
 

  



 

Dear Fellow First Baptist Church Member, 
 
First Baptist Church is stepping forward in faith! We are embarking on an 
exciting and monumental journey for the work of Christ in and through 
our church. We want you to step forward with us as we explore God's 
call to be more effective in our ministry together. 
 
You may have heard this described as a "capital campaign". Rooted in 
Him is much more than that. If it is about money only, it will have limited 
success. If it is only about material things, it will not be blessed by God. If 
it is simply about debt retirement, it will not be used by God. There is a 
deeper meaning and purpose. 
 
 
Rooted In Him is all about people and their relationship with God. It is 
about: 
 

❖ Growing individuals 
❖ Strengthening families 
❖ Enlightening minds 
❖ Utilizing skills 
❖ Discovering talents 
❖ Challenging members 
❖ Surrendering wills 
❖ Maturing Christians 
❖ Reaching others for Christ 

 
 
 
This journey will not happen overnight. That is why we are placing in your 
hands this devotional guide, 42 Days to Victory. It is a journey of faith, a 
quest for Stewardship Enrichment. Join our church leaders as we commit 
to: 
 

1. Read the guide daily. Use it with your family or alone if necessary. 
2. Pray to grow and know - to grow spiritually and to know His will. 
3. Listen to hear His voice. Prayer is a dialogue not a monologue. 
4. Surrender completely to His purpose for you as a part of His purpose 

for our church - have a willing heart. 
 
 

Your companions on the journey, 
 

Nathan Buchanan, Pastor 

Lance Howerton, Capital Gift Campaign Chairman 

Ronnie Patterson, Capital Gift Campaign Co-Chairman  



 

Sunday, July 19, 2020 

A CHRISTIAN IS A DISCIPLE 
 

Part I 
 

"Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind; and, 

Love your neighbor as yourself." 
Luke 10:27 

 
 
We speak today of "Christ's disciples." Most of us could recall the names 

of many of the original twelve disciples who followed Jesus throughout His 
ministry, but I doubt that many could give a job description of the "calling." 

 
 
The disciples came from varied backgrounds, possessed differing 

personalities and exhibited varying temperaments. They differed from one 
another and even with one another, yet we are Christians today because 
of their faithfulness. They obeyed His command to "go into all the world 
and make disciples." (Matthew 28:19) We are Christians today because of 
their obedience - their discipleship. 

 
 
"Disciple." What a wonderful and meaningful name for those of us who 

follow Christ today and bear His name. The term literally means "a 
student", "a pupil", "a learner" of a teacher - in this case of Jesus the Christ. 

 
 
In the New Testament it is a common term. It is used over 250 times in 

the gospels and over 70 times in Matthew's gospel alone. A disciple is one 
who follows, listens to, learns from and acts like Jesus. 

 
 
A disciple is one who is a pupil of Christ. In fact, Jesus said, "Take my 

yoke upon you and learn of me." (Matthew 11:29) This is a continuing 
process. It begins when one says, "yes" to Jesus' invitation to salvation 
and continues into glory. It is living under the lordship of Christ. 

 

What then are we to learn of Christ? 
 

I.   We must learn to love as He loved. 
 
He was the embodiment of love - the love of God in human form. This 
is what John 3:16 means, "For God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten son." It is what Jesus meant when He said, "Greater 
love hath no man that this that he lay down his life for his friends." 
(John 15:13) 
 
 

He made the supreme demonstration of this love when He went to the 
cross of Calvary and gave His life in love. Paul interprets this for us in 
Romans 5:8 - "God commended His love toward us in that while we were 
sinners Christ died for us." 
 
Charles Wesley on the first anniversary of his conversion wrote this 
wonderful hymn to express his love for the one who loved him enough to 
die for him: 
 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of his grace! 

   
 



 
As His disciples we must learn to love Him and others as He loves us. 
Listen to what our Teacher, our Lord, and our Savior says: 
 

 
John 13:34-35 

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another, as 
I have Loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another. 

 
 
In other words, if we experience this love we must express this love to 
those about us. It is the major distinguishing characteristic of a Christian. 
Remember Jesus said, "By this shall all men know that you are my 
disciples if you have love one to another." (John 13:34-35) He didn't say 
by our words, nor by our works, nor by our attendance at church, but by 
our love will the world know we are Christians. 
 
He loved the unlovely, the down and out, the up and out, the diseased, the 
corrupt, the rich, the poor, and everyone in between. In turn we must love 
these and one another just as Jesus loved. We must learn to love as Jesus 
loved. 
 
He loved the church. The Scripture says that He "loved the church and 
gave himself for it." We too must learn from Him to love the church and to 
show it in our worship, our service, our support and our sacrifice. 
 
Our STEWARDSHIP ENRICHMENT emphasis is a manifestation of this 
love. Because we love Him and we love those who must be reached with 
His love and ministered to in His name we provide the facilities and 
services of our church. 
 

Our sacrificial giving is because of our love for Him and for those He 

loved. 

Lord Iove you and look forward to walking with you on this 
jorney to victory. Thank you for 

allowing me to be here! 

Part II 
 

II. We must learn to give as Jesus gave 
 
In His own words Jesus taught us to give our lives as He did. He said 
that He had come to do the will of the Father who sent Him and to 
complete the work that He sent Him to do. (John 4:34 - paraphrased). 
Then Jesus said, "I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath sent me." 
 
In other words, Jesus is saying, "My life is a life of service to the Father. 
My purpose is to do His will." 
 
As a result of this He agonized in Gethsemane crying out, "not my will, 
but thine be done." And then gave, "His life a ransom" (Matthew 20:28) 
on Calvary's cross. 
 
We today will probably never be called upon to die for our faith, but we 
are called upon to give ourselves completely to do His will even as Jesus 
did. It does mean that we "present our bodies living sacrifices" in 
complete surrender. (Romans 12:1-2) 
 
Jesus said, "As the Father has sent me, even so do I send you." He 
sends us to give our time, talent, testimony and treasure to bring others 
to God. 
 



 
One of the most beautiful illustrations of this is seen in Paul's letter to 
the Corinthians. He is challenging them to give sacrificially and he 
reminds them of the example of the Savior - "you know the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He 
became poor, that you through His poverty might be rich." (II Corinthians 
8:9) 
 
But He also reminds them of the Christians in Macedonia. When given 
an opportunity, they gave sacrificially even in the midst of their extreme 
poverty. They were able to do so because they "first gave themselves to 
the Lord." This they learned from the Savior and so must we. 

 

III. We must learn to sacrifice as He sacrificed. 
 
It may surprise you to know that Jesus never used the word "sacrifice" 
in regard to His life or His ministry. He didn't need to! His entire life was 
a sacrifice. His death on the cross was the ultimate sacrifice. 
 The writers of the New Testament however, constantly referred to His 
sacrifice. In Ephesians 5:2 Paul exhorts us to "walk in love as Christ also 
loved us, giving Himself for us as an offering and a sacrifice to God." 
The writer of Hebrews says that Christ, "put away our sin by the sacrifice 
of himself." (Hebrews 9:26) 

 
 
As His disciples we are called upon to "offer ourselves as living sacrifices." 
Our time, our talent, our treasure must be offered to Him as sacrifices 
which are acceptable to Him. 
 
 
An illustration of this is seen in the Apostle Paul's giving thanks for the 
offering sent to him by the Philippians. He says that their monetary gift was 
a "sacrifice acceptable and well pleasing to God." (Philippians 4:18) They 
had made a sacrifice to the work of Christ and Paul rejoices in it. He then 
promises that in turn, "My God shall supply all your needs according to his 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:19) God always meets our 
needs when we, like Christ, offer to Him the sacrifice of self and substance. 
 
 
When God is leading us to sacrifice time and treasure - remember the 
Scripture -"Don't forget to do good and give what you have, for such 
sacrifices are pleasing to God." (Hebrews 13:16) 
 
 
In fact, on our Journey to Victory, we will have opportunities to love as He 
loved, to give as He gave, and to sacrifice as He sacrificed. We need to 
begin praying that we might have "willing hearts" filled with love for our 
Christ, our church and our cause. 
 
 
Lord, I want to be a giver. I am willing to be used for your kingdom work. I have a 

willing heart that is filled with love for you. Lead me to understand what you 
want to do through me. I’ll do it. 



 

Monday, July 20, 2020 

A CHRISTIAN IS A FOLLOWER 

Part I 
 

Mark 2:14-15 
 
The simplest definition of a Christian is "one who follows Christ." Think 

of what it meant to those early disciples. Their lives were changed 
completely and permanently. It was the opportunity of a lifetime for them. 

 

And so it is for us today. Jesus calls each of us saying, "Follow me." 
 
We often fail to consider however what is involved in following Jesus - 

what demands He makes on us who would follow Him! 
 

I.   To follow Jesus, we must consider the cross as well as the crown. 
 
The cost of most things has changed through the years. One hundred 

years ago a penny would buy two eggs, a cup of coffee, a large piece of 
candy, or a soda. A doctor charged 25 cents for an office visit and a 
prescription could be filled for .10 cents. A laboring man was paid about 
.85 cents for a twelve-hourday, and a school teacher made $25 for three 
months.  

 
Times have changed, have they not? The cost of most things varies 

tremendously from generation to generation, but there is one cost that 
never changes. 

 
The cost of following Christ has not changed. Jesus warned "would be" 

followers to first evaluate the involvement. In Luke 14:26-33 Jesus said, 
"Whoever does not bear his cross and come follow me, cannot be my 
disciple." He pointed out that no one starts to build a tower without 
counting the cost and no king would go to war without counting the cost. 
He then concludes saying, "Whosoever of you that forsaketh not all that 
he hath he cannot be my disciple." (verse 33) He was saying, "count the 
cost!" 

 
•   It cost Andrew and Peter their fishing business to follow Jesus. 
  •   It cost James and John their livelihood to follow Jesus. 

•   It cost Matthew his lucrative tax business to follow Jesus.  
   •   And it will cost us! 

 
 
He promised those who followed Him that they would have a new life - 

one of fellowship with the Father. They would have an abundant 
overflowing life with Him. He promised they would have an eternity in 
heaven and a crown of victory and rejoicing. 

 
This is all true, but we forget sometimes that he also told them of the 
difficulties they would face. He promised them they would be despised and 
persecuted. "People will insult you and hurt you. They will lie and say all 
kinds of evil things about you, because you follow me. But when they do 
you will be happy. Rejoice and be glad because you have a great reward 
waiting for you in heaven." (Matthew 5:11) 

 

II. To follow Jesus means to Follow Him Completely, not Partially 
 
When you started following Christ your life changed. Robert Munger 

describes the change this way, "He came into the darkness of my heart 
and turned on the light. He built a fire in the cold hearth and banished the 
chill. He started music where there had been stillness and harmony where 
there had been discord. He filled the emptiness with his own loving 



 
fellowship. I have never regretted opening the door to Christ and I never 
will." 

 
But then perhaps something happened. You began to reserve areas of 

your life where you didn't want interference. You began to pick and choose 
what you would and wouldn't do in your spiritual life. 

 
Perhaps you are like the little boy who prayed - "God make me a good 

boy if you can. If you can't don't worry, I'm having fun the way I am." 
 
Maybe you are like the one who wanted to follow Christ, but only as an 

advisor. Or perhaps we forget that incomplete obedience is complete 
disobedience. 



 

 

 
Jesus refuses to accept a partial obedience. If we are to follow Him we 

can't choose which of his commands we'll follow. Churches have members 
who see the church (and Christian life) like a cafeteria. They come in, 
choose what they like, get fed, pay the bill and then leave. It doesn't work 
that way. 
 
Christ doesn't demand obedience in the Christian life and use force to 
achieve it. He lovingly asks for it and therefore we think it is unimportant. 
Wrong! 

Make no mistake about it. His request is our command. He requires that 

changes be made. 

Two friends were talking. One said, "Has your wife changed much since 

you married her." 

"Oh, yes - yes indeed - my hours, my friends, my habits, and my bank 

account." 

Your life changes when you follow Christ. He will accept nothing less. 

When He says, "Love one another as I have loved you" and we create 
confusion and conflict in our church by not loving, we aren't following the 
one who loves us eternally. 
 
When He says, "Give" and we refuse to give sacrificially we aren't following 
the one who gave Himself for us. 
 

To follow Jesus at all is to follow Him completely! 
 

Lord, I will follow you with all my heart and strength 

and will find joy in the journey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, July 21, 2020 

A CHRISTIAN IS A FOLLOWER 

Part II 

Luke 9:57-62 
 

We all know that to follow Jesus is demanding and costly. We 
also know that to follow Jesus completely is rewarding. We forget 
sometimes that to follow Him touches all of our life. 

Yesterday we saw that to follow Christ means bearing a cross as 
well as wearing a crown. We saw that it meant complete obedience 
to Christ and not partial. There is still more involved however. 
Consider the following: 
 

III. To follow Jesus means to Follow Him in Works as well as 

Words. 
 
Long ago Jesus asked some "followers", "Why do you call me Lord 
and do not the things I say?" (Luke 6:46) Evidently there were some, 
then as there are now, who "talked the talk, but didn't walk the walk." 
Now to call Jesus "Lord" sounds good, but if it is only words not 
supported by works it is hypocritical. 

In Texas, there is a saying, "He's all hat and no cattle." It is used to 
describe a man who talks a good game, but can't produce. Know 
any church members like that? 

James in his epistle talked about those who "said they had faith" but 
nothing in their lives revealed their faith. All words and no works. 
(James 2:14) They were condemned. 

Unlike these we are to follow the example of Christ in the Upper 
Room. With a towel and a bowl of water, he who was their Lord, 
washed the disciples' feet as a slave or servant would have done. 
He then said, "I have given you an example that you do as I have 
done." (John 13:13) 



 

 

We need to wear an apron not a bib. We need to feed and not be 
fed. We need to serve and not be served. We need to support and 
not be supported. We need to be the caring and not the cared for. 
We need to teach and not be taught. We need to be the answer not 
the problem. We are the servants of Christ. We need to see the 
need and meet it. 

A Louisiana Cajun had put his mule up for sale. A prospective buyer 
asked, "Are there any problems with the mule?" The Cajun 
answered, "Only that he don't look so good." The man answered, 
"Well, I don't really care about that. Does he work hard?" "Oh, yea, 
he work hard, he just don't look so good." So the man bought the 
mule, and the Cajun loaded him onto the new owner's trailer. When 
he arrived at his farm, he put down the ramp and brought the mule 
off the trailer. The mule immediately ran into a tree, then into the side 
of the barn. The farmer cried angrily, "I've been cheated! This mule 
is blind!" He reloaded the mule onto the trailer went back to the 
original owner, and loudly exclaimed, "You misrepresented this mule 
to me. This mule is blind. You lied to me!" "Oh no," the Cajun replied, 
"I don't lie to you, I tol' you, 'He don't look so good'!" 

 
 
On the other hand there are those who look great. They give a perfect 
picture of a follower of Christ, but are blind to real needs about them and 
therefore do nothing to meet the needs. They don't "look so good." 

• They fail to see the needs of the homeless. 
• They fail to see those about them who need Christ and the church. 
• They are blinded to the God given vision of the congregation. 
• Their eyes are closed to the building needs of the church and 

make no financial sacrifices to meet the opportunities at hand. 
 
Oh but the joy of seeing as Christ sees, and doing as He would. How 
exciting it is to follow in His steps and to do His will for our lives. 
 
And it is still true that the world is more concerned with our deeds than our 
words. The following was written about preachers, but it applies to all of 
us: 

 
I'd rather see a sermon 
Than hear one any day; 

I'd rather one walk with me 
Than merely show the way. 

- Author Unknown 
Lord, on our walk together help me to work as I walk. 



 

Wednesday, July 22, 2020 

A CHRISTIAN IS A FOLLOWER 
 
 

PART III 
 

IV. To follow Jesus means we follow Today 
 
Finally, if we are to follow Jesus now is the time! Long ago Joshua 
challenged God's people saying, "Choose you this day whom you will 
serve." (Joshua 24:15) And the people of God in great faith and 
commitment said, "We will serve the Lord." (verse 21) 
 
This is the response Jesus expected when He said to those of His day, 
"Follow Me!" The response was immediate and sacrificial. 
 
I am still amazed at how we excuse ourselves by the excuses we give. 
For example, here are some excuses a high school principal received. 

• "Please excuse my son's tardiness. I forgot to wake him up, and I 
did not find him until I started making the beds." 

• "Please excuse Mary for being absent. She was sick and I had her 

shot." 

• "Please excuse Tom for being absent yesterday. He had diarrhea, 
and his boots leak." 

• "My son is under doctor's care and should not take P.E. today. 
Please execute him." 

• "Please excuse Harriet for missing school yesterday. We forgot to 
get the Sunday paper off the porch, and when we found it Monday, 
we thought it was Sunday." 

 
We may smile at these, but we are just as creative in our excuses at 
times. So were some others in the New Testament. There were those to 
whom Jesus said "Follow Me" and they said. 

• "Lord, let me first say farewell to those of my house." (Luke 9:61) 

• "I have bought a piece of ground." (Luke 14:18) 

• "I have bought 5 yoke of oxen." (Luke 14:19) 

• "I have married a wife." (Luke 14:20) 

Jesus excused none of these but rather condemned them. It is still 

true as someone wrote, "The best time to do something significant is 

between yesterday and tomorrow." 

 
T.N.T. is not a television channel or a high-powered explosive. It means 
Today Not Tomorrow! For us it means to seize the moment, follow the 
Christ and enjoy the best of life. "Our future would be assured if we did as 
much today as we expect to do tomorrow." Let's do it today! Whether it will 
be going, giving, serving, sacrificing, obeying, committing or all of the 
above. 

 
 

Lord, today is the day you have made. I will rejoice and be glad in it, AND I will 
obey, go, give, serve, and willingly sacrifice for you. 



 

Thursday, July 23, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 
 
We have looked at the Christian Life for the past 5 days; let us now look 

at The Anatomy of a Christian. I can't think of this subject without being 
reminded of the following: 

 

A Small Boy's Essay On Anatomy 
 
"Your head is kind of round and hard, and your brains are in it 
and your hair on it...your face is the front of your head where 
you eat and make faces...your neck is what keeps your head 
out of your collar...your shoulders are kind of shelves...your 
spine is a long bone in your back that keeps you from folding 
up...your back is always behind you no matter how quick you 
turn around...your arms you got to have to pitch with, and so 
you can reach the butter...your legs are what if you have not got 
two of you can't get to first base...your feet are what you run 
on...your toes are what always get stubbed...And that's al l there 
is of you except what's inside and I never saw it. The end."  
 
As Christians we are all of this and much more. Each of us has a "body" 

however and the Bible has much to say concerning it. Consider today: 
 

I. A Body That Belongs 

Romans 12:1 
 
In Romans 12:1 Paul says, "I plead with you by the mercies of God 

that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God 
which is your reasonable service." 

 
Here we are confronted with the truth that our bodies are not our own. 

They belong to God. We are reminded of this in I Corinthians 6:19-20, 
"You are not your own for you are bought with a price." Our bodies belong 
to Christ therefore, because He paid the price by his sacrifice on Calvary's 
cross. 

 
This relationship to Christ dominates and determines (or should) our 

attitude, action and availability for service. This is where "the rubber hits 
the road". It is where our relationship is revealed. 

 
Since we belong to Him, our bodies, which here means our entire 

being of body, soul and spirit, the entire person is to be presented to Him 
as a "living sacrifice." In the Old Testament we find dead sacrifices being 
offered to God, but here we are not called upon to die but to live for Him. 
Someone has said, "We may die in a moment of time but to live for Him 
will require a lifetime" - a lifetime of service and sacrifice. 

 
Our problem may be like that of the little boy who heard the preacher 

ask, "What can we do for God? He even gave His Son for us." He spoke 
up saying, "I'll be happy to give my little sister!" Our idea of sacrifice is for 
someone else to make it. 

 
The verse gives three (3) characteristics of our commitment to Christ. 

The Holy Spirit says our bodies (our life) to be "a living sacrifice" must be: 
 
Holy - This word scares many Christians who picture some "Holy 

One" in a 
white robe, living in seclusion. Actually the word means to 
be set apart for God's use much as a vessel in the Temple 
was set apart for divine use. 
 
When you became a Christian you were set apart for God's 
use. You were saved to serve. 

 



 
 
Acceptable - It means approved by God - well pleasing to Him. 

Concerning Jesus, God the Father said, "This is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleased." Our goal in life is to be like 
Jesus - well pleasing to the Father. 
 
A visitor to a children's home in Ashville, North Carolina was 
trying to stress the importance of practicing safety 
measures. He told the children that in New York they placed 
signs everywhere with the slogan, "Safety First." 
 
One little fellow jumped up and said, "Down here we put God 
first!" So should we. This is the meaning of our being "well 
pleasing" and "acceptable" to our Savior. 

 
 
Reasonable - The word means "logical" and/or "spiritual". It is only 

logical that when one has given himself in complete 
surrender, set apart for God's service and well pleasing to 
Him certain things follow. We will seek His will and be ready 
to obey. 



 
 
 
Sephen Olford reminds us: "Who among us does not long to live a life 

of fruitfulness, joyfulness, usefulness and thankfulness? But Paul 
maintains this cannot happen and will not happen until we know how to 
give, not only of ourselves and our service but also of our substance. 
Indeed, the more we have studied this subject, the more it has become 
apparent that the true measure of yieldedness to the Lordship of Christ is 
the measure of our discipline and devotion in Christian stewardship. We 
can talk until doomsday about being surrendered Christians, but it is just 
words until we give evidence of our surrender through our stewardship. 
And make no mistake about it, when we stand before the judgment seat 
of Christ to render an account of our stewardship, we will wish that we had 
given more, since it is inescapably true that "what we spend, we lose; what 
we keep will be left to others; what we give will remain forever ours." 
Missionary Jim Elliott said, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep 
to receive that which he cannot lose." 

 
We can and will be used by God. This is true in a unique way during 

this time of STEWARDSHIP ENRICHMENT. Our bodies can be used like 
that of: 

 

Moses who raised the money to build and furnish the tabernacle; 

 David who raised the money and materials to build the Temple; 

 Solomon who directed the building of the Temple; 

            Nehemiah who supervised the rebuilding of the Walls of 

Jerusalem; and 

              Paul who raised money for the Saints in Jerusalem. 
 

Yes, God can use you to accomplish His will for our church. You can 
be the "living sacrifice" He needs in our church. You can be a body that 
belongs to Christ! A body that is used by Christ! 

 
Some years ago a successful artist spent days, even months trying to 

depict the Savior on canvas. Time and again he would re-do or add 
additional strokes and colors until he felt he had done his best. 

 
Some time later a friend was allowed to see it. The friend viewed it 

intently with admiration and then said, "You must love Him greatly." 
 
The artist replied: "Yes, and when I love Him more, I'll paint Him 

better." In like manner we can say: "When we love the Savior more, we'll 
paint Him better before the world." Our lives which are sacrificed to Him 
will depict Him more completely. 

 
 

When we love Him more... ! 
 
 

Lord, I love you more each day and want to serve you better each day. 



 

Friday, July 24, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 

II. A Body that Behaves 

Romans 12:2 
 
Think of it! God is pleading with us to yield ourselves - to give 

ourselves as living sacrifices. This body is the dwelling place of the Holy 
Spirit. (I Corinthians 6:19-20) Could anything be more amazing and 
empowering? 

 
Now that we are His; and have given ourselves in complete surrender; 

He tells what His expectations are of us. We are here to do His will, and 
as we are told in Romans 8:28-29 to be "conformed to the image of His 
Son" - to be like Jesus. 

 
In order for this to happen there are two things that must take place - 

one negative and one positive. 
 
First, we are exhorted not to be "conformed to the image of this world." 

Look about you. What is the "world" like? On every side we see the mad 
pursuit of the dollar, indifference to anything spiritual, lusting after the flesh 
and any sexual perversion that mind can imagine. This is our world. 

 
The phrase that is used "don't be conformed to this world" means 

"don't let the world squeeze or pressure you into its mold." How often do 
you hear - "everyone else is doing it." This is the "world" trying to force you 
into its way of thinking and acting. Refuse it! 

 
Don't let the "world" set your standard of conduct. You have a higher 

calling - "looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith." (Hebrews 
12:2) Keep your eyes on Him. 

 
Next we are told to be "transformed by the renewing of your mind." 

The picture is that of the transformation of an ugly caterpillar into a 
beautiful butterfly. It is the same root word as "metamorphous" or a 
complete change. 

 
This is the positive that happens in the Christian life. Since the 

Christian is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, it is not the Christian, but the Spirit 
who makes this change or transformation possible. All the memories, the 
habits, the desires, the ways of the world are changed from the old to the 
new. The new person emerges. Love takes the place of hatred. Generosity 
replaces selfishness. Peace replaces turmoil. God's will replaces ours. 

 
In today's world Madison Avenue is constantly bombarding us with 

commercials urging us to do this or that to improve our outward beauty. 
Every hour new products are promoted that are guaranteed to make one 
a "beautiful person." Their concern is that we all physically conform to a 
pre-conceived ideal. 

 
Of major importance for the Christian, however, is that one be 

"transformed" into the image of Christ. It is this inner beauty that God is 
concerned with. 

 
The purpose of this is that we might "prove" or "test" what is the good 

and acceptable and perfect will of God. Think on this. The Holy Spirit is 
saying that you can "learn from your own experience that His ways will 
really satisfy you." (Living New Testament) 

 
Consider those through the centuries who have tested God's purpose 

and found it to be glorious. Abraham found it to be so. Moses experienced 
it in his life. Isaiah discovered it. So did Stephen, Paul, Mark, John and the 
others in the Scriptures. So can you! 

 
For twelve years I served as a trustee on the Board of the largest 

foreign mission organization in the world. Every volunteer who was to be 
appointed and sent to a foreign field of service was required to write and 



 

then verbally give his/her testimony. Time after time I heard them say, "\ 
had 'planned' to be a doctor, lawyer, teacher, etc. And then God 'called' 
me to serve Him this way. I struggled, denied and even refused His calling. 
It was only when I said 'yes' and surrendered to do His will that I came to 
know real joy, happiness and peace." 

 
Many times I would see these when they returned on furlough or when 

I visited them on their field of service. In every case, they would say 
something similar to this - "I have learned from experience that God's will 
is the only way to happiness. His way is the only way to satisfaction." 

 
It stands the test and is proof to us and to others. It is proof that His 

will is "good". His will is always good - not always easy, but always good. 
It is "acceptable". Since it is God's will (not ours) we cannot do less than 
accept it. His will is "perfect" in that it achieves the desired end - what life 
is intended to be. 

 
We will discover this in coming days as we seek to know His will in our 

giving. He may lead us to do what is beyond our apparent means - a real 
sacrifice, but we'll come to see that it is His will - good, acceptable and 
perfect. 

This is where sacrifice becomes a reality. It is when real happiness 
and peace is experienced. It is what God intended us to be and do. Think 
about it! When your body becomes a "living sacrifice" all is blessed: 

• The life is blessed by lifting it to an elevated plane of God's grace. 
• The heart is blessed by making it receptive to God's will. 
• The hands are blessed by making them willing to do God's work. 
• The mind is blessed by giving it the satisfaction of achieving God's 
purpose. 
• The eyes are blessed by seeing God's work done. 
• The ears are blessed by hearing the Savior say, "Well done, good 
and faithful servant." 
• The church is blessed because you have done God's will! 
• God is blessed because His children have honored Him. 

Lord, help me to be a living sacrifice on your altar of love. 
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III. A Mind that Remembers 
 
If you are like I am you have a problem with forgetting things. Well I 

used to, but not since I took that Sam Carnegie course! 
 
Now there are only three things I have trouble remembering. They are 

names - faces and - I can't remember the third one. 
 
A friend of mine encourages me. He says, "Don't worry if you start 

losing your memory. Just forget about it." 
 
Some of us who are Senior Citizens get a lot of teasing about this. An 

older couple was watching television when he got up to get a coke she 
said, "While you are in there bring me a dish of ice cream with chocolate 
syrup and cool whip. You had better write it down or you won't remember." 

 
He was gone about 30 minutes and returned with a tray - 2 eggs 

sunny side up, crisp toast and jelly. She said, "I told you to write it down. 
You forgot the bacon." 

 

Whether we are young, old or in between there are some things we 

should never forget: 
 

A.      We should never forget God. 
 
We are living in a day and with a generation that has mostly 
forgotten God. They think they have outgrown God. It's not that 
they believe that "God is dead" as some announced a generation 
ago. Few would go that far, but many feel that God has grown old 
and has retired. He has been put on a pension and given the 
honorary and harmless title "Heavenly Father" or "the man 
upstairs" or even "God Emeritus." 



 

 
They have forgotten that God is alive and active in the here and 
now. He is still the almighty God - the creator of heaven and earth 
- the Sovereign of the universe. Many have forgotten that "He's 
got the whole world in His hands, He's got you and me in His 
hands" as the song says. 
 
Isn't it time for God to step in and say to us as He said to ancient 
Israel, "Don't forget when you have an abundance, when you have 
eaten and are full, when your silver and gold have multiplied that 
it is the Lord your God who giveth you power to get wealth. 
Remember that it was I who delivered you from bondage and 
brought you into this abundance. If you forget this you will surely 
perish." (a paraphrase of Deuteronomy 8:6-20) 
 
We should never forget that the Lord Jesus Christ redeemed us. 
 
The Bible reminds us of this on practically every page of the New 
Testament. Consider this verse: 
 
“…ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver or gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ…” I Peter 
1:18-19) 
 

B.  We must never forget that we belong to Jesus Christ. He is Lord 
of our lives. Since this is true we owe him our obedience. 

 
He is our Lord and when He says we are to be His witness – we 
witness. When He says we are to be the light of the world – we 
shine! When he says concerning the tithe, “this you ought to do” 
– we do (don’t we?). When He says give an account of your 
stewardship – we shall. 

 
C. We should never forget to be thankful and express it. 

 
Recently I received a birthday card from my daughter, which read on the 
cover: 

“Dad – sometimes it seems like all you do is give, give, give…” 
[Open the card and it reads:] 

“I’m just glad I’m able to be there for you in those times!” 
Happy Birthday! Love, Judy 

 
I have an idea that many of us could express the same sentiment to God: 
Sometimes it seems like all you do is give, give, give - I’m just glad that 
I’m there to receive.” But then, there is no expression of love or thanks on 
our part. We need to remember, “Freely you have received, freely give.” 
(Matthew 10:8) Thank and praise Him for it. 
 
 
One of the most obvious ways we can show our love for Christ and express 
our thankfulness is in our church. The scripture tells us that, “Jesus loved 
the church and gave Himself for it.” In fact, He also identifies Himself with 
His church that the way we treat the church is the way we treat our Savior. 
 
 
Paul says, “I was persecuting the church.” When he met Jesus he was 
asked, “Why are you persecuting me?” Get the point.   
 
In stewardship enrichment we all will have an opportunity to show our love 
and express our thankfulness by our sacrificial commitment. 
 
Soon we will all hold a commitment card in our hands.  Our church is 
asking us to make a financial commitment, which represents our faith and 
love for our church and our God.  We will do this and do it with joy. 
 
 

Lord, I love you with my mind; you are always in my thoughts.
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IV. Eyes That See 
 

"...your young men shall see visions, and your old men 

shall dream dreams." 

Acts 2:17 
 
When Disney World was completed and the ribbon cutting was taking 

place, an executive and friend of Walt Disney began thinking of the vision 
that Walt had had years before his death. He turned to Mrs. Disney and 
said, "It's a shame Walt couldn't have seen this!" Mrs. Disney replied, "He 
did! That's why we're here today!" 

 
The vision had become a reality. Think of it. Visions become a reality 

when there is leadership and sacrifice. 
 
Our church has vision. It is true that, "our young men have visions and 

our old men dream dreams," (Acts 2:17) but all of us share the vision of 
what we could accomplish and what we will accomplish for His glory. 

 

For our vision to become a reality however it must be: 
 
A Common Vision - We must all share the vision of what God would 
have us do. If each has a different vision we shall be fragmented. It 
will cripple rather than give wings. We are the church, a body in which 
all parts work together in unity. This is happening as we follow the 
leadership of the Holy Spirit, of our Pastor and staff, and of our 
leadership team. 
 
A Consecrated Vision - Our vision must be God's plan for us not just 
our human desires. We firmly believe that God has led us individually, 
as committees and as a church. It has been and is being bathed in 
prayer. His leadership is evident everywhere we look. 
 
Remember where God guides God provides! He would not have 
placed the vision in our minds if He did not plan to provide the means 
- and you are part of His plan. 
 
A Challenging Vision - Our church never has had small dreams. Our 
dreams will always be great because they are given to us by a great 
God. Our members have always responded as God led. Sacrifices are 
required if we are to accomplish God's will for our church. 
 
When we look at plans for the future of our church we can see all of 
this becoming a reality. We see a facility teaming with activity for God's 
glory. We see multitudes being reached for the kingdom. We see the 
miracle of God's grace. 

 

Wait a minute - you don't have this vision? You can't see it? 
 
I'm reminded of the psychiatrist's secretary who told the doctor, 

"There's a man in the waiting room who claims to be invisible! The 
psychiatrist replied: "Tell him we can't see him today." 

 
Perhaps you don't see today what the rest of us see, but you can. 

Remember the account in II Kings 6:16. Elisha's servant looked about and 
saw the horses and chariots of the enemy. He thought the battle was 
impossible. Elisha then says "Fear not" and he prayed, "Lord open his 
eyes that he may see." And the Lord opened his eyes and he saw the 



 
horses and chariots of fire of the Lord surrounding them. Victory was 
theirs. 

 

There are times when our vision gets dimmed. Sometimes it is 

blurred: 

♦ Blurred by Tradition 
Someone has said the seven last words of a church are, "We Never 
Did It That Way Before." 

♦ Dimmed by Selfishness 
I know a deacon who violently opposed the building program of his 
church. He knew the need and recognized the consequence of not 
building. He didn't want to give himself nor his wealth so he opposed 
the program. 

♦ Blinded by Sin 
Some have Spiritual Myopia. They can only see the immediate 
situation and are unable or refuse to see the long-range impact of 
God's plan for the church. Long-term possibilities for service and 
ministry are lost. 

 
These can't see the youth of our church being nurtured and developed 

into examples of Christian leadership. They can't see the unreached being 
won to Christ and nurtured in our beloved church. They can't see the plans 
and possibilities God has before our church. 

 
Think of the loss this involves. Consider the lives that will never be 

what God intended them to be because of the selfishness and near 
sightedness of some. 

 
Pray that the Lord will open your eyes and enable you to catch the 

vision that He has for our church. He will answer that prayer and "show 
you great and mighty things beyond your imagination." 

 
Someone asked Helen Keller, "What could be worse than having no 

sight?" She answered, "Having sight and no vision!" 
 

Lord, I have eyes to see. I open my eyes so that I can 
see your vision as if I were seeing through your 

eyes. 
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V. Ears That Hear 

"He that hath ears to hear, let him 
hear." Matthew 11:15 

A well-known zoologist announced he was trying to cross a parrot with 
a black panther. "Good heavens," exclaimed a newspaper reporter, "what 
do you expect to end up with?" 

 

Well, I can't rightly say," admitted the scientist. "But if it starts talking, 

people had better listen." 
 
I don't know about that creature, but I can assure you that God is 

speaking and we had better be listening. In fact, a Christian has ears that 
hear and they are (or ought to be) attuned to God's voice. 

The problem is that there are so many voices-such a cacophony of 
sound. The radio, the television, the Internet and the newspapers — all 
are clamoring to be heard. Sometimes we feel like a stray dog at a 
whistler's convention. We are not sure what to listen to. 

We must however, be like Samuel who prayed, "Speak Lord, thy 
servant heareth." (I Samuel 3:9-10) His voice does not always come as 
we expect. Look at Elijah. He was listening expectantly. First the wind 
came, but the Lord was not in the wind." Then came an earthquake, "but 
the Lord was not in the earthquake." After the earthquake came the fire," 
but the Lord was not in the fire." And after the fire, there came the "still 
small voice". God spoke to him and his life was changed. 

 
We too must hear His voice in the medium that He chooses to use. 

Certainly He speaks through the Bible. He speaks as we pray, as we 
worship, and in our devotions (such as this one). He speaks in the 
circumstances of life and at times we are not expecting. He speaks 
through our minister and our leadership team as they call on us to sacrifice. 

When God speaks it may be a call to salvation. "Behold, I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone will hear my voice ...I will come in to him 
..." (Revelation 3:20) 

It may be a call to service. He called for one to serve and Isaiah 
responded, "Here am I, send me." (Isaiah 6:Iff) 

 
It is a call to submission. Listen to God as He speaks through David, 

"Who is willing to consecrate his services this day unto the Lord?" 
(I Chronicles 29:5) 

It certainly is a call to stewardship. Jesus Himself challenges, "Give and 
it shall be given unto you... "(Luke 6:38) 

Do you ever wonder why there is no outpouring of the Holy Spirit? Do 
you question why there is no great renewal in our church? O. S. Hawkins 
put it like this. "The principal hindrance to the advancement of the 
Kingdom of God is greed. It is the chief obstacle to heaven-sent 
revival. It seems that when the back of greed is broken, the human 
spirit soars into regions of unselfishness. I believe it is safe to say 
there can be no continuous revival without "hilarious" giving. And 
I fear no contradiction: wherever there is "hilarious" giving there 
will soon be revival!" 

 
And Jesus said, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear." (Matthew 

11:15) Our problem may be that we hear but do not listen. Much like the 
man who boasted that he had the best hearing aid money could buy. A 
friend asked him, "What kind is it? He replied, "Oh about 2:30!" 

 
Now in this critical time in the history of our church we need also to listen 

carefully and prayerfully to the voice of our minister and leadership team 



 
as they challenge us to give sacrificially. As God speaks to us let us obey 
and rejoice in the privilege of giving. 

 
Oh those words spoken by Jesus - "Son Remember!" They are 

recorded in Luke 16:25 in the story of Lazarus and Dives. 
 
Think of this in light of eternity. We stand before Him and He says, "My 
child remember" 
♦ Remember how your time could have been used to enrich the lives 
of others. 
♦ Remember how your talents could have brought glory to my name. 
♦ Remember how your treasure might have enriched my church and 

brought others to eternal salvation. 
♦ Remember! Remember! Remember! 
 
It doesn't have to be this way. Today, this very hour, we can change 
this. God promises in I John 1:9, "If we confess ... He will forgive." We 
can start over as good stewards! 
 

Today is the first day of the rest of your life - a new beginning. 
 
 

Today if you hear His voice harden not your heart! 
(Hebrews 3:8) 

 
 

 

Lord, I hear so many sounds around me, but the sound I long to hear above all 
others is 

your still small voice saying “II love you my child.” 
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VI. A Tongue That Tells 

James 3 :  1 -12  

 

Astronaut Michael Collins, speaking at a banquet said, "The average 
man speaks 25,000 words a day, and the average woman 30,000." Then 
he added: "Unfortunately, when I come home each day I've spoken my 
25,000...., and my wife hasn't started her 30,000." 

 
Perhaps we all speak too much. A wife was asked if her husband 

talked a lot and she gave this answer: "Can he talk! He was in Miami and 
when he got home his tongue was sunburned." 

 
We need to be careful what we say and when we say it. A football fan 

talking to his girlfriend said, "See that fellow playing full back? I think he'll 
be our best man next year." She quickly said, "Oh, darling, this is so 
sudden." 

 
Careless speech can cause all sorts of trouble and offend God and 

others. Proverbs 6:16-19 says there are seven things God hates: a proud 
look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that deviseth 
wicked imaginations, feet that run to mischief, a false witness, and he that 
soweth discord among the brethren." Three of these have to do with the 
tongue. Also notice that two of the Ten Commandments have to do with 
the use or abuse of the tongue. 

 
The book of James has more to say about the tongue than any other 

book in the Bible. All five chapters deal with the tongue in various ways. 
Chapter three says more than any others. Read it! You will like it or hate it 
depending on your own life. 

 
First, he deals with the Potential of the tongue. He points out the 

tongue can guide life. Just as the bits in a horse's mouth control it, so the 
tongue controls one's life. Control the tongue and you can control the 
passions of life. 

 
Then James says the tongue can harm lives. The illustration of fire is 

used. A little spark can ignite dry, brittle leaves and destroy an entire forest 
as we have seen in California, Oregon, and elsewhere. Think of the harm 
done by the tongue of fire. Lives ruined and reputations destroyed by an 
evil tongue. 

 
Some years ago I was bowling with a friend. I approached the line, let 

loose of the ball and it headed for the gutter. I began to apply "body 
English" to try to influence its roll, but with no effect. My friend laughed at 
me and said, "It's hard to control the ball after it leaves your hand. "Father 
which is in heaven." (Matthew 10:32) 

 
It can bless by encouraging and comforting. Our world is filled with 

lonely, empty, discouraged people who are hungry for a kind and loving 
word. There are those who are hurting and crying out for words of comfort 
that only a caring Christian can give. You can be that person. 

 
It can bless by witnessing. A teenager once said to me - "I am a 

Christian because Barbara told me about Jesus and what He meant to 
her." You can do the same for one you know. He will put His words in your 
mouth. Jesus said, "It is not you that speaks, but the Spirit of your Father 
who speaks in you." (Matthew 10:20) 

 
The tongue can bless by testifying. Wallace Chappel reminds us: 

"After Christ comes in your life and wonderfully changes things, you will 
want to testify that it is true. And make no mistake about it - your testimony 
counts for much." The little girl who said, "Since Jesus came, I feel clean 
inside," can share her heart's purity with others. The washwoman E. 
Stanley Jones tells about, who exclaimed, "I ain't what I ought to be and I 
ain't what I'm gonna be, but I'm heaps better than I used to be," can tell 
the people how it is that she is different. 



 

 
The same is true of the words we speak. They are difficult to control 

after they leave our lips. Only time will tell the good or evil they will bring. 
 
Next the Holy Spirit deals with the Power of the tongue. It can either 

bless or curse depending on its use. 
 
It can bless by confessing Christ Jesus as Savior. In Romans 10 we 

read, "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation." (Romans 10:9-10) 

 
And Jesus said, "Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, 

him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.” (Matthew 
10:32) 
 
 It can bless by encouraging and comforting. Our world is filled with 
lonely, empty, discouraged people who are hungry for a kind and loving 
word. There are those who are hurting and crying out for words of comfort 
that only a caring Christian can give. You can be that person. 
 
  

Our research has shown that testimonies in STEWARDSHIP 
ENRICHMENT have greater influence on personal commitments than 
anything other than the Word of God. Remember, "People's hearts are 
moved by people whose hearts have been moved." 

 
Use this power and influence by telling how excited you are about 

STEWARDSHIP ENRICHMENT and the vision it will fund. 
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VII. A Heart That Gives 

Today your heart will beat 103,369 times, and during this time it will 
pump your blood 168,000,000 miles. It's no wonder we're tired! 

 
This year more than a million Americans will die of heart disease, more 

than all of our servicemen killed since the Revolutionary War. 
Unbelievable!! 

 
The human heart is no larger than a man's fist, and yet its condition 

largely determines the state of a person's health. We spend millions of 
dollars every year in research and development seeking a cure for all the 
various heart diseases of men and women, and rightly so. 

 
But what about the "spiritual heart"? The Bible has much to say on this 

subject. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see God." (Matthew 5:8) Obviously He wasn't talking 
about man's physical heart. In fact, when the Bible uses the term, it refers 
to the moral and spiritual life of a person. The condition of this heart 
determines the spiritual health of an individual, just as the physical heart 
does the physical health. The Hebrew word refers to the intellectual, 
emotional, and volitional aspects of one's personality. 

 
As the Scripture says, "For as he thinketh in his heart, so is he." 

(Proverbs 23:7) In fact, our entire relationship to God is determined by the 
attitude of our heart. 

 



 

For example: 
 
We are to SEEK God with all our heart. (Psalms 

119:2) "Blessed are they that seek him with the 
whole heart." 

We are to BELIEVE God with all our heart. (Romans 
10:10) "Believe in thine heart... thou shalt shall be 

saved." 
We are to LOVE God with all our heart. (Matthew 

22:37) "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart." 

We are to SERVE God with all our heart. (Joshua 
22:5) "Serve Him with all your heart and with all 
your soul." 

We are to do the WILL OF GOD with all our heart. 
(Ephesians 6:6) "Doing the will of God from the heart." 

We are to GIVE with all our heart. (Exodus 35:5) 
God said, "Receive an offering for me from those who have a 
willing heart." 

 
It should not surprise us then that when the apostle Paul wanted to 

challenge us in the principles of giving, he focused on the heart: "Every 
man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, 
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver." (II Corinthians 9:7) 

Here Paul is speaking to the Christian. He says that God has given 
you a new heart through faith in Jesus Christ. It is a heart filled with love 
and faith. A Christian is one who has been forgiven. He has a heart that is 
forgiving and a heart for giving. It is the new "nature" to give! 

 
In light of this and realizing that we are God's stewards and His fellow 

laborers, we should follow His guidance in giving. Notice what He has said 
about our giving: 

It should be willing - God's first command about giving, "Receive an 
offering for me from those who have a willing heart." 

It should be from a willing heart - God's first command about fund 
raising was "receive an offering from those who are of a willing heart." 
(Exodus 35:5) 

 

It should be generous - God has been generous in giving to you; 

how can you do less? 
 
It should be sacrificial - as David said, "God forbid that I should make 

an offering that is not a sacrifice." (II Samuel 24:24) 

It should be proportionate - as Paul told all of us, "give as God has 
prospered you." (II Corinthians 9:7b) Jesus said of Mary, "She has done 
what she could." (Mark 14:8) 

 

It should be cheerful - Remember, "God loves a cheerful giver." 

It should be willing - Again, David said, "I have given willingly; the 
leaders have given willingly and now I have seen with joy how willingly 
your people have given." (I Chronicles 29:6,17-18) 

 

It should be loving - Jesus said, "God so loved the world that He 

gave..." (John 3:16) 

Jesus was saying - love matters! God knows your heart. 
 
Yes, one can give without loving, but one cannot love without giving. 

When one loves, he gives generously and gladly. He gives as God has 



 

given, whether it be large or small. The more God blesses, the more one 
gives because he is mindful of Christ's sacrifice for him. 

 
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift." (II Corinthians 

9:15) There is no "hardening of the hearteries here!" 

Lord my heart is open to You. 
Help me to have a willing heart – surrendered to Your will. 
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VIII. An Appetite that Hungers 

Matthew 5:6 

Abraham Lincoln, it is said, was always striving to be better. On one 
occasion a friend found him sitting with his Bible open on his knee. Lincoln 
said, "I have been reading the Beatitudes and can at least claim one of the 
blessings. It is the blessing pronounced upon those who hunger and thirst 
after righteousness." 

 
What could Jesus mean by saying we are blessed when we hunger 

after righteousness? Perhaps we will understand if we consider His words 
one at a time. Let's think about: 

 
A. The Condition He Described - "hunger after righteousness." 
 
We all differ in many ways - DNA, fingerprints, color, height, weight, 
I.Q., etc. But all the races, nations, and individuals are the same in 
that we all hunger and thirst. 
 
But we are dealing here with a spiritual hunger that can only be 
satisfied with a spiritual experience. We must "hunger" - intensely 
desire - righteousness. 
 
It is this hunger that Jesus is talking about! Actually, hunger is a sign 
of health. A good appetite indicates growth. One of the first things a 
doctor asks is, "How is your appetite?" 
 
It is also a sign of spiritual health and growth. God has placed in each 
of us an insatiable hunger for Himself. The Psalmist cried out, "As the 
deer pants for water, so my soul pants after thee, O, God." (Psalm 
42:1) 
 
B. The Challenge He Demanded — "hunger after righteousness" 
 
This is considered by many to be the most challenging of all the 
beatitudes. It is uncompromising. It insists that the Christian life is not 
for one who is simply interested or attracted, but for those who desire 
righteousness as a matter of life and death. 
 
Our problem, as Peter Marshall once said is that, "We are to Christian 
to enjoy sinning and too fond of sinning to enjoy Christianity." He was 
right. We are not perfect, but we have a perfect Saviour who is ready 
to forgive when we turn to Him. 
 
Remember, the righteousness that Christ demands is not a 
possession, but a passion. It is an intense desire to be "right" with 
God. 
 
It also means to do "right" toward God. The starting point is "to love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind" (Matthew 22:37). When we fail to put God first and do His will 
we are not "doing right" toward God. 
 
Certainly it involves keeping His commandments. A good starting 
point here is "to love thy neighbor as thyself." This is not easy, but it is 
godly. Someone has said, 

 
To dwell there above 

With those that we love 
Oh that will be glory 
But to live here below 

With those that we know 
Well, that's another story. 

 
What about His demand that we, "Bring all the tithes and offerings into 
my storehouse." Oh that's another story too, but we can't pick and 
choose can we? 

C. The Comfort He Defined - "shall be filled" 
 



 

Sure it is demanding. No one said it was easy. The price is great but 
so is the reward. When we meet His demand to "hunger after 
righteousness" He promises us that we shall be "filled." What a picture! 
The word was used to describe the feeding and fattening of cattle. The 
idea is that one keeps on hungering, but is constantly being satisfied. 

God said, "open wide your mouth and I will fill it." (Psalm 81:10) 

There is no satisfaction greater than having hungered to know and do 
God's will and then doing it. 

Lord, I hunger to do Your bidding and to be like You in all I say and do. 



 

Friday, July 31, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 

IX. Hands That Help 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 and Ephesians 4:28 
 
 

My grandchildren have the happy way of questioning me with their riddles. 

For instance: 

* What did the digital clock say to its mother? ...Look Mom, no 

hands!!! 

* If you have eight oranges in one hand and eight oranges in the 
other, what do you have?  ... Big hands!!! 

Well, no matter how many hands you have or how big they are, the 
Bible has much to say about how you use them. 

Through the centuries God has chosen to use hands that are 

committed to Him. 
He asked Moses - "What's that in your hand?" "Why Lord, its a 

shepherd's staff." God said, "Use it for my glory." And Moses led God's 
people out of bondage in Egypt to the promise land. 

 
Samson, "What's that in your hand?" "It's only the jaw bone of an ass!" 

Then use it for my glory." And the Philistines were destroyed. 
 
David, "You are only a shepherd lad, but what's that in your hand?" 

"It's only a sling Lord!" "Then use it for my glory." And the giant Goliath 
was slain. 

 
Jesus looks to a young boy and asks, "What's that in your hand?" "It's 

just a lunch - 5 loaves and 2 fishes." Jesus said, "Let's use it for God's 
glory." So He took it, blessed it and fed the five thousand. 

 

In like manner God asks you - "What's that in your hand?" And your 

answer – 

- "It's a computer skill”       - "It's an artistic talent” 

    - "It's a teaching ability       - “It’s a farming knowledge” 

 

     - “It’s a large stock portfolio”  - “It’s a management ability” 

And God says, "Use it for my glory." The need is great. The opportunities 

are everywhere and God needs your hands to help. 
 
A well-known preacher, C. Roy Angell, told the following story that 

illustrates this. It is about an incident that happened in a little village in 
France after the war. A detachment of soldiers had been left as 
occupational troops to keep order in the town. Time hung heavy on their 



 

hands. One day they decided to help the villagers restore their bombed 
homes and city. They started on the church. It was a big job, because the 
church had received a direct hit. They worked joyously and cheerfully, 
cleaning up debris, putting back the windows, and rebuilding the pews. In 
the midst of the debris, they found a marble statue of Christ. It was badly 
broken, but they managed to cement it together and set it up in its niche 
in the wall. But search as they would, they could not find the hands for the 
statue of Christ. And so when they had finished arranging the statue in its 
place, a moment of inspiration came to one of them. He made a sign and 
hung it on the statue. These simple words were printed on it, "He has no 
hands but yours." 

 
In a few days God will say to you. "What is that in your hand?" And 

you will answer, "It is my commitment card." And God will say, "Use it for 
My glory." Your card and the commitment it represents is important to God, 
to His church and to you. 

Before you turn in the commitment card ask yourself these 

questions: 

• Would I be pleased to place this card personally in the nail pierced 

hand of my Lord. 

• Would I be satisfied saying to Him, "This represents my love for 

you?" 

• Would I be comfortable saying, "This expresses my thanksgiving 
for the sacrifice you made for me on the cross?" 

• Could I say to Him, "This is a sacrifice. It is in proportion to what 
you have given me." 

Lord, take my hands and let them be used to serve and sacrifice for You. 



 

Saturday, August 1, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 

X. Legs That Walk 

Ephes ians  5:7-/6 

 

A major league outfielder who was a committed Christian said to his 
manager Earl Weaver, "Earl, aren't you glad I walk with the Lord?" 

 

Weaver replied, "I'd rather you walk with the bases loaded!" 
 
Fortunately, we can do both. We can walk with the Lord, and walk with 

Him in our vocation - our calling. In fact, the word "walk" is one of the most 
frequently used terms to describe a Christian's conduct. 

 

In Ephesians 5 the Holy Spirit challenges us as Christians to: 
 
Walk In Love - verse 2 says, "and walk in love, as Christ also hath 

loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice." 
 

If our walk does not reflect our talk, we fail to represent our Savior. 
 
A soldier charged with cowardice in battle was brought before 

Alexander the Great. The great general asked him his name. The soldier 
answered, "Alexander, sir." To which the general replied, "Soldier, either 
change your ways, or change your name." 

 

Walk In Light - In verse 8, Paul exhorts us to "walk as children of 

light." 
 
Jesus said, "I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not 

walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" John 8:12). When we walk 
with Jesus we are walking in the light. How rewarding this can be; but how 
revealing it becomes. 

 
It's when we compare ourselves with perfection that we really see 

ourselves. I may think I am a good golfer until I compare myself with Arnold 
Palmer, Jack Nicklaus, or Tiger Woods. I realize then how far short I fall. 

 
It is true in every area of Christian living. We fall short in our loving, 

our faithfulness, our giving, our serving. We all need to "Grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ" (II Peter 3:18). 

 
Walk In Loyalty - Ephesians 5:15 demands that we "walk 

circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the time." The idea 
here is that we must walk carefully and faithfully. 

 
Anyone who has traveled overseas has noticed the tall brick or 

concrete walls surrounding houses and commercial buildings. They are 
there for security reasons. Many are six, eight, even ten feet tall, and a 
foot or more thick. Frequently concrete is poured on top and before it 
hardens, broken pieces of glass are embedded in it. These jagged pieces 
keep burglars from climbing the wall. 

 
Once as I looked out my hotel window in Jerusalem I saw a cat walking 

very carefully across the wall - cautiously placing each foot to avoid the 
sharp glass. It is this idea that the scripture is talking about. We must walk 
carefully, avoiding all that is harmful to our Christian life and influence. 

 
We must be careful also about why we walk, not just how and where. 

This has to do with our motives. 



 
 
Tolstoy, in his story, "How Much Land Does a Man Need?" told about 

a man who went to a distant country where the headman of a tribe offered 
him, for a sum of money, all the land he could walk around in a day. The 
man was told to put his money down on a certain spot and then walk until 
sunset. When he returned to his money, all lands enclosed by the path of 
his steps were to be his. So the man started, hurrying as fast as possible 
and returning after great exertion to the point of departure. But the task 
had been too great for him, and he fell dead where he had begun. In the 
end, he only needed six feet of ground. The rest was of no use to him. 

 
When the desire to possess is so great that it demands our life, our 

priorities are twisted. There is something terribly wrong when our 
possessions dominate us - even own us. 

 
When we walk in love, in light and in loyalty to Christ we will recognize 

the importance of where and why we walk. We will hear Him say, "Come, 
follow Me" - and we will. Walking in His footsteps will lead to joy, happiness 
and peace. It will also lead to the sacrifice of our life - our time, talent and 
treasure. 

 
We cannot look at the cross of the Christ, see our own sins crucifying 

the Savior; hear Him say - "Thy sins be forgiven" - without crying out, "The 
love of Christ constrains me." We cannot help but fall at His feet in 
surrender "All that I am I give to you. All that you have given me, I give 
back to you this day." 

 
 

Father, help me to walk in love as You did long ago. 



 

Sunday, August 2, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 

XI. Feet That Follow 

Matthew 4:19 and Matthew 16:24-26 
On a tombstone some years ago the following was written 

the following:  
Remember man, who passes by, As you are now, so 

once was I. As I am now, so must you be. Prepare 
yourself to follow me. 

Beneath the epitaph, some one had scribbled: 
To follow you, I'm not content, Until I 
learn which way you went. 

We may smile at the humor in this, but the truth is that we do need to 
know who we are following and where he is leading us. 

 
Jesus said, "Follow me!" (Matthew 4:19) In two words He gave a 

simple description of the Christian life and an explanation of what it 
involves. Jesus enlarged on this when He said, "If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." (Matthew 
16: 24) 

 
First, He says we must "deny self." This is no trivial " self denial" as 

we usually think of it. It is to say "no" to self, and "yes" to God as sovereign 
of one's life. It is to take "self" off the throne and make Christ Lord of all of 
your life. It is the first step as a steward. 

 
Next Jesus says one must "take up His cross" to "follow" Him. This is 

to completely identify our self with Christ and His life. Our "cross" is to live 
a life of sacrifice. As a steward we will not simply say, "I give myself"; we 
take action, "take up the cross"; "Follow Him"; "be about His business." 

 
With these two issues settled we are ready to "follow" Christ. To follow 

Christ is to do what Jesus would do. 

1. We must Witness! 

He said, "Follow me and I will make you fishers of men." (Matthew 
4:19ff) He said, "Let your light so shine before men that they see 
your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven." (Matthew 5:16) 

2. We must love! 

We who follow must love as He loved. Jesus said, "A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I have loved 
you." This is evidence to the world of our salvation for Jesus said, "By 
this shall all men know that ye are my disciples." (John 13:34-35) 
 
Paul said that we prove our love for Him by our giving (II Corinthians 
8:8, 24; 9:13). Can we truly say we love Christ and not give offerings to 
meet the needs of His church? Can we claim to love the one who gave 
Himself in love for us, and not give as He gave? 

3. We must surrender unconditionally! 

Someone has said that there are only three responses to unconditional 
surrender to Christ. 

1.)      No, I'll not put you first in my life (Denial) 
2.)     Maybe, I'll put you first if... (Conditional) 
3.)     Yes, I'll put you first regardless. (Unconditional) 

What is your response? 

4. We must sacrifice! 



 

His entire life was one of giving and sacrifice! Jesus said, "For even the 
Son of man came not to be ministered to, but to minister, and to give His 
life a ransom for many." (Mark 10:45) 
 
Jesus said that if we would follow Him, we must deny self and take up 
our cross. We cannot hold onto the cross and the world's goods at the 
same time. 
 
We who "follow" Him must give and sacrifice our time, our talents, and 
our treasure. Jesus said, "Freely you have received, freely give." 
(Matthew 10:8) 
 
In a few days we'll have the privilege of making a sacrificial commitment 
through our Rooted In Him program. Let's remember the words of the 
one we follow - "It is more blessed to give than to receive." (Acts 20:35) 

 

Lord, help me to walk in the path of sacrifice and service. 
Enable me to bring praise to Your name. 

 

Monday, August 3, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 
XII. Knees That Kneel 

 Part I 
 

The boat was sinking. The captain called out, "Does anyone here 
know how to pray?" One passenger replied, "I do." The captain said, 
"Okay. You pray while the rest of us put on life jackets. We're short one." 
 
We smile at the stories told about prayer. I suspect most of us have heard 
a number of them and maybe even told a few. For example: In a church 
in Kentucky a loud, verbal child was being carried out under his irate 
father's arm. Just as they got to the door the child had one last thing to say 
- "Y'all pray for me now!" 

 
Of course you have heard of the staff member who walked into a 

crowded Bible Study classroom. He looked around and saw only one 
empty seat. He said to the woman sitting next to it, "Is this chair saved?" 
The woman looked up from her Bible and said with a gleam in her eye, 
"Not yet, but we're all praying for it." 

 
Seriously, prayer is the lifeline of any church. It is impossible to do the 

Lord's work in the Lord's way without the Lord's power and that comes 
through prayer. 

 
The story is told of a tourist in New York who was taken to see Niagara 

Falls. They stood at the base of the falls and watched millions of tons of 
water cascading onto the rocks below. "That," said the man, "is the 
greatest untapped source of power in the world." "No," his friend 
answered. "That's impressive, but the greatest untapped source of power 
in the world is the power of prayer through God's Holy Spirit." 

 
By being Rooted In Him we need this power of prayer and so do you 

as a Christian. Someone has said, "The quickest way to get a church on 
its feet is to get its members on their knees." The absence of prayer will 
lead to failure. The presence of prayer means victory. It is really that 
important! 

 
If we would learn to pray, let us learn from the Master - Jesus Himself. 

How did He pray? When did He pray? Where did He pray? 

When we look at His life as revealed in the scripture we find that: 

o He prayed at all hours of the day and night. 

o He prayed in the great crisis of His life. 



 

o He prayed (alone) for others and with others. 

While He was praying miracles happened. 

He prayed in complete surrender. 

"Not my will, but thine be done." (Luke 22:42) 

He not only set the example, He taught us to pray, He challenged us to 
pray: "we ought always to pray and not to faint". 
 
Now if our Lord practiced prayer, taught us to pray and challenged us to 
pray it certainly should be the number one priority of our lives. 

We could begin with this prayer: 
 

"O Lord by -whom we come to God, 
 The Life, the Truth, the Way: 

 The path of prayer Thyself hath trod; 
 Lord, teach us how to pray." 

 
As you conclude this devotion on prayer I have a request to make. 
Remember in Exodus 25:1, God speaks to Moses concerning raising 
money to build the tabernacle. God said to receive an offering from His 
people who had "willing hearts." This is what we want to happen in our 
church. We want our people to have "willing hearts" and then to do as God 
leads. 

Now my request - Pray that God would give you a "willing heart." 
 

Lord, give me a willing heart, a heart that is set on You, 

And willing and committed to do Your will. 



 

 

Tuesday, August 4, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 
XII. Knees That Kneel  

Part II 

THE EXHORTATION OF THE SCRIPTURE 
 
The Bible is full of exhortation and commands to pray. Paul said, "/ 
exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men". I 
Timothy 2:1 
 
In Philippians 4:6 we read, "... in everything, by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 
to God." 
 
In fact, we see that failure to pray is called a sin in the Bible. I Samuel 
12:23 says, "God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in 
ceasing to pray for you." (Over twenty times in the New Testament 
we are commanded to "ask God".) 
 
We simply cannot do the work of God without the power of God and 
prayer is our source of power. 
 
When we pray, God works. Lives can be changed; families can be 
united; children can be reclaimed when we pray. Our church can 
experience renewal, a new unity can be achieved, a spirit of cooperation 
and sacrifice can be a reality. Yes, miracles can and will happen when 
we pray. 
 
Dr. L. R. Scarborough was an educator and preacher from another era. 
One Sunday he preached on Jonah and the big fish. On the way home, 
his 5-year-old daughter asked, "Daddy, do you really believe that a man 
could be swallowed by a big fish and come out alive 3 days later?" "Well, 
honey, God can do anything." And she said, "Oh, if you are going to bring 
God into it that's different." 
 
Prayer brings God into it. Prayer is a two-way conversation. We talk with 
God and God talks with us. For example: 
 
 Moses talked to God and God talked to Moses about building the 

tabernacle. 
 David talked to God and God talked to David about building the 

temple. 
 Nehemiah talked to God and God talked to Nehemiah about re-

building the walls around Jerusalem. 
 Ezra talked to God and God talked to Ezra about his house of 

worship. 
 Paul talked to God and God talked to Paul about a world mission. 
 You talk to God and God talks to you about your part of His will and 

purpose for your church. 
 

Prayer is discovering God's purpose and plans for heaven and earth and 
that everything be done according to His "will." The purpose then of prayer 
is to bring everything in harmony with His "will." The end result is that we 
"will" what God would "will" and then we do what God would do or wants 
to do through us. 
 
We then may discover that His "will" is so demanding and we feel so 
inadequate. God, at this point, speaks again saying as He did to Paul, "My 
grace is sufficient." Through prayer He provides the power to do His will. 
 
We learn through prayer that God never makes a request or a demand 
without making promises to accomplish it through us. Even Jesus said, "I 
can do nothing of myself." Neither could we. With God's plan there is 
provided a power. With God's "will", He provides a way! 



 

 
Now that you have prayed to know God's "will" and God has given you a 
"willing heart" as you prayed yesterday, I have another request. Pray this 
simple prayer: 

“Lord you answered my prayer for a “willing heart” and I thank you 
for that.  

Now Father reveal to me what you want to accomplish through me. 
My heart is willing and I am listening! In Jesus name, Amen!” 

 

 

 



 

Wednesday, August 5, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 
XII. Knees That Kneel 

 Part III 
 

THE EXPLANATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

By now maybe you're thinking, sure I believe that prayer is power and 
that marvelous things happen as a result of prayer. I have heard of 
miraculous things happening in other churches and lives. I believe that 
God is able to answer any prayer. If all of this is possible why have we 
not seen it in our lives and our church? The answer is simple. James 
tells us, "...you have not, because you ask not." (James 4:2) 
 
But our church prays. We have Prayer Teams, Prayer Groups, Prayer 
Warriors. Yes, but do you pray? Oh, I'm too busy to pray - then you are 
too busy. Prayer is so important, you need to make time! You don't have 
to pray for hours - just pray. Someone said, "longing in prayer and long 
prayers are not necessarily synonymous." 
 
"I don't know how to pray." How did you learn to walk or ride a bicycle? 
You learn to pray by praying. You have little trouble talking to a friend. 
You can simply talk to your greatest friend - Jesus. 
 
"I don't know what to pray for." A young child asked her parents, "Is it 
OK to pray if you don't want something?" Yes, and it's a good time to do 
so. Another youngster had "said his prayer" when his sister asked what 
he asked for. He said, "Nothing, I was just loving Jesus!" 

These are pretty good ideas and a great place to start: 

 Pray a prayer of Thanksgiving and Praise. Think of all the 
wonderful things God has done in your life, your family, your 
church! 

 Psalm 100:4 says, "Enter in His gates with thanksgiving and into 

His courts with praise. Be thankful unto Him and bless His 

name." 

 You can pray for forgiveness. 

"If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear 

me..." (Psalm 66:18) 
 
"If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." (I John 1:9) 

 You can pray for others. A selfish prayer will not be answered. 
For example, the man who prayed: 

"God bless me and my wife       Our son, John, 
and his wife       Us four and no more.   
    Amen!" 

 You can pray for wisdom. James says, "If any man lacks 
wisdom let him ask of God..." (James 1:5) 

 You can pray for your church. The task before FBC is so great 
that it can only be accomplished with God's help and God will 
help through you. 



 

 You can pray for your fellow members. The other members are 
seeking to know God’s will just as you are. Pray that they too 
may have “willing hearts” 

 You can pray for our program and what God would allow you to 
sacrifice for His glory, your Stepping Forward in Faith, and the 
growth of the Kingdom. 

 
There is no end. The important thing is that you pray and be receptive 
to His guidance. Accept His answers. He knows best. 
 
I have one other request. You have prayed that God would give you a 
"willing heart" and He has. You prayed to know what God wants to do 
through you. 
 
Now pray that your willing heart will have the faith in Him and love for 
His church to do what He has revealed! 

 

 

Remember - you can do more than pray - after you pray. But you 
cannot do more than pray - until you pray. 

 

Lord I believe, help my unbelief. I have faith that you are my 
Savior for eternity, help me have faith in your provision for now 

and for my church through me. 



 

Thursday, August 6, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 

XIII. A Spirit That Serves 

Cor in th ians  5 :14  

 

You may not know it, but at Texas A&M the entire student body stands 
throughout their entire home football games. It is a great tradition and an 
impressive sight. 

It all began in 1922 when the Aggies were headed for the conference 
championship. They were playing in Dallas and had several players taken 
out of the game with injuries. During half-time the coach wasn't sure he 
would have eleven healthy players to put on the field. Looking up in the 
stands he motioned for King Gill (a basketball player) to come down to the 
field. 

There were no locker rooms, so he put a jersey on him right there. 
King Gill stood there throughout the second half as the 12th man, so that 
if they didn't have 11 men to put on the field, he would be ready to play. 
He stood there for the entire second half, saying, "Coach, if you need me, 
I'm ready to play." Ever since then, the students at Texas A&M have stood 
and cheered through the entire game. It is their way of saying, "Coach, if 
you need me, I'm ready to play." 

This custom is a moving testimony to the spirit of the Aggies and their 
love for the school's tradition. In our church however, we need more than 
having members to stand. We need willingness and involvement. We 
believe that the Holy Spirit is calling all of us to serve and sacrifice - to be 
ministers in the New Testament sense. 

Remember the Lord's question through David, "Who is willing to 
consecrate his service this day unto the Lord?" (I Chronicles 29:5) That's 
the question God is asking us today. Our answer must be the same as the 
children of Israel - they took action; they came forward; they gave; they 
sacrificed; they served. 

We need more than a handful of players on the field while others stand 
and cheer. We need for every member to be willing to serve - to be 
involved personally. We need sacrifice by every one of us! 

We need the "spirit" that says, "Lord, I'm ready to give and to serve 
when you need me and wherever you need me." And then DO IT! This is 
our privilege as Christians. 

When God places His hand on us, which He does on every follower, 
there are two common reactions: 

One is that we are unable and unworthy. We don't have the talents 
and abilities to meet the demands. We are unworthy. Our lives do not 
measure up to the demands. Like Isaiah we feel that we are sinful and 
not worthy. True - unworthy, but chosen. 
 
The second common reaction is to resist His calling to be His servants. 
Yes, servants! The King James translation uses the term "ministry" 
and "ministers". In today's world this has become a technical term for 
the professionals. Actually it means "servant". 

• A lot of men react by saying, "Here am I Lord, send my wife." 
• Still others say, "I love my Savior. There is nothing I wouldn't do 

for Him." And that is exactly what they do - nothing! 
• On the other hand some paraphrase the hymn: 

"I'll go where you want me to go, dear Lord, I'll 
say what you want me to say, But, I'm busy 
right now for myself, dear Lord, I'll help you 
some other day." 

 
With all of our limitations and excuses we still hear His call and we are 

responsible to Him for doing His will. He counts on you and others like you 
to fulfill His mission here where you live. 



 

We may not serve Him as Paul did - as a missionary and preacher - 
but we can serve as a dedicated lay person. 

We can serve our Savior by our: 

• Walk • Witness • Words 

• Work • Worship • Worth 

If you saw the CBS-TV movie, "The Christmas Without Snow," you 
may remember the scene where a soprano walked out of choir practice 
because she didn't get a solo part in the Messiah. As she left, she threw 
her music at the director and screamed to the choir, "You're all a bunch of 
amateurs; I'm a professional."The director then said to the choir: "I agree 
with her. All of you are amateurs. But the word amateur comes from the 
Latin amare, meaning "to love." 

He explained that an amateur is one who does something for the love 
of it, not for pay or for prestige or for recognition. 

This is our motive - love. As the Bible Says: "The love of Christ 
compels us." (II Corinthians 5:14) Or as one translation put it, "The love of 
Christ leaves me no other choice." His love leaves us no choice but to 
serve Him with all our heart because we love Him. 

The question: We shall be judged not only by what we have done, but 
by what we could have done! Where is the fruit of your love? 

 

Lord, I love you and want to serve you with a spirit of total commitment. 
Lord, that includes whatever you want to do through me during Stewardship 

Enrichment for our church, because I love you. 



 

Friday, August 7, 2020 

THE ANATOMY OF A CHRISTIAN STEWARD 

XIV. A Life That Loves 

Mark 12:30 
 
Toward the end of W.C. Fields' life - in fact, as he lay on his deathbed 

- a friend stopped by to see him and was rather surprised to find him 
reading the Bible. As you probably know; W.C. Fields was a lot like the 
rascally, drunken character he often portrayed. The friend asked, "Why in 
the world are you reading the Bible?" Are you looking for answers?" W.C. 
Fields said, "No. I'm looking for loopholes." 

 
When we read the words of Jesus, we sometimes catch ourselves 

looking for loopholes. He made some hard statements. For example, when 
asked about the greatest commandment He replied: "You shall love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, 
and with all thy strength"(Mark 12:30). This leaves no loopholes. 

 
Jesus used one word in Luke 6:38 to describe how we are to live up 

to the beatitudes. He said, "GIVE." No loopholes. 
 
One of the most difficult words for us to follow is His command, "Love 

one another, as I have loved you" (John 13:34). If He had just said, "Love 
one another," we could try to water it down. But the clause "as I have loved 
you" makes absolutely clear what Jesus meant. He then said, "All men will 
know that you are my disciples if you love one another." 

 
How can God demand and expect such love from us? The answer is 

simple - Because He first loved us. 
 
I heard about a young girl whose mother was reading the third chapter 
of John to her. Pausing after verse 16, the mother exclaimed, "Don't 
you think that verse is amazing?" The child thought and then said, 
"No." The mother thought the youngster must have misunderstood, so 
she repeated the question. But again the girl shook her head, saying, 
"No. It would be amazing if it were anyone else, Mother. But it's really 
just like God!" 
 
It is His nature, because "God is love." He has demonstrated it in so 

many ways. He gave His Son! He forgave our sins! He provides for our 
needs. He gave us His church. He gave us hope for eternity. 

 
As Annie Johnson Flint has written: 

His love has no limit; His grace has no 
measure; His pow'r has no boundaries known 
unto men. For out of His infinite riches in 
Jesus, He giveth, and giveth, and giveth 
again! 
 

In writing to the church at Corinth, the apostle 
Paul repeatedly said that our giving was proof of our 
love (II Corinthians 8,9). It was as if he is saying to us 
today: 

Do you love God? Let your giving prove it. 
Do you love your church? Let your giving prove it. 
Do you love the fellowship? Let your giving prove it. 
Do you love the lost? Let your giving prove it. 
Do you love the hungry and hurting? Let your giving prove it. 

Let me share with you the struggle one Christian went through in 
coming to the point of complete surrender that love demands. Her name 
is Mary Crowley, the founder of Home Interiors and Gifts, Inc. She started 
her company as a small door-to-door business and built it into a billion 
dollar business. In her book, Think Mink, she shares her testimony. At the 
time she wrote this she was a financially strapped single parent struggling 
with her church commitment. 



 

"There was just no way that I could tithe. Sitting at the kitchen 
table after the children were asleep, I figured up the stack of bills, 
my budget for groceries, rent and housekeeper expenses, the 
bus fare for going to work and to church on Sundays and 
Wednesdays. If I added 10 percent of my salary to the debit side 
of my budget, there would be nothing at all left in the 
miscellaneous column - no money for Christmas presents, books 
for the kids, or the dentist. Oh, why did children have to have 
cavities? 'Lord, You see how it is,' I prayed. I want to tithe, but I 
don't have enough to take care of the kids as it is.' The answer, 
as answers to prayer often are, was not what I expected. 'Well, 
Mary,' it seemed God was saying to me, 'it looks as though you're 
not doing such a hot job of providing for the kids by yourself. Why 
don't you give me a chance?' Why not? But I was no dummy in 
mathematics. I had made good grades in my night accounting 
class. I knew exactly how much money was in my paycheck from 
the insurance company where I processed premiums and claims 
all day. I had memorized fixed expenses. There were always 
unexpected things such as dentist bills coming along, too. 'Lord, 
You know I haven't enough,' I argued. 'Don't you trust Me, Mary?' 
God asked. 'Well, yes, but ...'I was literally pacing the floor that 
night wrestling with an angel. By the time I signed my name on 
the pledge card for exactly 10 percent of my salary, the clock 
had already struck midnight and I was exhausted. But somehow 
it was a great relief. I didn't know how God was going to do more 
with nine-tenths of my salary than I could do with ten-tenths, but 
somehow I felt He was going to do it." 

She proceeds to tell how God "did it" and how He continued to bless until 
her name was known worldwide. Her love for her Lord and her faithful 
giving to her church and His causes are legendary. 

 
Love always finds a way to give, for love is not love until it gives. John 

Oxenham so graphically depicts love with this poem: 
Love ever gives — Forgives – Outlives 

And never stands with open hands. 
And while it lives, it gives, 

For this is Love's prerogative 
— To give — and give — and give. 

The question: Do you love Jesus? 

 

It is my prerogative and privilege and I will give because I love my Lord. 



 

Saturday, August 8, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP 
 
Frequently I am asked, why do churches have such a difficult time 

filling leadership positions, committee personnel, teaching opportunities, 
etc. Why are there always money problems in the church? (Actually 
churches do not have money problems. They have spiritual problems). 
Consider the following. 

Stewardship Pre-supposes Sonship 
 
The scripture has relatively little to say about raising money, but much 

to say about using money. It is clearly taught and/or basically assumed 
that one who is a Christian is by nature a steward of everything that he is 
or that he possesses. 

 
He has been redeemed by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. He has 

received a new life. He is indwelt by the Spirit of God and is empowered 
by His presence. He is a steward whether he wants to be or not. 

 
My father used to say, "Son, you can't pick up one end of a stick 

without picking up the other end." He simply meant that every choice has 
consequences. When one chooses Christ as Savior, he also chooses to 
be a faithful steward, and to hear the Master say, "Well done, good and 
faithful steward," or be an unfaithful steward and hear him say, "Depart 
from me, I never knew you." 

 
I'm convinced that the reason many people have a problem with 

stewardship is that they are Christians, but are not committed to Christ. 
They accepted Christ as Saviour, but not as Lord. They have never 
responded to the claim Christ has on their lives - their time, talent, and 
treasure. They ignore the Scriptural teachings concerning a Christian's life 
and presenting their lives a living sacrifice to Jesus Christ. 

 
When it comes to giving they are like the little boy whose mother had 

given him two nickels. One was for church and the other for candy. When 
he got out of the car at church, he dropped one of the coins and it rolled in 
the drain. He looked down the grate and said, "Goodbye church nickel." 

 

In such a life there is no place for Christ and certainly no place for the 

church. There is 

no recognition that a Christian's life is to be lived in a stewardship 

relationship to Christ. 

* * * * *  
There is another group. These study the Bible, attend the seminars, 

and never miss a lecture series. They listen to every tape that comes their 
way and read all the new books on spiritual living. They lift their hands in 
prayer and their voices in praise. The problem is that is all they do. This is 
inadequate! They forget that "faith without works is dead." 

 

They are like Wahlstrom's wonder: 
 
A mechanically minded man named Wahlstrom loved to tinker with 
gadgets. He would attend army surplus sales and come home 
carrying boxes filled with cogwheels, bells and lights. He converted 
one room in his home into a mechanical marvel. Press a button and 
small, intricate wheels rotated. Their gears meshed with other 
wheels until all around the room wheels would be whirring. As the 
last wheel turned, a light flicked on. Gradually, other lights flashed 



 

on and off like one gigantic Christmas tree. As the lights beamed 
brighter, a bell began to ring. Then other bells chimed in until the 
entire room became a huge carnival of whirring wheels, flashing 
lights and ringing bells. 
 
One day a visitor said to Wahlstrom, "What does your contraption 
DO? What's the sense of it?" To which Wahlstrom replied, "Well, 
when you press the button, wheels turn, lights flash, and bells 
clang." "Yes, I can see that," replied the visitor. "But what does your 
fascinating invention do?" Wahlstrom could only reply, "Well, when 
you press the button, wheels turn, lights flash and bells clang." 
 
Actually, there was nothing more to be said about the contraption. 
It had no other purpose that to whirl and flash and clang. 
 
It makes a lot of noise and show but accomplishes nothing. No 
money is given. No work is done. No need is met. No ministry is 
performed. Nothing but noise! 

 
Suppose as a father, I am going to be away for the day, and I leave a 

note for my son. I tell him to mow the yard, edge the drive, weed the 
hedges, sweep the driveway and bag the cuttings. When I return at the 
end of the day I find him reading and rereading my letter. He is 
diagramming the sentences, defining the words, and analyzing their 
meaning. He even sings songs to me and tells me how much he loves me. 

 
What should I say? One phrase should cover it. "Son, prove your love 

by doing my work!" Sonship demands service. Valid Christianity results in 
sacrificial living. Paul expressed it this way - your giving is a proof of your 
love." (II Corinthians 8:24) It includes time, talent, touch, thought, treasure 
and testimony. Valid Sonship means valuable stewardship. 

 
In other words, Sonship presupposes stewardship, and we prove our 

Christianity and our love for Him by what we give of ourselves. Paul said 
that our giving of self and substance "proves our love! (II Corinthians 8:8). 

 
 

Lord, my prayer is that I may be about 

my Father’s business and prove my love by doing so. 



 

Sunday, August 9, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP 

Stewardship Recognizes Ownership 

I Corinthians 6:19-20 
 

Someone was asked for the simplest definition of stewardship he 
knew. He immediately replied: HE OWNS IT ALL! Once we recognize this, 
most of our stewardship problems will be solved. 

 

Listen to what the Bible says: 
 
"In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth" ... and "God 
created man in His own image." (Genesis 1:1, 1:27) 
 
"The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein." (Psalms 24:1) 

"For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a 

thousand hills." (Psalms 50:10) "Your silver and your gold is mine." 

(I Kings 20:3) 

This is clear. Everything is God's by nature of creation and He has not 
surrendered the title of ownership to anyone at anytime. 

 
It is also true that ownership is His by our surrender to Him when we 

met Him. We know as the Bible teaches - "You are not your own. You are 
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit 
which are God's. (I Corinthians 6:19-20) We are "not redeemed 
with...silver and gold...but with the precious blood of Christ" (I Peter 1:18-
19). 

 
This sacrificial love of Christ for us is the motivating force that causes 

the Christian to surrender himself completely to the Savior. He becomes 
like the Macedonians who "first gave themselves to the Lord." (II 
Corinthians 8:5) 

 
How many times have you seen a business with a large sign that says, 

"Under New Management." They are saying that the business is under 
new ownership. They are implying that things are different. Changes have 
been made. 

 
This is certainly true in the Christian life. When it comes to obedience, 

the Christian must obey his Lord's command and follow His leadership. 
You give up control to Him. 

 
An aviation cadet, stricken with blindness while on a practice solo 

flight, radioed the control tower of his critical situation. This message came 
back: "Follow my instructions implicitly." The control officer then kept the 
blinded cadet circling the landing field until it was completely cleared and 
an ambulance and other emergency equipment were waiting. Finally he 
radioed detailed directions. By following each order as it was given, the 
cadet was able to make a perfect landing without injury to himself or to his 
plane or anyone on the ground. 

 
God is in the control tower of our lives. Unquestioned obedience to 

him is essential if we are to avoid many evils, errors, and even disaster. 
 

"Trust and obey, for there's no other way, to be happy in Jesus, but 

to trust and obey." 



 

 
This life requires faithfulness. The New Testament says, "It is required 

in stewards, that a man be found faithful." (I Corinthians 4:2) Jesus taught 
this in His parables. He concluded his teaching by commending the 
obedient ones - "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things." (Matthew 
25:21 ff) 

 
Our faithfulness is measured by the use of our time, talent, touch, 

thoughts, treasure and testimony. This means everything when we realize 
we shall also give an account of our stewardship. 

 
This is most obvious when seen in the stewardship of our 

possessions. The Bible is clear. We all know this and yet we look for ways 
to avoid or evade responsibility. 

 

Like Ogden Nash we say: "Why did God give us agility. If not to 

escape responsibility." 
 
We forget (or try to forget) that all we have is His. He owns it all. We 

struggle with how much of "my money" should I give when we should be 
saying how much of "God's money" should I keep. It is all His! 

 

This story from the past has a searching message for today's 

Christian. 
 
Many years ago a man had the highly responsible position of caring 

for a lighthouse on a rugged coast. Each month he received a new supply 
of oil to keep the beacon shining to warn ships of their danger. 

 
Visitors often called on the keeper. A woman from the nearby village 

came to him and pleaded for a bottle of oil to use in the stove to keep her 
children warm. A father asked for a little oil that his son might have fuel for 
the lamp by which he studied his lessons. Other visitors came and begged 
oil for various purposes, all of which seemed reasonable enough. The 
keeper gave a jar here and a bottle there of the precious oil until toward 
the end of the month he noticed that the supply tank was nearly empty. 

 
One night the light of the beacon went out, because there was no more 

oil. It was a stormy night and that evening three ships crashed upon the 
rocky coast. 

 
The Keeper was apologetic but the reply of the officials was firm, "You 

were given one task: you were stewards of the light! The tragedy is your 
fault." 

 

And Jesus said, "Give an account of your stewardship." 

 

Lord, I want to handle my life and everything in it as a steward. 
You own all and all of me. Help me to be a "well done" kind of steward. 



 

Monday, August 10, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP 

Stewardship Involves Partnership 

I Corinthians 3:9 
 
We have all heard about the flea who hitched a ride on the elephant. 

When they crossed a bridge the flea said, "We really shook that bridge 
didn't we?" 

 
When the Bible says, "We are fellow laborers with God" it is not saying 

we are equal in our impact but that we are necessary for God's work in 
this world. He has chosen to allow us to help accomplish His purpose. 

 
What a privilege this is! What an honor! A relationship with Royalty! 

The Lord God who created and sustains this universe is ready to join 
hands with us to do His work today. We enter into a partnership 
relationship with the Christ who loves us and gave himself for us. This is 
our stewardship responsibility. You know the poem that begins: "He has 
no hands but our hands to do His work today." What a responsibility!! 

 
Oh but the problem comes when we fail in our part. Remember this 

parable of Jesus. The father tells the first son to work in the vineyard. The 
son says, "Yes, I'll go" but he never goes. To the second son He says, "Go 
work in my vineyard." This son says, "No I won't work" but later he changed 
his mind and worked in the vineyard. Jesus asked the question, "Which 
one did the will of the father?" The one who worked! 

 
Jesus is saying that uselessness, the failure to serve, is a sin. We 

make mistakes but even the worst of mistakes can be rectified. We may 
fall into serious sin but God is merciful and will forgive. If however, we do 
nothing, achieve nothing, are good for nothing then His work goes undone 
and we stand condemned. 

 
The real enemies of the church are not those "outsiders" who do evil 

but those "insiders" who fail to do good. The priest and Levites in His 
parable of The Good Samaritan were not condemned for abusing the man 
but for failing to help. This was their condemnation. 

 
In the parable of the talents the same truth is obvious. The one talent 

man was cast into outer darkness not for abuse of his talent, but that he 
made no use of it. 

 
We face the same accountability in our service or lack of it. We should 

have given sacrificially but didn't. We would have served but didn't. We 
often are like the "barren fig tree" (Mark 11:13,14) Jesus spoke of. It was 
all leaves, but no fruit. It offered great promise, but no performance. It was 
all show and no go. 

 
In our sacrificial giving we are in partnership with Christ. We give and 

He blesses us and uses the gift for His glory and the enrichment of His 
church. 

 
When Charles Fuller was pastor of First Baptist Church in Roanoke, 

Virginia he wrote this article, which speaks to us during our Rooted In Him 
program. 

 
There is a sizable addition to the First Baptist Church in 
Roanoke, Virginia, which had its financial beginnings with a 
five-dollar gift and an attached note written by a seven-year-
old boy who had earned the money helping a friend on a paper 
route. The note and gift were placed on the pastor's desk.  
 

The message in the note was simple. It read, "For building."  
 
The meticulous grammarian would insist that the lad omitted 
an article, "the," but perhaps the statement was more accurate 



 

without the article. The lad was for building...for building a 
plant...for building a ministry...for building a fellowship...for 
building a people... 
 
When the congregation was challenged by that seven-year-
old's spirit of giving, it developed a new countenance on the 
face of its stewardship. As a result there is a building 
today...fully paid for...being used to minister in the name of 
Christ...and there is another building already under 
construction. 

 
This is being in partnership with God. This is being His fellow laborers. 
This is stewardship, which results in our growth and His glory. 
 
Someone once said, "I would have been proud to have picked up the 
brush that fell from the hand of Michelangelo, to have carried the pen and 
ink of Milton, to have held the telescope for Columbus, to have run errands 
for Shakespeare, or to have pumped the bellows of the organ as Handel 
played his majestic music. Oh to have been a part of those great men." 
 
But wait how much more wonderful to do the same for Christ today. How 
exciting to be His partners - to be His hands to do His work, to be His 
voice, to tell His story, to be His heart to give and sacrifice for His glory. 

 
 

Lord, thank you for allowing me to be your partner. He1p me to be neither a silent 
nor a passive partner, but an active worker - a positive part of this team. 



 

 

Tuesday, August 11, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP 

Stewardship Acknowledges Lordship 

Philippians 2:10-11 
 
The heart of Stewardship for the Christian is the declaration that Jesus 

Christ is Lord of one's life. It begins with salvation - "Believe on Jesus 
Christ as Lord and thou shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31). It ends on a human 
level at death. In between these two points in time, we are His stewards 
based on His Lordship. This is not an option for the Christian either now 
nor in eternity. 

Evidently there were some, as there are today, who called Jesus 
Christ Lord but did not obey Him nor act as though He was Lord. To these 
Jesus asked, "Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I 
say?" (Luke 6:46) Jesus was saying that to use the word and not do the 
work is wrong. 

1. It is incorrect - The term Lord means "sovereign ruler", "master", 
"supreme authority", etc. Not to obey His commands is to misuse 
the term. 

2. It is insufficient - Simply saying, "Jesus is my Lord" is not adequate. 
The Bible says, "Faith without works is dead." The test of Lordship 
is that one does the will of the Lord for His life. 

3. It is inconsistent - To acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord is to 
obey Him in everyway. It means one's life is one of love and loyalty, 
service and sacrifice. Anything less is inconsistent with the term and 
with the Christ. It is hypocritical! 

4. It is insecure - Jesus said, not everyone that saith unto me Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 7:21) "I will 
say to them, I never knew you, depart from me." Many have a false 
sense of security because they use the term "Lord" so freely, yet do 
not do the things He demands. The judgment is final. 

 
On the other hand those who say Jesus Christ is Lord and obey His 

commands to live and love, to give and to sacrifice, are secure and joyous 
for their life is "in Christ Jesus." This solves so much and gives guidance 
to everything when Jesus Christ is Lord of my life. One seeks to know 
God's will, and then does it. To use an old idea and a current question: 
"What Would Jesus Do?" determines the attitude and action. 

 
Now what are the implications for us today as we think of our 

stewardship based on the Lordship of Christ. 
1. It means that we determine God's will for our lives. Through 

prayer, Bible study, the witness of our fellow Christians and 
leading of the Holy Spirit. 

2. It certainly involves the giving of time, talent, and treasure "as He 
has prospered you." (I Corinthians 16:2) 

3. It does demand sacrifice. One cannot "follow" Christ without 
sacrificial living. The Bible says that we are to present ourselves 
as "living sacrifices." 

 
Soon we shall have the opportunity of demonstrating that Jesus Christ 

is Lord of our lives as we receive and willingly return our commitment 
cards. 



 
 
Our sacrificial commitment whether it be a thousand dollars or several 

hundred thousand dollars will indicate whether or not Jesus Christ is really 
Lord of our lives. The amount is not determined by how much someone 
else gives but again "as He has prospered you." 

Here are some modern day examples of sacrifice. These are actual 
people just like you who faced the same decision you are facing. They had 
the same fears that you have, but they had a faith far greater than their 
fear. 

♦ Here is a young single mother of two children. She struggled to make 
ends meet, but she loved her Lord and her church. She couldn't think 
of anything she could do beyond her regular tithe. She testified that 
as she prayed the Lord seemed to be saying, "You can give a 
second tithe for these three years. Trust me!" 

On Commitment Sunday she made this her commitment. Some time 
later she shared with her pastor that a month later her supervisor 
called her into his office and said she was being promoted with a 
salary that was fifty percent more than she had been making. 

♦ Here is a couple who had been setting aside in savings a thousand 
dollars a month. This was to supplement their regular retirement 
program. At the time this special savings had grown to over a 
hundred thousand dollars. They decided that they would make this 
their sacrificial commitment saying, "We have years to add to our 
retirement and our church needs this now. To us this is a sacrifice 
and we gladly make it for our God." 

As the writer of Hebrews says, "Time would fail me to tell of" 
countless others who by faith stepped forward to do God's will. This 
you can do also! "As God has prospered you." 
 
 

Lord, you are my Lord and I want to be and do all the things that show you 
that I am a good manager of all you have placed in my care. 



 

Wednesday, August 12, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP MANUAL 

The Bible Is Our Map 

2 Timothy 2:15 
 

Part I 
 
 
A young boy came home from Bible School and immediately went to 

his room and began to sing. His mother went to see what was happening. 
She found him standing on his Bible singing. "Why are you standing on 
your Bible?" I learned it in Bible School today, he answered. You know 
momma. We sang: 

 
The B-l-B-L-E — yes that's the book for me. 
 I stand alone on the word of God 
 The B-l-B-L-E — BIBLE! 
 
He may have missed the figurative meaning, but he had the right idea. 

The Bible is the book we stand on. It is the map for the Christian's journey 
from cradle to grave. 

 

It is God's inspired word to us. 
 
The path before us all is an unknown one. It may be confusing and 

difficult - even dangerous - at times. Before us may be potholes and debris, 
which could result in injury or even death. It could be like an unmarked 
highway with detours. It is all so confusing. Which way shall I go? What 
road shall I take? 

 
Since God loves us so much He has given us the Bible, an 

authoritative map to direct us on our Christian pilgrimage. It is of no value 
to us, however, unless we know its contents. 

 
Every year the Bible is the best seller on the market. That is not a bad 

record for a book that is over 2000 years old. 
 
But it makes no difference how many Bibles are sold, if they are not 

read and believed and followed. It is sad that the Bible may be the best 
sold and the least read and understood book in the world. 
 

For example: 
 
A man attended an auction and heard the auctioneer ask: "What am I 

offered for this beautiful bust of John Milton?" A man in the crowd called 
out, "That's not Milton. It's Shakespeare." To which the auctioneer replied: 
"Well folks, that's one on me. Shows how little I know about the Bible." 

 
I think this is the reason God challenges us to "Study to show yourself 

approved unto God a workman that needs not to be ashamed." (II Timothy 
2:15) Notice we are to study the word of God. We are to approach it with 
a hunger to know God's message for our lives and with an eagerness to 
obey His commands. 

 
The verse says we are to show ourselves "approved unto God." The 

word translated "approved" means to be tested and to meet the standard 
of the one testing. In practical terms it means you have read God's word, 
obeyed His commands, followed His directions and He has placed His 
stamp of approval on your life. 

 



 

You may not have the "Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval," but 
you can have God's. Remember, "If you please God it doesn't matter who 
else you displease and if you displease God it doesn't matter who else you 
please." 

 
My wife was a tremendous Christian and a devout Bible scholar with 

graduate degrees. The Bible was the map for her life! 
 
In her later years she had Alzheimer's with all its problems. She was 

unable to remember names, faces, and places. I discovered an amazing 
thing however. 

 
The Alzheimer unit where she was being cared for had Bible study 

sessions, which she attended regularly. When asked a question she would 
quote the Scripture verses and interpret them fluently. I asked her on one 
occasion - "You tell me you can't remember things, that your mind just 
won't work, yet you can quote long passages of the Bible and pray clearly. 
How do you explain it?" Her reply was, "I remember them with my heart, 
not my mind." 

 
There was never a time when she was not aware of His presence. 

Like the Psalmist she said, "Thy word have I hid in my heart." When the 
"Word" is in your heart God is there also. 

 
I have a bachelor friend who says, "I can marry anyone I please. 

Unfortunately, so far I haven't found anyone I please." 
 
Our supreme desire is to please our Savior and to do this we must 

find, follow, and faithfully obey the direction given in His map for our lives 
- the Bible. 

 
At first we may not find our Lord's teachings of stewardship, for 

example, to be appealing but when we begin to obey, we discover that it 
truly is, "more blessed to give than receive." And as our map leads us into 
eternity we shall hear His words, "Well done good and faithful servant." 

 

Lord, it is the desire of my heart to hide Your word in my heart  

so that I may give with a willing heart. 

 

 



 

Thursday, August 13, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP MANUAL 

The Bible Is Our Guide 

John 16:12-14 
 

Part II 
 

Our manual for Christ-like living is the Bible! Many times, however, we 
hear people say, "I try to read the Bible but I can't understand it" It's not 
the part that they don't understand that causes problems for people, it is 
the part that they do understand. 

 
Perhaps they are saying what the Ethiopian said to Philip. Remember 

the story in Acts. Philip was going from Jerusalem to Gaza when he met 
"a man of great authority" who was reading from the prophet Isaiah. Phillip 
asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" The man replied, "How 
can I unless I have someone to guide me?" (Acts 8:26-40) 

 
God long ago recognized the need and provided the answer — the 

Holy Spirit. Jesus said to the disciples, I have many things to share with 
you but you are not ready, but when the "spirit is come He will guide you 
into all truth." Today the Holy Spirit simply awaits the invitation to guide us 
in understanding the Bible and living the Christian life. 

 
The Bible is God's inspired word to us - "all scripture is given by 

inspiration of God..." (II Timothy 3:16) Holy men of old spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit. Today the same Spirit waits to guide us to 
understanding the manual God has given - The Bible. 

► He who inspired the Bible must interpret it. 
 

► He who authored the Bible must apply it. 
 

► He who moved upon men to record God's word must move 
upon men to receive it. 

 

Without the Holy Spirit we may: 

► Know the words but miss the wonder. 

► Read the sentence but miss the substance. 

► Understand the grammar but miss the greatness 

►   Grasp its history but miss His Story. 
 
In fact, we will never know the life it gives, the light it shed nor the 

love it reveals without the Holy Spirit's moving in our hearts and minds. 
 
When we invite the Holy Spirit to help us to understand the Bible as 

we read and study it He will: 

1. Lead us to accept it as God's word and as God's unique message 
to us. We realize that the word is speaking directly to us. As the 
Philippian jailer we ask, "what must I do to be saved," and the 



 

answer comes, "believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be 
saved." 

2. Lead us to apply the truth to our personal need at the time. There 
are times when He needs to "convict of sin, righteousness and 
judgment." There are other times when He needs to force us to 
see ourselves as looking into a mirror. There are other times when 
He reveals to us the God of all comfort and brings peace to our 
turmoil. 
 
There are other times when major decisions need to be made 
(such as your part in Rooted In Him). We read the word and pray 
and the Holy Spirit leads us to follow in the footsteps of Jesus to 
sacrificial commitment. 

3. Lead us to allow the word to be "a light unto my path and a lamp 

unto my feet." 
 

► When there is worry He leads us to "cast all your anxiety on Him 
because he cares for you." (I Peter 5:7) 

► When there is failure He points us to "confess your sin for He is 
faithful and just to forgive." (I John 1:9) 

► When there is turmoil He points us to Jesus' words, "...Peace I 
give to you..." (John 14:27) 

► When there is sorrow and separation He says, "Let not your 
heart be troubled ... in my Father's house are many mansions." 
(John 14:1-2) 

► When there is reluctance, even rebellion, He reminds us that 
obedience to the Father is the only happy way. "...To obey is 
better than sacrifice..." (I Samuel 15:22) 

► When there is selfishness he guides us to the words, "Give, and 
it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over..." 

(Luke 6:38) 
 

Lord, may your Holy Spirit guide my heart and mind 

as I seek to be a part of Your will for our church. 

 



 

Friday, August 14, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP MANUAL 

The Christian's Instruction  

Part III 

Someone has said that the Word of God: 

Commenced history; 

Controls history; and shall 

Consummate history. 

Today God has given us His written word - The Bible. This book gives 
us His directions for Christ-like living. If we follow the direction there is joy. 
If not, there is sorrow. 

 
Let's decide right now that we are going to follow the directions God 

has given us as Christians. He gave us instructions concerning: 

1. Sacrifice - "I plead with you to present your bodies as living sacrifices." 
(Romans 12:1-2) We soon discovered that instruction manual begins 
to make demands on our time, talent and treasure. 
 
If we obey the instructions, there is success. If not, there is failure. 
Remember — when all else fails read the instructions. 

2. Service - The manual tells us "We are His workmanship created in 
Christ Jesus for the purpose of good works." (Ephesians 2:8-9) In fact, 
we discover that our faith is not valid if not accompanied by good 
works for Christ and in His name. As James 2:20 says, "Faith without 
works is dead." 

3. Stewardship - Jesus taught that we are all stewards of everything we 
are and everything we possess. The Apostle Paul said, "it is required 
of stewards that one be found faithful. 
 
Certainly this includes all of the above and much more, but let's look 

at one major area of stewardship - our possessions. 
 
We need to earnestly consider what God would have us do - what our 

sacrificial gift should be. To arrive at this amount we need to follow the 
directions of our guidebook. 

 
We must pray. You will never know what you ought to do without 

prayer. God already knows! He knows your future and what He has 
planned for your life. In prayer He will lay that amount on your heart. Time 
after time a husband and a wife have prayed separately and then when 
they compared figures they were the same. God had been at work. "Call 
me and I will answer and show you great and mighty things beyond your 
imagination." (Jeremiah 33:3) 

 
We must obey by faith. Frequently when God has revealed a figure 

whether it be a thousand dollars or a hundred thousand or more the first 
reaction has been "we can't do that!" Yet when faith stepped in and prayer 
continued to commitment, the affirmation was made, "We can and by faith 
we will." 

 
A pastor friend of mine tells the following story. His church was in a 

capital program such as the one we are now in. Every member was urged 
to prayerfully consider what each one should give. One day a lady 
approached him, handed him a check for $5,000. And asked "Is that 
enough?" The pastor answered, "If it represents you and your love for 
Christ and His church." 

 
A few days later she returned asked for her check back and handed 

him another one for "$25,000. and again asked, "Is that enough?" The 



 

pastor gave the same answer, "If it represents you and your love for Christ 
and His church." 

 
A short time later the lady called for an appointment to see the pastor. 

This time she handed the pastor a check for $50,000. With tears streaming 
down her cheeks she said, "God would not let me forget what you said. I 
have prayed and this represents me and my love for Christ and His church 
- our church." 

 
I ask you - God asks you, "Will your commitment represent you, your 

love for Christ and His church?" 
 
 

Lord, I do love You and our church, and I want my gift 

To speak to You and to me of the depth of my love 

Saturday, August 15, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 
 
In the New Testament the word "church" is used 115 times. Every 

book in the New Testament was written to a church, gives the history of 
the church or for use in a church. Obviously then anything of such 
importance deserves our attention on our Journey to Victory. Let's begin 
this section then by considering "our church." 

Our Church 

Matthew 16:18 

The local church is the most important organization or grouping of 
people on the face of the earth. It is divine in its origin, divine in its purpose, 
and divine in its destiny. 

 
Here we are not talking about a building. We make a mistake when 

we point to a building and say, "that is my church." That is the building that 
houses the "church" — the body of Christ — in that location. The church 
is people not bricks and stone and lumber. 

It is His church and we the members belong to Him. 

On the other hand, it is our church. It is made up of people just like 
you and me who have bonded together to be His body here in this location. 
As such we have been given great responsibilities and awesome 
privileges. 

 
We are to be His witness here where we live and throughout the world. 

Jesus said, "you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost part of the earth." (Acts 1:8) 
We do this by going to others ourselves to tell of Jesus and giving that 
others might go when and where we cannot. 

 
The New Testament describes the church as a body and as such we 

all have individual responsibilities. Some are hands, some feet, some 
eyes, some ears, but all members of one body. It takes everyone working 
together for the body to function properly. 

 
One of the folk tales of the Canadian Northwoods tells about two 

porcupines in the freezing weather who would huddle close together, but 
the closer they got together the more they were pricked by the quills of the 
other. So then they would move apart and then they would begin to chill 
and to freeze again. So they would move back together, and again the 
quills would prick the other one. So they would move apart; and the 
process went on and on. The moral of the story is, they needed each other, 
but they needled each other. 

And I have an idea that that is the perfect picture of the average body 
of believers in Christ. We need each other so much, but sometime in the 
abrasive way of life, we needle each other. We are one in our church and 



 

must function as one body to achieve victory in the great task God has 
given us. 

 
It is only together that we can accomplish the task God has given our 

church. Even with the large gifts that some will make, we are all essential 
to victory - each of us. The Apostle Paul gave us the guidelines, "Everyone 
of you ..." 100% participation. Do you realize that all by yourself you can 
make that 100% not happen? 

 
Say out loud and with conviction: "It is my church!" I know you are only 

one, but you are one and you matter to Christ, to the other members and 
to yourself. 

 
During the Olympic Games one summer, the third runner in a relay 

race dropped the baton as he tried to pass it. He threw himself on the 
ground, wept openly and had to be helped from the arena. Think of what 
was involved in his failure: 

 
❖ It put his team out of the running; 
  ❖ It disappointed his country; 

  ❖ The success of the two runners before him was canceled; 
     ❖ The runner who was to follow never had his chance;  
       ❖He had to live with his failure. 

 
Others are dependent on you. Others may work and give, but only you 

can do what God wants you to do. Those who come before you have 
faithfully passed the baton to you and those who come after you must find 
you faithful. Don't drop the baton. 

 
It is essential that you fill your place in your church. Your regular 

presence, your dedicated service, your constant prayer and your sacrificial 
financial support will make a difference in the impact of our church today 
and in eternity. 

Lord, in years past other Saints have been faithful to build our church They 
have passed the baton to me. Help me to not drop the baton. Help me "run with 

patience the race set before me" and may those who come behind me, find me 
faithful” 



 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Members 

 Part I 
 
A young pastor was walking in his backyard when his foot 

struck what appeared to be an old lamp buried in the ground. When 
he picked it up, an old genie dressed in rags suddenly popped out.  

 
The old genie was annoyed that he had been awakened. 

"Okay," he said, "tell me your one wish and make it quick. I want 
to get back into the lamp." 

 
"I've always dreamed of this happening," the pastor said, 

excitedly. "Stay right here. I'll be back in a minute." Soon he 
returned with a map of the Middle East, unfolded it, and showed it 
to the genie. 

 
"My one wish is that peace and harmony will come to this whole 

area, from Turkey to Egypt, from Israel to Iraq and Iran," the pastor 
said. 

 
"Are you crazy?" the genie exclaimed. "Give me a break. I'm 

an old genie, and the Middle East has been in strife and at war for 
thousands of years. I just can't do it!"  

 
The pastor thought for a while and then said, "Okay, I'll make 

another request. I wish that my church would be a place where 
everyone could live in peace, where everyone would give sacrificial 
offerings over and above the tithe." 

 
The genie pondered the request and then said, "Do you mind 

if I take another look at the map?" 
 
Yes, it is difficult to have a church where there is complete unity and 

complete sacrificial giving. It depends on us and our giving ourselves 
completely to the Lord and His church to make it so. It is difficult, but not 
impossible. 

 
The problem today is that 40% of our members are standing on the 

promises and 60% are sitting off the premises. 
 
Three local church pastors were having lunch together. As they 

discussed their problems, they discovered that they all had the same 
problem - cockroaches. 

 

The first pastor said, "I sprayed with DDT but it didn't help. They all 

returned." 
 
The second pastor said, "I called in an exterminator, but it didn't work 

either. They soon returned." 
 
The Baptist pastor said, "I solved the problem easily. I baptized them, 

added them to the membership role and they haven't been back since. 
 
This is what membership means to many whose names are on our 

roll. Today our church needs members who are loyal to Christ and His 
program of work. Ask yourself-"How can I help?" "What can I do?" 

 
You can begin by being present. Ben Alford says to never 

underestimate the importance of your attendance. Actually when you are 
in your place in your church you are ministering in at least seven ways: 

 
First, you have voted - by your presence - for the most 
important thing in the world. Second, you have - by 



 

your presence - influenced everyone with whom you 
come in contact. Third - by your presence - you have 
made a witness. You have said, "This is important to 
me." Fourth - by your presence - you have enabled 
God to use you, in innumerable ways, to accomplish 
the divine will. Fifth, you have - by your presence - 
placed yourself in the company of other pilgrims 
who, like you, are on the journey of life, and by being 
present to one another, will have the opportunity for 
enrichment and encouragement. Sixth - by your 
presence -you place yourself in the center of God's 
people, where the acts of God are remembered and 
treasured, and where the Spirit of God is both 
welcomed and affirmed. It is there, waiting upon God 
- like the Apostles in the upper room - that wonderful 
things occur and power is discovered. Finally, by your 
presence here, you are involved in the greatest force 
for good in the entire world. The sun never sets on 
the army of which you are a part. The work of God's 
people is really what makes the difference in this 
world. 

 
 
Our church needs members who love one another and are united in 

their love for our church. 
 
 
 

Lord, help me to be an active, living, giving part of Your church - my church 



 

Monday, August 17, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Members  

Part II 
 
 
Our church can and should be like this account from the Special 

Olympics. As you know the Special Olympics features mentally and 
physically disabled athletes from around the world. One of the most 
memorable events that happened during the Special Olympics was a 
foot race among a group of people with Down Syndrome. The runners 
were close together as they came around the track toward the finish line. 
One of them stumbled and fell. When that happened, the rest of the 
runners stopped. They went back as a group, helped the runner who'd 
fallen to stand up, and then all ran across the finish line together. Once 
across, they hugged and congratulated each other for finishing the race. 

 

This is what our church was meant to be. You can make it so! 
 
Our church needs members who are willing to be used - to serve 

where needed. The pastor of a Baptist church said he had too many 
"Lilly Baptists" in the membership. When asked about it he said, that 
Jesus talked about them in the New Testament - "They toil not and 
neither do they spin." 

 
God gave you special talents and abilities. The secret of a happy, 

useful life is to be content with what He gave you and discontent with the 
use you make of them. Our church needs you! 

 
Our church needs members who are willing to give, to sacrifice and 

more. What we are doing for God in our church is demanding. Our 
regular budget is worldwide in scope. Our Capital Program requires the 
best from all of us. The special needs that arise are costly. 

 
An American stood beside a native in India. It was a poor part of the 

country, yet a lovely temple was under construction. The practical-
minded Westerner turned to a native and asked: "How much will it cost?" 
A startled look came over the face of the woman: "The cost does not 
count... it is for our God." 

 
As Jesus moved toward Calvary He never counted the cost. He 

surrounded Himself with men and women, most of them simple, humble 
people who shared His spirit and His attitude. They did not count the cost 
and neither will we!! It, too, is for our God! 

What we need is a time of spiritual renewal - one that touches every 
member. We will if all the: 

 

• Sleeping folk - wake up 

• Lukewarm folk - fire up 

• Disgruntled folk - sweeten up 

• Discouraged folk - cheer up  

• Depressed folk - look up  

• Estranged folk - make up  

• Gossipers - shut up 

• True Christians - stand up  

• Church members - pray up 
 
 



 

When this happens we will be Rooted In Him.  

You and your family can lead the way! 
 
 
 

Lord, help me to link arms with others in our church and press toward the finish line  
and the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. I want to cross the  

finish line together with my fellow Saints. 



 

Tuesday, August 18, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Privilege 

Ephesians 5:25 
 
Tony Compolo has a sermon on Redeeming Time. In it he tells a story 

about a survey of several hundred people who had reached age ninety-
five. They were asked if they could live their life over, what would they do 
differently? 

 

Researchers summarized all the answers and distilled them to the most 

prominent three. 
(3) I would make persons more important and treat people differently.  
(2) I would take more risks with my life. 
(1) I would try to do something that would live on after I am dead. 

Now that is something to think about! ...and something to act on! If you 
want to accomplish all three things the 95 year olds wished for...dare I 
say...go to work in your church. 

Basically what these were saying was that if they had another chance 
they wanted their lives to really matter, to make a difference in time and 
eternity. They wanted their influence to live on after they are gone. 

Now you probably are not 95, but you have the same desires and 
ambitions. Here's the answer - get involved in your church and your life 
and influence will matter. In fact, our Capital Program will guarantee that. 
Jesus said of Mary of Bethany's gift, "This which she has done will be 
spoken of as a memorial to her wherever the gospel is preached 
throughout all eternity." 

What we are doing will definitely affect the lives of young and old alike. 
It will have an impact today and for years to come. Even those not yet born 
will be influenced by what you do. What you do will inexorably "live on after 
I am dead" as those 95 year olds' wished. What a privilege!! 

 

How then can you get started to insure this? Here are several 

suggestions: 

1. Get involved in what is happening today in our church. There is a class 
to be taught, committees to serve on, visits to be made, members who 
need to be encouraged - make your own list. You can matter. 

2. Volunteer to assist in the work of the Capital Program. There are 
testimonies needed, calls to be made, meals to be prepared, prayers to 
be offered, etc. Ask someone now involved! 

3. You can pray! This has been said so many times it has lost its meaning 
to many. Remember though God has promised: "Call upon me and I will 
answer you and show you great and mighty things which you know not." 
(Jeremiah 33:3) There are miracles to be performed in our church and 
in your life waiting for your prayers to bring them to pass. 

Here is a prayer offered in a Capital Program in another church: "Lord, 
you have blessed this church in a wonderful way, but I want so much 
more. I want to see more souls saved. I want our church to become 
more Christ like. I want our facilities to expand to meet our needs. I 
want us to give as you have given to us. I want us to learn the meaning 
of sacrifice and to practice it in our stewardship program. Lord I want 
you to answer this prayer beginning in me." 

4. You can make a commitment. Yes, I know that commitment is costly 
(demanding). In the early days of our country John Adams was a vocal 



 

advocate of the Declaration of Independence. He once declared: " Sink 
or swim, live or die, survive or perish, I give my hand and my heart to 
this [declaration].... It may cost treasure and it may cost blood, but... my 
whole heart is in it. All that I have and all that I am and all that I hope in 
this life I am now ready here to stake upon it... independence now and 
independence forever!" 

In doing so he was risking his life, his friends, and his fortune. We all, 
if we love and care, must take such a stand and make such a 
commitment. 
We now face the moment of decision. This is my church. This is my 
ministry. This is my program. This is my commitment! 

5. You can give sacrificially. Give yourself completely to Christ and your 
finances will follow. Paul praised those of Macedonia who begged him 
to jet them give and then gave sacrificially. The key to this was that "they 
first gave themselves unto the Lord" (II Corinthians 8:5). This you can 
do! It is easier to give your money (part of you) when you have first given 
yourself (all of you). The songs says, "All to Jesus, I surrender. All to 
Him I freely give." 

A little Church was having a homecoming service to which ex-
members who had moved away were invited. One ex-member who 
attended was a man who had become a multimillionaire. He, along with 
others, were giving a little testimony on their Faith experience. The rich 
man spoke of when, as a little boy in that Church, he had earned his 
first dollar - a silver dollar. "I had decided," he said, "to keep it forever. 
But a visiting missionary came to the Church and preached about the 
urgent need for funds in his mission work. Consequently, when the 
offering basket was passed a great struggle took place within me. As 
a result, I put my treasured silver dollar in the basket. And I am 
convinced that the reason God has blessed me richly is that when I 
was a boy I gave God everything I possessed." The congregation was 
spellbound by the multi-millionaire's tremendous testimony until an 
elderly little lady in the front pew rose and said, "Brother, I dare you to 
do it again!"  

“Christ loved the church and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25) 
Lord help me to follow Your lead and love the church so much 

That I am willing to give myself – everything I have – to help it 
succeed 

 

 

 

 



 

Wednesday, August 19, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Money 

I Corinthians 16:1-2 
 
Mention money in church and certain things happen. Some close their 

ears and wonder why they came this Sunday. Others will think, "There he 
goes again. All he preaches on is money." The committed Christian who 
is by definition "a good steward" will enjoy it. He will recognize it as a major 
part of Jesus' teaching, and the Bible's message. 

 

Money is an interesting subject where ever it is discussed. Note 

some reactions: 

❖ Woody Allen says, "Money is better than poverty even if only for 

    financial reasons." 

❖ Money has miraculous powers. "It greases the palm, feathers a 
nest, holds heads above the water, makes both ends meet." 

❖ Carl Sandburg stated in one of his poems that "money buys 
everything except love, personality, freedom, immortality, silence, 
and peace." 

All of this is interesting and no wonder we love it. Here-in is the 
problem. Not money, but "the love of money is the root of all evil" (I Timothy 
6:10). 

 
It's hard not to love money for it is necessary in so many areas and 

provides for so much good. Food, clothing, and shelter all require money. 
Medicines, doctors, and dentists all require money. Education, 
transportation, and recreation all require money. On and on we could go. 

 
When we begin to love it, put it first in our lives, it becomes our master, 

even over God. When we elevate it to first place it becomes our object of 
worship. 

 
What is the solution to the problem? Actually the solution is simple. In 

a word it is stewardship! Once we come to understand and accept our 
stewardship responsibilities the problem is solved. In simple steps: 

1. Stewardship in one phrase is - God owns it all! He is the creator and 
owner of everything. "The earth is the Lord's...the world, and they 
that dwell therein (Psalm 24:1). 

2. We are His stewards. We are responsible to Him for how we 

❖ Receive what we have 
 Use what we have 
 Give what we have 
 Leave what we have 
 

This includes our time, talent, and treasure. It embraces time and 

eternity. 



 

3. We are to give "offerings." Sacrificial gifts over and above 

our tithes. Only love can bring one to the point of 

sacrificial giving. 

A little boy saw his mother come to the house and leave her muddy 
shoes at the door before she entered. In a spirit of helpfulness he 
cleaned the shoes and polished them. Then he placed them by her 
dresser. The mother was so pleased with his thoughtfulness that she 
placed a dollar bill on his pillow with her note "Thank you!" The next 
morning the dollar bill with the note still attached was on the breakfast 
table. He added his note: "I did it for love!" 
 
This is our response when we consider His love for us. It is the "love 
of Christ which compels us!" (II Corinthians 5:14) One translation 
states "the love of Christ leaves me no choice." We learned how to 
love from Christ and we love Him so much that our love leaves us no 
choice but to give - dramatically. 

4. We are and shall be accountable to Him. 
 

❖ "Give an account of your stewardship" (Luke 16:2) 

❖ "It is appointed unto man once to die and after this the judgment" 

(Hebrews 9:27) 
 
A man began to doze in church just before the offering. In his sleep he 
could see the ushers coming down the aisle. He reached reluctantly 
for a bill. The usher reached his seat. He was about to place the dollar 
on the plate, but the plate seemed to fade out. In its place was a nail-
pierced hand waiting to receive his gift. Glancing up, he saw not the 
usher's familiar face but a face of deep tenderness and a thorn-
crowned brow. For the first time in his life, it dawned on him that he 
was not giving to the usher, to the preacher, nor to the church but to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 

Lord, I know beyond a shadow of a doubt that You own everything - 
including me. And you have placed some possessions and money in my hands 
and have given me "power to get more." Lord, I want to be a good manager - a 

good steward - of all that. 
 

Into Your hand and Your hand alone do I place my gift. 
Use it (and me) for Your glory. 



 

Thursday, August 20, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Finances 

     Philippians 4:19 

    Part I 

A ministry called Christian Financial Concepts receives about 
150,000 calls per month from people asking for financial advice. The 
profile of the average caller: 

• Age 30-35 
• Owes $15,000 - $20,000 in school loans 
• Owes $17,000 - $20,000 in credit card debt 
• Owes $20,000 on two cars 
• Owes $120,000 on the average mortgage 
 
In America today: 
• 50% of marriages fail 
• 60-80% of these cite financial problems as the root cause of strife 
• $ 1.17 is spent for every $ 1 earned 
 
Many are not managing their money well. Note this information on 

the giving patterns in our churches: 

• Individuals pay four times as much in interest as they give the 
church (10.2% vs. 2.3%) 

• 80 cents of every dollar is given by those 55 and over 
• 20% of members give 80% of the money contributed 
• 30% give the other 20% of contributions 
• 50% give nothing at all 
• 1 in 5 churches borrow money to keep the doors open 
 

Why do we consider all of these figures? There are several reasons: 

• They reveal the tremendous financial burdens that many live with. 
• They reveal the major problem so many face when they think of 

tithing and/or giving to their church. 
• They reveal the few who support the work of the church enjoyed 
by all. 
• They reveal the marital problems caused by financial problems. 
 
Whether you fit into this pattern or not it may be profitable to analyze 

the situation and see if all of us couldn't handle our finances more 
effectively and become better stewards. 
 

Perhaps a good way to do this is to do a Bible study of one of the 
miracle's of Jesus - The Feeding of the Five Thousand found in Mark 6. 

 

I.    Admit there is a problem — Mark 6:34-37 
 
You know the story. Great crowds were following Jesus to see and 
hear Him. Seeing their needs Jesus "had compassion on them." It 
was dinner time and they had no food - there was a problem and 
the disciples recognized it 
 
Unlike so many today when dealing with finances people stick their 
heads in the sand and refuse to see a problem. Note the following: 



 

Patient: "I have the finest home in the area. I have a swimming 

pool and membership at the country club. I drive a new BMW and 

my wife has a new Corvette." 

Doctor: "And what's your problem?" 

Patient: "I only make $100 a week." He had 

a problem and recognized it. Many don't. 
 

Lending institutions have a criteria to determine if one is in danger 

of debt destruction: 

• You pay only bare minimum each month on credit and never pay 
more than that minimum. 

• You make partial payments rather than full. 
• You start falling behind on payments shortly after opening an 
account. 
• Your account balance always seems to grow. You cannot seem 
to pay it off. 
• You have periodic bouts of late payments. 

 
 
All of this says, "I have a problem and I need to deal with it." It is 

important because if you do not master your money, your money will 
master you. It means: 

• You have a burden of debt that is back breaking 
• You can't get out of the maze of discouragement, disillusionment 
and despair. 
• You have no hope for savings, retirement, education of children - 

the future is bleak. 
• You cannot support the Lord's work as you want to and as God 
wants you to. 
•  

Lord, help me master my money. I want You to be the center of my life - not money, 
not debt. I will take positive steps now to control my debt 



 

 

Friday, August 21, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Finances 

Philippians 4:19 

Part II 
 

II.    Consider what your resources are — Mark 6:38 
 
This is what Jesus and the disciples did. They found a young man with 5 
loaves and 2 fishes. These were the assets that were available to deal 
with the problem. 
 
In like manner this is where to start to solve the debt problem. The first 
step in making ends meet is to know how far apart they are. 

1. Make a list of your income - all sources of capital. This reveals what 
you have to work with. 

2. Make an honest list of all your "outgo". On this list include everything 
you are responsible for - item by item. 

3. Put the two together - if the expenses exceed the income you are in 
trouble (I know - it took a PHD to conclude that.) Some of you may have 
a "near debt" experience. 

4. Now it is time to recognize that financial problems do not usually come 
from too little financial resources but from misplaced priorities, by a 
lifestyle out of control and by reckless use of credit cards. 

When your outgo exceeds your income Your 
upkeep will be your downfall. 

 

III.  Give what you have to Jesus — Mark 6:41 
 
The young man gave his resources (the loaves and fishes) to Jesus and 
trusted Him. Jesus was their greatest resource. It may seem simplistic, but 
this is the first step in solving your problem. Ask for guidance and follow 
His leadership. Do your part and He will bless. The lad gave his food, but 
was fed along with thousands of others. 
 
The Bible tells us we are to give the "first fruits" of our income to God. 
When we trust Him with the first part He will bless and see that the rest 
goes farther. 
 
Memorize Proverbs 3:9-10 —"Honor the Lord with your possessions 
and with the firstfruits of all your increase; so your barns will be filled 
with plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.” And remember, 
"Those who honor me I will honor." (I Samuel 2:30) 
 

If you trust Christ with your soul surely you can trust Him with your 

finances. 

The first step in getting out of debt is to stop spending and for most people 
the first step in doing that is to eliminate credit cards. One person said, "I 
like credit cards, they go so much farther than money." Actually, "plastic 
surgery" is needed. Cut them into 2 pieces and put one piece in the 
garbage at home and the other in the garbage at work. This will prevent 
any possibility of "divine healing" (or theft). 



 

Remember Philippians 4:19 does not say, "My God shall supply all my 
needs according to master charge." 
 

Actually there are only 2 ways to reduce debt. 

1. Reduce expenses - eliminate every non-essential to enable you to pay 
off the high interest credit debts. Do you have to have that club 
membership or eat out at that fancy restaurant every week? Postpone 
major purchases. 

2. Increase income - perhaps a second job or after hours job, part-time job, 
network marketing business. Have a garage sale. What can you sell? 
You don't have to have that boat, travel trailer, second home, etc. 

It isn't easy but it can be done! 

IV.  Anticipate the Miracle — Mark 6:42-44 

God will multiply what you give Him. 

1. Believe it can be done! In Matthew 9:29 Jesus said, "According to your 
faith it will be done." Just as He met the need of feeding the multitude 
He will meet your needs if you are obedient to His commands and follow 
His way. 

2. "Seek first the Kingdom of God and all these things shall be added unto 
you." (Matthew 6:33) Again, consider "Give and it shall be given unto 
you." His financial blessings are dependent on our faithfulness in giving. 

3. By faith follow His leadership. Remember Ephesians 3:20-21 "He is able 
to do immeasurably more than we ask or imagine according to his power 
that is at work in us." 

He is able (and desires) to do more for us and in us than we can imagine. 
TRUST HIM!! 

Develop a plan to deal with debt. Remember, Rooted In Him is 
a 3-year program - you can give less the first year as you deal with your 
debt; more the second year; and more the third year. As your debt goes 
down, your giving goes up. 

 
 
 

Lord, I commit that with Your help I will deal with my debt, so that I can 
commit to be a part of Your will for our church 



 

Saturday, August 22, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Opportunity 

Ephesians 5:15-16 

The future of our church is defined by what we do today. This is God's 
hour of opportunity for our church. He has positioned us in time and place 
with challenges that are incredible. But such opportunities create 
responsibility. 

 
God has never asked His people to do anything without providing the 

necessary resources to accomplish His will. Those resources, however, 
are not setting in our church's bank account. The resources we need to 
accomplish our ministry and mission are in our pockets and in our wills. 

 
This is truly our hour of opportunity. We must cherish this moment and 

realize that unless we "seize this moment" we will miss God's plan. 
Shakespeare reminds us that: 

 
"There is a tide in the affairs of men, 
Which taken at its flood, Leads on to 

fortune." 
 

Omitted, all the voyages of life 
are bound in shallows and 

misery. 
 
Just one hour to do God's will. Just one hour to seize the opportunity. 

Just one hour to hold high the cross of Christ. What a responsibility! We 
must not miss it: 

 
Opportunity is only a visitor. Don't assume it will be back tomorrow - 

move while the door is open! 
 

God calls you to sacrifice. This is your opportunity. 
 
This is the moment of truth for us. We either make a commitment or 

make an excuse. Right then and there you decide the future. 
 
God calls you to service. You hear the Savior say, "Now is the time, 

follow me." "Don't look at the fields and say it is four months to the harvest. 
I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest." 
(John 4:35) This is the "hurry call" of Jesus. Seize the moment. 

 
God calls you to faithful stewardship. Of course we all know we are 

stewards but we forget sometimes that the Bible says, "it is required in 
stewards, that a person be found faithful." (I Corinthians 4:2) In a word this 
means to obey God's plan and purpose. 

 
The father of five children came home with a toy he won in a drawing at 

the office. He called the children together and asked which one should get 
the present. He asked: 

 
♦ Who is most obedient to mother? 
  ♦ Who never talks back to mother? 
   ♦ Who does everything mother says? 
 

Five voices answered in unison: “You get the toy 

daddy!” This is the kind of obedience God expects of us 

– no exceptions.  



 

In addition to the tithe He calls for offerings and this is where the real 
willingness to change takes place. In our commitment we are all called on 
to give over and above our regular giving and for most of us this will mean 
changing our lifestyle. 

 
In light of this, remember that God always gives His promise of blessings 

to those who are obedient; to those who make sacrifices for Christ and His 
beloved church. He has promised, "Give, and it will be given to you. A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put 
into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back." 
(Luke 6:38) 

 
When we look at the history of this church's life and ministry we know 

that God has blessed in the past. God is blessing us now and we thank 
Him for involvement today. We have experienced the miracle of His grace 
and we give thanks for it. 

 
We will be faithful to those who have gone before us and have sown the 

seeds which we are now reaping. We will not fail our God whose hand has 
given us such opportunities and brought us to this hour in our history and 
those who come behind us will find us faithful. 

 
We have all eternity to celebrate our victories but only the one short hour 

in which to win them. Commitment Sunday is our opportunity. 
 

Lord, thank you for trusting me with this opportunity and responsibility. You can 
count on me!



 

Sunday, August 23, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARD’S CHURCH 

Our Goal 

Ephesians 3:21 
 
 
Frequently we are asked, "What is the goal?" Those who ask this 

question usually are thinking of numerical goals. Our answer, however, is 
in terms of spiritual goals. 

 
Our goal is for all members and friends of the church to pray for, find, 

and in faith follow God's will for their lives individually as their part of God's 
will for the church. 

 
Dr. Peter Wagner reminds us that becoming a Christian is optional. 

But once you become a Christian and ask Jesus Christ to take control of 
your life, involvement in His church and His program is no longer optional. 

 
Our need is to meet the financial objectives before us. The preacher, 

staff and leadership have, over a period of time, prayerfully considered 
what will be required to do the work and fulfill the vision God has given our 
church. 

 
This need must be met and even exceeded if the future plans and 

growth of our church are to be realized. This will require all of us doing all 
that God asks of us. 

 
Our presence on Commitment Sunday for this exciting worship 

experience. We want everyone to share in this historic time in the history 
of our church. Few days will matter as much to the future of our church as 
will this day. It will be an hour that matters in eternity. 

 
Our participation. In a few days each of us will be receiving in the mail 

a personalized commitment card to be completed and returned on 
Commitment Sunday. 

 

This card matters to God, to our church and to you: 
 
°   It will represent you and your family 
°   It will reveal your love for your God 
°   It will represent your love for your church 
°   It will recognize your obedience to God's will 
°   It will say to your fellow members "I am with you in what God 

is doing in our church." 
 
Our prayer for this to be a high spiritual hour. Remember, it is "not by 

might nor power, but by My spirit" says the Lord and "except the Lord build 
the house, they labor in vain." 

 
Continue praying for yourself and your family. God has a plan and 

purpose for you in this capital program. Remember as we have said 
repeatedly that we all must pray for, find and in faith, follow God's will. 

 
In prayer you will discover that He wants you to make a sacrificial 

commitment. You may need to reconfigure your lifestyle, change your 
plans for the future, or give money you had planned to leave in your will. 

 
His will may take you beyond what you think is possible, but this is 

where faith takes over. He wants you to show your faith by your 
commitment. He will never lead you to do what He has not already planned 
to provide. 

 



 

Our joy is to be able to join hands and hearts with you and your family 
and others of our fellowship in a glorious worship experience. Together we 
will sing and pray and feel the presence of the Holy Spirit in the service. 

 
Will we reach our goals? Will we succeed in this glorious undertaking 

for our God? Will victory be ours for His glory? 
 
The story is told of a wise man that lived high in the mountains. 
He was able to answer any question posed to him. Time and 
again he had been tested, but he always gave the right answer.  
 
A young man decided to test him once again. He planned to 
hold a bird in his hands and ask, "What do I have in my hand?" 
If the wise man said, "a bird" he would then ask, "Is it dead or 
alive?" If the ancient one said "dead" he would release it and 
let it fly away. If the wise one said "alive" he would squeeze it 
and drop it dead before the man. 
 
He made the long trek up the mountain until he encountered 
the man of wisdom. Holding the bird in his hand behind his 
back, he asked, "What do I have in my hand?" The wise man 
answered "a bird." "You are right sir, but is it alive or dead?" 
The man of wisdom answered, "You hold the answer in your 
hands!" 

 
 

❖ Will we reach our goal? 
 

❖ You hold the answer in your hands ! 
 

Lord, You have placed resources in my hands, and gifts, and abilities in my life, 
and have given me the power to get wealth. I open my hands and all that I am 

to You from whom all good things come. 



 

Monday, August 24, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE 

My Challenge 
 
We're entering the last week of our "Journey to Victory." It has been 

an exciting and challenging experience. These days have been ones of 
growth and maturity. 

 
As you look back over the years perhaps there are areas of regret. 

You haven't been what you or God wanted you to be. Remember though 
when you became a Christian God did not demand a performance bond. 

 
Perhaps you have realized you haven't served the Savior as you 

would like to have done. There were so many times when you were asked 
to do this or that for your church and your Christ and you didn't have the 
time nor the inclination. 

 
I remember the story of a group of men sitting around the pot-bellied 

stove in the country store discussing the mysteries of life. 
 
"I'm going deaf and blind," sighed one old fellow. "I don't know what 

the good Lord wants to leave me here for." 
 
"Now - now," replied a friend, "the Lord's ways are not our ways and 

we can't always understand. But if He's left you here, He's got work for you 
to do." 

 
The old fellow sat for a minute in quiet meditation, then announced, 

"Well, I'm not a-gonna' do it." 
 

Could this be you? 
 
Perhaps you have come to realize that you really have never made a 

meaningful sacrifice for the Lord. Sure you have given, perhaps even 
generously, but never responded to His call to completely surrender and 
sacrifice for His glory. The desire has been there, but there was always 
the pull in the opposite direction. Something was always there with more 
attraction. 

 
I recall the story of a boy who said to his girlfriend one night, "I don't 

have a lot of money like Jerome Green, but I sure do love you," to which 
she made no comment. Then the boy said, "I don't have a beautiful home 
like Jerome Green, but I really love you." Again, the girl was silent. "I don't 
have a brand-new Porsche like Jerome Green," added the boyfriend," but 
you mean all the world to me." Finally, the girl responded, "I love you too, 
but tell me a little more about Jerome Green." 

 

Could this be you? 
 
You realize that again and again you have struggled with the desire to 

be the Christian and churchperson God wants you to be. Your intentions 
are good, but every time something comes up and you delay. There are 
so many attractions the world puts before you. There is always the Jordan 
River to cross before you reach the Promised Land. 

 

Could this be you? 
 
Maybe as you reflect you realize that everything seems to be wrong. 

There is no real joy, nor peace in your life. So many regrets. So many 
problems. So many failures. So many missed opportunities. Is there an 
answer? 

 



 

We need to look within. 
 
We need an incentive from time to time to freshen up our dedication, 

to renew our loyalty, to take stock of ourselves, and see if we are any 
better in our spiritual situation now than we were last week or last year or 
ten years ago. Is there a little more in our understanding of God and in our 
prayer life and in our relationship to our Savior than there has been? Are 
we living or are we just going through the motions? 

 

We need to look up in prayer. 
 
In the comic strip BLONDIE, Dagwood is in the office of his boss, Mr. 

Dithers. Someone is on the phone and you can hear the sound clear 
across the room. Mr. Dithers says, "My wife has quite a loud voice." "It is 
loud," agrees Dagwood. "That's why all her prayers are answered," adds 
Mr. Dithers, "she calls direct." 

 
Isn't it wonderful that we can call direct when we pray! Talk it over with 

Him. He understands and will forgive any failure. 
 
In every life situation, no matter how difficult, no matter how 

frustrating, no matter how tempted you are to lose heart, you can be sure 
that you are not using all your strength if you have not asked for Divine 
guidance. 

 
God may not always give you the wisdom to solve your own problem. 

But you can always be assured that Jesus is strong enough to handle it; 
compassionate enough to feel it; loving enough to care for it; wise enough 
to deal with it. 

Oh! By the way, He will also give you guidance in the commitment you 
will make next Sunday. 
Lord, I accept the challenge. I have looked within and am sure of my heart. I now 
look up to You in prayer and commitment knowing that You hear my prayer and 
will lead me to the the commitment of dollars that will represent my love for You 



 

Tuesday, August 25, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE 

My Faith 
 
 
What we do for Christ and our church at this time needs to be done 

NOW. Remember the Broadway musical "Annie," based on the comic 
strip, "Little Orphan Annie." In it she sings again and again: 

 
The sun will come out tomorrow, so you've 
got to hang on 'til tomorrow - come what 
may! 
 
Tomorrow . . . Tomorrow, I love you, 
tomorrow; you're only a day away! 

 
It is a great song filled with optimism and determination. For us however, 

"tomorrow" is not the answer - "today" matters. What you do must be done 
now - Commitment Sunday. 

 

Two things are necessary for meaningful sacrifice: love and faith. 
 
First, His love for us, and our love for Him. This is embodied in a verse 

of scripture and a verse of song. 
 

"For Christ's love compels me - leaves me no choice!" (II Corinthians 

5:14) 
 

"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross" 
Were the whole realm of nature 

mine, That were a present far too 
small: 

Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my life, my soul, my 

all. 
 
Second: Only faith, complete trust in Christ and His promises, will lead 

us to the point of genuine sacrifice. 
 
This can be seen in the history of Israel as they were about to enter the 

Promised Land and faced the barrier of the Jordan River. God said to the 
priests: 

 
"When you move among the people and they follow you, and the people 

have sanctified themselves, having set themselves apart for a great 
adventure, you are going to move down to the water's edge. When you 
come to the water's edge, your priests are going to pause. But tell them 
this, "Take one step more, and put your feet in the water.'" (Joshua 3:3) 

 
Think of it - "Take one step more." God was ready to part the waters, 

but it took one more step - a step of faith for the miracle to happen. 
 
This is where you are today: Take one more step! A step of faith and 

God will do His miracle in your life. 
Every great event in the lives of God's people in the past was the result 

of faith on their part. God was able and willing but he waited on their faith. 
Read the eleventh chapter of Hebrews. 

Times have changed but God hasn't. His promises are still valid. It is still 
true that "my God shall supply all your needs." Surely if you can trust Him 
with your soul for eternity you can trust him with your dollars for now. 

One of the most powerful testimonies I have heard or read is given 
below. Dr. Kregg Hood in his excellent book Take God at His Word asks: 



 

"When was the last time you read Luke 6:38? "Give, and it wil l 
be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you." I have 
a confession to make. For far too long I have simply not 
believed this passage. I have tried hard to find some way to 
get around the truth that is taught so clearly. I think my 
motivation was based partially on my opposition to what some 
call "prosperity teaching." But, deep inside, I think my 
struggles with this passage really signaled my lack of faith in 
God to reward my obedient giving. 
"Jesus says to tap into God's economy. The Lord is a generous 
provider. You won't run out of money! Don't be afraid to give. 
When you give, you also receive - "a good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into 
your lap." I've never seen an exception to this rule. You always 
receive more than you give. If you give love, you receive more 
love. If you give friendship, you receive more friends in return. 
I've even noticed if you give a smile to someone, you will 
receive more smiles. So it follows from Scripture and practical 
experience that if you give money, you receive more money.  
"For years I struggled with this text. I thought it was 
materialistic to think God would bless me financially when I 
gave money to do his work. But, in reality, the materialistic view 
is thinking that my own ingenuity is the only source of my ability 
to make money. A spiritual person obeys and trusts God to 
release his blessings and provide all the resources of life. The 
unspiritual person believes human effort is the source of 
material wealth." 

Actually this is what the Bible says in II Corinthians 9:10,11 (NIV). Paul 
is saying that if you give generously, even sacrificially, that, "God will make 
you rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion and 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God." 

In Malachi 3:10 God himself promises that if we are faithful and even 
sacrificial in our giving He will "pour out a blessing that there shall not be 
room enough to receive all of it." That is enough for me. Isn't it for you?  
His promise and his plans are certain.  You can trust Him in every area 
of your life.  Take the step of faith – a step of action!   

This Is Faith In Action 

Lord I believe. Help my unbelief. I have faith – makes it stronger. I 
love You. Help me love You more. I trust you. Help me step out in 
belief, faith, love, and trust to make a commitment that will help 

accomplish Your will for our church. 
  

 
 

 



 

Wednesday, August 26, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE 

My Decision  

Part I 

"Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lord is near in 

the valley of decision." 
Joel 3:14 

 
Every day the same thing happens repeatedly with my cat Angel. She 

has been out and needs to come in. I hear her at the door to the garage. I 
open the door and wait for her to come in. Will she? No! She lowers her 
head suspiciously as if I were the enemy. "Come on Angel," I say 
impatiently. She sits down and begins to wash her face with one paw. My 
patience is wearing thin by now. I raise my voice and say, "Come in here." 
She looks at me as if to say "who died and made you king" and sits. Finally 
I say, "Angel I'm not going to stand here forever. If you don't come in I'm 
going to close the door. This is your last chance." Does she come in? NO!! 
She figures I'll be patient - so far she's right. Finally she slowly and 
cautiously ambles in. I reach down to ruffle her head with my usual 
affectionate gesture. She twists away and gives me that blank stare as if 
to say, "Where have I seen you before?" But, she's a CAT. 

 
I wonder if God doesn't feel that way about us. He stands at the door 

and knocks. He calls and opens it in love. He waits ... and waits ... and 
waits. 

 
He's still waiting for us to accept His invitation to enter into the fullness 

of His fellowship. He waits for us to be obedient to His word and His will. 
He waits for us to be good stewards -to give ourselves, and our 
possessions sacrificially. He waits!!! 

 
Only five days remain on our 42 DAYS TO VICTORY journey to 

Commitment Sunday. By now you have received your personalized 
Commitment Card or you will soon. You and your family are faced with a 
decision. You have to decide soon. How much shall our commitment be? 
What sacrifice shall we make for our Savior and our church? Time is short! 
Here are some guidelines to assist in your decision: 

 
1. Accept His Word. Consider these verses of scripture and let your 

heart respond to them. 
 
This is an Old Testament concept as well as a New Testament 
teaching: "The Lord said to Moses, 'Tell the Israelites to bring me an 
offering. You are to receive the offering for me from each man who 
has a willing heart." (Exodus 25:1-2) 

 
And Paul wrote, "Let everyone give as his heart tells him, neither 
grudgingly nor under compulsion, for God loves the person who gives 
cheerfully." (II Corinthians 9:7, Phillips) 
 
"One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, 
but comes to poverty. A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes 
others will himself be refreshed." (Proverbs 11:24-25 NIV) 
 
"Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; 
then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over 
with new wine." (Proverbs 3:9-10) 
 
"...give, and it will be given to you a good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together, running over, will be poured into your lap; for the 
measure you give will be the measure you get back." (Luke 6:38) 
 
"Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows generously will also reap generously." (II Corinthians 
9:6) 



 

 
Paul gave a guide in II Corinthians 8:12: "The important thing is to be 
willing to give as much as we can - that is what God accepts, and no 
one is asked to give what he has not got." (Phillips). Paul was echoing 
God's instructions to Israel through Moses: "Each of you must bring a 
gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you." 
(Deuteronomy 16:17 NIV) 
 

How has God blessed you? Let this be the measure of your giving. 
 

2. Act willingly and cheerfully 
 
You will notice that the Bible emphasizes a "willing heart". In our church 
there will never be any force or pressure in regards to giving. Paul 
stresses giving "not grudgingly nor under compulsion." (II Corinthians 
9:7a) 
 
Paul then adds, "God loves a cheerful giver." (II Corinthians 9:7b) The 
spirit in which a gift is made has an effect on the person giving and on 
the one to whom it is given. With a cheerful gift comes a marvelous 
sense of satisfaction and divine peace and an awareness of God's love. 
Lord, I take You at Your word. You have never let me down and I know You 

will honor your promise now. 
With complete trust and willingness I am ready to make a commitment - my 

commitment - our commitment to build up Your house. 
 

What joy and anticipation this brings to my heart. Lead me into Your will. 
 

Part II 

3. Ask God to set the amount 
 
If most of us simply considered our present budget we would decide on 
the basis of fact and reason that they couldn't give any more. Such 
reasoning is understandable, but it leaves out two elements - God and 
time. There is no faith involved and no plan. Now is the time to pray - "Lord 
what do You want to do through me? I am willing and ready to be the 
conduit through which flows your provision for whatever time you want to 
supply my need." 
 
God knows your present financial position, but He also knows what He 
has in store for you in the future. What he told Jeremiah, He says to you: 
 
"For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord; Plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you 
will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You 
will seek me and find me when you seek with all your heart. I will be found 
by you, declares the Lord." (Jeremiah 29:11-14a) 
 
He will lead you to give proportionately. Both the Old Testament and the 
New Testament emphasize proportionate giving. 
 
Both the rich and the poor (and all in between) are to give according to 
what they have (the start) and what God intends to give them (in the next 
three years). 
 
As you pray, God will lead you to a sacrifice. This is God's way of 
measuring our gifts. Remember David said, "God forbid I should offer that 
which costs me nothing (a sacrifice)." 
 
This may be more than you think you can give, but it isn't. God never leads 
one to give unless He has already planned to provide. This is revelation 
giving or faith giving and it is giving God's way. And, remember, "Without 
faith it is impossible to please God." (Hebrews 11:6) 
 



 

Sacrifice you see is more an attitude than an amount! It indicates that you 
have first given yourself to the Lord (II Corinthians 8:5). 

4.      Anticipate God's blessings 

Look for God's rewards for your obedience to His guidance. 

• "I'll ... pour out a blessing so great you can't handle it all." (Malachi 

3:9,10) 
• "Give and it shall be given unto you ... full and over flowing." (Luke 
6:38) 
• "As a man sows so shall he reap." (II Corinthians 9:6) 
• "You will be enriched." (II Corinthians 9:11) 

 
The blessings will be financial for He gives to us that we might give 
to others. He gives that we might get that we might give and the 
cycle continues. 
 
But even greater are the personal blessings of peace, joy, and 
happiness and the sense of knowing that you are God's partner in 
His Kingdom work. 

 
Now, back to that personalized commitment card. Complete it; bring it 

to the church; place it on the altar - an act of sacred worship. 
 
We know the names of every man who signed the Declaration of 

Independence in 1776. But who knows anything about Thomas McKean? 
He is one of the most unusual of all the signers, yet his name is almost 
lost to history. And for a good reason ... 

 
John Hancock signed the Declaration first, with a large, bold signature, 

and remarked that King George III could read that without eyeglasses. But 
Thomas McKean couldn't say that, for in 1786 he signed one of the 
greatest documents ever written - five years after it had been adopted in 
1781. His signature did not count; was not needed and had no impact to 
challenge the people before the great conflict. 

 
In a few days you are going to hold that commitment card in your hand. 

You need to do what will show your faith in God's provision and the depth 
of your love. Complete your prayer process NOW and complete the card 
as God leads. 

 
Your church needs you to. Your Pastor and leaders want you to. Your 

self-esteem begs you to. If you listen, I believe you will hear the Holy Spirit 
whisper - "Do it now!" 

 
 

Lord, I hear Your "still small voice" and will do it now - in love and in faith. 



 

Thursday, August 27, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE 

My Commitment 
 
 
It is Countdown to Commitment time! Only three days and we shall all 

be making our three-year, sacrificial, financial commitments to our Lord to 
fund His vision. This coming Sunday morning we will be joining with all the 
others of our beloved church to achieve victory in the mission the Lord has 
given our church. 

 
Few decisions will mean as much to our church as: 1) your decision 

to make a commitment; 2) the amount of your sacrifice; and 3) the spirit of 
the commitment. 

 
In the final days, let's consider the following steps leading to the 

greatest spiritual commitment since you became a Christian and the 
greatest financial commitment of your life. 
 

I.       The first step is to talk with God! 
 
In any decision that a Christian makes one should first talk with the 
Savior. Obviously, we do this in prayer. This is essential! 
 
The first word of prayer should be one of thanksgiving and praise. "In 
everything by prayer ... with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God." (Philippians 4:6) 
 
We ought to thank Him for our Savior who sacrificed Himself for our 
salvation. "Count your many blessings" and thank God for them — 
"one by one." 
 
Now you are ready to talk wtih God about what He would have you 
do. The scripture promises - "In all thy ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct thy paths." (Proverbs 3:6) Like Paul our prayer 
must be "Lord, what do you want me to do." Nothing else matters. You 
see, prayer is not to get God's approval for our will but to reveal God's 
will for us. 

 
 

II.      The second step is to listen to God! 
 

Prayer is a two-way street. We talk to God and then He talks to us. 
 
Get ready! God is going to speak to you and reveal His will. Like 
Samuel your attitude should be, "speak Lord, your servant is 
listening." 
 
He will tell you what He expects you to do as your part in the future of 
His church. He will lead you to a commitment that is far beyond what 
you have been considering. Don't panic! He already knows what your 
future is for He has planned it. Now have faith to believe that He 
knows best. 
 
Wait! God isn't through. He may lead you step by step to a greater 
figure - a real sacrifice. In a capital program a short time ago one of 
the leaders said he was glad the program was over. He said every 
time he prayed the Lord raised his commitment. He said, "I started out 
at $100,000 and ended at $1,000,000. I am so thankful I kept praying 
and listening to God. 

 

III.     The third and final step is to obey as God directs: ACT! 



 

 
Isn't it wonderful that you can ask and God will answer? You hear His 
voice and discover His will for you and your family. 
 
Isn't it exciting to finally know what God is planning in your life and to 
know what He is counting on you to do? 
 
Winston Churchill was England's outstanding leader during World 
War II. During the war years, at a time of great crisis, the nation's coal 
miners went on strike. 
 

Churchill called the miners together and challenged them with these 

words: 
 
"This is England's darkest hour. But England will be 
victorious. The soldiers who are now on the front lines will 
come marching home, and they will talk of this dark hour of 
their nation. They will be wanting to know of everyone, 
'Where were you in England's darkest hour?' Some will say, 
7 was at home, wrapping bandages for first aid on the front 
lines.'" Then Churchill looked at those coal miners and said 
to them, "And they will ask you, 'Where were you in England's 
darkest hour?'" The next morning the coal miners returned to the 
mines. 

 
In coming years you will look back on the days of challenge for our 

church and recall them as our finest hours. Others may ask, "Where 
were you? What sacrifice did you 

make? 

And your answer will be 
 

Lord, I am ready, willing, and able and it is my heart's desire to be a part of Your 
will for our church.  This will be our first love. 

 



 

Friday, August 28, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE 

My Sacrifice 

It is an old story but I still like it: 
 
A pig and a hen were taking a stroll in the barnyard. A truck passed by, 

bearing the sign: "Ham and Eggs." The hen said, "See, you and I are partners." 
 

"Yes," replied the pig. "But for you it is a day's work. For me it is a total 

sacrifice." 
 
This is what God expects of you! It is what He expects of any one who calls 

himself/herself a Christian. 
 
Sacrifice - this one word, more than any other will explain the success of our 

church and our Capital Program. We cannot achieve victory for our Savior 
without it. 

 
As we are approaching the time of commitment we need to look even more 

closely at what God wants each one to do. No, I can't tell you an amount. For 
some it will be in the thousands of dollars while for others it will be the hundreds 
of thousands of dollars, but for all it should be a sacrifice. 

 

Let's get personal! As the cartoon character, Pogo, said, "Let's talk eyeball 

to eyeball." 
 
Sacrifice on the part of today's Christians requires both faith and courage. 

As you pray about your commitment you will develop such a courageous faith 
and wondrous things will happen. 

 
I can hear someone say, "I agree with all of that, but I am not wealthy. If I 

only had more I would gladly sacrifice." Would you? 
 
Through the years I have often heard men say that if God were to bless them 

financially they would become good stewards. In time I have seen many of 
them truly blessed. Prosperity was theirs! Wealth beyond what they had 
envisioned! 

 
Were they then good stewards? No! Most drifted away from the church and 

forgot who had given them their wealth. 
 
The point is, I am firmly convinced that if one is not a good steward, a faithful 

and sacrificial giver when he has little he will not be a good steward when God 
blesses him with abundance. 

 
Remember the words of Jesus, "What shall it profit a man if he gain the 

whole world and lose his own soul?"(Mark 8:36) 
 
John D. Rockefeller once said: "If I had not started tithing and giving 

sacrificially when I was young and had little, I probably would not do so now 
that I have millions." 

 
"But I am so limited in my income my little won't matter much." So was the 

widow whom Jesus praised so highly because she sacrificed everything. Her 
little mattered to Him! God's approval is not based on the amount, but on the 
attitude - is it a sacrifice? 

 
John Henry Jowett was presiding at the opening ceremony of a new 

children's home. The names of the contributors were read in order of the size 
of their gifts. The names and donations of the rich were greeted with much 
applause. As the names of the givers became less prominent and the amounts 
smaller, the applause died to a mere ripple. Finally, when the last name was 



 
read, that of a poor widow who had given sacrificially out of her small income, 
not one hand clapped, Dr. Jowett reacted by greeting their silence with silence. 
He stood and looked out the window, silently, while the audience stirred in 
embarrassment. Then he said, "Listen! Listen! I think I can hear the clapping 
of those pierced hands." 

 
It is not how much we have, but what we do with what we have that receives 

the divine applause. At the final judgment it will not be those who have given 
out of their abundance and sacrificed nothing that will hear the clapping of 
those pierced hands. Whether we are rich or poor God's question is, "Did you 
sacrifice?" 

 

What we intend to do for Christ and our church needs to be done NOW! 

Only Sacrifice Will Lead To Victory 
Dear Jesus, My heart is broken as I realize the sacrifice You made for me. But, my 

spirit soars and my heart is mended as I realize in my own way and with that which 
You have placed in my care, I can sacrifice for You. 

  
Thank You for Your love gift for me. Accept my love gift to You. 



 

Saturday, August 29, 2020 

THE CHRISTIAN’S STEWARDSHIP RESPONSE 

Our Victory 
 

When Woodrow Wilson was President of the United States he once 
said, "I would rather fail in a cause that I know someday will triumph than 
to triumph in a cause that I know some day will fail!" This is a great concept 
and I am sure we would all agree. Isn't it wonderful however that we can 
today succeed in a cause that we know will be victorious -our Rooted In 
Him program. 

 
Certain characteristics are evident in every victory. We can see these 

in the great victory of God's people in the Battle of Jericho when the "walls 
came tumbling down." (Joshua 6) 

I. First: notice that Obedience Precedes Victory. 
 
God commanded and the people obeyed. They were to march about 
the great and powerful walled city of Jericho seven times. They were 
to circle the city and then to blow their trumpets and shout when 
commanded to. Everyone was commanded to participate. What a 
test of faith! 
 
I am sure some said to themselves, "Why seven times? Once or 
twice will do just as well." Others may have thought, "Why this 
shouting? I am too dignified for that conduct." Yet they obeyed. 
Why? Because they believed God and their leaders. 
 
God commanded all the people to share. Everyone mattered if there 
was to be a victory. The same is true today - you matter. We are 
approaching Commitment Sunday and victory depends on all of us 
being present and doing as God commands. 
 

It is important that everyone be present and obedient - in spirit and 

in person. 
 
Not only was each one to be present, but each was commanded to 
participate. God not only wants you present, but He wants you to 
have that commitment card in hand ready to place it in His hands. 

II. Next: notice that Sacrifice Provides Victory. 
 
The entire nation was commanded to go against the great city with 
its giant walls. They were expected to willingly sacrifice their lives to 
achieve victory. It was this willingness to sacrifice that God used to 
achieve victory. 

 
Today you are not called upon to sacrifice your physical life, but God does 
expect a sacrifice of your financial life. He has led you to a commitment 
you think is impossible. 
 
Perhaps you have questioned him or even argued with Him, but because 
of your love for the Savior you are ready to sacrifice. 
 
My wife was for months in an Alzheimer Care Hospital. As you know, if 
you have had any experience in this area, it is a tremendously expensive, 
24/7 care disease. Even with Medicare and Blue Cross the cost exceeded 
a quarter of a million dollars for hospitals institutional care, medicines, 
doctors, etc. 
 
Frequently friends who were trying to be helpful would say to me 
something like, "It's a shame that after you have worked all your life to 



 

have a comfortable retirement that you now have to spend it all for medical 
bills." 
 
I appreciated their interest and concern, but I usually said, "Not at all, she 
sacrificed for fifty years for me and our labors together for our Lord. Now I 
can do the same for her. It is not that I have to, but I get to." 
 
I am certain you feel the same way about our church. Certainly it is 
expensive to have a vision such as we have. To be sure it is demanding 
to build and maintain facilities such as ours. Yes, it is costly to provide a 
staff that is as trained and talented, as committed and caring as ours. We 
don't have to, but we get to. We get to make it all possible by our sacrifice. 
This is love in action. 
 

III. Finally: Joy Follows Victory 
 
When "the walls came tumbling down" can't you imagine the joy of the 
people? They had sacrificed and obeyed and joy followed. 
 
We do not usually associate joy with sacrifice, but Jesus did. The writer of 
Hebrews points out that Jesus - "for the Joy set before him endured the 
cross ... and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God." (12:2). 
 
This is our anticipation - yes our celebration when we see victory in our 
beloved church for our blessed Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Tomorrow is Commitment Sunday. Pray now! Pray tonight! The Psalmist 
said, "Joy cometh in the morning." So shall it be!! 
 
Be there! Be present with your commitment card in hand ready to place it 
in the nail pierced hands of our Savior. 



 

Thank Him for our victory! 
 
Oh by the way, lest you forget you matter much. Remember the story 
of the doctor in a small French village who was about to retire. He 
had been on call day and night; the people could not afford to pay 
him much, but that had made no difference. He cared for them as he 
was able. 
 
As the day of his retirement approached the people wished to make 
a concrete expression of their gratitude and affection. It was 
proposed that on a given day, since they had so little money to give, 
they each bring a pitcher of wine from their own cellars and pour it 
into a large barrel placed in the village square, which in turn would 
be presented to the doctor, as an expression of their affection and 
gratitude. 
 
The day arrived and all day long the people were seen pouring their 
offerings into the barrel. The evening came and the barrel of wine 
was taken to the doctor's humble residence and presented, with all 
the inevitable speeches. The presentation over, the people went back 
to their homes and the doctor was left alone with the memory of their 
love. He went to the barrel and drew off a bit of wine, then went into 
the house and there sat comfortably by the fire to enjoy it. The first 
sip was a shock. It tasted like water. He sipped again. It was water. 
He went back to the barrel and drew off more, thinking there must 
have been some mistake. But no, the barrel was filled with water. 
 
He called the mayor and the mayor called the assemblymen and 
there were hurried consultations. Then the truth was revealed. 
Everyone in the town had reasoned: "My little pitcher of wine won't 
be missed. I have so little for myself. The others will take care of it. 
The little water I substitute will not be noticed." 
 
It is a tragic story. It is the kind of thing that can and does happen 
when people refuse to accept their responsibilities, and when they 
reason as the Frenchman did - "I have so little for myself. What I have 
to offer won't be missed. The others will take care of it." How often 
people in the church have reasoned, "I have so little, my commitment 
will never be missed. My small increase will not be important. Let the 
others take care of it." 
 
This kind of reasoning in the face of our stewardship of God's gifts is 
nothing less than our withholding from Him that which is rightfully His. 
It is always tragic; tragic for Him as well as for Us. 

 
 

Lord, it is with profound joy that I obey Your call to sacrifice and with the  
commitment card I hold in my hand I will demonstrate my love for You. I will  

turn in my card as an offering to You and participate in the victory! 


