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Who We Are
Grace EP Church is Protestant in heritage, Evangelical in conviction, Presbyterian in governance, and Reformed 
in theology, holding to the doctrines of God’s grace as taught in the Westminster Standards.

OUR MISSION & VISION
Our mission is to glorify God by making disciples as we: worship God faithfully, direct people to the grace found 
in the gospel, and equip His disciples for lives obedient to His Word.

Our vision is to become a vibrant Christian community reflecting the diversity of the South County area where 
lives are being transformed and we are increasingly winning people to Christ.

OUR VALUES 
Our congregation is united around these shared values as we seek a new senior pastor and desire to afford 
him improved opportunities for success.  These expressions of our common life at Grace EP Church are neither 
perfect nor permanent and we commit to reviewing and revising them regularly as we follow God’s leading and 
work in our midst.

1) CHRIST-CENTERED CHURCH
Acknowledging the supremacy of Christ as the sovereign Head of His Church, the source of all we are, and the 
motivation for all we do. Because of Christ and the primacy of His finished work on the cross, we seek to make 
Him the center of all preaching, teaching, and ministry at Grace EP Church.

2) SPIRIT-FILLED WORSHIP 
Responding whole-heartedly to God’s inerrant Word through praise, repentance, hearing of the Word, and 
receiving the Sacraments, in a multi-generational worship service. Jesus says we must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. Therefore we desire to worship the triune God according to His Word in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. At Grace EP Church we seek to provide an authentic & heartfelt worship experience for adults, youth, 
and children.

3) PRAYER-DEPENDENT PEOPLE
Seeking God’s will, power, wisdom, forgiveness, blessing and presence through regular, fervent prayer in the 
power of the Holy Spirit according to His Word.  We are commanded in the Bible to pray without ceasing and 
Jesus says “apart from me you can do nothing”.  Thus we commit to becoming a church sustained by prayer, 
desiring obedience to God’s will, and humbly acknowledging His sovereignty in all things.

4) LIFE-LONG DISCIPLESHIP 
Helping each other mature in our relationship with Christ our Savior by discipling believers, being discipled, 
and making new disciples. According to Scripture, in obedience to the great commission, we equip the saints 
for service and godly living, holding each other accountable and modeling discipleship for the next generation.

5) COMMUNITY-FOCUSED LIVING 
Sharing Christ’s love by building relationships through acts of service to one another, our neighbors and the 
world. As believers we are called to love one another as Christ loved us. We desire that our acts of service and 
outreach would be a reflection of Christ’s love through us.
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Our Story
Our church’s story begins in 1994 with a small 
group of believers from Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Annapolis. With a vision to reach the 
South County area for Christ, they began to pray 
and plan for a daughter Church in that area. That 
church, Grace Evangelical Presbyterian, held its 
first public worship service that fall in the cafeteria 
of Lothian Elementary School with 75 people in 
attendance. In January 2001, our first pastor Dan Smith accepted a call to Annapolis EP, and Grace began the 
search for a new Senior Pastor. Steve Meyerhoff was called as Senior Pastor and installed in the autumn of 
2002. After meeting in local schools for several years, we had our first worship service in our new building in 
Davidsonville on Palm Sunday 2003 where God grew us to an average attendance of 250 people in 2004. 

As we continued to look to the Lord for guidance and growth, a committee examined the next phase of 
building and property expansion in 2012. In 2015, the Session identified four major areas of ministry to focus 
on: Education, Worship, Outreach, and Fellowship. That year, our long-standing food ministry expanded to 
include Grace Café, a well-attended outreach during the hour before distribution. Nick Stalnos came to Grace in 
2016 as Assistant to the Pastor for Youth and Families, and was ordained and called as Assistant Pastor in 2018. 

In 2015 we experienced disagreement over music ministry, and in 2017 over the role of the Associate Pastor 
upon the retirement of our Senior Pastor of fifteen years. Worship attendance declined in 2018, but Grace 
continued to have a strong, committed base of support. In 2018 the Session called Jerry Currin, PCA, as Interim 
Senior Pastor through Interim Pastor Ministries (IPM). An IPM minister helps churches to review the past, fully 
understand the present situation, and prepare for the future. This allows the church to take full advantage of 
the opportunity the interim period affords.

Over the next six months, a Transition Team selected by the Session thoroughly examined all aspects of our 
church. They developed a road map of who we are and where we are going. The Transition Team reviewed 
their report with the congregation in small group meetings. On Sunday, February 24, 2019, the document was 
unanimously approved at a called church meeting. One of the goals of the Transition was to give our new senior 
pastor a head start leading us forward. With the help of our Interim Senior Pastor, we have addressed the past, 
are better organized, and are better prepared for an effective future with our next Senior Pastor.

SUNDAY MORNINGS
Everyone is welcome to join us for worship on Sunday mornings at Grace in Davidsonville.  The Grace church 
property includes 21 acres surrounded by woods and farms where Birdsville Road meets Solomons Island Road 
(Route 2). This is a well-travelled state highway that carries a reported 20,000 cars by the church daily. Many 
people in the area say they know our church as “that pretty country church sitting up on the hill.”

Visitors for Sunday Worship at Grace find an informal blended service at 9:30 am, which includes a variety of 
musical instruments in our sunlit sanctuary with vaulted ceilings and oak pews seating 448. Childcare is provided 
through preschool.  After worship we take time for fellowship over coffee and morning snacks until 11:15 am, 
when Christian education is offered for all ages in several of our eleven classrooms.  Discussion of the sermon 
over coffee is also offered at that time in the fellowship hall. Then once a month, an all church fellowship lunch 
is provided at 12:15 pm.



Our Grace Community
 

MEMBERSHIP AND ATTENDANCE
 • 128 communing members (adult)
 • 31 non-communing members (covenant children) 
 • 106 total family units attending regularly
 • 100-120 average attendance, worship
 • 50 estimated average attendance, Sunday School
 • 30 estimated average attendance, small groups weekly

LEADERSHIP AND BUDGET
 • 8 elders
 • 7 deacons
 • 7 paid staff (2 full-time pastors, 3 part-time staff, and 2 summer interns)
 • Total giving and income of $512K
 • Annual 2019 budget of $510K
 • Mortgage balance at $682K

MINISTRY STAFF
 • Senior Pastor 
 • Assistant Pastor for Youth and Families
 • Office & Communications Manager 
 • Financial Secretary 
 • Music Director (volunteer)
 • Assistant Music Director/Accompanist

All numbers are current as of December 31, 2018
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Ministries of Grace
At Grace we have many opportunities to serve the Lord, including 23 active ministries that are open to 
newcomers and members alike. These include:

 • Women’s Ministry with weekday and Sunday Bible studies, as well as a caring ministry.

 • Youth Ministry meets weekly for games, music, teaching, and small groups. Fun outings and outreach 
events are planned throughout the year. Our purpose is to guide students to maturity in Christ, 
commitment to the Church, and outreach to the world. 

 • Men’s Ministry offers a weekly bible study with a monthly Saturday breakfast speaker series.

 • Food Ministry for 20 years has held a weekly collection of foodstuffs from local stores and distributed 
them to the needy every Saturday morning.

 • Mercy Ministry, operated by our Deacons, meets with church members and other local people who are 
in difficult situations. Using funds from a monthly mercy offering, we provide counseling and financial 
aid to help get through rough patches in their lives.

 • Missions Ministry supports 18 local and world-wide missions, including regional Pregnancy Centers, 
Prison Fellowship, Covenant College, and international missions in France, Canada, and West Africa.

 • Kris-Leigh Ministry brings Sunday worship services to our neighbors at Kris-Leigh Assisted Living once 
a month, just down the road from our campus.

 • Valentine’s Dinner is a well-attended fellowship evening for all adults featuring skits and musical acts.

 • Vacation Bible School reaches between 55 and 100 children, most from outside our church. We have a 
great reputation for providing a safe and fun place to learn more about Jesus, built over 15 years. 

 • Hoedown every fall, with a chili supper for the entire church family, backyard games for all ages, and a 
square dance with live band to close out the evening.

 • Evangelism Annapolis, which provides weekly open air evangelism in the heart of Downtown Annapolis.
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Our Local Community
MARYLAND

Maryland is in the mid-Atlantic region of the United 
States,  one of the thirteen original colonies. Maryland borders Virginia, West 
Virginia, Washington D.C., Pennsylvania and Delaware.  This area is rich in colonial 
and civil war history with an easy drive in any direction to museums, settlements 
and battlefields. Maryland has a variety of landscapes, including sandy dunes 
and seagrass along the Atlantic Ocean, low marshlands teeming with wildlife 
near the Chesapeake Bay, and rolling hills and oak forest between the 
coast and the Appalachian Mountains to the west, giving it the nickname, 
“American in Miniature.”

ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 

Grace Evangelical Presbyterian Church (Grace EP Church) is located 
in southern Anne Arundel County in the semi-rural community of 
Davidsonville. Rolling hills dotted with farms and surburban-like 
communities give Davidsonville its semi-rural feel. 

Anne Arundel County has a total area of 588 square miles, 415 square 
miles of land and 173 square miles of water. Most of the county’s borders 
are defined by water; to the east lies the western shore of the Chesapeake 
Bay, numerous tidal tributaries indent the shoreline, and various rivers, 
creeks, streams, and inlets form peninsulas, or “necks”. The county is 
loosely divided in two; North County and South County with the South 
River dividing the two. 

The area offers a variety of recreational activities as well as cultural 
events. With over 533 miles of coastline, Anne Arundel County is known 
for boating, fishing, crabbing, water skiing, sailing and swimming. For nature lovers, there are two State parks, 
four county regional parks, over 100 community and neighborhood parks and several nature preserves. The 
County also offers numerous greenways, including the 13-mile Baltimore and Annapolis Trail, which connects 
to the 11-mile BWI Airport loop for added activity. Professional sports teams in the area include the Washington 
Redskins, Baltimore Orioles, and the 2018 Stanley Cup Champion Washington Capitals, as well as a wide variety 
of local recreational and youth sports clubs.

All three major airports in the region are easily accessible: Baltimore Washington International, Reagan National 
and Dulles International. Nationally and internationally renowned hospitals in the area include Anne Arundel 
Medical Center, Johns Hopkins, and the University of Maryland, and Washington Hospital Center. Educational 
Opportunities for children abound, including 21 Blue Ribbon public schools, nationally recognized outdoor 
education programs, and award winning Centers for Applied Technology. Anne Arundel Community College is 
a national award winning community college, offering educational opportunities for high schoolers through 
senior adults. Anne Arundel County also has many private and Christian schools, as well as 
co-ops, and umbrella organizations for home schoolers.



Metropolitan Attractions
ANNAPOLIS

Locatd 14 miles to the north of Grace EP, Annapolis, Maryland’s 
capital city, is located on the Chesapeake Bay. Its historic district 
includes 18th-century brick houses and domed Maryland State 
House. On Church Circle, the Romanesque-style St. Anne’s 
Episcopal Church has Tiffany glass windows and an historic 
cemetery. Annapolis also hosts two internationally acclaimed 
boat shows. Although it is the state capital, it has a small town 
feel where one can step into the past and enjoy its colonial 

history, shopping, and dining downtown.

Annapolis is also home to the United States Naval Academy which features waterfront grounds, impressive 
architecture, monuments, naval history museum and collegiate sports. Once a year, the Navy’s elite flight 
demonstration team, the Blue Angels, perform over the Naval Academy.

WASHINGTON, D.C.

As the seat of the federal government of the United States 
and several international organizations, Washington is an 
important world political capital. 30 miles to the west, The 
District is also one of the most visited cities in the world, 
with more than 20 million tourists annually. Washington is 
home to the Smithsonian, the world’s largest museum and 
research complex, with 19 museums, 9 research centers, 
and affiliates around the world. Other museums include The 
Museum of the Bible, Holocaust Museum, Spy Museum, 
Newseum and so much more. Washington is also home to countless parks and recreational activities. 

BALTIMORE

35 miles to the north, Baltimore is the largest city in Maryland and the second-largest seaport in the Mid-
Atlantic. The city’s Inner Harbor was once the second leading port of entry for immigrants to the United States. 

The Inner Harbor now offers many attractions. 
Take some time to stroll the waterfront shops, 
eat in one of the many restaurants, enjoy some 
live entertainment, visit the National Aquarium 
or take a tour of the historic ships. Just a short 
drive from the Inner Harbor is Fort McHenry. It 
was there during the War of 1812 that Francis 
Scott Key penned the poem that would later 
become the National Anthem.
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Our Target Area
Although Grace EP Church’s target area aligns primarily with Maryland Legislative District 7, we have members 
and draw visitors from the surrounding areas in Annapolis, Prince George’s County to the west, and Calvert 
County to the south.

8
All data taken from the U.S. Census Bureau website. Graphs pro-
vided by http://www.censusreporter.org
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Job Description

GRACE EP CHURCH SENIOR PASTOR

May 1, 2019

Grace Evangelical Presbyterian Church is seeking a full-time senior pastor.  We are a 128-member PCA church 
located in Davidsonville, Maryland, which is halfway between Baltimore and Washington, DC.  We have a 
strong foundation of committed believers who stand ready to work alongside the new senior pastor whom 
God calls.  

We are seeking a senior pastor who possesses strong leadership skills and, as God leads, will achieve our 
church’s vision of growing in size and impact.  

 • He will serve as the head of staff, recruiting, training, mentoring, and leading staff and other leaders.  
 • He will serve as the head of worship, overseeing a vibrant, engaging blended music ministry. 
 • He will possess the ability to preach and teach in a dynamic and inspiring manner that enables listen-
ers to hear the gospel message and be open to God’s calling for transformed lives.  

 • He will possess a keen ability to recognize the church’s needs and prioritize them for its health.  
 • He will possess experience in effectively fostering growth through a variety of targeted ministries 
(e.g., small groups, women’s, men’s, youth, young adults, etc.).  

 • He will help us develop creative ways to attract new attendees as we enfold them into the flock.  
 • He will be discerning and self-aware, able to complement his weaknesses and capitalize on his 
strengths.

 • He will love God and His Word, demonstrating that love for God’s people and our community.

The qualified applicant will...

 • hold a Master of Divinity or higher
 • be ordained, or be able to be ordained, in the PCA church
 • have pastoral experience in a mid-sized church, or experience in growing a small church 
 • model a 1 Timothy 3 life
 • If married, have a family supportive of his call

To apply, please mail resume or CV to:   or email them in PDF form to Paula Palmer:

Grace Evangelical Prebyterian Church   palmerpm8@gmail.com
Senior Pastor Search Team
4012 Birdsville Rd
Davidsonville, MD 21035


