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THIS POSTURE OF THE HEART ASKS THE QUESTION, 
“WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?” IT ALLOWS THE HOLY 

SPIRIT TO CULTIVATE A SENSITIVITY TO OTHERS AND 
FOCUSES ON A CAUSE BIGGER THAN ONE INDIVIDUAL 

LIFE. IT HELPS FULFILL THE MANDATE THAT AS 
CHRIST-FOLLOWERS WE ARE TO VIEW OUR LIVES AS 

LIVING SACRIFICES THAT WE GENEROUSLY GIVE AWAY!

“ASKS THE QUESTION, ‘WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?’”



INSPIRE parents with ideas to create fun, spiritually forming times in the normal 
rhythm of everyday life. 

EQUIP parents to become the spiritual leaders of God’s truth in their own 
households. 

SUPPORT families to engage their communities and change the culture         
around them. 
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We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who 
causes spiritual growth and formation when and as He chooses. As 
such, we have articulated 10 distinct environments to create in your 
home. We desire to create spiritual space, which we refer to as an 
environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

The environment of SERVING encourages a posture of the heart 
that asks the question, “What needs to be done?” It allows the 
Holy Spirit to cultivate sensitivity to others and reminds us that we’re 
called to a cause bigger than our own individual lives. It helps fulfill 
the mandate that, as followers of Jesus, we’re to view our lives as 
living sacrifices we generously give away!

“What needs to be done?” What if you and I and our kids 
walked into every situation, with every person, and simply asked 
this question? Somebody’s crying. "What needs to be done? Does 
she need to be left alone? Does she need to be hugged? Does she 
need to talk to someone? Does she need someone to pray for her?"

Selfishly, I don’t always want to answer that question the way I 
know the Holy Spirit wants me to. But when we hear God's voice and respond to it, we enter a very rich environment 
that enables us to lead an others-centered life. What might it look like if we started pursuing this posture of serving 
with our children from an early age … teaching them to walk into any situation asking, “What needs to be done?” 
Wow—we’d live in a different world!
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Things you won’t want to miss:
• Parent blogs to inspire you

• Mobile-friendly format

• Lots of downloadable giveaways

• Marketplace to purchase article bundles and more!

The website is filled with fresh ideas and creative resources to help you spiritually parent 
your children.

WWW.HOMEFRONTMAG.COM
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible practice to engage in as a family. But words in and of 
themselves will not necessarily transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words who transforms. We come 
to know God more when we’re willing to open our hearts and listen to His Holy Spirit through the 
words we memorize. Have fun with this verse, and think of creative ways to invite your family to open up 
to God as they commit the verse to memory.

Consider purchasing an 8" x 10" frame to hold your family memory verse each month!

FAMILY VERSE

Debbie Guinn
Editor in Chief | New Life Church
debbie@homefrontmag.com

When it came time to assemble ideas for this November issue we were 
a bit stumped. How do we create environments of SERVING during a 
month that, for most of us, focuses on thankfulness? How do we answer 
the question, “What needs to be done?” while at the same time living in 
a posture of gratitude? So, we turned to Scripture—we searched God’s 
Word and He was faithful to direct us to our FAMILY TIME VERSE 
(page 5 )—1 Samuel 12:24 (NiRV), “But be sure to have respect for the 
LORD. Serve him faithfully. Do it with all your heart. Think about the 
great things he has done for you.” Serve the Lord faithfully, with all our 
hearts, and think about the great things He has done for us. When I 
think about all that God has done for me, how can I not be filled with 
gratitude? 

In this month’s GOD’S WORD (page 28) we are reminded of the 
story in Luke chapter 17 where Jesus heals 10 lepers but only one 
returns to thank Him. Jesus makes it clear that this man’s expression 
of gratitude is an act of service to God. Jesus interprets gratitude as 
worship. TOUGH TOPICS (page 44) shares a story about choosing 
gratitude even in a difficult situation. Sometimes saying “thank you” 
is insanely painful—when the prognosis is bad, when we are in the 
throes of grief—whispering these words in those times is an act of 
service literally answering the question, “What needs to be done?” Our 

PRAYER article (page 16) answers the question, “Who needs to be thanked?” with a creative way that will get your 
entire family involved. All in all, this issue is filled with new ways to think about the environment of SERVING. 

During this season of thankfulness our HomeFront team is reminded how thankful we are for each one of you 
who are sharing God’s love and doing the hard work to invest in this next generation. “For God is not unfair. How 
can he forget your hard work for him, or forget the way you used to show your love for him—and still do—by helping his 
children?”  Hebrews 6:10 (TLB) Keep it up—we are right here with you! 

EDITOR’S NOTE

LET’S BE SOCIAL!

homefrontmagsphomefrontsp homefrontsp homefrontsp

Share your photos using the hashtag #homefrontmag

Debbie is the Editor in Chief of HomeFront magazine. She has more than 25 years of experience working in children’s and family 
ministries. She is passionate about equipping parents to become leaders of God’s truth in their own households. She is a recent transplant 
to Austin, TX, where she spends her free time enjoying her four grandchildren and perusing antique stores. 





SERVING | homefrontmag.com6

C O N T E N T S

FAMILY VERSE

CAPTURING THE SEASON

WORSHIP

CONVERSATION STARTERS

TRADITIONS

PRAYER

CORNUCOPIA

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

WHO NEEDS TO BE THANKED?

GO GREET THE PEOPLE

5

8

10

14

15

STORYTELLING

CREATE

GAME TIME

FAMILY TIME RECIPE

KIDS IN THE KITCHEN

GOD'S WORD

THE FIRST FRIENDSGIVING

THANKFUL UTENSIL HOLDERS

PIE IN MY FACE

BITE-SIZED PUMPKIN PIES

18

20

22

24

26

LEFTOVER PIE

15 GO GREET THE PEOPLE 10 WHAT’S IN A NAME?

Family

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING
16

WHERE ARE THE OTHER NINE?
28

Faith



SERVING | homefrontmag.com7

C O N T E N T S

TOT TIME RHYME

BLESSING

TAKING ACTION

GLOBAL

STUDENT ID MIDDLE SCHOOL

SIT AT HOME

HOPE FOR ORPHANS

GRENADA?

THE WONDERFUL YEARS

30

31

32

34

36

STUDENT ID HIGH SCHOOL

EVERYDAY MOM BLOG

EVERYDAY DAD BLOG

TOUGH TOPICS

MARRIAGE

SPIRITUAL GRANDPARENTING

TOO BUSY TO BLESS

THE GOOD ENOUGH DAD

CHOOSING GRATITUDE

OPPOSITES ATTRACT

HANDING DOWN YOUR FAITH

40

46

42

44

48

Food Fun

26 BITE-SIZED PUMPKIN PIES 22 PIE IN MY FACE

Inspire, Equip, Support

38
INITIATOR OF FIRST IMPRESSIONS



SERVING | homefrontmag.com8

The word “cornucopia” comes from two Latin words: cornu meaning horn and 
copia meaning plenty. The cornucopia has become a symbol of thankfulness for 
all of the good things life has brought to us. This month, having fun making and 
filling this horn of plenty while thanking God for all He has provided for you!

Cornucopia 
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capturing the season
family time

of burlap, folding the burlap over the rim. 

Hot glue the burlap on the rim to the burlap on the 
other side of the chicken wire. 

4. Wrap the exterior. Cut four to five strips of burlap 
4 inches wide by about 40 inches long. Wrap the 
first strip around the cornucopia, overlapping the 
burlap rim by about 1 inch, and hot glue this strip 
in place. Have the ends meet on the bottom of the 
cornucopia so they are not visible.

Continue wrapping 
the strips of 
burlap around 
the cornucopia, 
overlapping the 
strips and hot gluing 
them in place. As 
the cornucopia 
narrows, you will 
not need the entire length of the 40-inch strip of 
burlap. Just cut off any excess and make the ends 
meet underneath the cornucopia.

Squeeze some hot glue in the tail end of the burlap 
and pinch it closed. 

5. Create raffia ropes. The body of the cornucopia 
is complete, but adding ropes of raffia gives the 
cornucopia a rustic look while hiding the seams of 
the burlap strips. 
Start by gathering a 
bunch of raffia that 
is about 1/2 inch 
thick and 40 inches 
long, and tie a knot 
at one end with a 
roll of twine. Do not 
cut the twine yet.

Twist the twine around the raffia at 2- to 3-inch 
intervals to form a rope.

When you get to the end of the raffia rope, cut the 
twine and tie a knot with it. The messier your raffia 
rope is, the better it looks. All those loose, random 
pieces of raffia will make the cornucopia look more 
natural.

Hot glue the raffia rope to the cornucopia. If the 
raffia is longer than you need, just overlap it for 
thicker coverage.

6. Fill your cornucopia. Fill your cornucopia with 
fruits, vegetables, and flowers as a reminder of all 
God constantly provides for us—remind your family 
that we have much to be thankful for!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 24” x 24” piece of poultry netting (chicken wire)

• cut-resistant gloves 

• metal snips or wire cutters 

• flexible measuring tape 

• burlap (3 yards)

• scissors 

• hot glue gun 

• twine 

• raffia

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Cut the wire. You 
can purchase chicken 
wire, or poultry 
netting, at the 
hardware store. Put 
on your heavy-duty 
gloves, and unroll 
the chicken wire. Use 
metal snips or wire 
cutters to cut a piece about 24 inches long, so you 
have a 24-by-24-inch square piece of chicken wire.  
Flatten this square by bending it back where it 
curves.

2. Shape the wire. With one corner of the square 
piece facing you, roll the chicken wire into a cone 
shape, allowing the left and right edges to overlap 
so the opening of the cone is about 12 inches in 
diameter.

To keep the cone from unraveling, hook the cut 
wire ends to the other side of the chicken wire. 
Twist the wire ends; the chicken wire will maintain 
its shape.

Because you started with a square, one corner 
of the chicken wire will be sticking out of the 
opening after you form the cone. Bend this corner 
into the opening, using the loose wire ends to 
connect this flap to the adjacent chicken wire.

Bend the small end of the cone to form the 
cornucopia's curved tail. 

3. Attach a burlap lining. Use a tape measure to 
determine the circumference of the cornucopia's 
opening.

Cut a piece of burlap about 3 inches wider than 
the circumference of the opening and about 24 
inches long. 

Line the interior of the cornucopia with this piece 

by Debbie Guinn
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What 's in a Name?
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family time

worship

My two-year-old threw the most epic tantrum of 
her young life last week. As I held her rigid body 
tightly in my arms, dodging angry kicks and blows, I 
silently screamed heavenward in frustration.

I don’t know what I’m doing here, God; tell me 
what to do!

The answer settled in my heart instantly: 

REMIND HER WHO SHE IS.

So I wrapped my arms even more tightly around 
her and began speaking softly into her ear.

“You are safe. You are loved.”

Her thrashing slowly eased.

“You are forgiven. You are accepted.”

Her taut muscles began to relax.

“You are delightful. You are kind. And you are a 
child of God.”

With one final shuddering breath, she melted 
into my arms, every last trace of fury evaporated. 

All because I had called my daughter by Name.

THE POWER IN A NAME

Our heavenly Father loves to be Named, to hear 
His majesty and glory verbally called forth. One 
of the easiest and most powerful forms of worship 
is simply reflecting on His goodness and speaking 
it aloud: “You are faithful. You are good. You are 
worthy of my praise.”
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by Brittany Woodward
Brittany is a born-and-bred Oklahoman living in the heart of Tornado Alley with her husband and two young daughters. She is a 
homeschooling mama by day, an aspiring picture book author by night, and a lover of literature, worship, fitness, The Office, and coffee (give 
her allllll the coffee).

Blog letterstomylittles.com

Facebook Letters to my Littles

But how often do we remember to call forth the 
Names of our children, our spouses, or even the 
neighbors we just met last week?

We have all been Named, called out of death 
and darkness by a loving and gracious Father who 
deemed us worthy of His Son; Who sought us in our 
brokenness and Named us “Whole;” Who loved us 
in our shame and Named us “Forgiven;” and Who 
reached into our ugliness and Named us “Beautiful.” 

As image-bearers of Christ, we share this sacred 
responsibility to speak life to a dying world. But 
“the tongue … is a restless evil, full of deadly poison” 
(James 3:8), and far too often we allow the frustrations 
and disappointments of daily life to hinder us from 
ushering in the light and restoration of the gospel with 
the power of our speech.

We may be tired. We may be overwhelmed. And, 
like my desperate cry regarding my two-year-old, 
we may be struggling with the knowledge that we 
sometimes have no idea what we’re doing. But we 
cannot simply choose not to be Namers. No, to refuse 
the weighty burden of Naming is to fling wide the door 
to destruction, for there is no neutrality in the battle of 
the tongue. 

Because the simple truth is this: whether it’s our 
children, our spouses, or the neighbors down the 
street, God has handpicked individuals and placed 
them in our lives for a reason. And if we choose not to 
Name them, somebody else will.

Our self-centered culture seeks to Name my 
daughters Burdens; simple mistakes in the workplace 
seek to Name my perfectionist husband Failure; and 
the crushing weight of a life that has gone totally 
off the rails seeks to Name that neighbor I just met 
Hopeless. But when I remain spiritually alert and 
partner with Christ to seek out true identities, I have 
the opportunity to Name my daughters Blessings, my 
husband Success, and my neighbor Sure, Steadfast, 
and Anchored (Hebrews 6:19).

And sometimes, just knowing your true Name 
changes everything.

GRATEFUL WORSHIP

At its core, worship is an expression of gratitude. 
And we can take gratitude a step further by Naming 
specific characteristics or services for which we are 
thankful. Just as Moses commanded the Israelites in 
Deuteronomy 6:7 to “Impress [these commandments] 
on your children. Talk about them when you sit at 
home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up,” so we too can cultivate 
lives of worship by habitually speaking life and calling 
out our loved ones’ true Names.

For example, when my girls complete a household 
chore without being asked, I don’t just thank them—I 
specifically tell them, “You are so considerate. God 
made you a wonderful helper!” And when my husband 
has put in an especially long day at work, I don’t just 
thank him for his efforts—I remind him, “You are a 
wonderful provider. You take care of your family so 
well.” 

In this season where gratitude takes center stage, 
work together as families to not only express your 
thanks, but also to call out the specific Names that 
need to be recognized. Instead of just delivering 
seasonal cookies to teachers and coaches, encourage 
your children to also write uplifting notes Naming 
them Appreciated, Gifted, and Valued. As you set 
the table for your family’s Thanksgiving celebration, 
consider adding a spiritual Name to each person’s 
place card. And as you share the things for which you 
are most grateful, search Scripture together as a family 
to discover the Names of God that revealed more of 
His character to you over the past year: Jehovah-Jireh 
(Provider), Jehovah-Rafah (Healer), Jehovah-Nissi 
(Banner, Victory), etc.

When we allow a spirit of gratitude to permeate 
every corner of our homes, I believe we will see our 
families rise up and seek to view each day and each 
individual who crosses our paths through God’s eyes. I 
believe they will begin to embrace the knowledge that 
their Creator is always worthy of their praise.

And I believe they will never forget their true Names.

family time

worship
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family time

worship

EL SHADDAI (LORD 
GOD ALMIGHTY)

YAHWEH (LORD, 
JEHOVAH)

JEHOVAH NISSI 
(THE LORD MY 
BANNER)

EL ELYON (THE 
MOST HIGH GOD)

JEHOVAH SHAMMAH 
(THE LORD IS 
THERE)

ELOHIM (GOD)

ADONAI (LORD, 
MASTER)

JEHOVAH-RAAH 
(THE LORD MY 
SHEPHERD)

JEHOVAH 
MEKODDISHKEM 
(THE LORD WHO 
SANCTIFIES YOU)

JEHOVAH RAPHA 
(THE LORD THAT 
HEALS)

EL OLAM (THE 
EVERLASTING GOD)

JEHOVAH TSIDKENU 
(THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS)

QANNA (JEALOUS)

JEHOVAH JIREH 
(THE LORD WILL 
PROVIDE)

JEHOVAH SHALOM 
(THE LORD IS 
PEACE)

JEHOVAH SABAOTH 
(THE LORD OF 
HOSTS)

Names of God
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conversation starters
family time

by Sarah Chandler
Hailing from Auburn, AL, Sarah now lives with her husband and four children in Colorado Springs, CO. After investing 12 years in 
children’s and youth ministries, she now gives her time caring for her husband, children, and home. She enjoys leading small groups, 
reading, jogging, spending time outside with her family, and watching Auburn football (especially when they win).

“I never want to go to Uganda ever again!” my six-year-old exclaimed from the back seat of our van. But after 
enduring the weekly wrestling match of getting our family of six ready for church and out of the door on time, I 
wasn’t in any place to engage him in this conversation during the short ride to church. After spending two-and-a-
half months in Africa over the summer, I had my guesses as to why this was on his heart on a Sunday morning, but 
I decided to take a few deep breaths (and his rest time) before “going there” with him.

Later that evening, I decided it was time to approach the subject with him. While I knew he had loved many 
things about our summer abroad doing mission work, there was one part he and his two big brothers hadn’t 
been able to come to terms with. Each Sunday we had visited a new church, and each week, we sent our kids 
to children’s church. At one church in particular, our children were the only “mzungus” (foreigners), and it was 
clear that some of the other children had never spent much time around Caucasians. They were fascinated 
with our kids’ skin, hair, and accents. The Ugandans were being kind, but it was the first time my boys had ever 
experienced what it felt like to be “different.” They went from knowing what was comfortable and expected—
normal—to trying to figure out exactly how they fit in.

And can I be honest? I’m so thankful they had this experience, especially during their early elementary years. 
I hope they never forget how they felt in those moments of being watched, studied, loved—but from a distance. It 
planted a seed that I pray grows roots down deep and branches up tall; I pray it leads them to provide covering 
and love to those around them who need a friend, but appear “different.” It has led to many conversations already 
about bravely seeing those who feel unseen, loving those who feel unloved (and maybe even unlovable), and 
caring for those who might otherwise be on the margins. It’s been a great reminder that heaven is going to be full 
of people from every walk of life, looking so wonderfully and uniquely different from each of us. 

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING

Look up Proverbs 17:17 together.

• Besides love and steadfastness, what are the qualities that make a good friend?

• Is there anyone in our community who needs a friend? How can we reach out and be that friend this week?

• Are there any people who need noticing whom we might not have noticed before now?

• Are there any grown-ups we could thank for the work they have done, who serve without many people 
noticing their efforts?

• Who are some friends we thank for loving us, even on our rough days?

Who Needs to be Thanked ?
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by Becky Grothe
Becky is the Executive Pastor of Membership and Guest Relations at New Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO. Graduates of Oral 
Roberts University, Becky and her husband, David, have served in pastoral ministry for 40 years. Becky and David have four married 
children and 12 grandchildren.

traditions
family time

“Go greet the people.” A simple phrase that 
began as a lesson in loving people has become the 
distinctive of our family. 

Pastoral ministry has been the focus of our family 
for 40 years. As pastors, each Sunday we arrived 
90 minutes prior to the services to prepare the 
sanctuary, rehearse the choir, and do anything else 
that needed to be done before thousands of people 
began pouring through our doors.

We felt strongly that when we had children they 
would learn what it meant to be a Grothe; to serve 
and care for others by serving right alongside us. 
One of our life Scriptures has been Romans 15:1–2, 
“Those of us who are strong and able in the faith 
need to step in and lend a hand to those who falter, 
and not just do what is most convenient for us. 
Strength is for service, not status. Each one of us 
needs to look after the good of the people around 
us, asking ourselves, ‘How can I help?’”(MSG). 
So, from the time our twin daughters were 
born—followed soon after by our son and another 
daughter—they were right there with us every time 
the church doors opened. In our family, being one 
of the pastor’s kids didn’t mean there were special 
privileges; it meant greater responsibility.

When Christine and Jessica were about three 
years old, we began to encourage them to “Go greet 
the people.” We taught them to approach people, 

look them in the eye, extend their hands, and greet 
them. Soon, little brother Daniel and little sister 
Anna followed suit. They each felt right at home in 
our church and were very comfortable making sure 
people felt welcome, seen, and known.

It was beautiful how the Holy Spirit directed 
their little steps to search out the ones who needed 
to feel loved … Omar, Phyllis, Bear, Vollie, Betty, 
Horace, Ruth, Peter, Dorothy, Will, Jean … so many 
precious people.

As our children grew older they began serving in 
Children’s Church. They set up the room, welcomed 
the new children, led worship, prayed for others, 
and then worked until everything was cleaned up 
and put away.

Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day for two 
decades was our day as a family to go to a local 
nursing center to love those who were often 
forgotten. When we walked in the door, our children 
were off to “greet the people” room by room and to 
invite them to gather around the piano with us to 
sing their favorite hymns.

Our little “greeters” are now married with 
children of their own who are growing up in a 
society where face-to-face interaction has been 
replaced by screens. It is our prayer that our 
children and grandchildren will continue to bring 
hope to the hopeless as they “go greet the people.”

Go Greet the People
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Thanksgiving is a time to thank God, not just for what He has done for us, but for the 
people He has done it through. God works through each of us to bring His kingdom 
to earth. Some teach, some preach, some host parties, some comfort us when we’re 
sad. Consider the last couple of weeks. Has someone lent you a helping hand? Has 
anyone reminded you of the truth when you needed it most? Has someone given you 
an unexpected gift? Has anyone prayed with you? Stop and thank God for those people 
right now.

As you consider the people God has used to bless you, grab a poster board to make 
a chart! Using a thick marker, divide the poster into thirds vertically, and draw at least 10 
horizontal lines across. Write three headings at the top: Who, What, and How. Beneath 
Who, write the names of the people God brought to mind. Next to each person’s name 
and beneath What, write ways they have blessed you. Beneath How, write one unique 
way you want to thank them! Do this exercise once a week throughout the month. Let’s 
serve the people who have already served us through a spirit of thankfulness.

Here are some ways you might demonstrate thankfulness: 

• Make something (artwork, favorite food, craft, etc.).

• Write a thank you card.

• Sing a thank you song.

• Ask them how you can pray, and then pray! 

As servants of Christ, we serve by responding to the needs of those around us. 
Sometimes what someone needs is to be thanked for the good works they have done. 
When we thank people, we are reminding them that God is alive and working through 
them, even if they don’t realize it! We are letting them know we do not take their 
generosity for granted. We are reminding ourselves of how much we need other people. 
And we are giving glory to God for what He is doing through others.

by Anna Sargeant 
Anna Sargeant is the Director of Children’s Curriculum and a staff editor at The Austin Stone Community 
Church in Austin, TX. She has written two books for children: The 52-week Bible Story Devotional with 
B&H Kids and The Gospel for Little Ones published through The Austin Stone. When Anna is not writing 
or editing, she enjoys reading a great book, biking around town, and frequenting favorite coffee shops and 
restaurants.

family time

prayer

Prayers of Thanksgiving
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family time

prayer
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family time

storytelling

The First 
Friendsgiving
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family time

storytelling

Claire's mom sat on the edge of her bed with a sigh. 
Claire had heard this sigh a lot lately. Her family seemed 
to feel really sad all the time since her dad lost his job a 
couple of months ago. 

“What can't we do now?” Claire asked. 

With a wince, her mom replied, “Oh, Claire. I'm 
so sorry. But we just don't have the money to go to 
Grandma’s for Thanksgiving this year.” 

“Mooooooommm! No! That's not fair! All of my 
cousins will be there! We ALWAYS go to Grandma’s. It’s 
like it won’t even be Thanksgiving.” Claire flopped over 
and buried her head in her pillow. 

“Claire, we will find a way to be thankful. Let's both 
just pray about what needs to be done.” With that, her 
mom left Claire to fall asleep as she prayed, “God, I don't 
see how you’re going to help with this one.”

The next day, everything felt even sadder. Claire 
moped through the halls at school. Her best friend, 
Hannah, ran up behind her, “Good morning, Claire!” 
Usually, Claire was thankful for Hannah's cheerful 
greetings, but not today. “What's wrong?”

“We can't go to my grandma’s for Thanksgiving this 
year. It’s gonna stink. Our family will be all alone.” Claire 
held back tears as she answered.

“That does stink! Hey, my family doesn’t have 
anywhere to go either. All of my aunts and uncles and 
cousins live across the country, and to fly my family there 
would be crazy expensive, so we are doing Thanksgiving 
alone too.” Hannah had a big family, so they made their 
own crowd at a family dinner. But somehow, Claire 
didn’t feel so alone anymore.

That night they went to church, and Pastor Tom 
could see the disappointment still written all over 
Claire’s face. “Hey, Claire, why so sad?" he asked with 
concern. Claire once again told him the story of why 
they couldn’t go to Grandma’s. He responded, “I totally 
get it. Because we have a service on Wednesday night, 
and then again on Saturday, my family doesn’t have time 
to travel for Thanksgiving. So we have to stay here as 
well.” Claire was starting to formulate a new idea—what 
if they could all do Thanksgiving together?

After sleeping a little better than the night before, 
Claire walked into class the next day with her head held 
a little higher. As she entered the classroom, her teacher, 
who was pregnant and due around Thanksgiving, called 
out to her, “Claire! You look much happier today than 
yesterday!” 

Claire turned to her. “Mrs. Brown, what are you doing 
for Thanksgiving this year?” 

Mrs. Brown sighed and touched her growing 
belly, “Funny you should ask that. We can’t travel this 
year because the baby could be born too close to 
Thanksgiving, so we are staying in town.” Wow. Claire’s 
family definitely wasn’t the only family in this position.

At the dinner table that night, Claire stood up and 
announced, “I have an idea! Hannah's family doesn't 
have anywhere to go on Thanksgiving, and Pastor Tom’s 
family doesn't have anywhere to go on Thanksgiving, 
and Mrs. Brown and her family can’t go anywhere for 
Thanksgiving. So, what if instead of THANKSgiving, 
we invited all of our friends who are in town for 
FRIENDSgiving!" 

A smile spread across her mom and dad’s faces. They 
had been so tired looking for a job for her dad, and 
this seemed like the perfect distraction for their weary 
hearts. This felt like a way to serve their friends—it was 
what needed to be done, both to bring joy to their family 
and others!

“Claire, that’s a great idea! Everyone can bring some 
foods to share, and we can cook a turkey. We couldn’t 
have gotten through this season without our friends; this 
is a great way to share our gratitude and thankfulness!” 
Her mom and dad started making plans for the 
Friendsgiving celebration!

Thanksgiving day came, and the friends all gathered. 
Kids ran around the house and yard, food was passed 
around the tables, and everyone brought parts of their 
own family traditions to share. Somehow it all felt like 
one big family.

Claire offered to pray before the meal, “Dear God, 
thank you for our friends. Thank you for giving us each 
other and allowing us to serve each other today. And 
I hope Friendsgiving happens every year! Amen!” 
Everyone responded with a loud “AMEN!” 

STARTING A FRIENDSGIVING TRADITION

Maybe, like Claire, your family doesn’t get to be 
with extended family this year, or maybe your whole 
family could serve other family friends by hosting a 
Friendsgiving celebration! It doesn’t have to be on 
Thanksgiving day, and could be a great way to serve 
friends and family who work on Thanksgiving, college 
students who don't have the ability to travel home, or 
other friends who can’t travel for the holiday by just 
saying, “I’m thankful that you’re my friend!”

by Courtney Wilson
Courtney is the Elementary Director at Christ Community Church 
in the suburbs of Chicago. You can usually find her chasing her 
four amazing kids around with coffee in one hand and a camera in 
the other.
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Thankful Utensil
 Holders

by Debbie Guinn

Practicing gratitude—what a concept! To practice 
something means to repeatedly exercise an activity to 
acquire proficiency in it. Think about that—what if we 
became skillful in the art of gratitude? What if we began 
paying attention to the everyday life right in front of us and 
took the time to thank God? 

These Thankful Utensil Holders can be an easy way to 
start as you encourage your children to practice gratitude. 
Make several and use them throughout the month. In 
the beginning, you may have to help your children pay 
attention to things to be grateful for. As you make your lists, 
encourage your children to stretch beyond family, food, and 
shelter. Those are important, but take time to open their 
eyes to the enormous number of details God surrounds us 
with daily as He cares for us. 

Consider making these utensil holders and using them 
at your Thanksgiving meal too. Be sure to encourage friends 
and extended family to participate and begin practicing 
gratitude as well.  Remember, it’s not happy people who 
are thankful—it’s thankful people who are happy. 

WHAT YOU'LL NEED

• Utensil holder download from                     
bit.ly/thankfulutensilholders

• Cardstock – 1 piece for every 2 holders

• Craft glue

• Scissors

• Embellishments—optional

WHAT YOU'LL DO

1. Download the Utensil Holder template from 
bit.ly/thankfulutensilholders

2. Print as many as you need on your cardstock 
– prints two per page.

3. Cut in half vertically.

4. Fold and glue the edges. 

5. Add embellishments if you wish. Some ideas 
would be burlap, lace, leaves, berries etc. 

family time

create

"I DON'T HAVE TO CHASE EXTRAORDINARY MOMENTS TO FIND HAPPINESS—IT'S RIGHT IN 
FRONT OF ME IF I'M PAYING ATTENTION AND PRACTICING GRATITUDE." —BRENE BROWN

Brene Brown, “Happiness Interview: Brene Brown,” interview by Gretchen Rubin, The Happiness Project, Psychology Today, July 15, 
2011. https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/the-happiness-project/201107/i-dont-have-chase-extraordinary-moments-find-happiness-
its-right
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Pie in My Face
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game time
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• large sheet of construction paper

• permanent marker

• 15 pie tins

• 4–5 cans of whipped cream

• gummy letters 

• 15 small paper squares (optional

BEFORE YOU START

Using a permanent marker on a large sheet of 
construction paper, write:

When filled in at the end of the game, this will read, 
“Who needs to be thanked?” Set the construction 
paper on a table for everyone to see during the game.

Separate your pie tins into three groups. The first 
group of tins will be a set of three, the second group 
will be a set of five, and the third group will be a set of 
seven. For group one, place one gummy letter in each 
tin to spell out the word “who.” Stack the tins on top 
of one another in an order that mixes up the letters. 
Set this stack aside. Do these steps with the next two 
groups of tins and letters. 

If you are not using gummy letters, you may write 
the letters on paper squares instead. Seal each letter 
inside a snack-size bag and place in tins as described 
above. These are going to turn into letter pies!

When you are ready to play, fill the first group of 
tins (three tins spelling “who”) with lots of whipped 
cream, covering each letter. There you have it: letter 
pies!

TIME TO PLAY!

Invite everyone to join you near the construction 
paper. Explain to your family that you’ve written a 
question that needs to be answered. Their job is to fill 
in the missing letters to find out what the question is. 
But there’s a catch! 

Bring out the first group letter pies. Remind 
your family that people love to eat pies during this 
Thanksgiving season and today is their lucky day! 
They must use only their mouths to eat through the 
whipped cream in search of a letter for the mystery 
question. Be sure your family knows that each tin 
contains only one letter.

There will be three rounds, one round per missing 
word. In each round, place the tins (scrambled) in a 
row in front of the players. They must then put their 
hands behind their back and when you say, “go” they 
may begin eating their way to the letter. 

When all of the letters have been found in a single 
round, the players must work together to unscramble 
the letters and spell out the missing word. Place the 
unscrambled word where it belongs in the question, 
and then move on to the next round. 

Once the question is complete, have your family 
read it aloud together.

MAKING TEAMS

Small family, big family … any size family will 
work! Because there are only three rounds, you may 
consider making teams by having two people work 
on the same word together. If you have fewer people 
playing, consider having one person per word. If you 
are working with little ones, you may choose to pair 
them up with an adult or older sibling. 

Whatever works best for your family is fine by us! 
Our only requirement is that everyone gets to squirt 
left-over whipped cream in his or her mouth at least 
once (wink wink)!

REMEMBER

At the end of this game, discuss with your family 
the question, “Who needs to be thanked?” During 
this Thanksgiving season, many people default to 
the things we are thankful for, such as our home, 
car, food, etc., all of which are wonderful! We should 
definitely be thankful for these things, but we also 
don’t want to forget about the people we are thankful 
for. Many people in our lives may sometimes go 
un-thanked. This month, while you talk to your 
children about serving, encourage them to serve the 
unsuspecting people around them with gratitude. 
Maybe it’s the school janitor, the person bagging 
your groceries, or the friendly kid across the street. 
When we serve others in this way, we are really and 
truly serving our God. He loves it when we love each 
other!

by Heather DePartee
Heather has been in children’s ministry for seven years and is 
currently working at The Well Community Church in Fresno, 
CA, as the Kids Ministry Director for one of their three 
campuses. She has gone back to school for a degree in early 
childhood development and is loving every second! She is 
married to Adam and is crazy about pretty houseplants.

T BO E
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YOUR FAMILY WILL THANK YOU FOR SERVING UP THIS LEFTOVER PIE 
BRIMMING WITH ALL YOUR FAVORITE THANKSGIVING FLAVORS.

Prep Time: 45 min.   Cook Time: 1 hr.   

 Total Time: 1 hr. 45 min.     Servings: 6–8
* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

Leftover Pie
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED

FOR THE CRUST

• 2 1/2–3 cups stuffing/dressing 

• 1/2 cup turkey or chicken stock

FOR THE POTATOES (OR USE 
LEFTOVERS)

• 4 medium potatoes 

• salt and pepper to taste

• 2 tablespoons butter

• 1 cup warmed milk 

FOR THE FILLING

• 3 tablespoons butter 

• 1 medium onion, finely diced

• 1 large rib celery, finely diced

• 1 large carrot, finely diced

• 1 teaspoon poultry seasoning

• salt and pepper, to taste

• 2 tablespoons flour

• 1–1 1/2 cups chicken or turkey stock

• 1/2 cup sweet potatoes, 1/2" dice

• 2–3 cups diced turkey, cooked 

• 1 cup frozen peas

• 1/2 cup dried cranberries

WHAT YOU'LL DO 

FOR THE CRUST

1. Put small chunks of dressing in the bowl of a 
food processor or blender.

2. Add 1/4 cup of stock and pulse until dressing 
still has some texture but isn't too chunky. If 
dressing is still crumbly, add more stock and 
pulse until it is sticky. 

3. Spray a deep-dish pie pan lightly with non-stick 
cooking spray.

4. Dump the stuffing into the pan and press it into 
an even 1/4”-thick layer with the back of a lightly 
sprayed spatula.

5. Bake in a 350° F oven for about 30 minutes 
until the crust is dry on top and has some color. 

6. Set aside.

FOR THE POTATOES (OR USE 
LEFTOVERS)

1. Peel and cut the potatoes into 1" dice and 
place them in a pan of cold water. Add salt 
and pepper.

2. Bring to a boil and then reduce heat. Let 
the potatoes simmer about 12 minutes until 
tender. 

3. Drain, put the lid on the pan, and let the 
potatoes dry for about 5 minutes.

4. Add butter and salt and pepper to taste; mash 
well to combine.

5. Add the milk, a bit at a time, until you like the 
consistency. 

6. Cover and set aside.

FOR THE FILLING

1. Heat a large sauté pan over medium heat.

2. Add the butter. When it is melted and 
shimmering, add the onions, carrots, and 
celery to the pan along with a heavy pinch 
of salt, freshly ground black pepper, and the 
poultry seasoning.

3. Stir and sauté for about 5 minutes until 
the vegetables are softened and somewhat 
translucent.

4. Stir in the flour and cook, stirring, for another 
2 minutes or so. The mixture will seem very 
dry. 

5. Pour in the stock and bring to a boil. The 
mixture will be quite thick. 

6. Add in the sweet potatoes and cook, stirring, 
for about 5–7 minutes.

7. Add in the meat, peas, and cranberries and 
stir everything together. 

TO ASSEMBLE AND BAKE

1. Spread the filling evenly in your stuffing crust.

2. Top with the mashed potatoes.

3. Tent the pie with foil and bake at 400° F for 
30 minutes.

4. Remove the foil and bake for 30 minutes 
more at 375° F.

5. Take the pie out of the oven and let set 
up about 15–20 minutes before slicing and 
serving.

family time recipe
family time
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Bite-Sized Pumpkin Pies
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I’M NOT SURE WHY, BUT ANYTHING “BITE SIZED” GETS KIDS EXCITED. 
DON’T BE FOOLED THOUGH: YOUR CHILDREN WILL HAVE FUN HELPING 

YOU MAKE THESE DELICIOUS TREATS, BUT THEY ARE NOT JUST FOR 
KIDS! CONSIDER MAKING A DOUBLE BATCH AND TAKING SOME TO 

YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS WITH NOTES TELLING THEM WHY YOU 
ARE THANKFUL FOR THEM.

kids in the kitchen
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• homemade pie crust or 2 premade, 
ready-to-roll pie crusts

• 1 (8 ounce) package cream cheese, 
softened to room temperature

• 1 cup pumpkin puree

• 1/2 cup sugar

• 3 eggs

• 1 teaspoon vanilla

• 1 teaspoon pumpkin pie spice

• whipped cream

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Preheat oven to 350°F.

2. Grease and flour (or use nonstick 
cooking spray) a mini-muffin pan. Set 
aside.

3. Roll the pie crust out on a floured 
surface with a floured rolling pin.

4. Using a 3-inch round cookie or 
biscuit cutter cut 24 rounds.

5. Press each round into the mini-
muffin pan. Pinch the edges to form 
a fluted crust for each mini pie.

6. Brush egg wash (1 egg whisked with 
a splash of cold water) to the top 
edges of each pie crust.

7. Using a mixer, beat the cream 
cheese and sugar together until 
smooth. 

8. Add 2 eggs, 1 at a time, beating each 
until combined.

9. Beat in pumpkin puree. 

10. Stir in vanilla and pumpkin pie 
spice.

11. Spoon mixture into each mini pie 
crust almost up to the top. 

12. Bake for 15 to 20 minutes or until 
golden around the edges. 

13. Remove from oven and let cool on a 
cooling rack. Pies will be puffy when 
they come out of the oven, but will 
sink back down once cooled.

14. Top with whipped cream and lightly 
sprinkle with pumpkin pie spice 
before serving. 

15. Keep refrigerated. 

16. 

by Debbie Guinn

Prep Time: 30 min.   Cook time: 15 min.   Total Time: 45 min. Yields: 24 pies

* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”
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family time

god’s word

“Thank you.” Those two little words pack a 
punch. In the environment of Serving, we seek 
to respond to the needs around us by asking the 
question, “What needs to be done?” Sometimes 
the needs of the people around us are physical, 
tangible, and obvious. However, other times 
what someone may need is to be noticed and 
appreciated—to be thanked. 

In Luke 17:11¬–19, Jesus shows us the power of 
a simple “thank you.” In this story, Jesus heals 10 
men who suffer from leprosy. In the ancient Near 
East, leprosy was considered a highly contagious 
and therefore extremely isolating disease. A 
person with leprosy was not only inflicted with 
physical pain but had to live separately from the 
rest of society so as to not infect others. Lepers 
were socially cut off and outcast. When Jesus 
healed lepers, He not only met their physical 
need, but changed the entire trajectory of their 
lives. Healed lepers could return home! They 
could be reunited with their families! They could 
touch people again. If there was ever a time to 
express gratitude, this would be it. And yet in this 
story, Jesus heals 10 lepers, but only one returns 
to say thank you.

In this situation, Jesus seemed to ask himself, 
“What needs to be done?” and decided that what 
needed to be done was to bring physical healing 
to 10 people. In turn, one of those people sensed 
that what needed to be done next was to go back 
and thank Jesus for healing him. Jesus makes it 
clear that this man’s expression of gratitude is an 
act of service to God. Jesus interprets gratitude as 
worship. The haunting question we are left with is 
“Where are the other nine?” My suspicion is that 
all 10 lepers felt thankful for their healing. The 
disconnect is that only one took the necessary 
measures to express that thankfulness. This 
month, let’s pause and take the extra steps needed 
to express our gratitude to God and others as an 
act of service.

HEAR IT

Read Luke 17:11–19 as a family. It’s a short passage, 
so I’d encourage you to read through it once and 
then go through it again, this time assigning roles 
to various family members and acting out the 
story.

Then, discuss the following questions:

• How often do you tell God “thank you” for 
something?

• Who is it easier for you to express thanks 
to—God or other people? 

• Have you ever thought about expressing 
gratitude as an act of service before? 

• What needs do you think are met by saying 
“thank you” to somebody?

• Who is an unsuspecting person in your 
life who would be blessed by you taking a 
minute to thank him or her?

DO IT

After you’ve each identified one person (or maybe 
two or three) who would be blessed by gratitude, 
have a thank you note writing party! Write notes 
to the people and be as specific as possible in 
how you thank them. Try to not only focus on 
things they’ve done for you, but on character traits 
you see in them that you appreciate or admire. 
When you’re done writing your thank you notes, 
take a minute to pray for each of these people as 
another way to serve them!

by Emily Schulz
Emily is the Family and Women’s Ministries Pastor at New 
Denver Church in Denver, CO. She has her BA in Christian 
Ministries from Biola University and her MDiv from Denver 
Seminary. Emily loves seasonal activities, date nights with 
her husband, Phil, cooking, playing games, spontaneous 
song and dance, and creating space for people to be 
known and loved.

Where Are the Other Nine?
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These commandments that I give you today are to 
be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you SIT AT HOME and when you 
walk ALONG THE ROAD, when you LIE DOWN and when 
you GET UP.               

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

tot time rhyme
(ages 3 & under)

family time

What needs to be done today? 

After all you've done for me,

Can I help with anything?

I wanna say thanks!

Get the audio recording of this song at bit.ly/novembertottimerhyme

This month, as you spend time around your home, sing this rhyme 
to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Allow it to serve as a 
reminder to your little one that it is important to thank God for all 
He does for us.

S
IT

 A
T

 H
O

M
E

By Izzi Ray

Izzi is a singer, songwriter, artist, and musician. 

Blog Izzi.Ray.com 

 Instagram @izziray  

Twitter @izziray
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blessing
family time

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE PASSAGE, OR WORDS 

OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF DECLARING GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’  
And I said, ’Here am I. Send me!’” (Isaiah 6:8).  
Unfortunately, this was not my first response to 
God’s call on my life.  

God’s call came seven years ago when I was 
asked to join a children’s ministry team. I thought, 
“What? You want me to work with children?  
Not something more important?” So, with many 
excuses, I said, “No.” Deep inside, I knew I had 
answered in disobedience. God’s stirring in my 
heart to serve in this ministry never seemed to 
go silent. I determined that if asked again, my 
response would be different—it would be “YES!” 
And the opportunity came! As I took my very first 
step into serving seven years ago, God was with 
me, and He is still with me today as I continue on 
this path!

 Over the last seven years I have experienced 
challenges, joy, and great excitement as our 
team shares the truth about God with the next 
generation. A passion I had previously never 
known existed within me. Along the way, my three 
girls have joined me on this journey. Thankfulness 
fills me watching each of them flourish in faith 
and character as they experience knowing God 

through serving. Today, looking back, I’m so glad I 
said “yes”—my entire family has been blessed far 
beyond our greatest imagination because of it!

READ 

Hebrews 6:10 over your child:

“God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and 
the love you have shown him as you have helped 
his people and continue to help them.” Hebrews 
6:10

BLESS

Now, pray this blessing: (Child’s name) may you 
know that your heavenly Father loves you! May you 
walk in all the fullness of what God has created you 
to be! As you use your gifts to lovingly serve others, 
may you be blessed and know that God sees the 
love you have shown Him as you have helped His 
people. May you hear Him saying, “well done, good 
and faithful servant.”

by Jennifer Gleeson
Jennifer lives in Colorado Springs, CO, with her husband, 
Brett, and their three girls. She works at New Life Church 
serving in the Pre-K department as the curriculum lead. She 
will never pass up hiking or a good cup of coffee.
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About Hope for Orphans

There are fatherless children in America. There are fatherless children around the world. There are fatherless 
children among unreached people groups. The Lord says that these children are precious because they are made 
in His image; and pure worship is to love orphans and widows (James 1:27). That means loving orphans is not 
optional for a gospel-centered church. We are persuaded that the church is God’s means to reach every orphan.

Hope for Orphans was launched in 2001 and is led by Paul and Robin Pennington along with their children, 
of whom five came to their family through adoption. Hope for Orphans has been used to equip thousands of 
churches in orphan ministry; our events and resources have served tens of thousands of families in adoption, 
foster care, and orphan ministry. Hope for Orphans is introducing new gospel-driven content this year for 
parenting at-risk children from trauma and abuse. It has been our privilege to lead the development of the 
Christian Alliance for Orphans.

taking action
family time

SERVING EVERY CHURCH TO REACH EVERY ORPHAN

Paul and Robin Pennington
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taking action
family time

We believe that the greatest need of all 
children, including orphans, is to know the 
saving and transformational love of Jesus. 
Attaching to Jesus as sons and daughters 
redeemed from sin through faith alone and grace 
alone is our heartbeat. We believe that when the 
church joins God in loving orphans, the result will 
be to experience the reality of God.

We believe loving orphans is directly 
connected to completing the Great Commission 
and part of taking the gospel back to Jerusalem.

We believe that God wants to use your church 
for His glory in caring for orphans both spiritual 
and physical, but also in serving families called 
to take at-risk children. We exist to provide 
resources, tools, and insight to fulfill this mission in 
your church, your family, or small group.

We believe that loving orphans is the visible 
gospel and brings glory to the name above every 
name. To that end we are about “Serving Every 
Church to Reach Every Orphan.”

Hope for Orphans is engaged with the mass 
mobilization of the church in gospel-driven 
orphan ministry.

We do this through our key initiatives:

• If You Were Mine is our video-based 

adoption workshop for families used by 
hundreds of churches and families. Now 
available on Vimeo on Demand and Right 
Now Media.

• ROOTED is video-based gospel-centric 
parenting content for struggling families.

• Project Lion Heart is our video-based 
children’s curriculum for introducing and 
equipping kids in orphan ministry.

• HFO (Hope for Orphans) INTERNATIONAL 
is our outreach serving the local church 
globally through foreign language resources, 
events, and trips to serve in orphan ministry.

• CHURCH EQUIPPING: Hope for Orphans 
provides a variety of resources for the 
establishment, development, and execution of 
orphan ministry in the local church.

• HFO LIVE STREAMS: In 2014, Hope 
for Orphans began providing live-stream 
programming with special guests on a variety 
of topics touching families and the local 
church in adoption and orphan ministry. 
These programs are also archived for future 
viewing.

To read more from their website visit: 

https://hopefororphans.org
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Grenada is an island situated between the Caribbean Sea and Atlantic Ocean, north of Trinidad 
and Tobago. Its total area is 131 square miles and its coastline measures 75 miles. Grenada has 
two dependencies in the Grenadines island chain: Carriacou and Petit Martinique. Carriacou 
(pronounced Carr-ycoo) lies 23 miles northeast of Grenada and is 13 square miles in area, while 
Petit Martinique lies 2.5 miles further north and is only 486 acres in area. The capital of Grenada, 
St. George’s, lies on the island’s southwest coast and is the only town of any size.

GRENADA

VENEZUELA

TRINIDAD
AND 
TOBAGO

BARBADOS
ST VINCENT

ST LUCIA
MARTINIQUE

Where in  the World Is ...

Grenada?
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• Grenada is known as the “Island of Spice” because it produces nutmeg, mace, 
cinnamon, and clove crops as well as cocoa and other spices.

• The Grenada dove, which is a critically endangered species, is the national 
bird of Grenada.

• Over 90 percent of Grenada’s homes were either damaged or destroyed by 
hurricane Ivan in September of 2004.

The West Indian island’s version of Thanksgiving shares no origin with America’s, and yet would not exist without the 
United States. Held on October 25 every year, Grenada's Thanksgiving marks the anniversary of the 1983 U.S. military 
invasion to restore order after the death of communist leader Maurice Bishop. American soldiers who were stationed 
in the country the following month told locals about their upcoming Thanksgiving holiday, its signature feast, and its 
intention to focus on gratitude. To show their own gratitude, the people of Grenada worked in secret to surprise the 
soldiers with meals like those they longed for, complete with turkey and all the fixings. Today, it’s celebrated in formal 
ceremonies of remembrance.

http://mentalfloss.com/article/60261/how-7-other-nations-celebrate-thanksgiving

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global mind-set in children for people beyond 
the boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

NOW THAT WE KNOW WHERE IN THE WORLD GRENADA IS, LET’S MEET AND GREET 
ITS PEOPLE.

POPULATION
107,947

LANGUAGE
ENGLISH

RELIGION
CHRISTIANITY 89.1%
RASTAFARIAN MOVEMENT 1.1%
HINDUISM 0.2% 
MUSLIM 0.3%      

If you lived in Grenada you would most likely eat the national dish called Oil Down. It is a stew made 
of breadfruit, salted meat or chicken, coconut milk, and spices. Because of its rich fertile soil and heavy 
rainfall, Grenada produces some of the best fresh herbs and vegetables in the Caribbean.

If you went to church in 
Grenada, you would most 

likely go to a Christian 
church. 

There are over one 
hundred thousand 

people who call 
Grenada their home.

If you lived in 
Grenada you would 

speak English.

global
family time

Did You 
Know?



SERVING | homefrontmag.com36



SERVING | homefrontmag.com37

student id
equip

(middle school)

Oh, the wonderful middle school years. I use the word “wonderful” with all sincerity. However, 
“wonderfully challenging” might be a more accurate description. While most of our middle 
school children experience the challenges of finding their identity through social and physical 
awkwardness, we parents have the opportunity to teach them and lead them during some of their 
most important and impressionable years. 

In my parenting experience, the middle school years are 
some of the most integral for laying a spiritual foundation for 
our children to build upon for a lifetime of success. As their 
bodies grow and their voices crack, their minds are often 
wondering, who am I and where do I fit in? From music styles, 
to hair styles, clothing styles, and even communication styles, 
they are searching for their place to fit in like never before, 
and they are paying attention to things like never before. If 
your pre-teens are anything like mine, their self-awareness 
is increasing while their servant-heartedness is inherently 
decreasing. As parents, it is our job to enlighten our children 
and to encourage them to take their eyes off of themselves and 
to focus on the needs of others. 

Some of the challenges our middle school children are encountering for the first time are 
the same challenges they will continue to face over their lifetime. Whether 12 or 62, we all want 
to fit in somewhere, we want to be accepted, and we want to be successful. In stark contrast to 
the selfish ways of the world, Jesus shows us a better way to live—through serving. We have the 
opportunity to teach our children and give them an example to follow like Jesus did for us. Jesus 
taught His disciples that if they wanted to be great, they needed to learn to be servants. Jesus also 
led by example as He washed His disciples’ feet. This was unnatural to them. Serving does not 
come naturally for most of us and so it must be taught, and it must be learned. 

As parents, we get to help our children experience the joy of serving along with its 
importance and significance. We may need to help them find opportunities to serve, while also 
modeling being servants ourselves. I encourage you to serve at church and in your community; find 
a way to include your children whenever possible. An immediate way to teach serving is to have 
your children serve their siblings or a close relative. Serving someone can even be as simple as a 
compliment or a kind word of encouragement. So let’s be humble servants like Christ, and inspire 
our middle school kids to serve. They will soon discover that serving others brings true happiness 
while serving ourselves does not. We were made to serve!

“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28 NLT)

by Trent Armstrong
Trent lives in Southern California with his wife and four children. Trent studied organizational leadership and holds a 
bachelor of science degree from Biola University. He currently serves at Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, CA, as a 
drummer on the worship team and has been involved in music ministry for more than 25 years.

Trentarmstrong.com

The Wonderful Years
“Don’t be selfish; don’t 
try to impress others. 

Be humble, thinking of 
others as better than 
yourselves. Don’t look 
out only for your own 
interests, but take an 

interest in others, too.” 
(Philippians 2:3–4 NLT)
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(high school)

They called me the “initiator of first impressions.” I loved it because it meant I was something more than just 
another high school student and more than just another volunteer. I was unique, I was known, and I was inspired 
to be the best “initiator of first impressions” there ever was.

Now that I work at a church, I know that my title was a fancy synonym for “greeter.” But I must admit, I wouldn’t 
have owned the front door of the youth room the way I did if I was only called a “greeter.” My youth pastor took 
the time to get to know how God had uniquely made me and found a way to empower me to lead in my youth 
group at just the right time.

In my first three years of high school, I was one of those come-once-a-month youth group attenders. There was 
something about listening to a heavy message and then having my small group leader pepper me with the heaviest 
questions consistently leading toward the opportunity to bring my sin-drenched self to the foot of the cross. While 
that is absolutely what my heart and soul needed most, I found it exhausting to show up week after week, cry out 
of desperation, find Jesus yet again only to come back and do it the next week. 

It was the invitation to lead that made the group “mine.” I needed to not just believe that I had something to 
contribute, I needed the opportunity to actually contribute. And so I did, consistently that year.

Now I run a young adult ministry at my home church. Last month I was looking at my calendar, specifically at 
the upcoming messages I would be delivering. I noticed in the schedule a night coming up dedicated to showing 
my young adults that they needed to contribute to the church and not just consume. I had even begun preparing a 
pretty good message, if I do say so myself. It included my personal story above. I was set to go until I remembered 
“initiator of first impressions.” It was more than a title, it was a life-changing invitation to lead through serving. 

I knew that if I was going to invite the young adults to contribute to the church, I needed to invite them to 
actually contribute … that night. Which is why I threw a potluck. And which is why I’m writing to you, parents of 
high school students. 

Invite your teenage child to lead through serving. Don’t just tell them that they matter and have something 
to offer, give them practical opportunities to contribute. 

 You know who your teenager is. Take the time to remind him with words (and be creative), but then be 
sure to invite him to live into who he is with his actions. 

Sincerely, 

The Initiator of First Impressions

by Megan Fate Marshman
Megan Fate Marshman is driven by a desire to love God by overflowing His awesome love to others. She is the author of SelfLess: 
Living Your Part in the Big Story of God, leads the Women's Ministry at Hume Lake, shepherds young adults at Arbor Road Church, and 
shares Jesus around the world. She is married to Randy and they live in Long Beach, CA, with their son Foster.

Initiator of First Impressions
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In today’s world of instant gratification and entitlement, raising grateful children is becoming an increasingly 
tall order. I tend to sit in the camp that believes good manners are still taught and kindness is still valued. 
However, I think that’s where it dwindles off and our kids are left missing out on the blessing that comes from 
showing gratitude and blessing someone else. Too often the purposeful lesson of serving the Lord through 
gratitude gets lost in the daily grind.

At the risk of boasting, I used to be awesome at this when my oldest girls were little. Because I’m a big 
believer in saying thank you AND in loving people through baked goods (yes, that’s a thing), we would do this 
weekly. We’d look for people in our lives who were working hard but often went unnoticed. We’d bake something 
together, package it up cutely, and attach a thank you note. It was fun to see the unexpected look of happiness 
on the person’s face as she was acknowledged, even in this tiny way, and I loved the lesson it taught my little gals.  

Too Busy to Bless
Sarah Hume

about   faq

everyday mom blog     everyday dad blog     food     crafts     family
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And then life got busier. We added to our family, I started working more, and as children grew so 
did the demands of their schedules. How was I supposed to sit down and brainstorm a gratitude session 
monthly with my fab five when I could barely make sure everyone had clean socks?! We still managed to 
bake goodies and thank people now and then, but I was definitely winging it and the purposeful lesson 
was likely getting lost as I rattled off, “Here, I baked this for _____.  Be sure and tell him thanks,” during the 
harried morning routine.  

Not long ago, my youngest daughter was looking through scrapbooks and noticed a picture of one of 
our favorite family traditions: pumpkin bread time. There, spread out on the kitchen island, were piles 
of pumpkin bread wrapped up next to three of my cuties happily writing out notes of thanks or coloring 
tags to attach to the bread. My daughter looked up perplexed, clearly dismayed that she had missed out 
on what looked like a whole lot of awesome.  About that time, one of her sisters casually strolled in, sized 
up the scene, and said, “Oh yeah, we used to do that all the time but then we got busy. I miss doing that, 
Mom.” Ouch. Out of the mouths of babes. Somewhere along the way, I had replaced busy schedules and 
even seemingly important projects/activities with an opportunity to bless together as a family. Something 
needed to change.

I’d like to say we immediately dropped everything, reprioritized, 
and now we are the model of gratitude. Wouldn’t that be lovely? But 
we did take some time to circle the wagons and look at where we 
could be more purposeful in our serving. Initially, there were mixed 
reviews. Somehow hanging out with friends or even just being able 
to do whatever they wanted at home seemed more enjoyable than 
giving up time to write thank you notes. And I’d be lying if I said my 
mama heart didn’t wince when I heard grumblings over how long 
the service project we were doing would last, or the dreaded, “Can 
we go out to eat after since we’ve been blessing people all day?” 
Yikes. But after time, and repetition, we got back in the groove. 
My kids started noticing people in their lives we should thank—on 
their own! There were genuine smiles on their faces as we stood 
alongside each other serving in our community. They had that inner 
glow that comes from being a part of something bigger than oneself. 
Gratitude is magical that way. 

We have a finite number of years to influence our kids, so with everything in me I don’t want to miss 
the chance to teach the lesson of servant gratitude.  It honors the Lord and it teaches them to look outside 
of themselves and notice the great things God has done for us, namely blessing us with amazing people 
all around us. It also prompts me to remember the same posture of gratitude as an adult. When we write 
a note, bag up some cookies, give a hug, acknowledge a behind-the-scenes worker at church (or even that 
woman working at the crosswalk, bless her!), we are shining the light of God’s love. Beyond that, we are 
walking out thankfulness for ALL the Lord has done for us. Those arrows in your quiver will fly wherever 
you point them. I don’t want to look back to find I pointed them to busy schedules and selfish whims. 
Our target needs to consistently be Jesus, so looking for ways to bless others is a great place to start.

Sarah has been married for 19 years to her high school sweetheart and they live in Colorado with their 5 children. You can 
usually find her reading, writing, crafting, or loving on people through baked goods ... but her heart gets most excited to talk 
about special-needs adoption and advocating for children without a voice, both here and abroad.

We have a finite 
number of years to in 
influence our kids, so 
with everything in me 

I don’t want to miss 
the chance to teach 

the lesson of servant 
gratitude.
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The Good Enough Dad
Craig Glass

“Craig, there are no perfect dads, and you’ll never be one. But you can absolutely be a good enough dad.” 

A family counselor spoke those words to me some years ago. I found his honest appraisal reassuringly 
challenging. It was, of course, already terrifically apparent to me that I had room to grow in how I served my 
kids as their father ... but this man’s words confirmed to me that it was doable.

How can I, how can you, be a Good Enough Dad? Shockingly there are very few good examples to follow 
in the Bible. Virtually all the fathers we read of in the Old Testament passed on legacies of deceit, jealousy, 
or immorality. The best dad we read of in the New Testament was the figure Jesus told of in the parable of 
the prodigal. That father was a remarkable example of servanthood, but after all, he wasn’t a real flesh-and-
blood dad.

everyday mom blog     everyday dad blog     food     crafts     family
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Is there a clear road map in Scripture we can strive to follow as dads? Other than emulating the 
father of the prodigal, which is one of the practical applications of Jesus’ story, I find great guidance in 1 
Thessalonians 2:11–12: “... we dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, encouraging, 
comforting and urging you to live lives worthy of the glory of God.”

In this passage Paul almost coincidentally provides three key mile markers for us on the road map to 
good fathering, and there are practical lessons we can take from them:

1. A good father encourages his children. How do we do this?

• We give our time. We make sure that one of the first blocks that goes into our weekly schedule is 
group and individual time with each one of our kids.

• We give our attention. When we are with our children our focus is not diluted by TV, the computer, 
the phone, or by concerns from work. We rivet our attention to each child.

• We speak words of affirmation. What a dad says about his kids, his kids believe. We make time to 
build them up and not tear them down (Colossians 3:21).

2. A good father comforts his children. How do we do this?

• We express love. Whether or not our dads ever said these words to us, we go out of our way to say, “I 
love you” to our kids.

• We touch frequently. We honor our maturing kids’ need for physical space, especially our teenage 
daughters, but we find respectful, safe ways to pat a shoulder, hug goodbye, or squeeze a hand when 
it matters.

3. A good father urges his children to live lives worthy of the glory of God. How do we do this?

• We teach them biblical truth. We demonstrate through word, and especially through actions, that 
Scripture is the foundational source of truth and conviction governing our lives. Our kids are 
watching what we do at least as much as what we say. The messages need to reinforce each other 
(Deuteronomy 6:1–9).

• We discipline consistently and gracefully. We courageously and tenderly engage in the often-
confusing circumstances of disobedience or disrespect on the part of our children (Proverbs 19:18). 
We do so with a humble recognition of our own fallenness, and our biased perspective, as well as our 
child’s.

• We cast vision for our child. We watch to see who God has made him or her to be. We resist the 
temptation to push our children in our preferred direction; rather, we joyfully point out what we see 
in who they are.

• We bless them. We give our daughter or son the kind of words Jesus’ heavenly father gave him: “This 
is my daughter! I love her SO much. Man, am I proud of her!” They will never, ever forget it (Matthew 
3:17).

It’s true, dads: You will never be a perfect dad; but you can certainly without question be a Good 
Enough Dad.

The three mile markers Paul gives us in this passage provide a great road map for that journey. It’s a 
journey you’re already on, and there is no doubt ... you can make it.

Craig is the founder and president of Peregrine Ministries whose vision is to guide and inspire men on their life journey, to 
help them pass on a life-giving legacy. Craig and his wife Beryl live in Colorado, have been married 41 years and have three 
children and five granddaughters. In his free time Craig enjoys mountain biking, golf, reading, and competitive swimming. 
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me wanted to hate them, wanted to yell, and wanted 
to be cruel. My dad was dying and there was nothing 
anyone could do about it. And then I remembered 
his first sponge bath and that silly little note to his 
nurse. When he was in the hospital bed, muscles 
deteriorating, breathing tube down his throat, he chose 
to serve the staff through gratitude. He cracked jokes 
and said “thank you” until he could no longer talk. As I 
watched him in his final moments, I realized I couldn’t 
choose anything different than to try to show this same 
gratitude. 

Finally the day came when we took him off of the 
ventilator. The staff was incredibly kind, giving us 
space, letting us cry, and answering all of our questions 
as we watched this man we all loved so much pass 
away. There was nothing left to say—except “thank 
you.” But those were the hardest two words to escape 
my lips in that moment. 

A week later, at my dad's wake, one of his nurses 
walked in. She had been so abundantly kind to us the 
whole time and here she was at the wake. I threw my 
arms around her and said thank you over and over. 
“Thank you for your kindness to my dad. Thank you for 
your kindness to us.” Many people came to the wake 
that day and I appreciated every one of them, but there 
was a special place in my heart for this nurse who had 
cared so well for my dad until his final breath. 

I learned a very important lesson through all of this. 
Sometimes saying "thank you" is insanely painful—when 
the prognosis is bad, when we are in the throes of 
grief—whispering these words in those times is an act of 
service literally answering the question, “What needs 
to be done?” It’s a moment when we get to choose to 
be like Jesus when everything in us longs to be like 
the world. I will follow my dad's example and in those 
moments I will choose to say, "Thank you." 

by Krista Heinen
Krista is a pastor who desires to help the next generation 
understand its place in The Big God Story. She has her BS in 
elementary education from the University of Wisconsin-Madison 
and her MDiv from Bethel Seminary. Krista loves to preach, play 
board games, and spend time chatting over coffee. She and her 
husband, Greg, live in Wisconsin. 

I've never liked hospitals. They've always felt cold 
and sterile. Little did I know I would have to spend a 
lot of time in the very place I dreaded. 

In November 2015, I got a call from my dad. He was 
headed to the ER with a persistent cough that hadn't 
gone away. After over a month, he finally decided it 
was time to go to the hospital. He was admitted and 
we soon found out he had pneumonia. I hopped in 
the car and drove to the hospital, near my dad’s home 
about an hour and a half away, to visit him. Once I 
got there, everything was a challenge. Where do I 
park? Which elevator do I take? Up what stairs and 
down which hallway? Once I finally found him, we 
had a great visit. He seemed to be in high spirits and 
everyone was positive about his recovery. I interacted 
with lobby greeters, nurses, and his doctors. “That 
wasn't so bad,” I thought to myself leaving the hospital. 

Unfortunately, things soon took a turn for the worse 
and my dad needed to be moved to the Intensive 
Care Unit. He was struggling to breathe and the 
pneumonia was suddenly “very serious.” I made trip 
after trip to the hospital. As the days dragged on, it 
became a weird home away from home. I would arrive 
in my dad's room and the first thing I would do is 
check the whiteboard. What's the name of his nurse? 
Who is his Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA)? Has 
he had them before? Are they new? As days in the 
hospital turned into weeks, I began to recognize the 
staff members and teams that would come in and out 
to check on and care for my dad. 

I remember distinctly the first night my dad was 
sponge bathed. He was on a ventilator at the time and 
couldn't speak, so the next morning when the nurse 
came in I was there. He motioned for the iPad and 
started typing a letter to the nurse, telling her that 
she was an angel and he felt so much better being 
clean. I will never forget the smile that spread across 
that nurse's face (and she wasn't one who smiled much 
otherwise!).

After weeks in the hospital, the staff started to 
comment that they did not think my dad would be 
getting better. This staff that had faithfully served 
and loved my dad for weeks were now bearers of 
this terrible news. I was devastated. Everything in 

Choosing Gratitude
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Opposites attract sounds romantic; most chick 
flicks make it look romantic. But in real life, in 
marriage, it’s usually not romantic. See, we’re not just 
from Venus and Mars, we are about as different as 
two people come. Like, our-premarital-pastor-told-
us-this-might-not-work different. So it’s no surprise 
that how we serve each other is pretty different, too.

I (Alissa) am a classic, all-encompassing introvert. 
Every meme ever made about introverts feels like it 
was written specifically about me. I am also a pretty 
typical Midwestern girl who holds things close to the 
vest and keep things mostly private. Along comes 
my outspoken, opinionated, passionate husband. 

 We recently had some family photos taken and 
he lavishly praised me day after day with these 
photos on social media. I think my cheeks were 
an embarrassed shade of pink for days on end 
because receiving public praise is really hard for me. 
But, here’s the service part behind the personality 
difference—he knows that I need his words, his 
outspoken love, more than he worries about my 
self-protective private nature. So he’s willing to 
risk my embarrassment because he knows I have 
a deep need to be reassured and believe my own 
self-worth.

That is service in marriage: Seeing the deeper 
need of your spouse’s heart and addressing it 
regardless of how different your methods might 
be. Chris doesn’t let my surface comforts deter his 
mission to minister to me in a deeper way, whether 
I’m comfortable in it or not. And, he’s also modeling 
for me his own need for verbal affirmation and 
affection. He’s giving me a glimpse into his heart-
need while also meeting one of my own.

What we’ve learned through laughter, heartache, 
and a ton of trial and error is that living up to your 
vows isn’t just a daily challenge, but a moment-by-
moment one. Intrinsic to the challenge is choosing 
to meet it; living out your vows is not about a feeling 
or a whim or some sappy love song, but a conscious 

decision to commit your will to, regardless of how 
you feel. It’s seeing the needs of your other half and 
meeting them.

There are always things to be done: schoolwork, 
chores, errands, bills, budgets, overtime shifts, 
client emails, soccer practice—you name it. This 
isn’t easy, especially when you have two people 
wired so differently, but we’ve learned that’s what 
makes it worth it: To realize that we chose to work 
together to get it all done. This requires a lot of grace, 
laughter, forgiveness, and some more grace to make 
the mundane sweet, the tough times softer, and the 
impatient ones more graceful.

This is all worth it because we understand 
marriage to be modeled on the perfect community 
that only the Trinity experiences, and through our 
marriage we know that God is really teaching us about 
Him. So by choosing to serve each other, even when 
we don’t feel like it or it is out of our comfort zone, we 
are choosing the life-giving way of that beautiful, holy, 
and wondrous model.

We’re really different, but we’ve learned how to 
harness the ways God made us distinct to balance and 
compliment each other, like two puzzle pieces fitting 
together to make a more beautiful whole. Through 
twelve years, three states, three kids (one in heaven), 
six careers, one war, and seven moves later, we’re still 
here, and we’ll be honest: It’s just getting better. It 
hasn’t always been easy, but it’s always worth it.

by Chris and Alissa Goble
Chris and Alissa fell in love on a church staff in Southern 
California, started their family in the Pacific Northwest, and 
now raise their boys near the beautiful Colorado Rockies. 
Chris’ background is in education and he now serves in law 
enforcement, while Alissa is a professional photographer and 
homeschooling mom. Through career changes, too many moves, 
a combat deployment to Afghanistan, losing their first child to 
a miscarriage, and almost 12 years of marriage, they’re proud to 
say, “It’s just getting better.”

Opposites Attract



SERVING | homefrontmag.com47

marriage
support



SERVING | homefrontmag.com48

spiritual grandparenting
support

thankful life looks like—and reminders of how 
thankful I am for them. You may do this whether 
your grandchildren live near or far and no matter 
their age.

• Thanksgiving focuses attention upon being 
thankful, but it’s also the perfect opportunity to 
focus upon living thankful lives by serving others. 
My grandsons are nine, six, and four, so as part 
of our “countdown to Christmas” I’m giving them 
little gifts that focus on helping them give to 
others—“gifts” of opportunities to serve together. 
They’ll make bread with Grandma and then take 
a fresh-from-the-oven loaf to an elderly neighbor, 
or make a special ornament for their Sunday 
school teacher, or help Poppa clear snow from 
Great Grandpa/ma’s walkway, etc.

I want my grandsons to know, and experience that 
being thankful is about more than just the words we 
say (though they do matter), but it’s also about the 
lives we live and how we give to others.

And, if you have adult children or grandchildren 
who have wandered, these things may allow you to 
share your faith. Be assured, God loves them and will 
not leave them! This gives you more for which to be 
thankful!

by Lynda Freeman
Lynda has three sweet rascal grandsons who make her heart 
happy! She also writes the blog Grandma's Cookie Jar and 
Generations Quest to help grandparents pass on their faith. 
Lynda is a senior writer and editor for the Legacy Coalition.

http://www.grandmascookiejar.net/2017/09/hand-down-
your-faith-connect-with.html

http://generationsquest.com

Thanksgiving’s almost here and, depending on the 
ages and stages of your children and grandchildren, 
someone is probably wondering: What is 
Thanksgiving all about? Is it the turkey and fixings? 
The family gathering? Is it just a “bump in the road” 
for us to get past on our way to Christmas? Why do, or 
should, we celebrate Thanksgiving?

Thanksgiving is much more than the dinner and 
family gathering. It began to express thanks to God 
and this is still the reason for us to celebrate. But it’s 
also an opportunity for grandparents to be intentional 
as we hand down our faith. As Thanksgiving draws 
near, I’m thinking about goals for my grandsons; I want 
them to be boys who grow in their walks with God, 
have sincerely thankful hearts, and are quick to serve 
others. So this Thanksgiving I have three things I’m 
doing with them. 

• We have a Thanksgiving tradition where before 
the meal each person takes permanent ink pens 
and writes—or draws—on my white tablecloth 
something for which he is thankful (I put wax 
paper between the tablecloth and table). When 
my grandsons were babies, we traced their little 
feet! As they grew they drew (or scribbled) and 
now write the things for which they are thankful. 
(I always asked about their “drawings” and wrote 
a few words, so we knew what they were!) I want 
my grandsons to hear and see our thankfulness 
for God’s many blessings, big and small; and 
each year we are reminded of them. 

• After Thanksgiving dinner I have a special gift 
planned. My grandsons will receive empty 
notebooks. Each month I’ll mail a page on which 
I’ll write how I’m thankful for them and a verse 
as well. Over time as they fill these notebooks, 
they’ll have a record of what an intentional, 

Handing Down
Your Faith
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS

The order of the 10 Environments listed coincides 
with the monthly distribution of this resource.

1
2

3 4

5

“God has entrusted 
me with the things and 

people He created 
around me.”

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God has a big story, 
and I can be a part 

of it!”

“God transforms me 
when I step out in faith.”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be done?’”

Responsibility
This environment captures the ability to 
take ownership for one’s life, gifts, and 
resources before God. A child must be 
challenged to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually lost. 
Our hope is that the Holy Spirit will use 
this environment to allow each child to 
understand that God has entrusted His 
world to us.

Love&Respect
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This 
environment recognizes that children need 
an environment of love and respect in order 
to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Innate to this environment is the value 
that children are respected because they 
embody the image of God. We must speak to 
them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are 
never withheld due to one’s behavior.

Storytelling
The power of The Big God Story impacts our 
lives by giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring 
perspective into how God has been moving 
throughout history. It is the story of redemption, 
salvation, and hope and tells how I have been 
grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told 
for God’s glory.

Out of the 
Comfort Zone
As children and students are 
challenged to step out of their 
comfort zone from an early age, they 
learn to experience a dependence 
on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen them beyond their 
natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will 
cultivate a generation that, instead 
of seeking comfort, seeks a radical 
life of faith in Christ.

Serving
This posture of the heart asks 
the question, “What needs to 
be done?” It allows the Holy 
Spirit to cultivate a sensitivity to 
others and focuses on a cause 
bigger than one individual life. It 
helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ-followers we are to view 
our lives as living sacrifices that 
we generously give away!
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN IGNITE 
A TRANSFORMING FAITH IN 
YOUR FAMILY, WE SUGGEST 
YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

6 7

8

9

10
“When I get off 

track, God offers me 
a path of healing.”

“I belong to God, 

and He loves me!”

“God’s family cares 
for each other 

and worships God 
together.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they can 

see Him in me.”

“God knows me, and 
I can know Him.”

Course Correction
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 
and is the direct opposite of punishment. 
Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building 
up in love, and a vision of a corrected path for 
the individual with the purpose of healing at 
its core.

Identity
This environment highlights who we are in 
Christ. According to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and given 
an inheritance in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction allows children 
to stand firm against the destructive  
counter-identities the world will offer.

Faith Community
God designed us to live in community and 
to experience Him in ways that can only 
happen in proximity to one another. The faith 
community serves to create an environment to 
equip and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, and to bring a richness of worship 
through tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for each other 
reflects the love we have received from God.

Modeling
Biblical content needs a practical living 
expression in order for it to be spiritually 
impacting. This environment serves as a  
hands-on example of what it means for children 
to put their faith into action. Modeling puts 
flesh on faith and reminds us that others are 
watching to see if we live what we believe.

Knowing
Nothing could be more important 
than knowing and being known 
by God. We live in a world that 
denies absolute truth, and yet 
God’s Word offers just that. As we 
create an environment that upholds 
and displays God’s truth, we give 
children a foundation based on 
knowing God, knowing His Word, 
and a relationship with Him through 
Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, and yet He has chosen to 
make Himself known to us!
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MEGAN FATE MARSHMAN is driven by a desire 
to love God by overflowing His awesome 
love to others. She leads the Women’s 
Ministry at Hume Lake, shepherds young 
adults at Arbor Road Church, and shares 
Jesus around the world. She is married 
to Randy and they live in Long Beach, 
California with their son, Foster. 

We reach here and there and 
everywhere, seeking to be filled but 
running on empty. Reach upward 
and receive much more than you 
can imagine by living out your part 
in the big story of God.

Available in print and digital editions 
everywhere books are sold

IN THIS CRAZY WORLD, IT TURNS OUT 
THE BIG STORY ISN’T ABOUT US.
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