
Life Group Questions
God’s Righteousness and Justice

(9/26/21)

-What does it mean that God is righteous?  (Ps 19:7-9, Ps 11:7, I Jn 2:1)

-What does it mean to say that God is Just? (Ps 9:8 & 16, Ps 97:1-2)

-When people say that God is ‘fair’, what are they really saying?  (Ex. 23:2 & 6)

-When it ‘seems’ like God doesn’t apply His justice perfectly, what is usually the issue?  (Psalm 73:
3-5 AND 16-19)

-How would you answer Habakkuk when he can’t understand how God could use evil people like the
Babylonians to disciple His people Judah?

-Why aren’t God’s justice and His love in conflict? (Ex. 34:6-7)

-What is a perfect expression of God’s justice and love that we see in our lives?  (Is. 53:6, Rom.
3:9-10 AND Rom. 3:21-26)

-What are voices in your life that give you doubts as to whether God is really righteous/just?  What are
examples they give of His unrighteous actions or injustices?  How do we respond?

-What is an example of God’s actions that you have struggled with in these areas?  What do we do
when we’re not able to understand God’s ways?

-Who else (besides Himself) does God want to act righteously and justly?  What areas do you see
Christians struggle with in this area?



God’s righteousness means that He is perfect in the formation of His moral law and that
His judgments and actions towards His creation are in perfect conformity with that law.
1) God’s laws, that he governs the universe by, are perfect
2) God acts according to His own laws perfectly

When we say that God is a Just God, we mean that not only does he act in conformity with
his perfect laws, but he also requires his creation to do so as well!  Justice, then, is his
‘official righteousness’ – his requirement that all others also meet his perfect standard of
righteousness!  He is the righteous judge!

God doesn’t show ‘partiality/favoritism’ (what some call ‘fair’)
-All over OT where God condemns people, even judges, for showing favoritism towards

rich, ‘popular’, etc. instead of applying the law evenly.

Sometimes it appears God doesn’t apply His perfect laws perfectly!
-First, the word ‘appears’ is the key!  [Knothole to watch parade example]
-Second, the timing of justice is key.

In the OT, one of the prophets, Habakkuk, really had a dilemma in his mind:  how could
God be using a pagan/awful nation (Babylon) as His instrument to destroy and take his
people, Judah, into captivity??? :

-Judah had been very disobedient, which brought discipline (because of His
righteousness and SIN HAS CONSEQUENCES)

-God used a ‘heathen’ people to be the instrument of his discipline
-But, if you know history, the Babylonians’ final destiny was ruin as well!

We’ve so often seen people who can’t put love and justice together well (dad’s, judges,
Islamic terrorists), it gives us the opinion of ‘either/or’ when it comes to love and
justice.  But this isn’t a Biblical concept!!  God is not schizophrenic!  It’s not that He’s
loving sometimes and other times just!  It’s that God’s love isn’t fully understood – in a
Biblical definition – without including justice!

Our salvation is the perfect expression of the blend of God’s love and justice!!!


