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ICEBREAKER


What place(s) do you associate with your 
spiritual roots? Why? 

THE TEXT


Read the text aloud: Luke 13. 31 - 35 

Do you think the warning in verse 31 comes 
from concern for Jesus’s safety, or is there 
another motive? 

Jesus laments over Jerusalem. Why? Jesus 
then prophecies about Jerusalem. What is the 
prophecy? 

THE SERMON


What does Jesus mean when he refers to 
Herod as a fox?  

What does Jesus reveal about his intentions? 

How does Jesus’s response address the fate of: 

HEROD? 
THE PHARISEES? 

JERUSALEM? 
HIMSELF? 

How does Jesus view Jerusalem? What stands 
in the way of the salvation or redemption of 
Jerusalem?  

In this story, what is the significance of the 
phrase “Blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord?” 

REFLECT 

Have you ever experienced spiritual sorrow 
over a place like Jesus did over Jerusalem? 

How do religious leaders today sometimes 
align themselves with the state? What dangers 
lie in this kind of alliance? 

What are the “tasks” Jesus is committed to?
How do these tasks continue today?  

How does giving in to fear based on cultural 
and political considerations take us “off task?”  

FROM THE SERMON: 

“Growth is always accompanied by 
discomfort… and some of our biggest battles 

have been protecting our desire to stay 
comfortable… to keep things the same.” 

How have you seen this played out in the 
church in your life? 

PRAYER 

Father, in the name of Jesus may we press 
forward with the mission to which we are 
called, without fear of any man or government, 
to be agents of your healing, your love, and 
your teaching. May we accept your correction 
and listen to your word even when it is 
uncomfortable. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! Amen. 
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