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I Believe: 
Growing up, I remember being told a couple of times by teachers that I might not believe them now, but I will need what they 
are teaching me down the road. There were times, especially in my algebra class, that I doubted I would ever need what was 
being taught. Yes, in my later math classes, I needed to know those algebraic equations and how to multiply factors. I might 
not need what I learned in algebra today, but I did become a believer in paying attention to what was being taught. Many 
times, it did come back to me later in life. Jesus taught His disciples many things. He also told them about what was going to 
come about in the future. Speaking of His death and resurrection, in John 14:29, Jesus said to His disciples, “Now I have told 

you before it happens, so that when it happens, you may believe.” That is exactly what happened to the disciples. Once they saw Jesus alive 
again after His crucifixion, they believed, and nothing could stop them from giving their all to Him. The Apostle John recorded many of the 
things that Jesus did and taught so that all who read the gospel might have the opportunity to also believe as he did. In John 20:30-31, John 
writes, “...many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been writ-
ten so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that by believing you may have life in His name.” This life “in His 
name” is what life is all about, and it is only available when we truly believe that Jesus is the Son of God who died and rose again. I believe. 
How about you? 
 
Renovation Next Steps: 
I believe in the next several weeks, you will be hearing more about the next steps in our plan to remodel 
the sanctuary. The Finance Committee and the Properties Committee are meeting this week to work on 
the plan and how we will finance the remodel in light of our cash on hand and the Capital Gift Campaign 
Commitments. The church will have time in the next business meeting to hear from these two commit-
tees and discuss what it will take to get started on the remodel. 
 
4XFour: 

The 4Xfour challenge is a great way for us all to “go and make disciples.” The process begins with us 
identifying four people around us who need Jesus. The second step of the process calls for us to     
intercede for those we have identified. The third step calls for us to invest in those we have been    
praying for and have identified. The final step in this process calls for us to invite those on our 4Xfour 
list to a 4Xfour event and to invite them to Jesus. If just 100 of us take on this challenge and just one 
from our list of four come to know Christ in a year’s time, our church and community will be changed 
forever. Over the next six weeks, I will be preaching a series of sermons on the topic of evangelism/
witnessing. Additionally, our Sunday School classes will be entering into a time of focused Bible studies 
concerning evangelism in conjunction with the 4XFour Challenge. Together, I believe we can see at 

least 21 people come to know Christ in 2021. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Together, 

Pastor Nathan 



As pastor Nathan challenged our church this past 
Sunday to emphasize sharing the gospel in the 
year 2021, I was reminded of a statistic I read 
several months back. This statistic deals with 
discipleship's mindset and how discipleship 
grows the kingdom through multiplication and not 
addition. If I were to win one person to Christ 
every day until retiring at age 65, approximately 
4,380 people would be added to the kingdom. 
But suppose I were to win you to Christ today 
and teach you the essentials of faith so that you 
could lead some else to the Lord. Then the next 
day we both won and discipled one; the next day 
and so on. Mathematically, there would be 
8,589,934,592 believers on the thirty-third day, 
1.5 billion more than the planet's current popula-
tion. This kind of math makes my head hurt, but it 
helps give an understanding of discipleship. I'm 
not saying we are going to win the world in a 
month; if it were that easy, it would have already 
been done. But we do have a role to play in 
building Godly relationships, not only that we 
would grow and mature in our faith, but so others 
will do the same. I pray that we would continually 
look for and take advantage of the opportunities 
to lead others to the Lord, starting today.  
~ Caleb Crouch 

It was a blessing to be back with my church family 
this past Sunday. Thank you for your kind words of 
encouragement and for your continued prayers. I so 
appreciated the time off this past month. My thanks 
again to our church staff, who took care of so many 
behind the scenes details during the busy Christmas 
season. And thank you to Jake, Johnny, Jeanne, 
and all the members of our Worship, A/V, & Deco-
rating teams for planning and leading in worship in 
December. Thank you, church family, for the out-
pouring of love that you have shown and continue to 
show in so many ways. I covet your prayers as we 
continue to mourn the loss of Terri Lea, and begin 
the healing process, with God’s help. Humanly, 
there are some things that I don’t understand about 
what has happened. But instead of dwelling on the 
questions, I’m choosing to hold on to what I know: 
that Terri Lea is with her Heavenly Father, and that 
she is no longer in any pain. 
I also hold on to the text of the songs we sang in 
worship yesterday: 
 
“I will build my life upon Your love. 
It is a firm foundation. 
I will put my trust in You alone, 
And I will not be shaken.” 
 
“On Christ, the solid rock I stand. 
All other ground is sinking sand.” 

 

Blessings, 
Mel 
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Mission  

Statement 

First Baptist Church of Mineral Wells  
reveals God’s grace to the world as we  
Love like Christ, Live for Christ, and  

Lead to Christ one life at a time. 

CENTER OF LIFE 
The Center of Life is need of fruit cups, canned 
meats (such as Vienna Sausages) and bags of 
rice to help keep with food pantry running. The 
amount of people needing food has drastically 
risen since the social distancing for COVID-19 
has begun. If you can help, please leave your 

donations in  the basket in the Welcome Center 
marked Center of Life.  

Thank you!  

Toney and I 
just spent a 
great week at 
home in  
Wisconsin. 

The images that remain in my mind are the snow 
as it began to fall as we drove north 
(I told everyone it was a personal gift 
from God!), of mom blowing a kiss 
as we all stood outside of her win-
dow, the wonder of taking a walk in 
the falling snow at 2 AM, the picture 
Holly sent of Annarose, being with 
my northern family and Toney 
too, the joy of answered prayer 
and the peace of quiet reflection 
with God. In all of these things… 
God was present. In all these 
things, even the intangibles I saw 
God. As I sat on the airplane and 
thought about these things a verse in Romans 1 
came to mind.   God made it evident to 
them.  For since the creation of the world His 
invisible attributes, that is, His eternal power 
and divine nature, have been clearly per-
ceived, being understood by what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse. God is 
in and around all of us, all  of the time, we 
need to look for Him and help those who don’t 
see Him, see Him and know Him.     
    
Blessings to you in 2021, Ann 
 
Friday,   January 8, 10AM: We will be having 
Primetime because we couldn’t last week. A 
meal will be provided. Please make a donation. 
Tuesday, 1/12, 10 AM: Bible Study                                                       

Upward Basketball:  

Help Needed!  
 

Upward Basketball is gearing up 

for their 2021 season and they are 

in need of help! They are hosting 

weekly basketball camps for 

grades K-1st and 2nd-3rd on      

Saturday mornings and are in 

need of station coaches for both 

camps. These coaches each lead a 

station for 1 1/2 hours a week dur-

ing the camp. If you are interested 

in helping, please contact Karen 

Blissitte or the church office. If 

they do not get enough coaches, 

they will have to cancel the camps.  

Passing of Herb Garrett 
Pastor Herb Garrett, former pastor of 

FBC Mineral Wells (1987-1993), 
passed away on December 24, 2020 at 

the age of 92. For a full obituary, 
please visit 

www.baptiststandard.com.  
Please continue to be in prayer for the 
Garrett Family as they mourn the loss 

of Pastor Garrett.  


