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First Sunday of Advent: (November 28) 

Luke 1:5-25; 67-80 

Advent Theme: Prophet 

The first angelic visit in the gospels is to the priest Zechariah, 
husband of Elizabeth, the cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  
Like so many other stories of God’s salvation in the Scriptures, 
this story begins with a barren woman.  Elizabeth has no child.  
And yet, the angel’s message to Zechariah is that Elizabeth will 
bear a son, and that his son would play an important role in 
God’s plan of salvation.  His child would be the prophet that 
Isaiah foretold would prepare the way for God’s Anointed, the 
Messiah (Isaiah 40:1).  Zechariah’s son, John, was given a 
prophetic ministry like the prophets of old who were anointed 
as God’s, mouthpieces to the nation of Israel.  In this way, his 
ministry foreshadowed the ministry of Jesus, the Anointed 
One, would speak the words of God and make known the way 
of His salvation to us. 

   

Today we light a candle to celebrate Jesus as Prophet.  By 
lighting this candle we begin a season celebrating the coming 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh (John 1:14). 

________________________________________ 
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Family Devotion Time: 

THEME:  

Jesus is Prophet.  We should listen to Him. 

(as you read the Advent Theme light the Advent Candle and 
talk about how Jesus is a prophet like John the Baptist and the 
prophets of old).  

Begin by singing “Come Thou Long-expected Jesus” or a 
favorite Christmas song 

Read Hebrews 1:1-4 together. 

 The writer of Hebrews says that God spoke through the 
prophets and in the last days he has spoken by his Son 
Jesus.  What are the implications of that?  (If God has 
spoken how should we respond to him?) 

 Discuss: what do you think the writer of Hebrews 
means when he says that God has spoken to us through 
Jesus’ coming into the world? (What does it mean that he 
is the “radiance of the glory of God” and the “exact 
imprint of his nature”?) 

Read the story of Zechariah and the angel together (Luke 1:5-
25).  

Then read Zechariah’s song upon the birth of his son John 
(Luke 1:67-80) 
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Read and discuss Westminster Confession of Faith Shorter 
Catechism: 

Q#24.  How does Christ execute the office of a prophet? 

A#        Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing  
        to us, by his word and Spirit, the will of God for our           

          salvation.   

Pray through the A.C.T.S. model.   

 First, adore God for his desire to speak to us and 
make known to us the way of salvation.     

 Second, confess how you have failed to listen to his 
words. 

 Give thanks for Jesus.  He is the Word made flesh.  
He has come to make known to us the way of God’s 
salvation. 

 Supplication- Ask the Holy Spirit to make you 
attentive to God’s word 

Conclude by singing “O Come Let Us Adore Him”  

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him born the King of angels 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
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Second Sunday of Advent (December 5th) 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Advent Theme: Priest 

The second angelic visit in the gospels is to Joseph, the father 
of Jesus.  Joseph is a faithful and just Jew (and descendent of 
King David), first considering how he might honor the Law and 
love his betrothed and then, upon the angel’s visit, remaining 
steadfast to this new command from God concerning the child 
in Mary’s womb.  His name would be Jesus, the angel told him, 
because he would “save his people from their sins” (Matthew 
1:21).  He would be a priest.   The priests in the Old Testament 
were anointed as God’s servants and charged with making 
sacrifices to God on behalf of the people.  They did this “day 
after day”- a reminder that the blood of bulls and goats cannot 
take away sins.  But Jesus, the Anointed One, has appeared 
“once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by offering 
the sacrifice of himself” (Hebrews 9:26).  Not only that, he was 
raised and ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father making continual intercession for us, 
his people.  

 

Today we light a candle to celebrate Jesus as Priest.  His 
priestly work makes it possible for us, in the words of the 
writer of Hebrews, to draw near to God to seek the help we 
need in our weakness.  
________________________________________ 
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Family Devotion Time: 

THEME: Jesus is Priest.  We should love Him. 

Light the first Advent candle and remind the children that it 
symbolizes Jesus’ prophetic office.   

Light the second Advent Candle which symbolizes Jesus’ 
priestly office and discuss what it means that Jesus is our great 
high priest.  

Begin by singing a favorite Christmas song 

Read the story of Joseph and the angel (Matthew 1:18-25). 

 The angel tells Joseph, “Do not be afraid.”  Why do you 
think Joseph was afraid? 

 What does the name Jesus mean?  How is it that he will 
save his people from their sins?  (Ask the children to 
summarize the gospel for you.) 

 Explain how Jesus is Emmanuel.  He is both God and 
man.   

Read and discuss Westminster Confession of Faith Shorter 
Catechism: 

Q#25.  How does Christ execute the office of a priest? 

A#       Christ executes the office of a priest, in his once   
      offering up of himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine  
      justice, and reconcile us to God, and in making  
      continual intercession. 
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Pray through the A.C.T.S. model.   

 First, adore God for his mercy and grace.    

 Second, confess how you seek to make yourself 
presentable to him through your good works.     

 Give thanks for Jesus.  He has satisfied divine 
justice.  He has reconciled us to God.  He stands 
before God the Father in heaven making continual 
intercession for us. 

 Supplication- Ask the Holy Spirit to increase your joy 
in Jesus this Christmas. 

 

Conclude by singing “O Come Let Us Adore Him”  

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him born the King of angels 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
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Third Sunday of Advent (December 12th)  

Luke 1:26-55 

Advent Theme: King 

The third angelic visit in the gospels is to Mary, the mother of 
Jesus.  The child in her womb, conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, would be a great king.  This was the angel’s 
message: “He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High.  And the Lord God will give him the throne of his 
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.”    The kings of Israel 
were anointed to lead God’s people and to bring about his 
purposes on the earth.  However, they were corrupted by 
power and wealth and were known for their violence and 
injustice.   Jesus, the Anointed One, is the true King.  He will 
execute justice and bring God’s shalom into the world by 
conquering evil once and for all.  

 

Today we light a candle to celebrate Jesus our King.  He is the 
promised Son of David who has come to heal the world and 
make all things new!  We long to see his kingdom come and his 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Family Devotion Time: 

THEME: Jesus is King.  We should obey Him. 

Light the first Advent candle and remind the children that it 
symbolizes Jesus’ prophetic office.  

Light the second Advent Candle which symbolizes Jesus’ 
priestly office.  

Light the third candle and talk about how Jesus is King. 

Begin by singing a favorite Christmas song 

Read the story of Mary and the angel (Luke 1:26-55). 

 What is a family rule you don’t like much? … Why do 
you think the rule exists?   

 How does the Law “show s how to live, how to be close 
to God, and how to be happy”?  Explain how the Law of 
God is not a bad thing but a good thing because it shows 
us how life works best.  Help your children see that it is 
unbelief that causes us to doubt God’s goodness in giving 
us “laws.” 

Read and discuss Westminster Confession of Faith Shorter 
Catechism: 

Q#26.  How does Christ execute the office of a king? 
A#       Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to  

      himself, in ruling and defending us, and in  
      restraining and conquering all his and our enemies. 
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Begin praying through the A.C.T.S. model.   

 First, adore God for his sovereignty.   

 Second, confess how you long to control your life.  
Confess how much you hate the idea of Jesus 
subduing your heart to himself.    

 Give thanks for Jesus.  He is our Champion.  Through 
his life, death, and resurrection he has conquered 
sin and death.  He is a kind and gentle King. 

 Supplication- Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a new 
heart to obey God’s law. 

 

Conclude by singing “O Come Let Us Adore Him” 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him born the King of angels 

 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent (December 19th) 

Luke 2:1-21 

Advent Theme: Messiah 

The fourth angelic visit in the gospel is to the shepherds on the 
hillside outside of Bethlehem.     In the days of the one who 
thought of himself as the supreme ruler of the world, another 
would be born.  Though everything about his coming was 
unexpected, though the ones who first got to enjoy his arrival 
were the lowly and forgotten, he is forever proclaimed as the 
one who would truly bring peace on earth.  Messiah means 
“anointed one,” one ceremoniously set apart for the special 
burden of leadership in God’s economy.  It was reserved for 
God’s prophets, priest and kings.  At his birth, Jesus, the true 
Messiah, is not anointed with some sweet smelling expense 
perfume.  Rather, he is set apart by his obscurity.  He is 
consecrated by his lowliness and humility.   

 

Today we light a candle to celebrate Jesus, the Christ.  The 
Messiah.  He is our Prophet, Priest, and King.  His coming into 
the world signals the end of darkness and despair and a joyful 
new beginning.   
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Family Devotion Time: 

THEME: Jesus is the Messiah.  He is Prophet, 
Priest, and King.  We should celebrate him. 

Light the first Advent candle and remind the children that it 
symbolizes Jesus’ prophetic office.  

Light the second Advent Candle which symbolizes Jesus’ 
priestly office.  

Light the third Advent Candle which symbolizes Jesus’ kingly 
office. 

(Ask which of the three- Prophet, Priest, or King- means the 
most to each person in your family this Christmas and why.) 

Light the fourth candle and talk about how Jesus is the 
Messiah.   

Begin by singing a favorite Christmas song. 

 

Read the story of the shepherds and the angels (Luke 2:1-21). 

 Why is it strange that the angels would tell shepherds 
about Jesus’s birth before anybody elese?  How does this 
teach us about the gospel of grace? 

 What is the angel’s message to the shepherds?  How 
does this teach us about how we should celebrate 
Christmas? 
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Begin praying through the A.C.T.S. model.   

 First, adore God for his generous gift of His Son 
which we celebrate at Christmas.   

 Second, confess your selfishness and self-
centeredness.  It is easy to become focused on what 
you will get at Christmastime instead of how you 
can give.  

 Give thanks for Jesus.  He is Prophet, Priest, and 
King. 

 Supplication- Ask the Holy Spirit to produce in you a 
heart of generosity this Christmas that you would 
be more concerned with the needs of others than 
with your own needs.   

 

Conclude by singing “O Come Let Us Adore Him 

O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem 

Come and behold Him born the King of angels 

 

O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 

O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
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