
VEFC Living Hope Series August 02, 2020 

 

1. How have you responded to the many restrictions we have been put under for the pandemic 

response? In the same way, what has been your response to the breakdown of law and order we 

have seen in recent weeks? How do you deal with cumulative or on-going stress? 

2. I Timothy 2:1-3 calls us to pray for those in authority. What reasons are given for our prayer? What 

does this passage say about the role of government? About our role in society? 

3. “Christianity provided a transcendent spiritual end which gave Wester culture its dynamic purpose. It 

furnished the soul for Western civilization and provided its moral legitimization.i”  

In what ways is the American experiment dependent on the “two cities” fulfilling their respective 

roles? How has this been successful? In what ways have the lines of authority been blurred? 

4. Hebrews 13:17-19 describes the relationship of church members to church leadership. From this 

passage, make a list of roles and responsibilities for each, leaders and members. In what ways would 

this also apply to our relationship to the government? 

5. How can we, as Christians, influence the direction of our government? To what extent should 

Christians be involved in government? How should we respond if government oversteps its 

authority? 

6. Peter tells us to live as people who are free (I Peter 2:16). Describe the many aspects of our personal 

freedom in Christ. What promises and identities come from our salvation? How do these assurances 

give us freedom to submit to authorities as is our calling? 

7. How does our Living Hope in Christ help us to navigate these issues? See John 13:1,  I Peter 1:3-9, 

2:11-12. 

8. Memorize I Peter 2:16 this week. 

 
i Historian Christopher Dawson as quoted in Kingdoms in Conflict; Page 47, Charles Colson, William Morrow and 
Zondervan Publishing, 1987 


