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This month’s HomeFront focuses on the environment of RESPONSIBILITY. 
Before you dive into this issue, set aside your previous ideas about 
responsibility. While most of us associate that word with the burdens in our 
lives, the responsibilities God charges us with are exciting and life-giving! 
Open your mind and your heart to what He has to show you about taking 
responsibility for the kingdom He’s entrusted to you.

This month, as we explore the responsibilities God charges us with, 
we recognize that they cover a variety of areas. First, this concept of 
responsibility captures the idea that God has entrusted His kingdom to us. 
Next, this concept takes a look at our ability to take ownership for our lives, 
gifts, and resources before God. Finally, our families must be challenged to 
take responsibility for both the spiritually lost as well as our brothers and 
sisters in Christ. 

We pray that the Holy Spirit will use this environment to allow each 
member of your family to be nurtured within a kingdom-minded worldview. 
As you explore the various facets of Christ-centered responsibility this 
month, may you experience God in ways that will lead you to celebrate the 
responsibilities He has entrusted to you.

Michelle Anthony
Executive Pastor: Family Ministries | New Life Church

          Twitter @TruInspiration

We believe that the Holy 
Spirit is God’s chosen 
teacher. It is He who 
causes spiritual growth 
and formation when and 
as He chooses. As such, 
we have articulated 10 
distinct environments to 
create in your home. We 
desire to create spiritual 
space, which we refer 
to as an environment, in 
which God’s Spirit can 
move freely.

INSPIRE parents with ideas to create fun, spiritually 
forming times in the normal rhythm of everyday life. 

EQUIP parents to become the spiritual leaders of 
God’s truth in their own households. 

SUPPORT families to engage their communities 
and change the culture around them. 

OUR MISSION
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Memorizing Scripture 
can be an incredible 
practice to engage in 
as a family. But words 
in and of themselves will not 
necessarily transform us; it is 
God’s Spirit in these words who 
transforms. We come to know 
God more when we’re willing to 
open our hearts and listen to His 
Holy Spirit through the words 
we memorize. Have fun with this 
verse, and think of creative ways 
to invite your family to open up 
to God as they commit the verse 
to memory.

Consider purchasing an 
8" x 10" frame to hold 
your family memory verse 
each month!

FAMILY VERSE

Things you won't want to miss:
• Parent blogs to inspire you

• Mobile-friendly format

• Lots of downloadable giveaways

• Marketplace to purchase article bundles 
and more!

The website is filled with fresh ideas and creative 
resources to help you spiritually parent your children.

WWW.HOMEFRONTMAG.COM

Debbie Guinn
Editor in Chief | New Life Church
debbie@homefrontmag.com

As our team brainstormed the September issue of HomeFront, we 
realized the word “responsibility” can have a negative connotation. 
Early on in Scripture we find the question, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” (Genesis 4:9). Humans always seek to shirk responsibility, 
because we view it as a burden. And yet, in God’s eyes, we ARE 
responsible for others. He places people in our lives and calls us to 
steward those relationships. 

As parents, it is our job to challenge our children to take 
responsibility for their brothers and sisters in Christ. The key is: We 
do not have to take on the weight of this responsibility alone. The 
Holy Spirit desires to accomplish His work in this world through us. 
God will meet us in the hard places of caring for our neighbors, our 
community, and our world. Our FAMILY TIME VERSE (page 5) casts 
our vision: We may grow weary, but we must not give up if we desire 
to see the harvest of our work!

This month’s STORYTELLING (page 15) challenges us to love 
our neighbors worldwide—not just next door. In our WORSHIP 
article (page 9) you will be encouraged to spread God’s love by 
creating “kindness rocks” and then hiding the rocks for others to 
find. Our hope is this simple act of love will brighten someone’s day. 
Our TOUGH TOPIC (page 41) reminds us God has given us the 

responsibility of caring for orphans, and the article provides some creative ways to do this. 

Our prayer this month is that your family will begin to look at the word “responsibility” with fresh eyes and 
a new mindset. We desire to see families rely on the Holy Spirit as they take on their God-given responsibilities for 
the things and people He has entrusted to them. 

EDITOR’S NOTE

LET’S BE SOCIAL!

homefrontmagsphomefrontsp homefrontsp homefrontsp

Share your photos using the hashtag #homefrontmag
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capturing the season
family time
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As parents, we must challenge our children to take responsibility for their brothers 
and sisters in Christ as well as those who are spiritually lost. One way we can do 
this is to encourage them to be light in a dark world by proclaiming Jesus, the one 
true marvelous Light. 

This month, allow the candle in the holder to serve as a reminder that we are 
to let our lights shine!

capturing the season
family time

by Debbie Guinn
Debbie is the Editor in Chief of HomeFront magazine. She has more than 25 years of experience working in children’s and family ministries. 
She is passionate about equipping parents to become leaders of God’s truth in their own households. She is a recent transplant to Austin, TX, 
where she spends her free time enjoying her four grandchildren and perusing antique stores. 

Instagram @homefrontsp

Twitter @homefrontsp

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• paper coffee cup (12 ounce)

• craft foam (8" x 10" piece)

• double-sided tape

• tea light candle

• craft cement (enough to fill a 12-ounce cup)

• paintbrush

• large emery board

• masking tape

• 1/8 cup vegetable oil

• small, weighty object (e.g., bottle of nail polish)

WHAT YOU'LL DO

1. Trace or draw two leaf shapes onto craft 
foam. Be sure to press down hard to create an 
embossed look. Cut the leaves out. 

2. Place several pieces of double-sided tape on 
the backs of the leaves and tape them to the 
inside of the paper cup. 

3. Create a mold for the candle by tracing the 
bottom of a tea light onto craft foam and 
cutting out the circle. Then, cut a strip of craft 

foam to fit around the outside of the tea light 
candle. Use the masking tape to attach this 
piece to the circular piece to create a cylinder 
shape. 

4. Paint the leaves and the outside of the craft 
foam cylinder with vegetable oil. This will help 
you to remove the craft foam and paper cup 
from the cement. 

5. Mix cement per package directions—it should 
be the consistency of peanut butter. 

6. Pour cement into the paper cup, filling it to 
about an inch from the top, and then place the 
craft foam cylinder in the center of the cement. 

7. Place a small object (like a bottle of nail polish) 
in the center of the foam cylinder to weigh it 
down.

8. Let dry for 24 hours. 

9. Peel paper cup and foam leaves away from the 
cement and remove the craft foam cylinder 
from the center. 

10. File down any rough edges with an emery 
board. 

11. Place a tea light candle in the center, light, and 
enjoy! 
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Sometimes the word “responsibility” can bring 
moans and groans from our children. We may use 
the word to describe daily chores like cleaning 
rooms or feeding pets, or they may just associate the 
word with doing something they really don’t want to 
do. But what if we put a different spin on the word 
“responsibility”? Responsibility can really be an 
awesome opportunity for believers in Christ if we 
choose to look at it that way. 

God has entrusted His world to us, and it is our 
responsibility to look after 
His people in it. We can take 
a family a meal during a time 
of sickness; we can offer to 
watch someone else’s children 
when we know the parents 
could really use a night out. 
We can even randomly pay 
for a stranger’s groceries in 
the checkout line. We can 
model all of these things with 
our children watching, but 
how can we include them so 
they understand it is also their 
responsibility to look after 
God’s people?  

A movement that seems to have spread in many 
towns and cities across the U.S. is the “Kindness 
Rocks” movement. This movement may be called 
something different where you live, but the premise 
behind it is that you paint rocks with beautiful 
colors, pictures, words, and designs with the sole 
purpose of brightening someone else’s day. I follow a 
group in my hometown (called “719 Rocks” based on 
our area code), and I love how so many parents post 
that painting, hiding, and searching for rocks has 
become a family activity everyone can participate 
in and that it has gotten them outside and active 
together. 

I also love reading stories where the right person 
finds the right rock at the right time. For example, 
one woman received a call that her five-year-old 
son had almost drowned in a swimming pool while 
spending the weekend with his grandmother. Her 

eight-year-old son had jumped in the pool and 
saved his brother’s life. Her sons were both fine by 
the time she received the phone call, but she was 
distraught that she wasn’t there with them, so she 
went on a walk to clear her head. While on her walk, 
she found a shiny, gold rock that said, “You are worth 
more than gold.” She kept it to save for her two boys 
as a reminder of how precious they are to her. 

Another woman posted that she had just said  
good-bye to her daughter and granddaughter who 

moved across the country to 
get out of a bad situation. The 
grandmother found a rock 
near her workplace picturing a 
little curly headed girl (just like 
her granddaughter) that said, 
“Smile!” 

Lastly, a woman posted 
about how she had to put 
down her beloved dog of eight 
years. She and her daughter 
went to the park to help 
distract their minds, and they 
found a sparkly rock with a big 
red heart on it. She said it was 

exactly what she needed at the time.

What if we view one of our responsibilities as 
simply spreading kindness to those around us? 
This month, spend a night or two decorating rocks 
together as a family. When you’re finished, go on a 
walk together and hide your rocks in places where 
others will find them. As you hide them, pray that 
the right person will find the right rock and that it 
will put a smile on that person’s face. If you already 
have an established group in your area, you can also 
go out and search for other rocks together. 

If you want to share the rocks you hide or 
find with the HomeFront community, tag us on 
Instagram at @homefrontmagsp and use the 
hashtag #HFmagrocks. 

Allow these “Kindness Rocks” to serve as a way 
of worshipping God by obeying Him and taking on 
the responsibility of spreading His loving-kindness 
to others. 

family time

worship

by Samantha Fugate
Samantha is the Special Needs Coordinator at New Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO. She grew up in East Texas but is loving the 
mountain life. She and her husband, Joseph, are former elementary teachers turned foster parents. Some of their favorite things to do with 
kids include playing outside, taking the dogs for a walk, and exploring the local hiking trails. 

“I TELL YOU,” HE REPLIED, “IF THEY KEEP QUIET, THE STONES 
WILL CRY OUT” (LUKE 19:40)
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conversation starters
family time

by Shannon Miller
Shannon lives in Oregon with her husband and two children. A former middle school teacher from California, Shannon spends her 
days substitute teaching, volunteering at her kids’ school, reading, knitting, and going on adventures with her family. She is passionate 
about good yarn, raising kind human beings, and the God who made this beautiful world and its beautiful people.

This summer, my nine-year-old son learned a 
lesson in responsibility. It was early July, so “summer 
parenting” was in full effect. My two kiddos have 
completely opposite temperaments, personalities, 
interests … you name it, they differ. Sometimes this 
means they balance each other out really well, and 
sometimes it’s a little like the Hunger Games. This 
dynamic plays itself out especially intensely in the 
summer when they are together just about all the time. 

On this particular day we had recently come home 
from a long trip during which they spent every waking 
and sleeping moment together (long hotel stays as a 
family can be super fun). They were hot and tired and 
irritable. My introverted son had had enough of his 
younger, extroverted sister. She kept coming into his 
room wanting to play, he yelled at her to get out, she 
started to cry, and he got even more frustrated. So we 
had a little talk. 

Sibling relationships are hard. He’s older, she’s a 
bit wild … it’s okay for him to get frustrated with her. 
But at the end of the day, he’s her big brother. He 
needs to accept responsibility for his actions and make 
things right, and he needs to forgive his sister. Also, as 
the big brother, it’s his responsibility to love her and 
set a good example. Sometimes this feels unfair, but it’s 
how families work. He’s got three years on her, and the 
way she learns is by watching all of us—including him. 
If he yells, she learns to yell. If he’s patient, she learns 
to be patient. I told him that it’s hard for me too—that 

sometimes I get frustrated and yelling seems easy, but 
I know that the two of them are always watching me 
and learning from me. So I’m responsible for setting 
a good example and for making sure they feel loved 
and valued. Even when we’re mad, we still need to be 
loving.

What kind of example are we supposed to set? 
What does it look like when we take responsibility for 
our actions and care for one another?  
Colossians 3:12–14 says:

Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and 
dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
Bear with each other and forgive one another 
if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all 
together in perfect unity.

It’s a big responsibility—but it’s also a privilege 
that God has entrusted us with the great task of 
taking care of one another. Thankfully we don’t have 
to do it in our own strength. When we’re tired and 
crabby and annoyed, and when the thought of making 
sure those around us feel loved overwhelms us, we can 
turn to God for words and strength. He freely pours 
out His love on His children so they can grow and 
thrive, and He invites us to join Him. He will provide 
the water—we just need to be willing watering cans.

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING

• Whom are you responsible for loving and taking care of?

• What kinds of things make it hard to fulfill that responsibility?

• When you get it wrong and cause hurt instead of happiness, how can you make it right?

• Besides to our family and friends, what opportunities do we have to show God’s love to others?

• Can you think of anyone you know who might be struggling and might need some love and care right now?
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traditions
family time

I recently attended a breakfast meeting of denominational 
leaders. There were four of us: a Southern Baptist, an 
Assemblies of God, a Roman Catholic, and an International 
Pentecostal Holiness—no, this is not the introduction to a joke!

Our host asked us to introduce ourselves and share 
how we entered the ministry. Being the last one to speak, I 
realized that all four of us spoke of the impact our Christian 
parents had had on us. We each had godly parents who 
understood the responsibility of faithful church attendance 
and lives that reflected a genuine walk with Christ.

I told my wife, Susan, about the meeting and the impact it 
had on me regarding the potential impact of our family life. 
Like my parents, her parents were also faithful followers of 
Jesus.

Susan and I often thank the Lord for the godly homes our 
parents provided. Now that both sets of parents are with the 
Lord in heaven, we treasure those memories more than ever. 
We also are thankful that our two children, now  
grown-married-with-children, are serving Jesus faithfully.

We understand that a godly home is no guarantee that 
children will follow Jesus. There are many influences beyond 
parental control. Sometimes I’m grateful that our children 
serve Jesus in spite of us! But the proverbial promise, “Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he 
will not depart from it” becomes a source of comfort and 
encouragement for parents as they pray for family members 
wandering from the fold (Proverbs 22:6, NKJV).

While our children were young, I was senior pastor of a 
growing congregation. Susan was active in the church and 
also carried responsibilities in the public workplace. Since 
so much of our family life revolved around the church, we 
did not want our family devotional time to feel like another 
church event. 

 We decided to try to make family devotional time, 
usually in the evening prior to bedtime, a fun game time 
with the children. I had taught Bible for several years at 
Emmanuel College and I was also writing adult Sunday 
school curriculum, plus preaching several times a week. So 
my knowledge of the Bible was extensive.

We started with the children and my wife bringing their 
Bibles to the living room. The game was “Stump Daddy about 

the Bible.” Each one would find a verse in the Bible and read 
it aloud, and I had to name the book of the Bible without 
referring to my own Bible. I got extra points if I knew the 
chapter and extra, extra points for knowing the verse.

It was a lot of fun. Of course, for my wife and the 
children, the goal was to find verses I could not identify!

Without bragging, I usually got the book correct and often 
the chapter and verse (okay, I admit to a little bragging!). The 
children and Susan asked, “How do you know that?” 

That was the teaching moment. My knowledge of the 
Bible was not mere memory. Rather, through years of study 
I had learned the key themes, phrases, and thought patterns 
of those books. 

As an example, when asked, “Daddy, where is 
‘Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness’?” I 
knew that the key word was “immediately” and that word is 
characteristic of the gospel of Mark. I also knew that Mark 1 
was the chapter (because of Mark’s structure) and that the 
wilderness episode in Mark occurred soon after the baptism 
of Jesus. Thus, I could get close to Mark 1:12.

By explaining that to the children after each verse, they 
entered into the world and knowledge of the Bible without 
feeling like it was a lecture or sermon. In a fun atmosphere 
they learned how to understand the Bible and God’s 
purposes through His Word, and I was fulfilling my God-
given responsibility to share His Word with my family!

I encourage you to find what works best for you to teach 
your children God’s Word. Even if you don’t know the Bible 
as well as I did in those years, you can still use a similar 
game. So what if you miss the book? Make it your tradition 
to have your kids enjoy learning as you learn!

by Doug Beacham 

Bishop Beacham is the General Superintendent of the International 
Pentecostal Holiness Church (IPHC). A former college professor, pastor, 
denominational department leader, and director, Bishop Beacham has 
written numerous articles and several books. You can follow him on 
Facebook or Twitter.

@DougBeacham

@DougBeacham
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In the very first pages of Scripture (Genesis 4:9), we stumble upon the question, “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” Something about the idea of taking responsibility not just for ourselves but for others too rubs 
us the wrong way. We like to be independent and self-sufficient, not relying on anyone for anything and 
expecting everyone else to do the same. Humans constantly seek to shirk responsibility for one another 
and usually view responsibility as just another word for burden. And yet this is not how it is in God’s 
kingdom. 

In God’s eyes, we are responsible for others. We are not made to be independent or self-sufficient, 
and, in fact, God places specific people in our lives at specific times for us to steward those 
relationships. Just as God entrusts us with strengths and passions and resources, He entrusts us with 
people and expects us to care for them—especially those who don’t know Him. Instead of being a 
burden, this is a wonderful privilege and opportunity! What’s even better is that God does not leave us 
to care for people alone or in our own strength, but He invites us to bring them to Him in prayer. Prayer 
is a powerful expression of responsibility for those who are spiritually lost.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• red, yellow, and orange construction paper or faux leaves 

• scissors

• permanent marker

• jar, basket, or vase

WHAT YOU’LL DO

This month, gather together as a family and brainstorm some people God has put around you who 
don't know Him—people you feel responsible for loving and pointing to Christ (friends, neighbors, 
family members, coworkers, bosses, classmates, teachers, coaches, etc.). As you brainstorm, cut out leaf 
shapes from construction paper (or use faux leaves from a craft store, if you prefer). Write one name on 
each leaf, and then put all of the leaves in a jar or vase. Consider displaying this as a fall centerpiece on 
your kitchen table. Then, every night at dinner for a week, draw one name and pray for that person as 
you pray for your meal. (You could also keep your leaves in the car or by your child’s bed to pray while 
driving or at bedtime if one of those rhythms would suit your family better. Feel free to be creative and 
do whatever works for you!) In the midst of all our other responsibilities, we need not forget that we are 
our brothers’ and sisters’ keeper. Praying for those who don’t know God is often the best thing we can 
do because it’s not our strength that can save them, but His.

by Emily Schulz
Emily is the Family and Women’s Ministries Director at New Denver Church in Denver, CO. She has her BA in Christian Ministries 
from Biola University and her MDiv from Denver Seminary. Emily loves seasonal activities; date nights with her husband, Phil; cooking; 
playing games; spontaneous song and dance; and creating space for people to be known and loved.

family time

prayer
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family time

storytelling
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family time

storytelling

Thousands of miles away from the United States, a 
small country called Rwanda rests in the middle of 
Africa. The clean and beautiful capital city, Kigali, 
sprawls across big hills filled with green trees. The 
weather here feels warm and comfortable all year 
long. The local people are friendly, and many of 
them work on small farms outside the city. Beautiful 
handmade dresses made of brightly colored fabrics 
adorn the women. Most people walk or bike 
from place to place, or they ride on the back of 
motorcycle taxis. Life seems mostly good in Rwanda, 
but it was not always this way. There was a time 
not too long ago when people turned against each 
other and fought a terrible war; lots of people died. 
Neighbor turned against neighbor, and it tore the 
country apart. 

The hopeful thing is that the people of Rwanda 
learned that, in order to survive, they had a 
responsibility to love their neighbors. After the 
war, the Rwandan people started to rebuild their 
country; they accepted the responsibility to help 
each other by loving and forgiving each other. Many 
churches in Rwanda are now growing because they 
offer the hope, forgiveness, and love of Jesus. 

One pastor in Rwanda knew that God wanted 
him to love his neighbors by starting a school for 
disabled children. Pastor Isaac did not have any 
experience with disabled children, but he listened 
and obeyed God anyway. Today, the school he 
started is growing and helps many people in his 
community. Pastor Isaac is very happy that God gave 
him the responsibility to love his neighbors. Because 
of his obedience, many of his neighbors now go 
to church, and disabled children are learning and 
thriving because they are being loved.

Did you know that if you are a Christian, you are 
a part of God’s family made up of people from all 
over the world? I recently traveled to Rwanda where 
I met Pastor Isaac and many of the children he helps 
there at his school. I traveled from California, to 
New York, to Europe, and then finally to Rwanda. 
It took over 24 hours for me to get there and God 
showed me how I was responsible to love my 
neighbors even while I traveled—I was able to talk 
and share with my new neighbors on the airplanes. 
On one flight, I was able to give up my comfortable 
aisle seat to a woman so she could sit next to 
her husband. It was enjoyable to do because it is 

enjoyable to love your neighbor as yourself. When I 
arrived in Rwanda, I was glad to love my neighbors 
that lived thousands of miles away from my home. 
Sometimes loving people can be difficult, but many 
times it is very easy. I was able to give smiles, hugs, 
and handshakes. I gave words of encouragement, 
I sang songs, and I prayed with my neighbors who 
live in Rwanda. God allowed me to travel far away to 
another country to show me that I have neighbors to 
love all over the world.   

Did you know that the Creator of the universe 
wants you to help fill the world with His love? 
This is a big responsibility, but it is a wonderful 
responsibility. God could do everything Himself 
if He wanted to, but God invites you to partner 
with Him so you can experience the joy of having 
responsibility. God has given us the responsibility 
to obey Him, to take care of the earth, to take care 
of our bodies, and to obey our parents. But one of 
the biggest responsibilities that God has given us is 
the responsibility to love our neighbors as ourselves 
(Matthew 22:37–39). Many people think that their 
neighbors are only the people who live in the homes 
next to theirs, but no matter where you are in the 
world, any person near you is your neighbor. Pray 
and ask God to help you show His love to every 
person around you today!

by Trent Armstrong
Trent lives in Southern California with his wife and four 
children. Trent studied organizational leadership and holds a 
bachelor of science degree from Biola University. He currently 
serves at Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, CA, as a 
drummer on the worship team and has been involved in music 
ministry for more than 25 years.

Trentarmstrong.com

FOR THE WHOLE LAW CAN BE SUMMED UP IN THIS ONE COMMAND: “LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” (GALATIANS 5:14 NLT)
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family time

create

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 100 dried beans or other small, same-sized objects

• 11 mason jars or small clear containers

• 40 tags or paper pieces and tape 

WHAT YOU’LL DO

Create this visual example using beans and mason jars. Begin each example using a jar filled with 100 beans. Make 
labels for the jars with the following statistics. Each category will tell you the number of jars you will need. Allow your 
children to divide the correct amounts of beans into the appropriate jars. For instance, if the world were a village of 100 
people, there would be 50 women and 50 men. You would label one jar “women” and one “men,” and then your child 
would divide the beans evenly between two jars—50 beans in each. 

It can be difficult for us as adults to grasp the responsibility God has given us for our brothers and sisters around 
the world—let alone for our children to understand their role. With the world’s population reaching almost seven 
and a half billion people we can feel confused and overwhelmed by the sheer numbers, but what if we were to 
imagine our world as a village of 100 people? By learning about the people who live in the “village” we can find out 
about our neighbors around the world and the problems they face. Our hope is that this visual exercise will spark 
important conversations about what your family’s role can be in our global village! 

by Debbie Guinn
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family time

create

Age—3 jars

25 would be 0¬–14

66 would be 15–64

9 would be 65 and older

Infectious Disease—2 jars

1 would have HIV/AIDS

1 would have tuberculosis

Electricity—2 jars

82 would have electricity

18 would not

Geography—5 jars

60 would be from Asia

16 would be from Africa

10 would be from Europe

9 would be from Latin 
America and the Caribbean

5 would be from North 
America

Religion—6 jars

31 would be Christian

23 would be Muslim

15 would be Hindu

7 would be Buddhist

8 would believe in other 
religions

16 would not be religious or 
identify themselves as being 
aligned with a particular 
faith

First Language—10 jars

12 would speak Chinese

6 would speak Spanish

5 would speak English

4 would speak Hindi

3 would speak Arabic

3 would speak Bengali

3 would speak Portuguese 

2 would speak Russian

2 would speak Japanese

60 would speak other languages

Overall Literacy—2 jars

86 would be able to read 
and write

14 would not

Drinking Water—2 jars

91 would have access to safe 
drinking water

9 would use unimproved 
water

Sanitation—3 jars

68 would have improved 
sanitation

18 would have unimproved 
toilets

14 would have no toilets

Food—2 jars

89 would be nourished

11 would be undernourished

Poverty—2 jars

89 would not live in poverty

11 would live on less than 
$1.90 per day

All statistics from http://www.100people.org/statistics_detailed_statistics.php
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game time
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 1 football

• 8 orange cones*

• orange construction paper (optional)

• tape (optional)

*You may choose to create cones using 
construction paper and tape if you do not have 
access to plastic cones.

BEFORE YOU START

Find an open, grassy space in your backyard or at 
a local park. Your family will be playing a version of 
football, so you’ll need a large, rectangular space. 
Once you have determined your playing area, set the 
boundaries by placing a cone in each corner of your 
rectangle. 

In the center of the rectangle, spread the additional 
four cones out in a straight line with an equal distance 
between each one. You’ll want these cones to be a 
minimum of 8 to 10 feet apart within the rectangle. 

TIME TO PLAY!

Invite your family to gather around the playing area. 
Divide everyone into two teams. If you have an odd 
number of people, you may choose an adult or older 
child to be a referee or allow the youngest child to be 
on the team with more people.  

Flip a coin or play Rock, Paper, Scissors to 
determine which team gets the ball first. Once this 
has been decided, teams will head to opposing ends 
of the rectangle. The team with the ball will start the 
game by making the first move. They will need to run 
the football all the way down past the opposing team’s 
end of the rectangle, or goal, in order to score a point. 
However, each time a player with the football passes an 

orange cone along the way, she must throw the ball to 
another member of her team.  

During this team’s trek to the other side, the 
opposing team can run and try to tag the player with 
the football. If the player with the football is tagged, 
he must immediately give the ball to the person who 
tagged him, who will then try to make it to her team’s 
goal, while following the same rules. 

A round is complete once someone has scored one 
point by passing through his team’s goal (one end of 
the rectangle). Teams will alternate starting the round 
regardless of who is winning. The first team to score 10 
points wins.  

REMEMBER

God has entrusted us with the things and people 
around us. This is a huge responsibility, and, at times, 
responsibility can be hard. However, as followers 
of Jesus, responsibility is a wonderful and amazing 
opportunity! We get to care for the things and people 
we interact with every day. At the end of the football 
game, everyone probably felt pretty tired from working 
so hard to win. Remind your children that even 
though fulfilling responsibilities can leave us feeling 
tired or weary, working together to carry each other’s 
“burdens” is well worth the effort!  We can always 
depend on God’s never-ending strength. Whether we 
feel energized or tired in our responsibilities, He will 
see us through. 

by Heather DePartee
Heather has been in children’s ministry for seven years and is 
currently working at The Well Community Church in Fresno, CA, 
as the Kids Ministry Director for one of their three campuses. 
She has gone back to school for a degree in early childhood 
development and is loving every second! She is married to 
Adam and is crazy about pretty houseplants.
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family time recipe
family time

by Chantel C. Anthony
Chantel is a personal trainer and a Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist (CSCS) for professional and collegiate athletes. She 
has a passion for exercise science and enjoys educating and motivating her clients. She is currently a doctoral student at Oklahoma State 
University studying Health and Human Performance.

Prep Time: 15 min.   Cook Time: 20 min.    Yields: 4 bowls

Scripture tells us our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit and they belong to God (1 Corinthians 6:19–20). 
We are called to honor God with our bodies, and that includes what we put into them (e.g., food) and how we 
use them (e.g., exercise). It is our responsibility to take care of our temples and be good stewards of what God 
has blessed us with. 

As a strength and conditioning coach, I tell my athletes that the kitchen is just as important to their training as 
the weight room, if not more so. Proper eating is an essential part of a healthy and flourishing lifestyle. As God’s 
athletes, we are urged to exercise self-control and discipline our bodies so we may win the race marked out for 
us (1 Corinthians 9:24–27). This quick and nutrient-dense meal is packed full of protein and fiber and can serve 
as a great post-exercise meal to help your muscles repair.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 3–4 sweet potatoes

• 2 cups broccoli

• 2 cups quinoa

• 2–3 chicken breasts

• 1 teaspoon garlic salt, divided (or Mrs. Dash for 
low-sodium option)

• dash of salt

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Preheat oven to 350° F. Spray baking dish 
with olive oil or fill with 1/4 inch water and 
place chicken breasts in pan. Season with 1/2 
teaspoon garlic salt or Mrs. Dash and cover 
with foil. Bake 20 minutes or until no longer 
pink. Let cool and chop.

2. Fill a large pot about half full with water 
(enough to cover sweet potatoes) and add 
a dash of salt. Bring to boiling. Add sweet 
potatoes, cover, and cook for 10–12 minutes or 
until tender enough to be pierced by a fork. 
Let cool and dice.

3. In a separate pot, bring 1 1/2 cups of water to 
a boil over medium-high heat. Add broccoli, 
cover, and remove from heat. Steam for 4–5 
minutes or until tender. Drain water and let 
cool. Add 1/2 teaspoon garlic salt and chop.

4. In a medium saucepan, follow package 
direction to prepare quinoa.

5. In bowl, combine sweet potatoes, broccoli, 
quinoa, and cooked chicken. Mix and enjoy!

* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

Meal prep option: feel free to double or triple this recipe for lunch or dinner the next day. The leftovers are 
delicious and easily portable.



RESPONSIBILITY | homefrontmag.com21



RESPONSIBILITY | homefrontmag.com22



RESPONSIBILITY | homefrontmag.com23

kids in the kitchen
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

COOKIES

• 1 apple

• 1/4 cup peanut butter

• 1/4 cup almonds, sliced

• 1/4 cup walnuts, chopped

• 1/4 cup shredded coconut

• 1/4 cup chocolate chips

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Remove apple core and slice apple into thin 
rings.

2. Spread peanut butter on one side of each 
apple ring. 

3. Top with almonds, walnuts, coconut, and 
chocolate chips.

Prep Time: 8 min.   Yields: 8 cookies

by Debbie Guinn

Your children will have fun helping you choose toppings and creating their own 
energizing treats. Remind them that God has entrusted us with taking care of our 

bodies, and one easy way to do that is to eat healthy snacks!
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family time

god’s word

Genesis sets the stage for the fascinating narrative of 
the Bible as well as all of human history. In the first 
few chapters, we meet God, the Creator of heaven 
and earth, and the first humans, Adam and Eve. 
Tragically, Adam and Eve disobey God and unwittingly 
destroy the perfect world He created. They feel 
the effects of their fall immediately as they begin to 
shift blame and shirk responsibility for their actions, 
revealing a rupture in human relationships. In chapter 
4, we find that Cain, one of Adam and Eve’s sons, is 
equally prone to dodging responsibility.

Cain and his brother, Abel, engage in sibling 
rivalry to the worst degree. Abel gives God an 
offering from the best of what he has, and God is 
pleased. Cain gives God his leftovers, and God is not 
pleased. Instead of Cain taking responsibility for his 
halfhearted sacrifice, he acts out of jealousy and kills 
his brother. When God comes to him and asks where 
Abel is, Cain asks the now proverbial question, “Am I 
my brother’s keeper?” He evades responsibility once 
more, and God disciplines him for his series of bad 
decisions. Though God graciously promises to protect 
Cain from those who would try to harm him, Cain 
must leave his family and become a wanderer.

This sad story illustrates for us the sinful propensity 
of human hearts in a fallen world. We would do well to 
place ourselves in Cain’s shoes and ask where we tend 
to avoid responsibility. Galatians 6:2 says, “Carry each 
other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 
of Christ.” Then verse 5 adds “Each one should carry 
their own load.” It may seem like a bit of a paradox, 
but we are called to take responsibility both for 
ourselves and for others. This is part of what it means 
to be a follower of Christ. 

HEAR IT

Read Genesis 4:1–16 out loud as a family. (If your kids 
are young, paraphrase it for them instead since it gets 
somewhat graphic.)

Then, discuss the following questions:

• What do you think Cain should have said when God 
asked him where his brother was?

• Why do you think Cain responded to God the way 
he did? (Fear? Guilt? Shame?)

• When have you been tempted to shift blame to 
someone else or not take responsibility for a bad 
decision you made? 

• Whom do you have a harder time taking 
responsibility for—yourself or others?

DO IT

As a family, spend three minutes brainstorming some 
of the things you do each day to take responsibility for 
yourself (brush your teeth, put on clothes, eat breakfast, 
etc.). Set a timer and have everyone shout out suggestions 
as one person writes them down. 

Then, spend three minutes doing the same thing, but 
this time brainstorm things you do (or could possibly do) to 
take responsibility for others (befriending someone who’s 
lonely, standing up for someone being bullied, picking 
up a mess made by a sibling, buying fair-trade products, 
feeding someone who’s hungry, visiting someone who’s sick 
or elderly, providing respite or foster care for children or 
youth, giving money to an organization that fights for justice 
for the oppressed, etc.). 

Finally, choose one thing from your second list to do 
together as a family this month. Pray that God will soften 
your hearts when you find yourself questioning, “Am I my 
brother’s keeper?”

by Emily Schulz
Emily is the Family and Women’s Ministries Director at New Denver 
Church in Denver, CO. She has her BA in Christian Ministries from 
Biola University and her MDiv from Denver Seminary. Emily loves 
seasonal activities; date nights with her husband, Phil; cooking; 
playing games; spontaneous song and dance; and creating space for 
people to be known and loved.
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These commandments that I give you today are to 
be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you SIT AT HOME and when you 
walk ALONG THE ROAD, when you LIE DOWN and when 
you GET UP.               

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

tot time rhyme
(ages 3 & under)

family time

He has given us all good gifts, 

all good gifts, all good gifts. 

He has given us all good gifts so we 

will take care of them.

We will tell the world that God is love,

God is love, God is love.

We will tell the world that God is love 

and He really cares for you.  

Get the audio recording of this song at bit.ly/septembertottime

As you settle your little one in for the night, sing these 
sweet words to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” 
as a reminder that God has entrusted us with the 
people and things around us. 

L
IE

 D
O

W
N

by Trevor Kelso
Trevor is the Worship Pastor at ROCKHARBOR Church in Costa Mesa, CA. He loves the opportunity to help others 
encounter God. When he’s not leading worship, Trevor is a big fan of the great outdoors—whether it’s surfing, cycling, 
playing tennis, or just spending quality time with dogs. He is an avid art and music lover who enjoys time with family 
and friends, especially if that means an old-fashioned BBQ with his closest buds.
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blessing
family time

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE PASSAGE, OR WORDS 

OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF DECLARING GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

The environment of RESPONSIBILITY reminds us 
that God has not only given His followers the free gift 
of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ but has also 
entrusted us with this good news to pass on to others.  

It’s easy to live life with our desires and interests 
at the center. However, to truly know Christ is to 
know our mission: to tell others about the love and 
forgiveness of Jesus. 

Today’s social structure is often antagonistic to 
Christianity, and in some countries around the world, 
our brothers and sisters are severely persecuted 
for their Christian beliefs. Although this reality 
can be difficult to navigate, it does not release us 
from the responsibility God has given us to be His 
ambassadors. 

Our children will imitate our passion for making 
Christ known both here and abroad. They will 
internalize our faith, whether we are timid in telling 
others about God’s love or bold in doing good and 
sharing His plan for our lives. 

This month take the opportunity with your family 
to remember why we are here on this earth. We are 
not here for our own pleasure but rather to proclaim 
and live the good news of redemption. God loves us 
and has adopted us into His family through Christ 
Jesus. Isn’t this news everyone in the world should 
hear? Indeed it is!

READ 

Parents, read Galatians 6:9 over your child:

 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at 
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up. 

BLESS

[Child’s name], may you know that your heavenly 
Father loves you. May you know that in Jesus, you 
have been accepted into God’s family by His grace 
and forgiveness. May you have confidence in Him to 
proclaim this love and grace to everyone around you. 
And may you not grow weary in telling the good news 
of Christ until He comes again to take you home with 
Him. 

by Michelle Anthony
Michelle is the Executive Pastor of Family Ministries at New Life 
Church in Colorado Springs, CO. Michelle has graduate degrees 
in Christian education, theology, and leadership and more than 
25 years of church ministry experience as a children’s and family 
pastor. She loves a good book and a cup of coffee.
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LIVES BEING TRANSFORMED THROUGH OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

Operation Christmas Child, a program of Samaritan’s Purse, is a ministry 
God is using to accomplish amazing things.

Since 1993, more than 146 million children in developing nations like 
Senegal, Haiti, and El Salvador have received shoeboxes filled with toys, 
school supplies, and hygiene items.

Packed by generous people in the United States, Canada, and nine 
other countries, these boxes show struggling children that they are loved 
by people they’ll probably never meet and, more importantly, that they are 
loved by God.

Operation Christmas Child is also an effective tool for North American 
parents to teach their children compassion and empathy as they shop 
together for shoebox items, and then pray over each box.

“Our children often pack for the same gender and age range as them so 
they can personalize their boxes,” said Karla Rosenkranz, a mother of three 
children in Red Deer, Alberta. “Plus, they talk to their peers about shoeboxes. And they learn about kids in other countries 
and that where we live is not the be-all and end-all.”

Each Operation Christmas Child shoebox also opens the door for Samaritan’s Purse to work with leaders in the 
communities where shoeboxes are distributed to meet urgent needs such as safe water, medical care, vocational training, 
and more.

More importantly, each shoebox opens the door for Samaritan’s Purse and its partner churches to invite shoebox 
recipients to participate in The Greatest Journey. This 12-lesson evangelism and discipleship program, which began in 
2009, is being used by God in tremendous ways. In 2016 alone, more than 1.5 million children made public decisions for 
Christ through The Greatest Journey.

taking action
family time

146.8 11.4 104
number of children who’ve received 
gift-filled Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes since 1993

number of Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes packed worldwide in 2016

number of countries that have received 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox 
gifts since 1993

MILLION MILLION
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taking action
family time

Here’s just one example of how God is using Operation Christmas 
Child and The Greatest Journey for His glory:

In a Cambodian village, children gathered around Thida to hear her 
read the stories of Jesus. You’d never guess it’s been only a few months 
since the 13-year-old girl gave her heart to Christ and began reading the 
Bible. After Thida received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift, 
she was invited to participate in The Greatest Journey. 

At first, Thida was disrespectful to her teacher and refused to 
participate in class. She showed little interest in God or the Bible. She 
also had a strained relationship with her parents. 

Thida’s attitude changed during the fifth lesson, when she read about 
Zacchaeus in Luke 19. “Zacchaeus was not a good man,” Thida said. “But 
when he met Jesus, he repented.” 

Thida realized Jesus could also change her life, so she prayed to 
repent of her sins and trust Him as her Lord and Savior. Then she made 
her mother’s birthday memorable. “I told my mother I loved her,” Thida 
said. “She cried because she had never heard those words from me.” 
Now, Thida tells friends and family what she learned from The Greatest 
Journey. “I want to be a person who respects my parents, follows Jesus, 
and follows the plan God prepared for me,” she says.

Please visit SamaritansPurse.org/OCC (United States) or 
SamaritansPurse.ca/OCC (Canada) to learn more about Operation 
Christmas Child, including how you and your church can participate.

4.9 11 77
number of children who made 
decisions for Jesus Christ through 
The Greatest Journey evangelism 
and discipleship program since its 
inception in 2009

number of children who have enrolled 
in The Greatest Journey since 2010

number of languages (with 11 more 
pending) in which The Greatest 
Journey is taught

MILLION MILLION



RESPONSIBILITY | homefrontmag.com30

The Republic of Rwanda is a landlocked country located in central Africa. It is bordered on the 
west by the Democratic Republic of the Congo, with which it shares the shores of Lake Kivu; on 
the north by Uganda; on the east by Tanzania; and on the south by Burundi. Rwanda is a small 
country with an area of 10,169 square miles. 

RWANDA
BURUNDI

UGANDA

KENYA

TANZANIA

CONGO
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• Rwanda is one of the cleanest countries in Africa and maybe the world. Why? 
Rwanda has a community cleaning day on the last Saturday of the month 
where all people contribute to cleaning up their neighborhood.

• No flip-flop sandals are allowed in Rwanda.

• Plastic bags are not allowed in Rwanda due to the mess and environmental 
harm they can cause.

In 2004, Saddleback Church was invited to make Rwanda the first “Purpose Driven Nation,” and since then, over 3,000 
local churches have been trained in church health. Through their signature initiatives of Orphan Care and HIV and 
AIDS, alongside initiatives such as Poverty, Clean Water, English as a Foreign Language, preschools, and more, Rwanda 
is demonstrating that the church is the hope of the world and the source of transformation in the community. This 
countrywide model of “PEACE” is now an example for nations all over Africa! Families are leaving poverty, orphans are 
being adopted, the sick are accessing healthcare, and relationships are being restored.

Read our Storytelling article (pages 14–15) to hear from one of our authors who just returned from a trip with 
Saddleback Church to Rwanda.

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global mind-set in children for people beyond 
the boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

NOW THAT WE KNOW WHERE IN THE WORLD RWANDA IS, LET’S MEET AND GREET 
ITS PEOPLE.

POPULATION
12,174,513

LANGUAGE
KINYARWANDA

RELIGION
CATHOLIC 56.9%
PROTESTANT 26%       
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 11.1%
ISLAM 4.6%

If you lived in Rwanda, you would eat simple meals made with locally grown ingredients. Rwandan 
food is neither spicy nor hot and consists mainly of sweet potatoes, beans, corn, peas, millet, plantains, 
cassava, and fruit. The potato is now also very popular.

If you went to church in 
Rwanda, you would most 

likely go to a Catholic church. 

There are over 12 
million people who call 

Rwanda their home. 

To talk to your 
friends in Rwanda 
you would speak 

Kinyarwanda. 

To say, “Hello” in Kinyarwanda 
you would say, “Muraho!”    
(pronounced “Moo Rah 

Hoh!”).

global
family time
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student id
equip

(middle school)

Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap 
a harvest if we do not give up.” Let’s be honest: parenting middle school students gives you every 
reason to grow weary. As I’ve worked in ministries from birth through high school over the years, 
one of the most fascinating transitions for me to watch is always the transition to middle school. 
Like clockwork, these students begin to change. They become more curious, more self-focused, 
and more stinky! In addition, they become much more self-aware, and this is precisely the moment 
that you as the parent have the responsibility to not give up. God has entrusted you with this crazy 
tween for such a time as this. 

Last winter I had the privilege of speaking at a middle school winter camp where I gave a series 
of talks to the students. During one of the sessions I talked about the masks we wear to try to hide 
who we truly are. We use our masks in an attempt to cover and avoid, but all the while God wants 
us to be who He created us to be: our real selves. Then we handed each of the students a black 
mask and a permanent marker, and we gave them space.  

I got off the stage after sharing my message and my heart began to sink. What if that was too 
deep? What if these middle school students weren’t actually faking it (yet)? Did my talk connect 
with anyone? Then I looked around. Students everywhere were writing on their masks. One by 
one, they began to stand, walk over, and drop their masks at the foot of the cross. After the session 
ended and the students cleared out, I walked over to the pile of masks and began to read the 
responses—I was blown away. 

“Sports,” “video games,” and “fitting in” were all common responses, but as I dug further I read, 
“I hurt my family because I am hurting.” I was speechless. I invited these students to be real and 
they were just that. 

Helping students open up takes time. It takes vulnerability from us as adults, and it takes work 
to create an environment where students feel safe enough to share. But it is truly our responsibility 
to not grow weary, to continue to ask, to invite them to share, and to create space so our middle 
school students can become more of who God has created them to be. 

Sometimes asking students questions is fruitless, but this month, commit to not giving up. 
Continue to ask questions that are open-ended, engaging, and pointed. 

“What are things that make you come alive?” 

“Where are places you feel like you have to hide who you really are?” 

If we remain faithful, I believe that one day we will reap a harvest with our children as they 
have meaningful encounters with God and are forever changed.

by Krista Heinen
Krista is the NextGen Associate Pastor at Elmbrook Church in Brookfield, WI. Krista helps equip and support the 
families at Elmbrook through resources, events, and conversations. 

Twitter @KristaHeinen
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student id
equip

(high school)

As a young kid, I remember asking my parents to give me more chores. I 
wanted to help do the dishes, take out the trash, and wash the dog. As you 
can imagine, my parents were pleased and the neighbors were impressed. 
However, their joy was short-lived as I clumsily went about these menial tasks. My 
competency did not quite match my good intentions. 

High schoolers, on the other hand, are increasingly able to take on more 
responsibility, but their desire to do so often doesn’t match their competency. 
As most parents have discovered, teenagers would prefer to be on social media, 
hang out with their friends, or frankly do nothing rather than take on additional 
tasks. Not only that, but high schoolers do not respond well to commands void 
of reasoning they can understand. Learning godly responsibility requires the 
Holy Spirit to work on our hearts and minds. Therefore, it’s good for parents of 
high schoolers to focus on the desires of their teens’ hearts and not merely their 
outward actions.

In order to do this, it’s helpful to remember that your children’s primary 
responsibility is to God. We desire our children to obey, honor, love, and glorify 
God above all. Since God is the only one with the power to change your teens’ 
hearts, you must labor to point them to God Himself. Here are two tips on how to 
foster a sense of godly responsibility in your high school children.

1. Teach them God’s law. No child can wholeheartedly obey what he or 
she does not know and understand. Therefore, a knowledge of their 
responsibility to God and what He demands of them is essential. 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 tells us to “fear God and keep his commandments, for 
this is the whole duty of man” (ESV). What this looks like will vary from 
family to family. I recommend having a regular but short time set apart 
for catechesis or Bible study or singing where your children can receive 
education in a devotional environment. Regardless of what your devotional 
time looks like, the Scriptures instruct parents to have the commands of 
God on their hearts and to “teach them diligently to your children” and to 
“talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, 
and when you lie down, and when you rise” (Deuteronomy 6:7 ESV) and 
when you are in the car and when you are at the dinner table and even 
when you are doing chores.

2. Give them God’s gospel. While God’s law is good, it does not possess the 
power to change the heart. Only the gospel, the good news that God has 
forgiven and adopted those who trust in the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, has the power to change the heart (Romans 1:16). When 
your children fail to fulfill their responsibility to love God, they might need 
discipline but they definitely need the gospel. They need to hear the good 
news that their relationship with God (and their parents) is not primarily 
based on their actions but on who they are in Christ. Remember, your high 
school children need to hear reasons for responsibility, and there is no 
better reason than God’s love in Jesus. Only this will enable them to fulfill 
their responsibility to love God and maybe, just maybe, that will cause 
them to help you with the dishes. 

by Noah Illig
Noah is the Interim Middle School Director at South Shores Church in Dana Point, CA, where he 
lives with his new wife, Kate.
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We’ve been shirking responsibility from the beginning.

At the precise moment the sticky juice of forbidden fruit dribbled down Eve’s chin, the breakdown began.

Am I my brother’s keeper?

Perhaps the most famous responsibility buster in all of Scripture, Cain’s proverbial shrug can be traced directly back to 
his parents’ shamefaced murmurings: The woman you put here with me … The serpent deceived me … 

The excuses flowed as freely as the Maker’s sorrow.

I sometimes forget that responsibility was designed to breathe life—to give joy, satisfaction, and fulfillment. Because 
when my own meager efforts are peppered with selfishness, greed, and grumbling, it’s far too easy to blame my attitude on 
the duties themselves. We are wired to long after beauty, but outside the boundaries of the Garden, these weighty, tedious 
things we call responsibilities are often anything but beautiful.

And could our selfishness be any more evident than in our homes?

To the outside world, my little family of four makes for a pretty, color-coordinated picture as we slip into church each 
Sunday morning. But I can’t help feeling a bit like a fraud.

Because I am a granddaughter of Eve.

And excuses run in our blood.

“I’m a writer,” I say, “a creative thinker, an artist. Everybody knows artists are messy and unorganized. Homemaking just 
isn’t my gift. So yeah, God, I’ll make sure we look pretty on the outside and I’ll raise these children to love You and Your 
Word. But the house? Well, the house will always be a wreck. You made me this way, after all. What do You expect of me?” 

I wonder if I look like Grandma Eve when I pass the buck.

The Weight of Responsibility
Brittany Woodward

about   faq
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EXCUSES

The problem with this mindset is that it prevents us from enjoying the freedom which goes hand-in-hand with 
responsibility.

That’s right. I said freedom.

Because yes, it is a weighty responsibility to use and sharpen the gifts God has so graciously bestowed. But there 
is a distinct joy and liberty that can only be found when I am walking uprightly within the framework of my purpose. 
And when my house is cluttered, my schedule is unkempt, and I find myself wandering without direction? My 
creativity lies dormant, shackled by the chains of disorder and chaos.

In other words, by using my artistic nature to defend my irresponsibility, I actually squelch the creative spirit that 
so easily fuels my excuses.  

As Elisabeth Elliot says in her treasure Let Me Be a Woman, “A disordered life speaks loudly of disorder in the 
soul.”  

And perhaps the most profound consequence of evading our duties is the responsibility for end results. 

Because God gifted me with all the creativity and perseverance I need to serve both Him and my family well. 
But when a cluttered workspace drains my creative energy … when a messy kitchen stunts my culinary endeavors … 
and when a lifestyle of neglect toward domestic responsibilities kills any sense of beauty, order, and discipline in my 
home …

Then I alone will be held responsible for every word that remains unwritten, every meal that fails to nourish, and 
every chore that gets swept under the rug. (No pun intended.)

And I alone will be held responsible when my daughters’ learned behaviors are someday traced directly back to 
my own shamefaced murmurings.

 THE GOSPEL CHANGES EVERYTHING

Colossians 3:23 states, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters.”

Scripture reminds us over and over that the gospel applies to every area of our lives, whether we’re writing 
magazine articles, running corporations, serving overseas, or scrubbing grubby toilets.

The gospel changes everything.

Will there be difficult days? Yes.

Will we fail? Yes.

Will writer’s block, Pop-Tarts, and rooms so messy we can’t find the floor sometimes color our world? YES. (If I’m 
honest, these details color my world more often than I would like.)

But the gospel also reminds us we don’t have to be perfect.

If we simply take ownership of our tasks and submit the work of our hands (however imperfect) to Christ’s 
redemptive power, we find that He shoulders the load of responsibility that once weighed so heavily on our hearts.

In other words: we give our best, and He takes responsibility for the rest.

Because we are children of Christ. And freedom runs in our blood.

Brittany is a born-and-bred Oklahoman living in the heart of Tornado Alley with her husband and two young daughters. She is a 
homeschooling mama by day, an aspiring picture book author by night, and a lover of literature, worship, fitness, The Office, and coffee 
(give her allllll the coffee).

Blog letterstomylittles.com

Facebook Letters to my Littles
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Letter to My Kids
Mike Kelsey

As a father, I’ve learned how difficult it can be to express myself to my kids in honest, vulnerable, 
and affectionate ways. Even though it may be difficult, there are (at least) three things I think I have the 
responsibility to communicate to my children personally and constantly. Maybe this letter can give you a 
starting point for a conversation with your own kids.  

Hey Kids,

It’s Daddy (or “Dad” if you’re too cool now to use such an affectionate term). I’ve been thinking a lot about 
you and my role as your father. There are a few things I want you to know. 

I love you.

First of all, I love you. Hopefully you already know that. But what’s important to me is that you know why 

everyday mom blog     everyday dad blog     food     crafts     family
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I love you. If I were to ask you, “Why does Daddy love you?” what would you say? See, at any given point 
in your life, your confidence in my love will be based on something. If you believe my love for you is based 
on your success, then when you get a bad grade or have a bad game, you’ll wonder if I still love you. If you 
believe that my love for you is based on your good behavior, then when you do something wrong, you’ll 
wonder if I still love you. 

So, as your father, let me clarify this for you now. My love for you is based on something that will never 
change: You are my son. You are my daughter. And you always will be. You were mine before you were ever 
able to do anything worthy of approval. So hear me: I love you. And I will always love you. No matter what.

I’m sorry.

Fatherhood has been one of the most humbling experiences of my life. I love you and I want to be the 
best dad I can be. But sometimes, I fail. Sometimes, I fail miserably. And sometimes, you have had to suffer 
the consequences. So you probably have not heard me say this enough, but I’m sorry. I’m sorry for being 
impatient and harsh with you. I’m sorry for so often choosing my career over our relationship. I’m sorry 
for making you feel like an inconvenience or distraction. I’m sorry for not investing in your spiritual life as 
much as I should have. I’m sorry for the times I’ve sinfully misrepresented what God is like in my words, 
actions, and priorities. I know you are aware of where I fall short. And if you’re too young to notice, you will 
one day. So I just want you to know that I’m aware, too. You’re not making it up. You’re not being a crybaby. 
I was wrong. And I’m sorry.

Jesus is better.

Jesus is much better than me. If you have ever felt loved by me, know that my love is merely a shallow 
reflection of the vast, inexhaustible, life-changing love that Jesus has for you. I made sacrifices for you to 
have a decent life. But Jesus made the ultimate sacrifice so that you could have eternal life. I need your 
forgiveness. But Jesus died so that you and I could receive the forgiveness we desperately need from God. 

I have failed to be the father I should be. But Jesus is perfect in every way. In fact, that’s what makes 
Him qualified to be our Savior. To earn God’s approval, we need to live a perfect life. But Jesus is the only 
perfect person who has ever lived. Wherever I have failed, Jesus has excelled. Whatever God has required, 
Jesus has perfectly fulfilled. And He did this not only to give us an example of how to live but so that by 
putting our trust in Him, we can enjoy all the rewards that Jesus earned through His perfect life. 

Jesus is so much better than I am. My deepest desire as a father is that you would know, love, and 
worship Him. I pray that you see Jesus through what I’ve done well and in spite of what I’ve done wrong. I 
thank God every day for letting me be your daddy.

Love,

Dad

P.S. I should be honest that my love for you is slightly dependent on the birthday gifts you give me every 
year. 

Mike Kelsey pastors McLean Bible Church’s Montgomery County Campus in Rockville, MD. Born into a strong lineage 
of Washington, D.C., pastors that includes both his father and grandfather, Mike has a passion to advance the gospel in 
multiethnic contexts and longs to see the emerging generation invest their lives for the glory of God. He is married to his 
college sweetheart, Ashley, and they have three young children, Ava, Michael, and Jackson.
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Respite care is temporary care (a week or a 
weekend) for a foster child. It gives the foster parent 
a break from the child—a much-needed service for 
foster parents.

Respite care is a great way to learn about the foster 
care system and meet kids in foster care without the 
commitment of having a child placed in your home. 
It’s a way to dip your toes into the waters of foster care 
without diving in head first.

Requirements for becoming a respite care parent 
vary by state. On average you’ll need the same 
requirements as foster parents.

WRAPAROUND CARE

Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you 
will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 6:2)

Foster parents could use help (understatement). 
It’s amazing to see churches stepping up to provide 
wraparound care for foster parents.

Wraparound care can be almost anything. A meal, 
transportation, prayer, a listening ear, yard work. 
There’s no shortage of ways to help out foster parents 
with care.

In our city—Colorado Springs, CO—we have the 
Care Portal (careportal.org) where parents can submit 
their needs and then the community can fulfill those 
needs. Just recently I saw a request for a girl needing 
a prom dress. The community stepped up and fulfilled 
that need. It was truly the church being the church.

There really aren’t requirements for wraparound 
care—just a willingness to serve. 

NEXT ACTIONS

My goal with this article is for you to take an action—
even if that action is praying for the foster care 
situation in the U.S.

If you want to get involved in the foster care 
system, I encourage you to Google “foster care in [your 
state]” and find resources to get started. 

by Mike Ruman
Mike is the Founder and CEO of Parenting Academy 
(parentingacademy.com). Parenting Academy is a digital 
learning community equipping moms and dads to be rockstar 
parents. Mike also founded the Swipe It app (swipeitapp.com) 
that helps connect families together through fun table-topic 
questions and challenges.

It’s hard to talk about responsibility and not mention 
the 500,000 kids in the foster care system in the 
United States and our responsibility as the church to 
take care of them.

Of those 500,000 kids, about 125,000 are legal 
orphans waiting for adoption.

There are over 300,000 churches in this country. If 
50 percent of those churches each took responsibility 
for one legal orphan we, the church, could give every 
one of those kids a home.

Sounds simple, right?

Instead of relying on our churches to take the 
charge, let’s put the ball in your court. What can you 
do?

Here are three main areas where you can take 
responsibility.

BECOME A FOSTER PARENT

Defend the weak and the fatherless; uphold the 
cause of the poor and the oppressed. Rescue the 
weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand 
of the wicked. (Psalm 82:3–4)

My wife and I have been certified foster parents for 
over seven years. We’ve seen a lot and been through a 
lot. We’ve had teenagers to babies. We’ve adopted. It’s 
not easy, but it’s worth it.

A foster parent takes temporary custody of kids 
in the foster care system. Our job is to take care of 
these kids while the biological parents work through 
their treatment plan. The goal is always reunification. 
If the courts decide the biological parents are not fit to 
have their kids returned, the foster children become 
available for adoption. 

Requirements to be a foster parent vary by state. On 
average you’ll need:

• 40 hours of training

• Home inspection

• Background check

• Continuing education credits (each year)

RESPITE CARE

The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40
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Recently a local cell-phone company started running a promotion promising that if you sign a contract with 
them, they’ll buy you out of your old one. It’s a tempting offer because my phone is last year’s model and I’m not 
eligible for an upgrade for several months. They’ll scratch my back so I’ll scratch theirs. 

We live in a consumer-based society in which commitment is based upon mutual benefit. As long as the 
producer supplies me with something that meets my expectations at a price I’m willing to pay, they will get my 
business. However, as soon as they no longer meet my expectations or someone offers a better product at a lower 
cost, I’m out.  

Now, this may work in a consumer-based society, but it becomes a dangerous mindset to bring into a marriage. 
Marriages were never intended to be contracts but rather covenants. What’s the difference? Well, it all comes down 
to our focus. A contract is me-focused (I enter into it to meet my needs). A covenant is we-focused (we enter into it 
to mutually meet one another’s needs). 

Our society treats marriage as a legal contract that can easily be dissolved or broken for any number of 
reasons: 

“We fell out of love.” 

“He just wasn’t meeting my needs” (in other words, he wasn’t living up to my expectations). 

“We have irreconcilable differences.” 

This last one is the number one reason people give for divorcing, and it’s undoubtedly true, because every 
couple has irreconcilable differences. Every couple is made up of two people who have different perspectives and 
different desires, so no matter how similar they are they will always have differences. The question is: What do we 
do when we come face-to-face with these differences?

CONTRACT                        VS.                    COVENANT  

What will it take? Whatever it takes!

I’ll meet your needs IF you meet mine.  I’ll do my best to meet your needs, regardless.

I’ll meet you halfway. I’ll give 100 percent.

What do I get? (self-focused) What can I give? (other-focused)

For as long as we both shall love. For as long as we both shall live.

Conditional and impermanent. Unconditional and permanent.

 



RESPONSIBILITY | homefrontmag.com43

marriage
support

If you view your marriage as a contract, then as soon as you run face-first into one of your differences, you will 
naturally begin to look for an out. You will begin to compare your marriage to your perception of others’ marriages, 
or you will begin to resent your spouse for failing to live up to his or her end of the agreement. Suddenly, you 
find yourself flirting with the idea that this isn’t your fault; you just married the wrong person. Once you begin to 
embrace that idea, you’ve unwittingly unlocked the back door to your marriage.

However, if you view your marriage as a covenant, then you’ll recognize that there simply is no back door to 
marriage. Despite what our society or our legal system says, the marriage bond is permanent—not because we are 
perfect people who perfectly keep our vows, but rather because it’s God who unites us together as husband and 
wife. Jesus himself said, “What God has joined together, let no one separate” (Matthew 19:6). In other words, the 
covenant between a husband and wife and their God is unconditional and permanent. 

This alters the way we approach our differences, doesn’t it? When there is no back door to marriage, it means 
we are in it for the long haul, despite our differences and disappointments. Since there’s no backing out, when we 
encounter conflict, as we inevitably will, it does us no good to grow resentful and detached. Instead of pulling away, 
our covenant reminds us to lean in and fight for our marriage—this includes working through the disagreements, 
seeking to understand one another’s perspective, and striving to articulate our own perspective in a tone and 
manner that won’t put our spouse on the defensive. The covenantal perspective of marriage reminds us that we 
are one flesh, partners unified in our commitment to God and one another—not for a season or until we’ve lost that 
lovin’ feeling, but for the rest of our lives. 

This may sound like a heavy burden—a life sentence even—but it’s really a blessing. Since there’s no back door 
to marriage, it forces us to work through the hard stuff and face our differences head-on. As the saying goes, what 
doesn’t kill us makes us stronger. My marriage has not only survived but thrived because my wife and I couldn’t run 
away from our conflict. Sure, we fight and we get emotionally overwhelmed at times, but at the end of the day we 
both know that God can help us navigate around any obstacle we face, even if we don’t see a way through. And so, 
after a brief cooling-off period, we turn our hearts back toward one another. With God’s help, we get back to work 
because we know that we’re not in it alone. God is with us, and if He’s with us, even our irreconcilable differences 
don’t stand a chance.   

by Eric Wayman
Eric is a pastor of Lighthouse Community Church in Costa Mesa, CA and the author of the upcoming book, Reclaiming Your Identity. 
He also teaches at Vanguard University of Southern California and disciples those who are hungry to grow. He and his wife Cathy are 
raising their two sons to be men of God.

Blog waymanjourney.blogspot.com

Instagram @ericwayman
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what kinds of things happened during those church 
services. I explained that many times there was no 
children’s ministry and kids sat with their parents 
during church (which would explain the name “JOHN” 
and a game of tic-tac-toe etched in the back of our old 
pew!).  

In this unplanned and unsuspecting moment, I 
realized it was my responsibility to pass this history 
on to my grandchildren. God entrusted these little 
lives to my children, and in turn I get to play a big role 
in their lives as well. I don’t want to be too busy to miss 
opportunities like these—opportunities that present 
themselves in the natural rhythm of life. It made me 
realize teaching moments are all around us.  

What simple life lessons and stories can you pass 
on to your grandchildren? Are there things you’d be 
surprised they don’t know? You don’t have to plan 
out teaching times—just spend time with them and be 
present. It’s our God-given responsibility to influence 
the lives of our precious grandchildren, and it can be as 
simple as imagining if pews could talk! 

by Debbie Guinn

I’ve always been fascinated with old churches. Pews, 
stained-glass windows, pulpits—they all hold a special 
place in my heart. I’ve even had grandiose ideas of 
renovating an old church into a home! I grew up going 
to a small church in Southern California, and it holds 
a lot of special memories for me. My father served as 
a deacon, and my mom was the church secretary for a 
season. My grandmother led the Women’s Missionary 
Society, and they worked tirelessly making quilts to 
send to missionaries overseas—I still have a few of 
the extra quilts in my possession. We were at church 
every single Sunday morning, Sunday evening, and 
Wednesday night! 

I’ve often dreamed of owning a church pew for 
extra seating, but until recently I’ve never had the 
space. The thought of having a seat where people 
may have given their lives to Jesus for the first time 
or prayed for healing or for the return of a wayward 
child was exciting to me. I loved imagining people 
connecting with Jesus as they held their hymnals and 
worshipped Him. When we moved last month, I began 
looking for just the right pew, and I found it! My four 
grandchildren and their daddies hopped in our cars, 
and we took the 30-minute drive out in the country 
to a small Texas town to pick it up. The trip itself was 
quite an adventure! 

When we got home, my grandchildren, ages six 
through twelve, began asking what the boxes on the 
back of the pew were for. I explained that they held 
hymnals. The children gave me puzzled looks and 
said, “What’s that?” Even though they have all been 
raised going to church weekly they had no idea! They 
attend churches equipped with the latest audio-visual 
equipment that projects the words of worship songs 
and Scripture onto a screen. I happen to have a few 
hymnals on hand, so we sat down together and began 
reading through the songs. The beautiful, deep words 
seemed to leap off the pages. The kids even tried 
singing some of the lyrics to their own tunes—it wasn’t 
pretty! I shared with them that one of my favorite 
memories as a young girl was looking up at my mom, 
their great-grandmother, during church on Sunday 
mornings, holding her hymnal. We talked more about 

Picking up the pew in Taylor, TX
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS

The order of the 10 Environments listed coincides 
with the monthly distribution of this resource.

1
2

3 4

5

“God has entrusted 
me with the things and 

people He created 
around me.”

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God has a big story, 
and I can be a part 

of it!”

“God transforms me 
when I step out in faith.”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be done?’”

Responsibility
This environment captures the ability to 
take ownership for one’s life, gifts, and 
resources before God. A child must be 
challenged to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually lost. 
Our hope is that the Holy Spirit will use 
this environment to allow each child to 
understand that God has entrusted His 
world to us.

Love&Respect
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This 
environment recognizes that children need 
an environment of love and respect in order 
to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Innate to this environment is the value 
that children are respected because they 
embody the image of God. We must speak to 
them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are 
never withheld due to one’s behavior.

Storytelling
The power of The Big God Story impacts our 
lives by giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring 
perspective into how God has been moving 
throughout history. It is the story of redemption, 
salvation, and hope and tells how I have been 
grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told 
for God’s glory.

Out of the 
Comfort Zone
As children and students are 
challenged to step out of their 
comfort zone from an early age, they 
learn to experience a dependence 
on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen them beyond their 
natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will 
cultivate a generation that, instead 
of seeking comfort, seeks a radical 
life of faith in Christ.

Serving
This posture of the heart asks 
the question, “What needs to 
be done?” It allows the Holy 
Spirit to cultivate a sensitivity to 
others and focuses on a cause 
bigger than one individual life. It 
helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ-followers we are to view 
our lives as living sacrifices that 
we generously give away!
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN IGNITE 
A TRANSFORMING FAITH IN 
YOUR FAMILY, WE SUGGEST 
YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

6 7

8

9

10
“When I get off 

track, God offers me 
a path of healing.”

“I belong to God, 

and He loves me!”

“God’s family cares 
for each other 

and worships God 
together.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they can 

see Him in me.”

“God knows me, and 
I can know Him.”

Course Correction
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 
and is the direct opposite of punishment. 
Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building 
up in love, and a vision of a corrected path for 
the individual with the purpose of healing at 
its core.

Identity
This environment highlights who we are in 
Christ. According to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and given 
an inheritance in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction allows children 
to stand firm against the destructive  
counter-identities the world will offer.

Faith Community
God designed us to live in community and 
to experience Him in ways that can only 
happen in proximity to one another. The faith 
community serves to create an environment to 
equip and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, and to bring a richness of worship 
through tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for each other 
reflects the love we have received from God.

Modeling
Biblical content needs a practical living 
expression in order for it to be spiritually 
impacting. This environment serves as a  
hands-on example of what it means for children 
to put their faith into action. Modeling puts 
flesh on faith and reminds us that others are 
watching to see if we live what we believe.

Knowing
Nothing could be more important 
than knowing and being known 
by God. We live in a world that 
denies absolute truth, and yet 
God’s Word offers just that. As we 
create an environment that upholds 
and displays God’s truth, we give 
children a foundation based on 
knowing God, knowing His Word, 
and a relationship with Him through 
Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, and yet He has chosen to 
make Himself known to us!

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked “ESV” are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright © 2000; 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Scripture quotations marked (NLT ) are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation, copyright © 1996. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Wheaton, IL 60189 USA. All rights reserved.
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