
  

GATHERING 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 
ACCLAMATION 
L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
All: Hosanna in the highest. 
 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: MATTHEW 21:1-11 
L: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and 
bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 
them.’ And he will send them immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 
 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
 Look, your king is coming to you, 
  humble, and mounted on a donkey, 
   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 7they brought the donkey and 
the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 8A very large crowd 
spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread 
them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were 
shouting,  
 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?” 
11The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
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 The gospel of the Lord. 
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

BLESSING OF PALMS 
L: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
L: Let us pray. 
A brief silence is kept. 
 

We praise you, O God, 
for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the holy city in triumph 
and was proclaimed messiah and king 
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. 
Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, 
so that, joined to his death and resurrection, 
we enter into life with you; 
through the same Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

PROCESSION + ALL GLORY LAUD, AND HONOR (ELW 344) 
L: Let us go forth in peace, 
All: in the name of Christ. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
All glory, laud, and honor 
to you, redeemer, king, 

to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring. 

 
1 You are the king of Israel 

and David's royal Son, 
now in the Lord's name coming, 

our King and Blessed One. Refrain 
 

2 The company of angels 
are praising you on high; 
creation and all mortals 
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in chorus make reply. Refrain 
 

3 The multitude of pilgrims 
with palms before you went; 

our praise and prayer and anthems 
before you we present. Refrain 

 
4 To you, before your passion, 

they sang their hymns of praise. 
To you, now high exalted, 

our melody we raise. Refrain 
 

5 Their praises you accepted; 
accept the prayers we bring, 
great author of all goodness, 

O good and gracious King. Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
L: As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, 
death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. 

Silence is kept. Then the presiding minister prays the prayer of the day. 
 
 Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord 

Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your 
mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious 
victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

WORD
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 
FIRST READING + ISAIAH 50:4-9A  
L: A reading from Isaiah. 
 
 4The Lord GOD has given me 
  the tongue of a teacher, 
 that I may know how to sustain 
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  the weary with a word. 
 Morning by morning he wakens— 
  wakens my ear 
  to listen as those who are taught. 
 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
  and I was not rebellious, 
  I did not turn backward. 
 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 
 I did not hide my face 
  from insult and spitting. 
 
 7The Lord GOD helps me; 
  therefore I have not been disgraced; 
 therefore I have set my face like flint, 
  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
  8he who vindicates me is near. 
 Who will contend with me? 
  Let us stand up together. 
 Who are my adversaries? 
  Let them confront me. 
 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; 
  who will declare me guilty? 
 
 The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING + PHILIPPIANS 2:5-11  
L: A reading from Philippians. 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
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 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 The word of the Lord. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL + MATTHEW 27:11-54 
L: The holy gospel according to John. 
All: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
  11Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, “Are you the 
King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You say so.” 12But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he did not answer. 13Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear 
how many accusations they make against you?” 14But he gave him no answer, not 
even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed. 
 
  15Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the 
crowd, anyone whom they wanted. 16At that time they had a notorious prisoner, 
called Jesus Barabbas. 17So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do 
you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
18For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. 19While 
he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do 
with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a dream 
about him.” 20Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for 
Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21The governor again said to them, “Which of the 
two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” 22Pilate said to 
them, “Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” All of them said, 
“Let him be crucified!” 23Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they 
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!” 
 
  24So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, 
he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent 
of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25Then the people as a whole answered, 
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“His blood be on us and on our children!” 26So he released Barabbas for them; and 
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
  27Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, 
and they gathered the whole cohort around him. 28They stripped him and put a 
scarlet robe on him, 29and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his 
head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, 
“Hail, King of the Jews!” 30They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. 31After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on 
him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

 
  32As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they 
compelled this man to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called 
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to drink, mixed 
with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 35And when they had crucified 
him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; 36then they sat down 
there and kept watch over him. 37Over his head they put the charge against him, 
which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 
  38Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 
39Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40and saying, “You who would 
destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross.” 41In the same way the chief priests also, along with 
the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying, 42“He saved others; he cannot save 
himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will 
believe in him. 43He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he 
said, ‘I am God’s Son.’ ” 44The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him 
in the same way. 
 
  45From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 
46And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” 
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 47When some of the 
bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is calling for Elijah.” 48At once one of them 
ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink. 49But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
50Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. 51At that moment 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and 
the rocks were split. 52The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints 
who had fallen asleep were raised. 53After his resurrection they came out of the 
tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. 54Now when the centurion 
and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!” 



7 

 
  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus 
did, believed in him. 
 

 The gospel of the Lord.  
All: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON + REV. MICHAEL WONDERLICH 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY + O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED (ELW 351) 
 

1 O sacred head, now wounded, 
with grief and shame weighed down, 

now scornfully surrounded 
with thorns, thine only crown; 

O sacred head, what glory, 
what bliss till now was thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call thee mine. 

 
2 How pale thou art with anguish, 

with sore abuse and scorn; 
how does thy face now languish, 
which once was bright as morn! 

Thy grief and bitter passion 
were all for sinners' gain; 

mine, mine was the transgression, 
but thine the deadly pain. 

 
3 What language shall I borrow 
to thank thee, dearest friend, 

for this thy dying sorrow, 
thy pity without end? 

Oh, make me thine forever, 
and should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never 
outlive my love to thee. 

 
4 Lord, be my consolation; 
shield me when I must die; 
remind me of thy passion 
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when my last hour draws nigh. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 

from thee shall never move; 
for all who die believing 
die safely in thy love.  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Following each petition: 
L: Hear us, O God. 
All: Your mercy is great. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
L: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING
 

 
BLESSING 
L: The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
All: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN + GO TO DARK GETHSEMANE (ELW 347) 
 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

your Redeemer's conflict see. 
Watch with him one bitter hour; 

turn not from his griefs away; 
learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

 
2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
view the Lord of life arraigned; 
oh, the wormwood and the gall! 
Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 
learn from him to bear the cross. 

 
3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 

there, adoring at his feet, 
mark that miracle of time, 

God's own sacrifice complete. 
"It is finished!" hear him cry; 

learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
 

4 Early hasten to the tomb, 
where they laid his breathless clay; 

all is solitude and gloom. 
Who has taken him away? 

Christ is ris'n! He meets our eyes. 
Savior, teach us so to rise.  
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DISMISSAL  
L: Shelter-in-place in peace. Remember the poor. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
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