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PASTOR'S POINTS
Being a Vital, Compassionate, and United Church:
The Long Range Planning Committee is working on a recommendation for us as a church to move to one
service. There are several reasons this move can be good for our church. Being in one service can…
 Help us move toward a more unified congregation
 Address the perception of a small congregation by our guests who attend the 2 nd service
 Provide an adequate amount of time for ministry in Sunday School
The LRPC understands there are strong feelings and concerns about this idea. Some might feel like this would be a step back for
us as a church. However, it actually can be a step forward toward helping us move closer to fulfilling the vision God has for our
church. Our vision statement says, “By God’s grace, we will become a vital and compassionate church united in fulfilling God’s
mission for us.” For several years, I have felt like we have been struggling in the united aspect of our church. We have done many
good things for the kingdom, but it seems like we still have two congregations under one roof. I understand that we all have our
preferences. However, being a church that is vital, compassionate, and united cannot make its decisions based off of our
preferences. Thom Rainer, president and CEO of LifeWay Christian Resources, wrote a book entitled Autopsy of a Deceased
Church: 12 Ways to Keep Yours Alive. In this book, Rainer says, “A church cannot survive long-term where members are focused
on their own preferences: my music style, my desired length and order of worship services, my desired color and design of
buildings and rooms, my activities and programs, my need for ministers and staff, my,my,my…” He goes on to say, “A church by
definition is a body of believers who function for the greater good of the congregation.” Sometimes the greater good means
putting aside our preferences for the sake of growing God’s kingdom. Jesus tells His disciples in John 15:12-13, “This is My
commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life
for his friends.” In Acts 2, we see the church following this command and call by Jesus and then in Acts 2:47, we see that the
“Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.” I believe if we take the next step forward and unite
together in one service and if people come to worship with a true heart for God and others, we will soon see a unity that will lead
to wonderful growth.
In order for the committee to develop the best plan possible, they need to hear from our church. Beginning Sunday, the LRPC will
be passing out a short two question questionnaire. Here are their two questions: (1) What would you enjoy most about one
service? and (2) What about moving to one service are you most hesitant about? This questionnaire will be made available also
on-line and both hard copies and on-line submissions are asked to be turned in by February 25th. The LRPC will then carefully go
through your responses and present their recommendation to the church.
Serving Him Together,

Pastor Nathan
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Mistakes will happen. We are human, we pray
for guidance, and we still make mistakes. But,
we learn as much with errors as we do with
success. As I’ve coached my son in different
sports, I would like to say that we’ve never lost
a game, but that’s not always the case. I’ve
had to remind our team to not let the loss be
any worse than it has to be. Don’t let that loss
beat you again by not learning from it. At a
weaver’s school, where the students were
making beautiful patterns, a student was
asked, “When you make a mistake, must you
cut it out and start from the beginning?”
A student said,” No, our teacher is such a great
artist that when we make a mistake, he uses it
to improve the beauty of the pattern.” That is
what the Lord does with our mistakes. He is the
greatest artist, but we must surrender.
Surrender your blunders to the Lord. He can
use them to make the pattern of your life more
beautiful. Proverbs 16.
~ Caleb Crouch
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We’re learning the song “Do It Again”, written by Matt
Redman, Chris Brown, Mack Brock & Steven Furtick,
in worship this month.
The bridge of the song says:
“I’ve seen You move – You move the mountains.
And I believe I’ll see You do it again.
You made a way where there was no way.
And I believe I’ll see You do it again.”
Mack Brown writes: “Dealing with a sin struggle, or
walking around a wall of some addiction or struggle,
or like Paul with a thorn in his side, we all have these
things we've been dealing with for a long time that we
thought God would take care of, and He hasn't yet.
But, He hasn't failed us. We lived in that for a long
time, and when we came to the bridge, we thought
the best thing we can do to live for God's faithfulness
in the future is to look back and remember what He
has done in the past. As much as we all have issues
now that we are struggling with or are frustrated with,
as a believer we all have moments where we can
look back at when God intervened and showed up in
your life. We all have something where we can say
"I've seen You move" and "You made a way when
there was no way." When you look back with gratefulness for those times, those are some of the best
building blocks for faith now. We are not done yet,
and the future is bright. We can believe because He's
done it once, He'll do it again. The song has been an
anthem for us. It's a faith-building song.”

Blessings,
Mel

While at the Dr’s office I started thumbing through a
secular magazine. Surprised, I began reading an
article on German martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
Bonhoeffer was a pastor who went undercover in
the German secret service. His job was to go to
churches all over Europe collecting information but
instead, Bonhoeffer was helping Jews escape the
Nazis. Such a beautiful expression of God’s love!
His love for God and his neighbor was so great that
in the face of pure evil he simply had to act against
it. What an example for us. We know there is much
evil in the world and at home but often we turn a
blind eye so we can remain blissfully ignorant. That
attitude of fear isn’t from God and contradicts His
command to love one another. So what do we do?
Again, the answer is prayer; talk to God, listen to
what He says and remember the truth of Proverbs
29:25: The fear of man brings a snare (is a trap),
but he who trusts the Lord will be exalted.
Spanem Bohem (Be with God), Ann
Valentines Day, Thursday, 2/14, 10:30 am,
Valentine’s Day celebration at New York Hill.
This is a great way to celebrate God’s love in all
its forms. There’s still room for you! Please call
ASAP!
Friday, 2/15, 10am: PrimeTime Birthday
Celebration. We will have chicken spaghetti.
Please bring a donation.

,

First Baptist Church of Mineral Wells
reveals God’s grace to the world as we
Love like Christ, Live for Christ, and
Lead to Christ one life at a time.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers needed for the
“Golf Cart Team”
Contact Keith Holamon at
817-821-7870 or catch him on Sunday mornings
in the front Foyer.
Youth Fajita Lunch and Dessert Auction
The Annual Youth Fajita Lunch and Dessert
Auction Fundraiser is coming up on Sunday,
February 24 after our United Service. We hope you
can join us for some yummy fajitas and bid on a
delicious dessert. All proceeds from the luncheon and
auction go to our youth accounts to help our students
pay for activities like camp, mission trips and group
outings. To Go orders will also be available!

Upward Basketball needs volunteers for its
upcoming season! We need score and time
keepers, referees, and help in the concession
stand. If you can help, please contact Karen
Blissitte, contact the church office, or sign up for
concessions on the concession stand door.
AWANA needs help on
Wednesday nights with the Sparks
group (K-2nd grade). They need
1-2 leaders to help do bible
verses, preplanned lessons and supervise the
children. If you are free Wednesdays from
6:-00-7:00pm and can help, please contact the
church office or Marianna Wheeler.

Children’s Camp July 15-18, 2019

This year our children who have finished grades
3-6 will attend camp at BCBA in Lueders, TX.
Registration forms are due ASAP so we can
preregister our group. Forms can be picked up in
the church office. The cost is $150. Please contact
Marianna Wheeler if
you have any
questions.

Operation Andrew

Operation Andrew is a community wide prayer and
outreach opportunity to help believers spread the
word of the love of Jesus to others. Please pick up
an Operation Andrew card that have been placed
around the church for more information.

