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More School: 
Almost twenty years ago, I graduated from seminary. After graduation, I had thoughts of continuing my education. However, as 
time went by and children arrived, I placed that off to the side for awhile. I like to learn, and I like discovering further ways to 
reach people for the Lord and ways to help people grow in the Lord. Through many books and conferences, I have learned 
much that has helped me grow as a Christian and as your pastor.  In 2019, I am planning on going back to school officially for 
my Doctorate of Ministry. A Doctor of Ministry degree is designed for ministers currently serving in a church who desire to    
receive advanced training in the practice of biblically and theologically focused ministry. Pursuing a DMin is not about a title for 
me, but about pursuing a customizable degree specialized in an area of personal interest. I firmly believe that God has called 
me to help foster transformation in the lives of those within our church and our community. To best accomplish this, it will require 
me and our church to strengthen families as they learn how to disciple their children.  It is my hope that through class work, peer 

support, help from professors, and direction from the Lord that this degree program will help me implement a wonderful pathway for us to more than ever 
before see FBC MW as a place where friends become family. I am applying to Gateway Seminary, formerly known as Golden Gate Seminary in California. If 
accepted, classes will begin in May and will continue for three years. I will be required to attend a two week class session in May in order to begin my DMin, 
but the rest of the program will allow me to study through on-line classes and group meetings. I know this will be challenging for me and will require hard 
work. Please pray for the Lord to use this for His glory and to help us as a church further His kingdom. 
 
Serving Him Together, 

Pastor Nathan 

 
 
The Properties Committee Recommendation for Sanctuary Seating: 
The Properties Committee has been working hard gathering needed information in order to make a well informed decision concerning the seating options 
for our sanctuary remodel. We are being asked by the architects to make a seating decision in order for them to progress toward an overall plan. After   
visiting several churches with multiple seating styles and weighing all the options, the committee recommends to the church to install auditorium seating 
during our remodel. According to the architects, we will increase our seating capacity with auditorium seats from 453 to 530 seats. The auditorium seats 
make identifying open seats easier for our ushers and guests. They also provide defined personal space along with greater room for ease of access. The 
maintenance on these seats is cost effective and can be easily done by our own personnel at the church. The committee understands there are strong  
feelings about the seating in our sanctuary and does not make this recommendation lightly. The committee believes this recommendation will provide the 
most benefits to our church while still maintaining a reverent atmosphere in our sanctuary. We will discuss this recommendation at our next business    
meeting (January 20th), and we will vote as a church on Sunday, January 27th 
at the end of both morning services in a special called business meeting. 
Please contact a committee member with any questions.  
 
Sincerely, 
The Properties Committee 

«first name» «last name» 
«address 1» 
«city state zip» 



There is something about a male lion that is so 
mesmerizing to me. After going to Africa on a 
mission trip and going on a safari and seeing 
lions in their natural habitat, the whole zoo     
experience was ruined for me. They are such 
powerful creatures, and anytime I see a show on 
TV or the internet about them I can’t help but 
watch. Recently I saw a video where this lion was 
fighting against a pack of twenty hungry hyenas 
wanting to eat him. When he no longer can fight 
them off and is about to be taken down, a friend 
shows up to help. Where twenty hungry hyenas 
can take down a single lion, twenty hungry     
hyenas can’t take on two lions, and in the video, 
the hyenas quickly run away just knowing there is 
another lion. What a great picture of               
accountability and support. We can think we are 
as strong as a lion in certain areas of our lives, 
but even lions are attacked. Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 
says, “Two are better than one, because they 
have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, 
one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is 
alone when he falls and has not another to lift him 
up!” 
 
~ Caleb Crouch 

A Look Ahead 
Thursday, March 7, 2019 
Singing Men of Texas Concert; First Baptist 
Church of Dennis. 
 Our FBC Sanctuary Choir, along with other 
choirs from the area, have been invited to sing 
with the Singing Men on one song during the con-
cert. A bus will be available for those who wish to 
ride to the concert. 
 
Sunday, April 14, Palms Sunday United Service 
at 10:30am. 
 The Sanctuary Choir and the Music Ministry 
will present it’s Easter musical entitled “It Was 
Finished on the Cross.”  
 
Sunday, April 21—Easter Sunday Celebration  
8:50 & 11:00am 
 
April 29—May 10; Mel on Singing Men of Texas 
Mission Trip to Romania & Hungary 
  
Please pray for  all these dates—that God will be 
glorified and hearts will be changed!  
 
Blessings, 
Mel 

Last week I spent quite a bit of time in an unfamiliar 
hospital with a special woman. As we drove to the 
hospital, not knowing what we’d find, my thoughts were 
all over the place. I panicked, I prayed and I guessed. 
When it became evident that this would not be quick or 
easy, I am ashamed to say my first thought was: 
“Now? This just isn’t a good time.” But, in truth, once 
again, this wasn’t about me but a dear lady who was in 
need. At some point I heard Jesus’ words: You did not 
choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so 
that you might go and bear fruit-fruit that will last-
and so that whatever you ask in my name the Fa-
ther will give you. 17This is my command: Love 
each other. John 15:16-17 He didn’t choose me or 
you for that    matter, so that we could sit back in our 

good fortune and watch the world go 
by. Jesus said we need to be active, 
we need to go. We really need to 
love each other, even those we 
don’t know or those different from 
us, imitating God because, God 
shows no favoritism (Acts 10:34).  
By the way, I’m sure I received the 
greater blessing.  Funny how often it 
works out that way! 
 

Spanem Bohem, Ann 
 
 Friday, 1/18, 9am: PrimeTime Birthday Celebration. 
The Kindred  Nurses will be with us. Also, we will be 
having pork loin roast and potato casserole so feel free 
to bring a salad, vegetable or a donation.  

 
 
  
 
 

 

First Baptist 
Church  
Mission  

Statement 

First Baptist Church of Mineral Wells  
reveals God’s grace to the world as we  
Love like Christ, Live for Christ, and  

Lead to Christ one life at a time. 

 
 

Upward Basketball needs volunteers for its 
upcoming season! We need a 4th-6th grade 

girls coach, score and time keepers,       
referees, and help in the concession stand.  

If you can help, please contact Karen Blissit-
te, contact the church office, or sign up for 
concessions on the concession stand door. 

Giving Statements 
2018 Giving Statements are ready and 

available for pick up in the church office! 
Staff will also be in the Welcome Center the 
next 2 Sundays (January 20 & 27) to hand 

out Statements.  

The AWANA store is in need of 
small items and toys that kids can 
purchase with their AWANA Bucks 
that they have earned during the 

year. These items can include play dough, play 
jewelry, small  gift cards (McDonald’s, Braums, 
Dairy Queen), small toys. If you can help, please 
bring any  donations to the church office.  

Special Called Business Meeting 
There will be a Special Called Business Meeting 

on Sunday, January 27th, to vote on the proposed 
seating change for the Sanctuary remodel. The 
Special Called Business Meeting will be a vote 

only and take place during both services on    
Sunday, January 27.  

Thank you to everyone who 
donated dresses, shoes and 
jewelry to Coronation Closet. 
20 girls were able to find 
dresses this past weekend!  

Little Caesars Pizza Kits Fundraiser 
The Youth are selling Little Caesar’s pizza kits to 

help raise money for their summer camp and 
other activities. Orders are due January 27 and 
kits will be delivered January 31, just in time for 
the Super Bowl! If you would 
like to purchase 1 (or more!) 

please find a Youth or come by 
the church office!  

Hall Monitors 
We are looking for 3-4 gentlemen who are     

interested in becoming Hall Monitors on Sunday 
mornings. Hall Monitors help direct visitors, close 

up Sunday School rooms and make sure the 
building is secure. Each Hall Monitor works ap-

proximately once every 2 months. Each Hall  
Monitor MUST pass a background check. If you 
are interested, please contact the church office.  


