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2018: 
It is hard to believe that another year is gone. 2018 is now in the past. As I look back over 2018, I am very 
thankful for what the Lord has done. I hope you too can look back over 2018 and give God thanks. Paul in 
1 Thessalonians 5:18, reminds us “in everything give thanks; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”  
I am thankful for our church and your faithfulness to give to the work of the Lord. Even though we were a 
little over $47,000 over spent for the year at the end of November, this December, it seems that we made 
up that difference and then some. Because of our month to month generous givers and our end of the year 
givers, we together gave to the Lord’s work for His glory. Lives were changed because of it! 

 
2019: 
A new year is here, and I am looking forward to what the Lord has in store for us. It is my hope and prayer that we in this new year 
all strive together and “walk as children of light trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord” (Eph. 5:8b,10). As we grow in the Lord, 
day by day, it requires us to learn along the way. No one is born a mature Christian. Just like my children have to learn what is 
pleasing to me and their mother, we as children of God must learn what is pleasing and what is not pleasing to our heavenly    
Father. It is a learning process, and it takes time. As I mentioned in my last sermon of 2018, let’s all make a resolution to live for 
God in 2019 and beyond. As we do, I know some might take a miss step or two, but do not let that stop you. Learn along the way 
and try again to be pleasing to the Lord. 2019 promises to be a great year. Why not give each day of it to the Lord and walk as 
children of light? Starting this Sunday, we will continue with our study through the book of Mark. We will begin by looking at the 
authority of Christ (Mark 11:27-33). 
 
Israel Share Time: 
Join us this Wednesday, as those who went to Israel share some pictures and stories from their trip. We will meet in the parlor 
from 6 to 7 PM on Wednesday, January 9th. 
 

 
Serving Him Together, 

Pastor Nathan   



It’s officially 2019! I’ve been catching myself for 
the past three months dating documents with 
2019. I’m usually not that way, in fact, it’s usually 
the opposite, dating documents with the previous 
year's date. Get ready for all the self-help jargon 
that will flood the social media pages to help you 
to stay focus and to assist you in making all your 
wildest dreams and new year resolutions come 
true. What better time to “turn over a new leaf.” 
This phrase is often used this time of year and is 
used when we aren’t happy with the current   
situation and we feel like the only way out is to 
stop and go the other direction. To me, this 
sounds similar to repentance…right?  In many 
ways, we get caught up trying to turn over all 
these new leaves and that we forget that we are 
created anew.  2 Corinthians 5:17 says. 
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation 
has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” I 
truly believe God has some great things in store 
this year and He has placed this anticipation in 
my heart for what this year has to come. 
 
~ Caleb Crouch 
 
 

A special thank you goes out to everyone that        
participated in our JOY Choir in worship yesterday. 
Your testimony in song about God’s faithfulness 
was a true blessing! 
 
As I look at the many areas in my life that need 
change/improvement, one that comes to mind is 
worry. Too often I worry about things that I can’t 
even control.  What does God’s word say? “Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Je-
sus.” (Philippians 4:6-7) 
 
Oswald Chambers, in My Utmost for His Highest 
writes: “Have you been asking God what He is 
going to do? He will never tell you. God does not 
tell you what He is going to do; He reveals to you 
Who He is. Suppose God is the God you know 
Him to be when you are nearest to Him – what an 
impertinence worry is!” 
 
Lord, in this new year, reveal to us who You are – 
and help us to trust You! 
 
Blessings, 
Mel 

Last night was a Luby’s night. We arrived and found 
that the group, who was supposed to be there, 
wasn’t. A former member of another group was 
stepping in at the last moment, using borrowed 
equipment. That equipment however, wasn’t    
working. Doing the best he could, he led us in a few 
songs, a cappella. My mind drifted. He began   
another song. I knew some of the lyrics and sort of 
sang along as I texted. You probably know the 
song, “I Can’t Even Walk” by Colbert and Joyce 
Croft, the tag line goes: “Oh Lord, I can’t even 
walk without You holding my hand.” In my    
distracted mind a light bulb burst on! It’s true, with 
all of the ups and downs in a day, I know, if I haven’t 
been with Jesus in it, it’s hollow. Even so, in His 
grace, He reveals Himself because he wants to. 
This is just one of the blessings for those growing 
older both physically and in faith, that continued, 

growing understanding (not to be  
confused with intellectual assent), that 
it’s not about us at all but, it is all about 
Him and He wants us to be a part of it! 
We don’t have to jump through hoops, 

pray a certain way or beg for His attention, we have 
it, after all, He is  holding our hand (Ps 73)! 
 
Spanem Bohem, Ann 
 
 Friday, 1/11, 9am: Breakfast at Dairy Mart 
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Statement 

First Baptist Church of Mineral Wells  
reveals God’s grace to the world as we  
Love like Christ, Live for Christ, and  

Lead to Christ one life at a time. 

 
 

Upward Basketball needs volunteers for its 
upcoming season! We need a 4th-6th grade 

girls coach, score and time keepers,       
referees, and help in the concession stand.  

If you can help, please contact Karen Blissit-
te, contact the church office, or sign up for 
concessions on the concession stand door. 

Christmas Cards 
Any Christmas Cards that were not picked up from 
the Lottie Moon Mailbox are now 
available for you to pick up in the 
church office! Please come by to 
see if you have any waiting for 
you! Cards will be held until the 
end of January.  

Thank you to everyone who 
donated pajamas to the 
South Texas Children’s 
Home. We were able to send 
them 103 pairs of pajamas, 3 
pairs of gloves and 1 cap!  

Little Caesars Pizza Kits Fundraiser 
The Youth are selling Little Caesar’s pizza kits to 

help raise money for their summer camp and 
other activities. Orders are due January 27 and 
kits will be delivered January 31, just in time for 
the Super Bowl! If you would 
like to purchase 1 (or more!) 

please find a Youth or come by 
the church office!  

Hall Monitors 
We are looking for 3-4 gentlemen who are interested in 

becoming Hall Monitors on Sunday mornings. Hall 
Monitors help direct visitors, close up Sunday School 

rooms and make sure the building is secure. Each Hall 
Monitor works approximately once every 2 months. 

Each Hall Monitor MUST pass a background check. If 
you are interested, please contact the church office.  


