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PASTOR'S POINTS
One Service Vote on Sunday:
On Sunday night, the Long Range Planning Committee officially made the following recommendation to the church:
With a desire to help us move toward a more unified congregation, to address the perception of a small congregation by our guests who
attend the 2nd service, and in order to provide an adequate amount of time for ministry in Sunday School, the Long Range Planning
Committee recommends for us as a church to move to one service.
The LRPC is recommending the time for the service to be as follows:
Sunday School
9:00 am to 10:00 am
Transition to Worship Service
10:00 am to 10:15 am
Worship Service
10:15 am to between 11:15 - 11:30 am
The committee believes that these times will help us all as we come together and allow for people to both worship the Lord and study His word while at the
same time using the remainder of the day for family time. The radio station will accommodate us.
This next Sunday morning, the church will have an opportunity in both services to cast their vote. If you cannot make it to church this Sunday morning, we are
taking absentee ballots in the church office during office hours until noon on Friday.
Where We Stand on Abortion:
With the high profile legislation and political figures centering on the abortion issue lately and with several questions from church members about where we as
church stand on this issue, the deacons and I both feel like it is important to say a few words on this matter. The deacons and I have been talking about this
for several months, and at their last meeting, we discussed it a bit further. Every year, approximately 40,000 people die on American highways. Every ten
days, that many abortions are performed in America (1.5 million every year). Where do we stand on this great moral issue of our day? We stand with other
brothers and sisters in Christ for the sanctity of life. Since 1980, the Baptist General Convention of Texas, of which we are part of, has clearly stated their
position regarding abortion. According to the BGCT’s website (https://texasbaptists.org/ministries/clc/ethics-justice/life-health-dying/abortion): In 1980, “the
BGCT reaffirmed the view of Scripture on the sacredness and dignity of all human life, both born and unborn, and supported legislation prohibiting abortion
except to save the life of the mother or in cases of incest or rape.” In 1982, they also resolved to support legislation that would prohibit the practice of
infanticide, and then in 1997 approved a motion to condemn partial birth abortion. It is the desire of the BGCT and my desire for us all to seek to do what we
can to reduce abortions in the world today. Like the BGCT and in accordance with Genesis 1:26-31, “we believe every person has an innate dignity and worth
given to them by their Creator and as such are entitled to abundant life. While this does not guarantee life without hardship, it should mean life free from
preventable, premature deaths. Therefore, we support legislative efforts to promote a culture of life in our state.” Last September, Dr. Jim Denison wrote a
great article entitled “Abortion and the mercy of God.” Within the article, Denison indicates that the debate concerning abortion is a very complex issue. I
believe he is right. The truth is God loves both the baby and the mother. When we seek to do something, we must remember to speak truth in love. For sure,
wherever people find themselves in this situation, we want to help and want them to know we love them and God loves them. Denison concludes his paper on
abortion calling for a way forward. He submits several ways this can be done. For example, because both sides have a hard time coming together on when
life begins, Denison calls for us all to come together and agree that “the pre-born possess at least the potential for ‘life.’” He also suggests that “pro-life” and
“pro-choice” advocates work together to make abortion rare. One way to do this is to promote adoption over abortion. This can also happen if “both sides
would help educate mothers on the actual characteristics of the fetus,” says Denison. Sonograms have helped many women decide against aborting their
babies. One thing I know for sure is we cannot just advocate against abortions unless we are also willing to do all we can to care for both the unborn child and
its mother. Again, God cares for the mother and the baby, and we better too.

Serving Him Together,
Pastor Nathan
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Spring Break is over for most of our students and
if you’re a parent your probably thankful for the
extra time you had to spend with your student(s).
When my kids were younger, they would go and
spend the week with grandma and grandpa.
While the kids were gone, my wife took the
opportunity to clean out their rooms and get rid of
all the things that they no longer played with. Our
kids would return home and notice something
different about their rooms and finally realize what
it was and begin to whine and that they still used
the thing they hadn’t touched in months. This toy
they hadn’t played with in months suddenly
became their most prized possession. As I look
back on those moments I wonder how many
times I have forgotten about Jesus’s blessings in
my life, and when they seemed to be absent, do I
notice; do I put up a fight to keep them like my
kids did? May the Lord restore the joy of the
salvation He so graciously gave us. Psalm 51:!2.
Are we looking for the Lord in everything?
~ Caleb Crouch

First Baptist
Church
Mission
Statement
First Baptist Church of Mineral Wells
reveals God’s grace to the world as we
Love like Christ, Live for Christ, and
Lead to Christ one life at a time.

The Singing Men of Texas will be on mission in
Hungary & Romania with evangelist Michael Gott
from April 29th through May 10th. I am grateful to be
able to participate in this mission, due largely in
part to your generous donations. One other way
you can participate is by committing to pray. A
daily prayer guide for the mission trip has been
prepared by Michael Gott’s wife, Jan. To be a part
of the prayer team, call or come by the church
office and give us your email address. Information
about the mission trip and a prayer guide will be
emailed to you. Hard copies of the prayer guide
will also be available in the church office. Thank
you for committing to pray for the Singing Men as
we share the love of Christ through concerts and
the preaching of God’s word.
Blessings,
Mel
The Singing Women of Texas will be presenting a
concert at First Baptist Church of Graham on
Saturday, March 23rd, at 6:00pm. Our very own
Marianna Wheeler sings in this group.

Special Called Business Meeting
There will be a Special Called Business Meeting this
coming Sunday, March 24, to vote (with no discussion)
on the Long Range Planning Committees
recommendation to go to one service. Recommended
service times are:
Sunday School: 9:00-10:00am
Transition to Worship Service: 10:00am-10:15am
Worship Service: 10:15-between 11:15 and 11:30am
Absentee Ballots are available in the office until Friday,
March 22, at 12:00pm.

Get Your Game On!!!

FBCMW is starting a 4 on 4 basketball league!
Each team may have up to 6 people on it and is
for ages 14 and up. The cost is $60 per team and
play beings on April 1. Please visit our
website at www.fbcmwtx.org/4on4basketball to get more details and register your team! !!!!

We all worry, it’s in our nature. I’m kind of a
“reformed worrier”. Since I was a young child I worried. Mostly, about people important to
me. I worried when after a full day of
work, my dad would have to make a
home visit so, I went with him. I worried
when my brothers were out late and lost sleep. As I
got older, worry changed. I followed ambulances
into neighborhoods to see if it was someone I knew.
When the kids started driving, I envisioned horrible
things at the sound of a siren and would have to
check it out. More than once I made calls just to
hear their voice. I knew it was wrong. I didn’t want to
worry but I couldn’t help it. At some point God
opened my eyes with this verse: Don’t worry about
anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell
God what you need, and thank him for all he has
done. Philippians 4:6. He began to use my worry to
keep me close to Him. Now when I begin to worry, I
make a conscious effort to pray for God’s will in the
situation, for protection, mercy, for His peace and to
thank Him for His presence. I still worry but now I
consider it an opportunity both for prayer and for
blessing. How’s your worry?
Spanem Bohem, Ann

Thursday, 3/21, 10:30 AM: Lunch
Out at the Long horn Cafe in
Bowie

Children’s Camp July 15-18, 2019

This year our children who have finished grades
3-6 will attend camp at BCBA in Lueders, TX.
Registration forms are due Monday, March 25 with
a $15 deposit so we can preregister our group.
Forms can be picked up in the church office. The
cost is $150. Please contact Marianna Wheeler if
you have any questions.

Operation Andrew

Operation Andrew is a community wide prayer and
outreach opportunity to help believers spread the
word of the love of Jesus to others. Indian Creek
Baptist Church is holding a kick-off rally on
Saturday, April 6 at 6:00pm. Please come join us
as we kick off this excitement time of community
outreach program!

Marriage Night Conference
FBC is hosting the 2019 Right Now Media Marriage Night Conference on Saturday, May 18,
2019 from 5:00-8:30pm. Dinner is included and
childcare is available. The cost is $15 per person/$30 per couple. Presenters at the conference
include: Frances and Lisa Chan, Led and Leslie
Parrot and Michael Jr. We hope to see you there!
Please RSVP to the church office by May 10.

Sunday, April 14
10:30am

