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PASTOR'S POINTS
Youth-Led Service on Sunday:
Make plans to join us this Sunday for our annual youth-led service.
Youth Sundays are wonderful days for our church. I enjoy seeing
young people use the gifts God has given them in worship and
ministry. We will have youth serving alongside our adults as
greeters, ushers, and also through the worship time as singers,
instrumentalists, and even speakers. The church needs young
people learning how to lead out in worship. In a few years, they will
be all grown up and hopefully serving either here at FBCMW or
wherever the Lord leads them. Make every effort to come and
support our youth and also worship with your church family.
More About One Service:
On Sunday, I preached about the call to Remember Our Mission. The focus of the message was the choice we all have to seek after fulfilling God’s mission
for us or pursuing our own preferences and desires. Let me be clear. I am not saying that we should not have our own preferences about worship and music
styles and, I believe that we should be able to express our hearts on this topic. However, I fully believe that how we express them matter. Back when we
first discussed having a contemporary service, I know there were some harsh words spoken. Kayla and I were personally on the receiving end of this lack of
kindness and compassion as I know others were too. I am thankful that now there seems to be a more peaceful and civil interaction between members. As
we continue the discussion toward the recommendation and vote, it is my prayer that this will continue.
I hope you all remember that the contemporary service began as way to meet the felt needs of some of our members and to also reach out to more people
in our community. After some adjustments along the way, it found its way to being a vital part of our church. I agree with what one church member recently
said about the first service, “It was not a failed experiment.” Having two services has given us an opportunity to reach out in two distinctive ways for a time.
However, because of the reasons mentioned by the Long Range Planning Committee, I believe it is time to come together in one service. I do not see the
recommendation to move to one service as a step back. I see it as a step forward. We as a church have grown tremendously (not in numbers but in understanding and commitment to the future) over these last twelve years or so since going to two services. Therefore, being in one service will not be like our
one service was years ago.
What will this one service look like? Will it be traditional, contemporary, or blended? That is a good question. Here is what I know now. It will be God
honoring worship, led by the Spirit and full of energy. It will have a praise team, choir, and other accompanists and instrumentalists as led by the Lord and
as prayerfully planned out by Mel and the worship team. Because of our desire to reach out to our community and the need to reach the lost, I believe it will
have to be fairly contemporary. Yet, there are aspects of the service that will be traditional too. Traditional aspects within the service are not bad just as
contemporary aspects of the service are not bad. What is wrong is when we discredit one or the other because they are not our preference. Please trust in
the Lord and in your staff to put together the best worship possible in a way that leads us all to the throne of grace. As far as the time for the one service and
Sunday School is concerned, the LRPC is talking about an option or two. As your responses come in about the one service recommendation, the LRPC will
look over them and then formulate a plan that will include a suggested time for Sunday School and the one service. When we put on love, as Paul instructed
the church in Colossae to do in our passage from Sunday (Col. 3:12-17), we build unity. With love being the bond that holds us together in unbreakable
fellowship, I fully believe many people will come and find us to be a place where friends become family. Please be in prayer for the LRPC, the staff, and the
church during this time. I know we all want to follow God’s leading on the matter. If you need to visit with me about this or anything else, please let me
know.
Serving Him Together,

Pastor Nathan

First Baptist Church
100 S.W. 4th Avenue
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In all my running around in my crowded life, as
I try to find more things and more activities that
will make God pleased with me, Micah 6:9
creeps in and defuses all my noble but
erroneous intentions. The prophet has put it
very simply, very eloquently. Look at this
verse…what do you think I could bring before
the Lord of the universe? What? With what
could I hope to impress him? And what will be
the teachings and heritage that I leave with my
children? What will be their overall impression
of how God would have us walk in this world? I
think this is the beauty of the passage: No
great theology. No ten-point sermon. No list of
self-improvement plans. Just the simplicity of
truth. What does the Lord require of you? To
act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with your god. Micah 6:8
~ Caleb Crouch

First Baptist
Church
Mission
Statement
First Baptist Church of Mineral Wells
reveals God’s grace to the world as we
Love like Christ, Live for Christ, and
Lead to Christ one life at a time.

Upward Basketball needs volunteers for the
concession stand this coming Saturday
February 23 from 8:00am-3:30pm in 2 hour
shifts. If you can help, please contact the
church office.
AWANA needs help on
Wednesday nights with the Sparks
group (K-2nd grade). They need
1-2 leaders to help do bible
verses, preplanned lessons and supervise the
children. If you are free Wednesdays from
6:-00-7:00pm and can help, please contact the
church office or Marianna Wheeler.

Children’s Camp July 15-18, 2019

This year our children who have finished grades
3-6 will attend camp at BCBA in Lueders, TX.
Registration forms are due ASAP so we can
preregister our group. Forms can be picked up in
the church office. The cost is $150. Please contact
Marianna Wheeler if
you have any
questions.

First Baptist Church, Dennis
7600 FM 1189, Lipan, Texas
76462
Make plans now to attend this night of worship on
March 7th. FBC Dennis is only 35 minutes from
Mineral Wells. A bus will be available to ride to the
concert. Please sign up in the church office. Our
FBC Choir will be singing with the men on the
song “Bow the Knee”. Also, there will be
information shared about the group’s upcoming
mission trip to Hungary and Romania.
Blessings,
Mel

Operation Andrew
Operation Andrew is a community wide prayer and
outreach opportunity to help believers spread the
word of the love of Jesus to others. Please pick up
an Operation Andrew card that have been placed
around the church for more information.

These last few days have been
wonderful! It was 7 degrees
when I got to Wisconsin. As I
drove north to Appleton I could
see the snowy fields with a
gentle glow in contrast with a
black, starry sky. Cars were few
and I completely enjoyed the
silent ride. My sister and mom stayed up to greet
me. It is so good to be home. This cold feels
really good; refreshing. Today was in the
twenties, sunny, crisp and wonderful. People
were out thoroughly enjoying they beautiful day.
It reminded me of winters growing up of playing
‘king of the mountain’ and building snow forts and
of why I love the snow. This is the snow I wish all
of you could experience! Oh, I’ll be ready for
warmer weather but right now I am sure reveling
in this beautiful snow and cold and rejoicing in
our Creator who made it all.
Spanem Bohem,
Ann
Monday, 2/25, 5 pm: Team Meeting
6 pm: Game night
Friday, 3/1, 10 am: PrimeTime. Games, friends
and a pot luck ... what could be better!

,

Long Range Planning Committee
Questionnaire
The Long Range Planning Committee’s
questionnaire about the recommendation to move
to one service is now available on our website:
www.fbcmwtx.org. It will be available to members
to complete until noon on Monday, February 25.
Please take a few moments to complete it if you
have not already. Thank you!

