we delivered to a 

warehouse in Elgin. These quilts will go to Lutheran World Relief and who knows where from 

there. We continue to arrange, sew, and tie beautiful quilts and thanks to all the congregation 

and friends for the donations of fabric and thread and monies.  We meet the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Friday 

from 9-12 and anyone is more than welcome to come by to check us out.  We’re very casual and 
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would love some new faces. The women who come are Alice, Nel, Debbie, LaVerne, Marilyn,   

Adele, Lois, Lynda, and Jane. Thank you, thank you.  

 
Lynda Hartwig and Jane Hammar, Coordinators 
 

 

Outreach 

In this era of COVID, the Outreach Team has been limited in ways which we can serve. Many 
of our activities were modified or put on hold as our facilities were closed for much of 2020. 
 
In February, we had a very successful collection of kitchen supplies for Refugee One. New 
Hope Community Food Pantry remained operational and the number of clients doubled during 
the pandemic. Members continued to donate their time to the pantry. 
 
Fast forward to late summer...We began tracking the needs of the ministries we have supported 
and placed Internet links in the announcements, allowing ways that members can offer 
support. 
 
In September we adapted how we collect school supplies by allowing members to order online 
and ship the delivery directly to Holy Family School. The school remained open with in-person 
learning since the summer. Volunteers at the school have not been back since May of last year. 
 
We were planning to host students and their teachers from our partner congregation in San 
Lucas, Argentina, in October. Sadly, that was placed on hold. Please pray for them as they 
struggle with this pandemic and virtual learning, which has occurred there since March. 
 
Two Dinner for Eight groups met in 2020. These were on hold from March - July, but 
were then able to safely meet outdoors and socially distance during the summer. We’re 
looking forward to forming new groups, hopefully soon. An attempt was made to start lunch 
and younger family groups this year. Look for these to form in the future. 
 
In November, $750 was collected for Holy Family School to purchase gifts for first graders. 
$175 was donated in December for Concordia Place’s Wishing Stars Program towards the 
purchase of gift cards, which are gifted to needy families during the holidays. 
 
Night Ministry sack suppers have been provided since November, with members generously 
offering to package meals at home. Outreach members deliver them to The Night 
Ministry staff who hand them out at their Humboldt Park stop. We are scheduling sack supper 
events once a month. Please watch the announcements for information on opportunities 
to serve. 
 
51 stockings were generously stuffed with important health items and donated to The Night 
Ministry clients who visit their Health Outreach bus. 
 
A “Virtual” Mitten Tree collection was held in December, with donations going to the New Hope 
Community Food Pantry’s clients. Items were dropped off in an outside bin near the alley door.  
 
The need is great at this time for organizations that have depended on our support in the past: 
Concordia Place, ELCA Ministries, Feed My Starving Children, Lucille Resale, New Hope Food 
Pantry, Night Ministry, Phil’s Friends, Refugee One, and USO of Illinois. Please visit their 
websites to see what the current needs are. If you are able, donations to these groups would 
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be greatly appreciated via the church website or by check, with the organization listed in the 
memo line. 
 
We are so grateful for your support over the past year and pray that you and your families stay 
safe. Looking forward to the day we can serve together in person. 
 
In His name, 
Kathy Erlandson 
 

 

Sunshine Circle 

Throughout the difficult year of 2020, Diane Snook and Francine Byrnes continued to send our 

parishioners who are over 75 year old birthday cards. We also sent “Get Well” and sympathy 

notes. The church supplied stamps and we supplied cards. Many friends, as well as the church, 

occasionally donated cards.  

 
Number of cards sent in 2020: 
 Birthday  106 
 Get Well  67 
 Sympathy  34 
 Congratulations 1 
 
A total of 208 cards were sent. We purchased about 10 cards from the Dollar Store for $4.50. 

We have two rolls of stamps on hand.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  

Diane Snook and Francine Byrnes 

             

 

Veterans Task Force 

We started the 2020 year in January with a few donations of magazines & paperback books 

from members for Edward Hines Jr. Veterans Hospital. The church received an award and on 

February 9th we presented that award for the generous donations given by members to the 

ELCA Federal Chaplaincy Ministries Scholarship Endowment Fund. This award was added with 

the previous years award in a plaque located on the wall in the north hall. On February 23rd 

donations of individual snack items and candy were received from members and delivered to 

the O'Hare Airport USO. 

 

Unfortunately, soon after that the pandemic came and all programs and projects for the remain-

der of 2020 were cancelled. All the help and support received from everyone for past and       

present programs is appreciated and has gone a long way to improve the morale of active duty 

military personnel and veterans in need. This is more than you may ever realize. Thank you. 

 

Members of the Veterans Task Force are: Laura Johnson, Mary Willard, Sally Benson, Pastor Paul 

Pfeffer, Albert Schafer, Duane & Bryan Smart, Peter Specialle & former youth director Phil Mauro. 

 

Sincerely, 

Tom Benson, Chairman 



19 

 

Property Committee 

This past year has been challenging for all but I’m satisfied to report that the Committee has been 

able to complete a variety of projects. Specifically, many hours have been spent painting and 

making much needed repairs to the 6608 N. Oliphant house. Also, a new keyless entry system 

has strengthened the security of the 6626 main church building. Repairs to the Sanctuary floor, 

electronic signage, plumbing issues, fire door safety for the South Hall, maintenance to the 

Church sprinkler system, replacement of the HVAC at the Parsonage, installation of the video   

system for our on-line services are just a few of the major projects.  

 

In addition to Duane Smart, I have found we have a great resource of dependable vendors for 

assisting with repairs. A special shout out to Richard Burke for taking on special assignments, as 

well as PB Cleaning for keeping our buildings sparkling and sanitized. 

 

We have a number of projects that will be our focus in 2021 including Parsonage repairs,        

concrete work, water-damaged walls, tuck-pointing, parking lot issues, updating our phone and 

security camera systems. A conversation needs to begin on expectations for the Tower.  

 

Thank you for your generous support in maintaining our assets.  

 

If you have any questions or issues you feel need to be addressed, or if you would like to join the 

committee please feel free to contact me via the church office at 773-631-9131. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

Jonathan Jedd 
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Overview of Benevolence/Mission 2020 

  

        Benevolence from  EPLC 2020    

    

ELCA/Metro Chicago Synod $ 14,560 

    

    

Other:  

World Hunger  $ 7,910 

Disaster Relief  $ 3,425 

Concordia Place  $ 175 

New Hope Food Pantry  $ 170      

Feed My Starving Children $ 150           

The Night Ministry  $ 100         

Holy Family School ($750 for Target Gift Cards)  $ 1,000        

    

Total 2020 Benevolence  $ 27,490    

    

  

  

2019 Benevolence $ 48,607  

Increase in benevolence giving over last year ($ 21,117) 

% Growth -76.8% 

    

Total Given by EPLC in 2020 $27,490 

    

*Seminary Tuition  $ 6,600  

*Anderson-Nasby Seminary Scholarship dispersed on behalf of EPLC by the ELCA. 
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Membership Statistics 2020 
Edison Park Lutheran Church 

  

Baptized Membership at end of 2013   867  +4% 

Baptized Membership at end of 2014   904  +4% 

Baptized Membership at end of 2015   889  -2% 

Baptized Membership at end of 2016   884  -1% 

Baptized Membership at end of 2017   864             -2% 

Baptized Membership at end of 2018   881            +2% 

Baptized Membership at end of 2019   890  +1% 

 

Children Baptized in 2020     9 

Adults Baptized in 2020                0     

 

Transfers/Additions      6 

Total members received        15 

 

Baptized Members Removed during 2020 

By death     23 

By transfer/statistical adjustment    4 

Total members removed this year      27 

 

Baptized Membership at end of 2020  878  

 

Total confirmed members    752 

Number confirmed in 2020                             4 

 

January - first week of March average attendance was 159. 

Due to Covid-19, in-person worship was suspended on March 14th. Virtual services were pro-

duced and well-received.  

In-person worship resumed on July 5th with one service on Sundays (capacity 50 people). Live-

streaming of the service also began July 5th.  

For All Saints weekend, three services were held with attendance limited to 50 people per service.  

Due to the spike in Covid cases, in-person worship was suspended again on November 8th. 

For Christmas Eve, four services were held with attendance limited to 25 people per service.  
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EDISON PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH 

6626 North Oliphant Avenue 

Chicago, IL 60631 

773.631.9131 

www.edisonparkchurch.com 

Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary Choir— Handbell Choir — Praise Team 

— BLAST — Outreach —  Financial Management — Property — Children’s Ministry — 

Altar Care — Foundation — Dorcas Circle — Mission Argentina — Children, Youth & 

Family — Sunday School — Veteran’s Task Force — Confirmation — Club 3:16 — Mis-

sion Quilt Makers —  Sunshine Circle — Church Council — EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty 

Bible Camp —  EPLC Book Club — Monthly Movie Night — Boy Scout Troop 955 — 

Cub Scout Pack 3792 — Club 456 — Community Senior Exercise — AA — Al-Anon — 

Families Anonymous — Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club — Hungari-

an Reform Church — Stephen Ministry — Leadership Team — Growing Team —- 

Worship Team — Youth Task Force — Grit and Grace — Cherub Choir — Hosanna 

Choir — Sanctuary Choir— Handbell Choir — Praise Team — BLAST — Outreach —  

Financial Management — Property — Children’s Ministry — Altar Care — Foundation 

— Dorcas Circle — Mission Argentina — Children, Youth & Family — Sunday School — 

Veteran’s Task Force — Confirmation — Club 3:16 — Mission Quilt Makers —  Sun-

shine Circle — Church Council — EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp —  EPLC 

Book Club — Monthly Movie Night — Boy Scout Troop 955 — Cub Scout Pack 3792 

— Club 456 — Community Senior Exercise — AA — Al-Anon — Families Anonymous 

— Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club — Hungarian Reform Church — 

Stephen Ministry — Leadership Team — Growing Team —- Worship Team — Youth 

Task Force — Grit and Grace — Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary Choir— 

Handbell Choir — Praise Team — BLAST — Outreach —  Financial Management — 

Property — Children’s Ministry — Altar Care — Foundation — Dorcas Circle — Mission 

Argentina — Children, Youth & Family — Sunday School — Veteran’s Task Force — 

Confirmation — Club 3:16 — Mission Quilt Makers —  Sunshine Circle — Church 

Council — EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp —  EPLC Book Club — Monthly 

Movie Night — Boy Scout Troop 955 — Cub Scout Pack 3792 — Club 456 — Commu-

nity Senior Exercise — AA — Al-Anon — Families Anonymous — Gambler’s Anony-

mous — Men’s Breakfast Club — Hungarian Reform Church — Stephen Ministry — 

Leadership Team — Growing Team —- Worship Team — Youth Task Force — Grit 

and Grace —Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary Choir— Handbell Choir — 

Praise Team — BLAST — Outreach —  Financial Management — Property — Chil-

dren’s Ministry — Altar Care — Foundation — Dorcas Circle — Mission Argentina — 

Children, Youth & Family — Sunday School — Veteran’s Task Force — Confirmation 

WE ARE 

EPLC… 

Thanks be  

to  God! 


