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PASTOR'S POINTS
God Wants It All:
On Sunday morning as we looked at the account of the Widow’s Mite, we talked about being fully devoted to God. Through this
story, God is not asking for all our money; He is asking for all our lives. The Apostle Paul addressed this truth in Romans 12:1-2
by writing, “Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” In these two verses,
the whole person is urged to present one’s whole being to God for His service. It is through the body that we serve God as living
sacrifices. This act of service is our act of worship. In reality, nothing else matters in life if we first do not seek to be fully
devoted to God. Jim Denison in a very recent article entitled “Why the Rams Super Bowl Loss Matters Today,” concluded his
article by quoting two godly men, William Law and C.S. Lewis.
William Law (1686-1761) noted, “If you have not chosen the kingdom of God first, it will in the end make no difference what you have chosen
instead.” C. S. Lewis explained why Law was right: If we serve anyone or anything but Christ as our king, “We shall have missed the end for which
we are formed and rejected the only thing that satisfies. Does it matter to a man dying in a desert by which choice of route he missed the only
well?”
God wants it all and it makes a difference in our lives and in the lives of those around us if we surrender all or not. What is holding you back from choosing
the kingdom of God first?
My Kids:
I am very proud of my kids as I know many of you are as well. Thank you for praying for them and loving on them over the last 14 years since we moved
here from California. Elaina is driving now and is leading her basketball team into the playoffs. She and Olivia continue to raise rabbits and show them in
shows across Texas (Forth Worth Stock Show this weekend). Kate also plays basketball as an eighth grader on Christian Community School’s varsity girl’s
basketball team. They do all of this while at the same time performing well in school (Lani also takes dual credit classes through CCS). The thing that I am
most proud about is the fact that they do all of these things and more while following and serving their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Yes, they are not
perfect, but they are on the right track and are growing in Him each and every day. I share this with you today not to pat myself or Kayla (she does deserve
the most credit, however) on the back, but to say thank you for the way you as a church love on kids, show them great examples of followers of Christ, and
through the programs of our church teach them God’s word. Because we are investing in the lives of children here at FBC MW, my kids, including Jackson,
and many other children of our church and community, are learning to love God with all of their heart, soul, mind, and strength and learning to love others as
themselves all for God’s glory. Let’s continue to make a difference for the children of our church and community through prayer and service. Right now,
there is a great need in Upward Basketball and Awana’s for volunteers. Can you give an hour to help change a life?
Serving Him Together,

Pastor Nathan
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Back a couple of weeks ago in our Wednesday
evening youth service, we talked about fear and
doubt. As I studied and prepared for the lesson, I
thought about what would help to eliminate our
fears. I came to the conclusion that security has a
tendency to push fear away. I’m taking an early
childhood development class and the one thing
that allows a child to develop and grow is a secure exploring environment that a parent or caregiver provides. The child learns the most when
they have the freedom to explore and when they
have no fear, which allows them to go further. I
believe we allow fear to stifle our development of
who Christ wants us to be and what He wants us
to do. We don’t go further in our faith because
we’re afraid of what God may ask us to do. If a
child doesn’t have some sort of recklessness,
then it has a detrimental effect on how they develop. What if we had that same kind of trust a
freshly born child has towards its parent with our
heavenly Father? How much more would we
grow and mature in our faith?
~ Caleb Crouch
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Mission
Statement
First Baptist Church of Mineral Wells
reveals God’s grace to the world as we
Love like Christ, Live for Christ, and
Lead to Christ one life at a time.

We'll be singing the song "Your Great Name"
this month in worship. Written by Michael Neale
and Krissy Nordhoff, Michael shares some
thoughts about the song, based on Philippians
2: 9-11:
"Saying the name Jesus means invoking all that
He revealed Himself to be. It means aligning
and identifying ourselves with Him. It means
representing Him and speaking on His behalf,
as one under His authority. We need to not just
speak the name, but live the name! And if we
represent it well, then we can expect that the
lost, the condemned, the weak, the hungry, the
fearful, the fatherless and the sick of this world
will continue to be impacted by that great name.
Then one day, we will all see the One who is
represented by that name exalted over all, and
we will fall down in worship of the Lamb Who
was slain."

We all go through rough times. At the moment
mine is having to use the scooter- indefinitely.
For weeks I have put off cooking, cleaning,
shopping etc. I’ve always been strong and I try to
stay positive but I can see my leg muscles
wasting away from lack of use and I wonder in
my heart “God, am I ever going to be done with
this?” Like this morning, I was getting ready and
lamenting the need for the boot. Frustrated, I
plopped down on the bed. My next thought was,
“Get over it!” Had to be a God thing because I
picked up the Word and read: So, if you are
suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep
on doing what is right, and trust your lives to
the God who created you, for he will never fail
you. 1 Peter 4:19 We all have trials but if we can
think of how much Jesus suffered for us and we
know that it pleases Him because that’s how we
become more conformed to His image then we
should consider it joy! Hmm…

"Jesus - worthy is the Lamb that was slain for
us.
Son of God and man - You are high and lifted
up,
And all the world will praise Your great name."

Spanem Bohem, Ann

Blessings,
Mel

Friday, 2/8, 9am: Breakfast at Dairy Mart
Thursday, 2/14, 10:30am: Valentines Day at
NY HILL
RSVP to the Church Office Today
,

Giving Statements
2018 Giving Statements are ready and
available for pick up in the church office!
Please come by and pick yours up today!
Hall Monitors
We are looking for 1-2 gentlemen who are
interested in becoming Hall Monitors on Sunday
mornings. Hall Monitors help direct visitors, close
up Sunday School rooms and make sure the
building is secure. Each Hall Monitor works
approximately once every 2 months. Each Hall
Monitor MUST pass a background check. If you
are interested, please contact the church office.

Upward Basketball needs volunteers for its
upcoming season! We need score and time
keepers, referees, and help in the
concession stand. If you can help, please
contact Karen Blissitte, contact the church
office, or sign up for concessions on the
concession stand door.
AWANA needs help on
Wednesday nights with the Sparks
group (K-2nd grade). They need
1-2 leaders to help do bible
verses, preplanned lessons and supervise the
children. If you are free Wednesdays from
6:-00-7:00pm and can help, please contact the
church office or Marianna Wheeler.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Volunteers needed for the
“Golf Cart Team”
Contact Keith Holamon at
817-821-7870 or catch him on Sunday mornings
in the front Foyer.

