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WITHOUT LOVE, OUR FAITH BECOMES FUTILE. THIS ENVIRONMENT 
RECOGNIZES THAT CHILDREN NEED AN ENVIRONMENT OF LOVE AND 
RESPECT IN ORDER TO BE FREE TO BOTH RECEIVE AND GIVE GOD’S 
GRACE. INNATE TO THIS ENVIRONMENT IS THE VALUE THAT CHILDREN 
ARE RESPECTED BECAUSE THEY EMBODY THE IMAGE OF GOD. WE 
MUST SPEAK TO THEM, NOT AT THEM, AND WE MUST COMMIT TO AN 
ENVIRONMENT WHERE LOVE AND ACCEPTANCE ARE NEVER WITHHELD 
DUE TO ONE’S BEHAVIOR.

“GOD FILLS ME WITH HIS LOVE SO I CAN GIVE IT AWAY.”



INSPIRE parents with ideas to create fun, spiritually forming times in the normal 
rhythm of everyday life. 

EQUIP parents to become the spiritual leaders of God’s truth in their own 
households. 

SUPPORT families to engage their communities and change the culture         
around them. 

OUR MISSION
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We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes 
spiritual growth and formation when and as He chooses. As such, we have 
articulated 10 distinct environments to create in your home. We desire to 
create spiritual space, which we refer to as an environment, in which God’s 
Spirit can move freely.

Without love, our faith becomes futile. The environment of LOVE 
AND RESPECT recognizes that children need both love and respect in 
order to be free to receive and give God’s grace.

Key to this environment is the value that children are respected 
because they embody the image of God. We must speak to them, not at 
them, and we must commit to an environment where love and acceptance 
are never withheld because of one’s behavior.

First Corinthians 13 says if we don’t have love, everything we do is 
futile. It’s worthless. So, without love, it doesn’t matter if we have all the 
knowledge in the world. It doesn’t matter if we’re helping kids understand 
who God is and we’re modeling what that looks like. If we don’t do all of 

it in a loving way, then it’s simply worthless! Wow! That’s a sobering thought. When we create an environment of LOVE 
AND RESPECT, we’re helping identify the image of God in every person.

This month, be looking for ways to take the environment of LOVE AND RESPECT beyond your family time with 
HomeFront. Challenge your family to find opportunities to show love and respect to others in your everyday interactions!

LOVE & RESPECT | homefrontmag.com

Things you won’t want to miss:
• Parent blogs to inspire you

• Mobile-friendly format

• Lots of downloadable giveaways

• Marketplace to purchase article bundles and more!

The website is filled with fresh ideas and creative resources to help you spiritually parent 
your children.

WWW.HOMEFRONTMAG.COM
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible practice to engage in as a family. But words in and 
of themselves will not necessarily transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words who transforms. 
We come to know God more when we’re willing to open our hearts and listen to His Holy Spirit 
through the words we memorize. Have fun with this verse, and think of creative ways to invite 
your family to open up to God as they commit the verse to memory.

Consider purchasing an 8" x 10" frame to hold your family memory verse each month!

FAMILY VERSE

Debbie Guinn
Editor in Chief | New Life Church
debbie@homefrontmag.com

At the heart of Christmas is a beautiful story of love—God loved our world so 
much He sent His one and only Son. God fills us with this extravagant love so 
we can give it away. One way we can tangibly give His love away is by inviting 
others in—whether that is welcoming them to our home, our table, or our lives. 
Making others feel loved and included invites them to experience the gospel of 
Jesus, who loves and values each person!

In this issue of HomeFront you will be inspired by our STORYTELLING 
article (page 18) as we share the story of the Willis family inviting a young 
college student from Zambia to join their family’s Christmas traditions. TOUGH 
TOPICS (page 44) recounts a 20-year tradition of the Wayman family, who 
always kept an open door and extra setting at the dinner table, especially 
during the holidays. 

This month’s CREATE (page 20) is a great way to reflect with your family 
and friends on how God has shown His love for you over the last year and 
allows your guests to leave with creative gifts. STUDENT ID MIDDLE SCHOOL 
(page 36) reminds parents of our role to train and equip our children so they 
are empowered to love others, invite people in, and be a friend to all. 

Our prayer during this Christmas season is that your family would experience the love of God by inviting His Son 
into the center of your celebrations. And like our FAMILY TIME VERSE (page 5) says, “Welcome one another as Christ 
has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 

EDITOR’S NOTE

LET’S BE SOCIAL!

homefrontmagsphomefrontsp homefrontsp homefrontsp

Share your photos using the hashtag #homefrontmag

Debbie is the Editor in Chief of HomeFront magazine. She has more than 25 years of experience working in children’s and family 
ministries. She is passionate about equipping parents to become leaders of God’s truth in their own households. She is a recent transplant 
to Austin, TX, where she spends her free time enjoying her four grandchildren and perusing antique stores. 
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capturing the season
family time

3 inches from the top and spaced them 
approximately 3 inches apart. This left 16 
inches at the bottom, which allowed the 
sign to stand in a pot. The letters can also 
be evenly spaced to allow the sign to stand 
alone next to your front door. 

6. If using metal letters, attach them using 
the same screws you used to connect your 
fence pickets. 

7. If stenciling or using a decal, follow the 
instructions to complete your sign. 

8. Place your sign at your front door during 
the holiday season, but consider keeping it 
up all year!

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 3 fence pickets (3" x 6')

• 5" letters to spell “WELCOME” (galvanized 
metal [painted or plain], decal transfer, 
or stencils (for stencils you will also need 
acrylic paint and brushes) 

• 6 Simpson TP15 tie plates

• 60–80 #8 (1/2") screws

• drill or impact driver

• paint and paintbrush

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Line up your pickets on a flat surface.

2. Attach them together by laying the tie 
plates evenly across the joints.

3. Screw in 10 screws per plate. 

4. Once your pickets are attached to each 
other, paint the front and sides the color of 
your choice. 

5. After your fence boards are completely dry, 
arrange your letters. We started our letters 

by Debbie Guinn

This Fence Picket Welcome Sign represents “tearing down” the fences that keep us from welcoming 
others. What are some “fences” that are holding you back? 

You think your house is a mess. People don’t care! They care more about the people living in the home 
than what it looks like! 

You don’t think you can cook. Who needs to cook? Order pizza or Chinese takeout. People just want to 
be with you! 

You think you are too busy. You might be right, but most people are living busy lives too. You have to 
eat, so you might as well do it together. 

It’s expensive to have people over. You are right—it can be. But you don’t have to eat. However, if you do 
want to eat, most people are happy to bring food to contribute to a meal or simply enjoy dessert and games. 

Welcoming others creates relationships. Don’t let your insecurities keep you from knowing others and 
being known yourself. Make a choice to tear down the fences and build a bigger table. 

Remind your children that Christmas is when we celebrate welcoming Jesus into our world. We stop 
and remember the sacrifice He made to leave heaven and His Father’s side and come to earth as a human 
so that we can have a relationship with God. It is because of this great love that we are able to show love to 
others and one easy way to do this is by welcoming people into your home! 

Fence Picket Welcome Sign
When you have more than you need, build a bigger table, not a higher fence! 

Steps 2&3
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Christmas and 
the Gospel
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family time

worship

Every Christmas, we transform the interior of our 
home with festive decorations. The process begins 
with choosing a spot for the Christmas tree—and 
rearranging all the furniture to make it work. We 
commit much time and energy to creating the perfect 
space as we showcase the tree in a prominent location 
for all to see and admire. We would never consider the 
attic, garage, or “junk room” as the place for the tree. 

    Yet Jesus, incarnate God, was not born in a 
prominent location. His parents probably desired a 
more appropriate space than a stable with animals. But 
it was all that was available to them.  

That is the message of Christmas and the gospel. 
Jesus is simply looking for space to be born in our 
hearts. Believers sometimes think this message is for 
those who have never invited Christ in at all, but the 
season provides a wonderful opportunity for us as 
Christians to examine our hearts and ask the Holy 
Spirit to reveal any space not dedicated to God. 
During the Christmas holiday, even as we open the 
door further to Jesus in our own lives, we should also 
provide occasions and space for Jesus to be born into 
the hearts of those who do not yet know Him.

Our family Christmas tradition includes hosting 
a big Christmas party in our home. We invite friends 
and neighbors who come from various cultural and 
religious backgrounds. We serve some of our favorite 
holiday party food, and then we gather around the 
piano and sing Christmas carols. If you Google the top 
ten worship hits from this past year, most likely not 
a single Christmas carol will make the list. However, 
each year as I compile the carols we will sing, I am 
captivated by the depth and richness of the lyrics. The 
beautiful mystery of the Incarnation unfolds in the 
words of one of my favorite carols:

Mild he lays his glory by,

Born that man no more may die,

Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give us second birth.

Hark! The herald angels sing,

“Glory to the newborn King!”

I always feel wonder and gratitude as I listen to my 
friends and neighbors sing the beautiful truth of the 
gospel through Christmas carols. They may not be fully 
aware of the gospel they sing at our Christmas party, 
but I often think of the shepherds of Bethlehem: They 
were in the middle of their normal routine of watching 

sheep, unaware of the miracle occurring down the street. 
God in His grace, in the dead of night, awakened them to 
the glorious reality that their Savior had been born. The 
gospel was first declared through the song of angels to 
people who were not expecting to find a Savior that night.  

So as our family prepares for our Christmas celebration 
this year, it is our prayer that when our friends sing the 
lyrics of the carols, the message inside those words will 
penetrate their hearts on their journeys to accepting Jesus 
as their Savior. Many people are planning to celebrate 
Christmas but not expecting to find Christ. Many are 
making space for decorations but not a Savior. Yet we know 
that when someone makes a place for Jesus to dwell, no 
matter how humble, He will readily move in and make 
it a sanctuary.  During this Christmas season, may we all 
prepare and make room in our homes and lives for both our 
Savior and others who need Him so that one day their heart 
songs will be: 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

SUGGESTIONS FOR HOSTING YOUR OWN 
COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROL WORSHIP 
EVENT

1. Work together as a family to decide which carols you 
would like to sing at your event. If your family is not 
musically gifted, ask a friend who plays an instrument 
to help you. Print out the lyrics to distribute at the 
worship event. 

2. Prayerfully plan a guest list. Include your children in 
this process. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you identify 
friends and neighbors in your community who 
haven’t made space for Jesus yet. 

3. Prepare for the event as a family by planning and 
organizing the food menu, any additional decorations 
you want to include, and space in your home.

by Summer Sneed
Summer and her husband, Kevin, have served as International 
Pentecostal Holiness Church missionaries in Eldoret, Kenya, since April 
2009. They are directors of East Africa Bible College. Summer also 
works with women to develop girls’ ministries. She and Kevin have two 
children, Abigail and Nathaniel, who were both born in Kenya.

        kevinandsummersneed.wordpress.com

       Amani podcast, now available on iTunes 
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conversation starters
family time

by Rachel Amos
Rachel works at The Austin Stone Community Church in Austin, TX, as the 
Children’s Curriculum Associate. She loves Jesus and has been captivated by 
His story of grace, beauty, and truth. Sharing this story with children is one of 
her greatest joys. She loves rainy days and spends most of her time reading, 
studying, and discussing theology with her husband, Jon.

Something magical happens as we enter December. As the 
temperature falls, the cheer in our hearts and in the streets 
rises. It is the season for remembering that God so loved 
the world that He sent His only Son to us as a little babe.

As parents, we have the great honor and privilege of 
reflecting our good Father and His Son to our little ones. In 
a few short weeks, my husband and I will welcome our first 
little one into our family. As the months of pregnancy have 
passed, we’ve prayed over her, begging God that she would 
see His great love for her. We want to not only teach her but 
also show her that God’s love for us changes how we live. 
We believe that inviting others to our table, especially those 
who don’t yet know God’s love, declares a truth that we 
cherish: God’s love for us is so complete and overwhelming 
that we have more than enough to share with the ones God 
places around us.

This month, as you spend time together as a family, be 
intentional about talking with your children about God’s 
love and how you can be sharing it with others this season.

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING

• Whom do you love?

• What makes you feel loved?

• How do you show love to others?

• How can we share God’s love with our friends and 
neighbors?

• Who is someone you’d like for us to invite over for 
dinner?

Sharing 
God's Love
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7 Christmas 
Traditions to Try

traditions
family time

Christmas is a great time to gather, reflect, look forward, and make 
amazing memories with your family. If your family is like mine, it can get 
a little, well, stale, I guess, to do the same thing over and over. What we 

decided to do with our family is experiment with some unique Christmas 
ideas. The crazy thing about Christmas is that kids don’t really remember 

what they got for Christmas, but they do remember the experiences we 
created that Christmas.

Read on to discover a few fun, meaningful ideas for Christmas 
traditions you can start with your family this year.
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BIRTHDAY PARTY FOR JESUS

One year we went all-out for a birthday party for 
Jesus: cake, candles, hats. We made Jesus the 
center of the holiday. Our kids were a little younger 
(three to five years old). Birthday parties are fun, 
and putting the focus on Jesus really made the 
point stick. Christmas is about celebrating the birth 
of our Savior—not Santa, not Rudolph, but Jesus. 
You can also get an Advent calendar and build up 
the excitement to the birthday party. The Advent 
calendar helps build anticipation for the day. 

CHRISTMAS CARDS TO SOLDIERS

We did this last year. We talked about how a lot 
of mommies and daddies weren’t able to spend 
Christmas with their families because of their 
commitment to serve our country. Sometimes we 
can take for granted that we get to see our families 
on Christmas when many don’t. A simple note that 
says, “Thank you for serving,” “Thinking of you,” 
or “You are loved” can go a long way. This is also 
a great way to teach kids respect—respect for our 
country and respect for our fellow citizens.

GO SEE A MOVIE

I wish I could say Christmas was this magical time 
when all our kids played well with each other and 
didn’t fight, but, well … we decided that we’d head 
to the theater on Christmas Day and break up the 
environment. What was great about this is that it 
was exciting (going to the theater is always exciting 
for us) and gave the kids some time out of the house. 
When we got home, it was almost like Christmas 
morning again. They were excited to play with their 
gifts and to play with each other.

LOOK BACK AND LOOK FORWARD

Christmas is a great time to talk about all the good, 
the bad, and the ugly moments of that year. One 
idea is to go through your Facebook feed and look at 
all the fun times you had together. 

Christmas is also a great time to look forward. 
I’m a big fan of setting goals with your family. Think 
about the new year. What are some activities you 
want to do together? What are some skills you or 
your kids want to acquire (learning to ride a bike, 
writing a book, taking a vacation together)? I wrote  
a book called Creating a Family Brand. It has a  
step-by-step guide to doing this with your family. 
You can download it for free at parentingacademy.
com/familybrand.

MAKE A JERUSALEM MEAL

One way to travel back in time is to make the meals 
that Joseph and Mary may have eaten at the time 
of Jesus’ birth. When I was in Israel this year we 
ate a lot of fresh vegetables, hummus, falafel, pita 
bread, schnitzel, shawarma, tahini, and baklava. You 
can Google some of these recipes and make them 
together with your kids. 

HANDMADE GIFTS FOR NURSING 
HOMES

Roughly 60 percent of nursing home residents do 
not have regular visitors. That fact blows my mind. 
What a great opportunity to reach out to those who 
need love. Make some simple handmade crafts (find 
ideas on Pinterest) and go door-to-door at a nursing 
home and make someone’s day.

We did this with our kids and passed out roses 
on Valentine’s Day. To see everyone’s faces light up 
was priceless. By the end we felt like celebrities. 
Folks were coming out of their rooms and following 
us around. Be sure to ask the residents questions. 
“Where did you grow up?” “What did you do for a 
living?” Be ready to listen. Making someone else’s 
day will make your day.

THE HISTORY OF CHRISTMAS 
TRADITIONS

Why do we do the things we do on Christmas? Pick 
one tradition each year and trace its history. What’s 
nice about this is that there are movies, books, and 
YouTube videos that help explain the history of 
certain traditions. Why do we have candy canes? 
Where does Santa come from? Why do we put 
baby Jesus in a barn? Why do we put a tree in the 
house and cover it in lights? There is a great book 
from Ace Collins called Stories Behind the Great 
Traditions of Christmas. Pick one tradition each year 
and trace its beginning. 

The goal with these traditions is to help families 
value experiences over gifts. I’ve tried to list 
traditions that kids can participate in. We’d love for 
you to share some of your family traditions with us 
on social media using the hashtag   homefrontmag. 

by Mike Ruman
Mike is the founder and CEO of Parenting Academy 
(parentingacademy.com). Parenting Academy is a digital 
learning community equipping moms and dads to be rockstar 
parents. Mike also founded the Swipe It app (swipeitapp.com) 
that helps connect families together through fun table-topic 
questions and challenges.

traditions
family time

#
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Ah, Christmas! It’s the best time of year for cozying up around a fireplace with a mug 
of hot chocolate and for belting out carols for the whole world to hear! What I love 
about Christmas carols—the old traditional ones about Jesus, like “Hark! The Herald 
Angels Sing,” “O Come, All Ye Faithful,”  “Joy to the World,” or “O Holy Night”—is that 
they’re jam-packed with reminders of truth. They give us melodies that help us retell the 
story of Jesus’ birth. Some of these carols even serve as prayers. Have you ever noticed 
that part of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” is a call for God’s people to be assured that 
He has come as well as a prayer to God to come again? We don’t often associate prayer 
with singing, but the whole book of Psalms is a collection of prayers that were meant to 
be sung!

This month, take some time as a family to write your own Christmas carol that you can 
sing as a prayer to God. As a family, brainstorm a list of words that remind you of Jesus’ 
birth, and then include as many of those as you can. Here are a few to get you started: 

• Jesus

• Baby

• Angels

• Sheep

• Star

• Manger

• Savior

You can come up with a tune yourself, or you can set your song to a familiar tune like 
“Happy Birthday” or “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”

Once you’ve written your carol, sing it together as a prayer to God. You might also 
consider inviting a few friends or family members over for dinner and teaching them the 
song as well!

by Emily Schulz 
Emily is the Family and Women’s Ministries Pastor at New Denver Church in Denver, CO. She has her BA 
in Christian Ministries from Biola University and her MDiv from Denver Seminary. Emily loves seasonal 
activities; date nights with her husband, Phil; cooking; playing games; spontaneous song and dance; and 
creating space for people to be known and loved.

family time

prayer

Carol Prayers

•  Emmanuel

• God is with us

• Holy

• Bethlehem

• Miracle

• Hallelujah

• Announcement
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family time

prayer
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family time

storytelling

We used to regularly invite guests to our house—
but that was before my wife and I both started 
working and moved back to our hometown where 
we are surrounded by family. Now it’s a lot harder 
to find the time to show the love of Christ to 
others by inviting them into our home.

Having worked at the headquarters of a 
large international Christian organization, we 
particularly have a heart for international students 
and refugees. Inviting displaced people into our 
home, a place of comfort, warmth, and love—a 
relational place—always seems to have a significant 
impact on their lives.

I currently teach math at a community 
college, and Emmanuel was one of my students. 
Emmanuel was from Zambia, Africa. I didn’t know 
much about Zambia, so I didn’t know much about 
what Emmanuel’s life was like, but I did know he 
was a long, long way from home. And he was a 
long, long way from family and friends. Most of my 
students are only at my school for two years and 
don’t even know their classmates. College can be 
sad and lonely—especially if you’re someone from 
another country where everything is different.

I really wanted to invite Emmanuel to our 
home for Christmas because there’s no school, 
nothing for Emmanuel to do, and no family to be 
with. But, like most families, Christmas is a very 

special time for us. Some traditions we’ve kept 
from when we were kids growing up; some things 
we started new when we first got married. Like 
monkey bread for breakfast and acting out the 
first Christmas morning with our wooden creche. 
Each child picks a couple of characters—angel, 
donkey, Mary or Joseph, or one of the wise men. 
Everyone has memorized the story word-for-word 
from a small Advent calendar we go through every 
year. And everyone knows when to act out his or 
her part. Baby Jesus has been missing from the 
nativity, wrapped in Christmas paper and lying on 
a branch in our Christmas tree. That is, until the 
right moment in the story when someone gets to 
unwrap the greatest Gift of all.

The telling of The Story has become one of 
a few traditions that have become sacred to 
our grown children. If Mom and Dad get lazy 
and start to skip these traditions, there are cries 
of protest. They must not be forgotten. These 
traditions are part of who we are as a family. The 
Story comes early on Christmas morning, before 
presents, so it’s not something we’ve shared 
with others. I knew it would have to be a family 
decision to invite Emmanuel, but I had a problem. 
Christmas morning starts pretty early, and 
Emmanuel lived 30 minutes away and didn’t have 
a car. That meant we would have to postpone our 
special Christmas morning traditions until later. 

Inviting Emmanuel 
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family time

storytelling

I would have to get everyone’s permission, 
and everyone would have to wait until Emmanuel 
got there. To be honest, I wasn’t even sure he 
would be comfortable with all of us, and I thought 
it might mess up our special time as family. So, 
I asked them what they thought about having 
Emmanuel share Christmas morning with us. I was 
so excited when everyone said it would be great—
no problem waiting for him, and could we get him 
a present to open too? 

Before Emmanuel came to our home I learned 
that Zambia has a significant Christian presence 
and that Emmanuel was a Christian but didn’t 
have a Bible with him. I hunted one down in his 
own language on the Internet. I also got him an 
ESV Global Study Bible (in English because his 
English was pretty good).

So, on Christmas morning last year, 
Emmanuel got to pick out one of the nativity 
characters and help act out The Story. He got to 
enjoy warmth, good food, and friendship, and we 
got to share the special family traditions that mean 
so much to us. Sharing them made them even 
more special. He also got to open his new Bibles. 

While Emmanuel was with us, he told us about 
his Jamaican roommate. He said they walk to 
classes together, probably about a mile. On one 
morning it was cold and snowing and the wind 

was blowing. He said his roommate started to 
cry. My heart went out again to the internationals 
we come in contact with who need a touch of 
compassion, understanding, and welcoming. 

I was glad that we had the chance to have 
Emmanuel in our home and share a little of his 
life. God put him on my heart, and although we 
don’t often have guests like we used to, we shared 
our Christmas traditions with our brother from 
Zambia. We shared together the comfort and 
warmth of family in the context of our greater 
family and the gift of Christ.

Shortly after Christmas, we got this note from 
Emmanuel:

“Yesterday you gave me hope I never thought 
I would find my way again, you bought a gift for 
me on Christmas I haven’t seen one in a long, long 
time I just wanted to say continue with your great 
work of adding value in some body’s life. I really 
appreciate you and your family for making me feel 
right at Home! May GOD Always be with you and 
your family.”

by Scott Willis
Scott is husband to Sarah and father to four grown children. 
He teaches algebra to struggling college students and 
practical theology to the high schoolers in his church. For 
“fun” he keeps all the household tech running.
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Loved 
Ornaments 

by Carrie Rowe
Carrie has been serving in children’s ministry for over 16 years. She is currently the Kids Ministry Director at Fresh Life Church in Kalispell, MT. 
Born and raised in Southern California, she is learning to enjoy the outdoorsy life in Montana and loves all things crafty and creative. 

Blog cuetheconfetti.com

Instagram @carrierowe

Twitter @carrierowe  

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 1 clear acrylic ornament per person  

• 1 black permanent marker per person

• 3/8" ribbon, approximately 6" for each 
ornament

• paper and pen

• scissors and hole punch

• 1 red paper or heart bead per ornament 

• 1/3 cup ice cream salt per ornament

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Make simple name tags with paper and 
punch a hole in the corner of each. 

2. Remove ornament “lid” and pour ice 
cream salt into the ornament.

3. Add the heart bead or paper heart.

4. Replace lid.

5. String name tag on piece of ribbon.

6. String ribbon on ornament lid and knot. 
Repeat steps two through six for all of the 
ornaments.

7. Place an ornament and a permanent 
marker at each place setting for your 
family and guests.

family time

create

I love the idea of focusing on making room at our tables this Christmas season (and always!). It’s so easy 
to fall into our busy lives and forget that there are people in our neighborhoods, spheres of influence, and 
communities who need some extra love and care. And it’s our opportunity to show God’s love to others.

These ornaments make a simple gift and activity for every guest who gathers at your home this season! 
Once you gather at your table, encourage everyone to draw or write something that reminds them of how 
God showed His love for them this year. Afterwards, give each person a chance to share what she wrote or 
drew on her ornament and why. 
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family time

create
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game time
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 2 pie tins

• bag of cotton balls

• 2 straws per player

• marbles

• 2 jars

• tweezers

• 3 drinking cups

• bag of rice

• 1 tablespoon

• 3 bowls

• large bowl

• bag of candy canes 

• bag of mini marshmallows 

• pair of chopsticks 

• large bag of red and green M&M’S 

• fork

• timer or stopwatch

• Christmas music

BEFORE YOU BEGIN…

Select a table in your home large enough to 
accommodate everyone at your gathering. You will 
start by setting up one chair for each guest around 
the table. You will then create one station (found on 
opposite page) in front of each chair. To the right, 
you will find seven different station options. If you 
have fewer than seven people playing, simply choose 
the stations you like best. If you have more than 
seven people playing, you may duplicate some of the 
stations as needed or create some of your own. This is 
a great game to play with family and friends. 

TIME TO PLAY!

Gather your friends and family around the table, and 
invite each person to stand behind one of the chairs. 
Explain that this game is like musical chairs with a 
twist! Show them each station and how it works. Make 
sure your family knows that the goal of each station is 
to fill the container as quickly as they can. 

Place an adult in charge of the Christmas music 
and timer. A smartphone will work for both, but two 
devices will make the process quicker and easier. 

When the music starts, everyone will begin 
walking in a circle around the table. When the music 
stops, everyone will sit in the chair in front of them 
and start their station activity right away. For this 
round only, every person will be able to sit in a chair. 
The players will have 30 seconds to fill as much of 
their containers as they can. If the 30 seconds pass 
and no one has filled up a container, have everyone 
stop and stand up. Start the music again, and have 
the players walk around the table. When the music 
stops, each player will sit down at the chair in front 
of him and pick up where the last person left off for 
another 30 seconds. Continue this process until the 
first station is completed.

Once the first station has been completed, stop 
the timer and remove this station and its chair from 
the table, just as you would remove a chair in musical 
chairs. Spread the other stations out as needed. With 
all of the same players still surrounding the table, 
begin the music. This time, when the music stops, the 
player without a station is out. The rest of the players 
should immediately begin filling their containers for 
another 30 seconds. Repeat patterns of 30 seconds 
of filling and a few seconds of walking to music until 
a station is complete. The point is to continue mixing 
it up for the players. These rounds will naturally 
become shorter as each station has less to fill. 

Continue this process until you are down to two 
stations and two people. The first person to complete 
her station wins! 

REMEMBER

We live in a world that constantly needs more love. 
Unlike each station in this game, Jesus’ love for us will 
never run out. He constantly fills His children with His 
love, and that is definitely something worth sharing! 
Remind your children that God has given us the 
opportunity to share this amazing and unconditional 
love with those around us. Encourage your family 
to think of ways, big or small, to put Christ’s love on 
display to friends at school, extended family, and 
even the people we pass by in the grocery store. With 
Jesus as our King, we will never run out of His love!

Fill Me Up
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game time
family time

Station 1: Place one pie 
tin on the table and one 
straw per player above 
the tin. Next to the pie 
tin, pour a pile of cotton 
balls. Each player will 
use a straw to try to 
suck up cotton balls 
and place them in the 
pie tin.

Station 2: Place one jar 
on the table and a pair 
of tweezers above the 
jar. Next to the jar, fill 
one of your bowls with 
marbles. Players will use 
the tweezers to pick up 
marbles and place them 
in the jar.

Station 3: Place one 
cup on the table and 
one tablespoon above 
the cup. Next to the 
cup, fill another bowl 
with rice. Players will 
use the tablespoon to 
scoop rice into the cup.

Station 4: Place one 
large bowl on the table. 
Next to the bowl, place 
one open package of 
candy canes or pour 
them into a pile. Each 
player will use only one 
pinky finger to pick up 
candy canes and place 
them in the bowl.

Station 5: Place one pie 
tin on the table and a 
pair of chopsticks above 
the tin. Next to the pie 
tin, place one open 
bag of marshmallows. 
Players will use the 
chopsticks to pick up 
marshmallows and 
place them in the bowl.

Station 6: Place one jar 
on the table and a fork 
above the jar. Next to 
the jar, place one bowl 
of M&M’S. Players will 
use the fork to scoop up 
M&M’S and place them 
in the jar.

Station 7: Place one 
cup on the table and 
one straw per player 
above the cup. Next to 
the empty cup, place 
a cup of water. Each 
player will use the straw 
and an index finger to 
pick up water from the 
cup and pour it into the 
empty cup. 

by Heather DePartee
Heather has been in children’s ministry for seven years and is 
currently working at The Well Community Church in Fresno, 
CA, as the Kids Ministry Director for one of their three 
campuses. She has gone back to school for a degree in early 
childhood development and is loving every second! She is 
married to Adam and is crazy about pretty houseplants.
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Prep Time: 5 min.   Cook Time: 20 min.  Yield: About 6 servings
* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 1 pound dried spaghetti

• 5 cups chicken broth

• 8 slices of bacon, chopped

• 4 garlic cloves, minced

• 2 large eggs

• 1/2 cup heavy cream

• 3/4 cup shredded Parmesan cheese

• 3 tablespoons basil

• salt and pepper

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Heat a large sauté pan over medium heat. 
Add the bacon and cook until crisp. 

2. Scoop out the bacon and set on a paper 
towel-lined plate to drain.

3. Add chicken broth, garlic, and 1/2 teaspoon 
salt. Cover and bring to a boil.

4. When the broth is simmering, stir in the 
spaghetti. Make sure to stir it in well so the 
pasta doesn’t stick together. 

5. Cover and simmer for 6 to 7 minutes, until the 
pasta is nearly cooked through.

6. While the pasta is cooking, whisk the eggs, 
cream, and Parmesan cheese together in a 
medium bowl. 

7. Once the pasta is cooked, lower heat and 
slowly pour the egg mixture into the skillet 
while stirring the pasta quickly. This will 
ensure the sauce thickens but doesn’t 
scramble the eggs. 

8. Let the sauce simmer another minute or so to 
thicken. 

9. Stir in cooked bacon pieces. Salt and pepper 
to taste. 

10. Garnish with basil and more Parmesan 
cheese.

One-Pot Pasta Carbonara

WHEN IT COMES TO WELCOMING OTHERS AROUND YOUR TABLE, ONE-POT DISHES MAKE IT SIMPLER. 

THIS ONE-POT PASTA CARBONARA RECIPE IS EASY TO DOUBLE FOR A LARGER CROWD. ADD A SIDE 

OF OUR EASY CAPRESE SALAD AND A LOAF OF WARM BREAD AND YOUR GUESTS WILL FEEL LOVED 

AND GRATEFUL YOU INVITED THEM INTO YOUR HOME. 



LOVE & RESPECT | homefrontmag.com25

Prep Time: 10 min.   Yield: About 10–12 servings 

* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 1 large bag baby spinach

• 3 cups fresh mozzarella pearls

• 2 cups grape or cherry tomatoes, sliced 
lengthwise

• 4 tablespoons olive oil

• salt and pepper

• 3/4 cup fresh basil

• balsamic glaze or other Italian dressing

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Layer the baby spinach leaves in the bottom 
of a large platter.

2. Drizzle with 2 tablespoons of olive oil. Add 
salt and pepper. 

3. Drain the mozzarella pearls and slice the 
tomatoes. 

4. Add the tomatoes and mozzarella in long 
layers across the salad.

5. Drizzle with the remaining 2 tablespoons of 
olive oil, and add more salt and pepper. 

6. Sprinkle with fresh basil. 

7. Serve with balsamic glaze drizzled on top or 
with an Italian-style dressing of your choice.

Easy Caprese Salad for a Crowd
family time recipe

family time

by Debbie Guinn
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THESE CHARMING STAINED GLASS COOKIES WILL REMIND YOU OF 
CHRISTMAS PAST! YOUR CHILDREN WILL LOVE ASSISTING YOU BY 

CRUSHING THE CANDIES AND WATCHING THEM TURN INTO SOMETHING 
BEAUTIFUL TO SHARE WITH FRIENDS AND FAMILY THIS HOLIDAY 

SEASON. REMIND YOUR CHILDREN THAT GOD FILLS US WITH HIS LOVE 
SO WE CAN GIVE IT AWAY TO OTHERS—AND THESE COOKIES ARE A 

GREAT WAY TO START! 

kids in the kitchen
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• your family’s favorite sugar cookie 
recipe—can be homemade, a mix, or 
refrigerated dough 

• 1 pound bag of hard, clear candies 
like Jolly Ranchers

• 2 cookie cutters of the same shape, 
one smaller than the other

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Preheat your oven to 350° F.

2. Separate the hard candies into their 
various colors and put each color in 
a small plastic storage bag.

3. Using a rolling pin or something 
similar, carefully smash the candies 
into small pieces.

4. Prepare your cookie dough 
according to the directions for rolled 
sugar cookies. 

5. Roll the cookie dough to 
approximately 1/4¼-inch thick and cut 
with the larger of the two cookie 
cutters.

6. Transfer the cut-out cookies to a 
parchment paper-lined baking sheet.

7. Using the smaller cookie cutter, cut 
out the center of each cookie.

8. Fill the center of each cookie with 
approximately 1/2 to 1 teaspoon 
crushed candy.

9. Bake cookies for 12 to 14 minutes.

10. Allow to cool on baking sheet; the 
cookies will firm up once cooled 
and the “glass” center will harden. 
Note: The candy will be bubbling 
when it comes out of the oven, but 
the bubbles should disappear as the 
candy cools.

11. 

by Debbie Guinn

Prep Time: 20 min.   Cook time: 14 min.   Yields: 24 cookies

* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

Stained Glass 
Cookies
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family time

god’s word

WHY HISTORY MATTERS

I once heard a well-meaning Christian say 
something like, “Why study all this history stuff? 
The Bible says it. I believe it. That’s the end of it!” 
Reading what the Bible says is one thing. Getting 
what the Bible means is another. Case in point:

Most people summarize the Christmas story 
like this: “Joseph and Mary went to Bethlehem 
and needed to stay in the inn. Since there was no 
room in the inn, Mary had to give birth to Jesus in 
a manger.” Not too far off from how the old 1984 
New International Version translated Luke 2:7:

“And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in 
the inn.”

But here’s what we miss by skipping out on 
studying the context of Jesus’ birth …

THERE WAS PROBABLY NO INN

The Greek word, kataluma, means “lodging 
place,” and it’s usually translated “upper room” 
not “inn.” It can refer to a room of a house where 
out-of-town guests could spend the night or even 
just a dining room. For example, in Mark 14:14, 
Jesus celebrated Passover with His disciples in an 
“upper room” (same word used here). This is why 
the 2011 NIV translates Luke 2:7 like this:

“And she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. 
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in 
a manger, because there was no guest room 
available for them.”

In Luke 10:34, Luke uses another word, 
pandocheion, when he’s talking about a public inn. 

The thing is, Bethlehem was a tiny little place with 
just a few hundred people living there, which is 
one reason why there was probably no inn.

BETHLEHEM WAS TINY

Joseph went to a little town called Bethlehem—his 
ancestral home—for the census because that’s 
where his family was from. We hear so much 
about this place around Christmastime that it’s 
hard to imagine that Bethlehem didn’t even show 
up on most ancient maps.

In the 21st century, when we hear “inn,” we 
think of a hotel, like the Holiday Inn. But the word 
just means a lodging space or living area. The idea 
of an “upper room” makes sense because the town 
was really, really small.

Think of a small town that doesn’t have a hotel 
because no one goes there; people just pass 
through. 

HOSPITALITY WAS HUGE

Joseph wouldn’t have been turned away from 
the ancestral home even if there had been no 
room, especially since Mary was pregnant. This 
would have been a big no-no in Jewish culture. If 
there wasn’t any space in the upper room, Mary 
probably gave birth in the “garage area,” where 
people kept their animals.

Also, a manger isn’t a barn. It’s a feeding trough 
that was sometimes built into the floor. Since there 
were no Pack ’n Plays back then, a manger could 
have functioned as a makeshift crib. Jesus’ manger 
might have been located in a cave stable under 
the main part of the house.

No Room in 
the Inn? 
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family time

god’s word

SEE WHAT I MEAN

I found a simple illustration via Logos Bible 
Software and an example of an actual stone 
manger (discovered in Megiddo) from page 1074 of 
the Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary you might 
find helpful.

Outside the Bible, tradition suggests that Jesus 
was born in a stable or inside a cave. It’s possible 
that this could have been part of the lower portion 
of the house.

THE REASON FOR THE SEASON

It might seem like there’s nothing special about 
a stable, a cave, or whatever the lower part of a 
house looked like. But that’s an interesting point in 
all this: Luke and the other gospel writers resisted 
the temptation to make the physical location of 
Jesus’ birth better than it really was.

It seems totally unexpected to see the Jewish 
Messiah born in the dirt and grime of lowly, 
everyday life. This seems to suggest that Luke’s 
report was probably not made up by him or 
invented by the church.

Turns out that studying “all this historical stuff” 
actually helps us better understand what the Bible 
means. But even if the whole innkeeper shouting, 
“No vacancy!” part of the traditional Christmas 
story is wrong, we can still confidently celebrate 
the meaning of Jesus’ birth during this season: 
The second person of the Trinity took on a human 
nature and came to save sinners.

Mikel Del Rosario is a doctoral student in the New 
Testament Studies department at Dallas Theological 
Seminary in Dallas, TX. He teaches Christian Apologetics 
and World Religion at William Jessup University. He is the 
author of The Accessible Apologetics Curriculum and 
has co-authored over 15 journal articles with his mentor, Dr. 
Darrell Bock. Mikel holds an MA in Christian Apologetics 
with highest honors from Biola University and a Master 
of Theology from Dallas Theological Seminary where he 
serves as Cultural Engagement Manager at  
the Hendricks Center, a Dallas think-tank shaping 
courageous, compassionate leaders. Visit his website at 
apologeticsguy.com

HEAR IT

Read the narrative of the birth of Jesus found in 
Luke 2:1–21 in the New International Version. 

• When Joseph and Mary came to the home 
there was no space available. Talk together 
about what you might do if your home was 
full and someone needed a place to stay.  

• What are some ways your family can 
welcome others? 

• Ask your children what this portion of 
Scripture tells us about God. 

DO IT

Invite someone who doesn’t know Jesus to 
attend the Christmas service at your church. Let 
him know you will pick him up or arrange to travel 
together to attend. Then, if that person doesn’t 
have anywhere to go afterwards, consider inviting 
him to your home for a meal as a way to show 
God’s love. 
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These commandments that I give you today are to 
be on your hearts. Impress them on your children. 
Talk about them when you SIT AT HOME and when you 
walk ALONG THE ROAD, when you LIE DOWN and when 
you GET UP.               

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

tot time rhyme
(ages 3 & under)

family time

I’m God’s special treasure

He loves me

Love and respect 

Are gifts I can give

He has filled me with love 

Do I can be

Kind and loving 

To all I see

Get the audio recording of this song at bit.ly/decembertottimerhyme

As you wake your little one, remind him or her that God has filled 
us with His love so we can share His love with others. Sing this 
rhyme to the tune of “I’m a Little Teapot.”

G
E

T
  

U
P

Writer

Evie Swart has been in children’s ministry for 17 years and is currently working as the Operations Director for 
Family Ministries at New Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO. She enjoys traveling with her husband, Russ, 
and teenage kids, Zach and Cassidy, and eating spicy food. 

Singer

Cassidy Swart is a junior in high school and loves to sing. She enjoys leading worship and being a small group 
leader in New Life Kids. At school, she serves as an officer in Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) and 
as vice president for Student Council. 
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blessing
family time

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE PASSAGE, OR WORDS 

OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF DECLARING GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

Growing up, my mom often told my brother and 
me, “We build each other up, not tear each other 
down.” Those words are like a song playing in my 
head (on repeat some days) as a constant reminder 
to show others that they are loved and respected 
because they embody the image of God. 

Sometimes we forget that our neighbors, 
classmates, and even family members (you know 
the ones I’m talking about) are made in the image 
of the one true God, and we find ourselves saying 
something unloving and disrespectful to them, or 
about them to someone else. If you have ever been 
on the other side of one of these hurtful comments, 
you know from experience what emotions this can 
bring up. People are left feeling this: uninvited. 

As followers of Jesus, “uninvited” should not be 
the message our words convey to others. God sent 
His own Son into our broken world proclaiming 
exactly the opposite. All are invited to play a role 
in His story, and as His followers we are called to 
invite others in. One way we do this is with our 
words. 

As you create an environment of Love & 
Respect, take some time to look closely at how 
you communicate with others. Do your words 
build others up and invite them in, or do they tear 

them down and say there is no room for you here? 
Remember that God sent His Son to show us how 
much He loves us. He fills us with His love so we 
can give it away. 

READ 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:11 over your child:

“Therefore encourage one another and build each 
other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 

BLESS

Then, pray this blessing: 

(Child’s name), may you know that your heavenly 
Father loves you. May you believe in your heart 
that you have been invited into His story and have 
been given a unique role to play. May your words 
be filled with love and grace as they invite others in 
to experience the fullness of the love of God. 

by Kendra Baker
Kendra Baker is the Preschool and Kindergarten Coordinator 
at New Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO, where she 
loves watching kids fall in love with Jesus. In her free time, 
she can be found enjoying the outdoors, kickboxing, or curled 
up with a cup of coffee and a good book.
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THE STORY

Safe Families was founded in 2003 by Dave Anderson. At the time, he was running a foster care agency when a 
mom in need asked the agency to care for her child. Since no harm had occurred to the child, they couldn’t take 
the little one into foster care. The mom, desperate for help, then asked Dave if he could personally help outside 
of the foster care system. Wanting to help both the mom and the child, Dave and his wife agreed to take in the 
child, and that was the beginning of Safe Families. 

The issue for many of the families served by Safe Families is that most state child-welfare agencies are unable 
to act unless there has been “blatant abuse or neglect” of a child. Until that moment, they are unable to step in. 
Many families in crisis are left without a place to turn in their moments of deepest need. 

taking action
family time

Safe Families       for Children

70 4,606
LOCATIONS IN 70 CITIES 

ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, 

UNITED KINGDOM, CANADA, 

AND BEYOND

FAMILIES WHO HAVE 

HOSTED WITH SAFE 

FAMILIES

Our staff is growing and is up to 12 now. Staff includes both paid and volunteer members. Safe Families is about 95% volunteer run. We 
are BEYOND BLESSED by our dedicated volunteers. 
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taking action
family time

Safe Families wants to serve as extended 
family for families who may not have that kind 
of community around them. Their website 
states that “Safe families create extended 
family-like supports for desperate families 
through a community of devoted volunteers 
who are motivated by faith to keep children safe 
and keep families intact.” They serve families 
impacted by the following crises: homelessness, 
unemployment, hospitalization of parent, 
domestic violence, incarceration, and substance 
abuse treatment. 

Today “volunteers who host children and 
support families are known as Host Families 
and are recruited from a large network of faith 
communities. Families in crisis or families in 
need willingly place their children with a safe, 
loving, and thoroughly screened volunteer Host 
Family for a short period of time." The average 
stay in a host home is six weeks. Families “can 
reunite with their children at any time. Both the 
Family in need and the Host Family participate 
voluntarily, with no compensation or expectation 
of adoption. The trust built between the Family 
in need and Host Family is central to the Safe 
Families program. After the hosting arrangement 
ends, Safe Families’ goal is for the two families 
to remain in contact, further reducing social 
isolation and providing ongoing support.” 

OBJECTIVES

The three objectives of Safe Families for 
Children are:

1. Keep children safe during a family crisis 
such as homelessness, hospitalization, or 
domestic violence in an effort to prevent 
child abuse and/or neglect. 

2. Support and stabilize families in crisis 
by surrounding them with caring, 
compassionate community. 

3. Reunite families and reduce the number of 
children entering the child welfare system.

VOLUNTEERS

Safe Families exists to step in to help families 
that find themselves in these crisis moments by 
caring for their children for a limited period of 
time. 

Volunteers consist of “host families (take in 
kids for short periods of time), family friends 
(support to families in crisis as well as the host 
family), resource friends (support to families in 
crisis as well as the host family through tangible 
goods), family coaches (come alongside the 
families in crisis as well as ensure the kids are 
well cared for in host families), Safe Families 
churches (churches that support Safe Families as 
ministries of their churches), Safe Families PLUS 
Mentors (mentor young adults aging out of foster 
care).”

To learn more and see how you can 
contribute or help, visit: 

safe-families.org

by Krista Heinen
Krista is a pastor who desires to help the next generation 
understand its place in The Big God Story. She has her  
BS in elementary education from the University of  
Wisconsin-Madison and her MDiv from Bethel Seminary. 
Krista loves to preach, play board games, and spend time 
chatting over coffee. She and her husband, Greg, live in 
Wisconsin. 

Safe Families       for Children

 74% 35,000 6
PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN 

HOSTED WHO ARE 5 YEARS 

OLD OR YOUNGER

HOSTINGS ARRANGED AVERAGE STAY IN WEEKS
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If you lived in the Dominican Republic you would most likely 
eat something called Mangú—a very popular dish consisting 
of mashed plantains usually served with scrambled eggs, fried 
Dominican “salami,” and queso frito (fried cheese). It is mainly 
served as a breakfast dish, and sometimes it appears on the 
dinner table. 

A country occupying the eastern two-thirds of the 
island of Hispaniola (Haiti occupies the western 
third) between the Caribbean Sea and the Atlantic 
Ocean, the Dominican Republic has an area of 
18,815 square miles. It has a total coastline of 800 
miles and shares a border with Haiti.

Where in  the World Is ...

Dominican Republic

• The Dominican Republic is the oldest country of the Americas and the first place Christopher 
Columbus reached in 1492.

• The Dominican Republic is the only country in the world with a Bible on its flag.

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global mind-set in children for people beyond the boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

NOW THAT WE KNOW WHERE IN THE WORLD DOMINICAN REPUBLIC IS, LET’S MEET 
AND GREET ITS PEOPLE.

POPULATION
10,803,600

LANGUAGE
SPANISHSpanish

RELIGION

CATHOLIC 57%
PROTESTANT 23%
UNAFFILIATED 18%   

If you went to church in the 
Dominican Republic you 
would most likely go to a 

Catholic church. 

There are over 10 
million people who call 
the Dominican Republic 

their home. 

To talk to your friends in the Dominican 
Republic you would speak Spanish. To 
say, “Hello” in Spanish you would say, 

“Hola” (pronounced “oh-la” with a  
silent “h”).

global
family time

Did You Know?

DOMINICAN 
REPUBLIC

HAITI

ATLANTIC 
OCEAN

CARIBBEAN 
SEA
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Ambassadors of 
the Gospel

global
family time

My husband I fell in love on a mission trip to Haiti 
in 1987. Two years later, when we were married, we 
planned to take some university students back to 
the same places we had served. Just days before we 
were to leave, great unrest broke out in Haiti causing 
airlines to cancel all flights there. My husband made 
some phone calls and was able to re-route our 
team’s trip to the other side of the Hispaniola island 
(where Haiti is located) to Dominican Republic.  

That trip began our 28 years of love with the 
people and country of Dominican Republic. Later, 
when we had our own children, we couldn’t wait 
to bring them with us on our mission trips. They 
adapted quickly to the culture, language, and 
especially the tasty food of this beautiful and 
gracious Caribbean island. 

We wanted our children to have a healthy 
worldview as well as to understand what it means 
to love and respect other cultures and people who 
are different than we are. It was also important to 
us that our children did not view going on a mission 
trip as a “one-sided” endeavor. We taught them 
to see what they would bring to our Dominican 
brothers and sisters as well as what they would 
receive from them. 

The pastors and leaders of Dominican Republic 
have invested in my children over the 16 years that 
have passed. They have had us in their homes 
and we have had them in our home here in the 
United States. We have led conferences, vacation 
Bible schools, and missions of mercy together. And 
now my son, who is 24 and about to complete his 
graduate studies, wants to return to Dominican 
Republic with his father to visit these places and 
people. He wants the pastor we have served 
alongside for the past 20 years to bless him as he 
begins the next chapter of his life. 

We wanted this experience for more families, so 
we led family mission trips from the church where 
we were serving, bringing others into our beloved 
Dominican family. This has created a legacy of us 
both serving and being served. Training and being 
trained. Admittedly, most of our team members over 
the years have shared that they feel that they took 
away more from their global experience than what 
they gave. But this is the work of the Holy Spirit in 
His economy, isn’t it?

 This is what it means to love and respect one 
another around the world. When we view ourselves 
as partners in our mission to be ambassadors of the 
gospel, we will see how each of us adds something 
unique and colorful to this great responsibility. 

by Michelle Anthony
Michelle is the Executive Pastor of Family Ministries at New 
Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO. Michelle has graduate 
degrees in Christian education, theology, and leadership 
and more than 25 years of church ministry experience as a 
children’s and family pastor. She loves a good book and a cup 
of coffee.
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Children aren’t necessarily born loving others. It’s something that must be modeled and reinforced.  
Growing up, my parents encouraged me to love others, to be very intentional about including others, and 
to be more interested in others than myself. 

Some of my most vivid memories are:

• Inviting people to our home to share a 
meal

• Spending holidays gathered around a 
piano at the nursing home

• Surprising people by purchasing their 
gasoline

• Visiting people in the hospital

• Leaving bags of groceries on someone’s 
doorstep

• Giving away our favorite toys rather than 
our oldest

• Noticing people on the fringes and 
inviting them into our home

When we had a gathering, everyone was included. A birthday party meant the entire class was invited, 
not just the most popular people. A holiday meal always included people who would otherwise not have 
one. Our parties and meals weren’t lavish and we didn’t have lots of money to spend, but the Lord always 
provided, and everyone felt celebrated. 

When it came time to have our own family, my husband and I knew we wanted to raise our children 
with the same values. We settled on some of our own big family ideals. Our top three are:

• Love God

• Serve others

• Try something new

Nothing pleased us more than when our oldest daughter, Taylor, told us she wanted to help lead 
a sixth-grade Bible study. It was one of the first times my husband and I got to witness what we had 
believed for her when she was just a baby. We knew it would require extra effort on our part to support 
her, but seeing her develop her leadership skills and open her heart to all of the sixth-grade girls has been 
beautiful to watch.

Many of the big ideas in the Bible require us to take action: Go and make disciples. Lay hands on the 
sick and they will recover. Refresh others and you will also be refreshed. When our kids know they are 
part of a bigger God story, they can walk with strength and sure-footedness into every situation they face.

As parents, we often want to keep our kids close to us so that they won’t experience hurt, pain, 
disappointment, or loss. Instead, we are learning to train and equip our children so they are empowered 
to love others, invite people in, and be a friend to all.

by Christine King
Christine King is the Pastor of Congregational Care at New Life Church in Colorado Springs, CO. She and her husband, 
David, have three daughters and a son: Taylor, Hunter, Reagan, and Landon. In her free time she loves to channel her inner 
Joanna Gaines, spend time with friends and family, and nurture all the baby animals born on the family’s Colorado farm.

Taylor King helping lead a sixth-grade Bible study 
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Invite Them In
My husband, Michael, and I have always seen our children’s friends as an extension of our family. 
We saw firsthand how many of these friends’ homes were broken, hurting, or neglectful. Just having 
them share a meal at our table was such a gift to many who couldn’t remember the last time they had 
had a home-cooked meal. Sometimes just being “present” in a conversation to talk through teenage 
issues or dating problems was our best gift to them. 

Over the years, our children’s childhood and high school friends felt more like family. We have 
genuinely loved these friends for more than 10 to 15 years now. We have picked them up from parties 
when they drank too much; we have held them as they cried over a breakup or a parent’s divorce; we 
have fed them, counseled them, and written dozens of college application recommendation letters 
for them. 

Enter the holidays. Estranged families, faraway 
families, deployed families, or even deported families 
led to many of these spiritual sons and daughters 
(who are now in their twenties) left with no place to 
celebrate or be cared for.

Christmas has gone from our children’s high 
school friends hanging out on a day to a two-week 
onslaught of the 20-somethings in our home! This 
means many airport runs, a two-cart shopping trip 
to Costco, buying and wrapping gifts for more than 
just my kids, and being willing to have my home look 
much like Tornado Alley for 10 to 14 days.  The payoff 
is hearing our spiritual children call us “Mom” and 
“Dad” and knowing that we are investing in something 
bigger than consumerism during the Christmas 
season. What a joy to provide a spiritual home and 
family for those who need it! 

For some, it will be just one year due to the circumstances of that year, but for our one Korean 
“son,” this will be a “forever” since his parents were deported back to Korea and can never return to 
the U.S. Last Christmas, this son said, “I can’t wait to get married and bring my wife and kids here for 
Christmas.” 

 Many of our “sons and daughters” know Jesus, and some do not. We see this opportunity to show 
the love of Jesus knowing that our actions will often speak louder than words to the hearts of these 
young adults. We pray with them and for them. We offer them a blessing before they get up from 
their Christmas dinner, and they know and respect what we believe and why we believe it. 

This is our tangible offering of love and respect to our children’s friends in the name of Jesus. It 
is His love that compels us to be ambassadors of His gracious act that made us sons and daughters of 
His eternal family. 

by Michelle Anthony
Michelle is the Executive Pastor of Family Ministries at New Life Church. Michelle has graduate degrees in Christian 
education, theology, and leadership, and more than twenty-five years of church ministry experience as a children’s and 
family pastor. She lives in Colorado Springs and loves a good book and a cup of coffee.

The Anthony’s Ugly Christmas Sweater party.
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There’s a sign on our church patio that faces us as we walk toward the parking lot post-service. It reads: 
“You are now entering the mission field.” I want it on a doormat so that when I come home I know. As a mom, 
I’m a missionary at home: I’m set to spread the love of Jesus in every wiped nose and every peeled orange. I’m 
purposed to hold my tongue in anger and to speak words of life and love into tiny hearts each day. I’m burdened 
to be the hands and feet of Him who lived so perfectly on earth—no matter how that weight feels. It’s what I’m 
striving for daily.

The feel of my home is something I’m in constant contact with God about; I ask Him to pour out His Spirit, 
covering our house like a blanket of snow (which we never see the likes of in sunny So Cal). I visualize it so I 
remember He is thick in our air. The constantness in parenting has been the trickiest part for me to get into (like 
3:00 a.m. … why?!), but the most rewarding is the blossoming friendship amongst my three girls. We aim high 
as we sing the song of sisterhood over our kids. We fight each battle knowing it’s as important as it is unique—
pressing into them the camaraderie that Jesus had with each of His apostles. There is stretching and growing and 
denial and hurt, just like the 12 had. And there is joy and beauty and depth and hope, just like they had too. But 
there’s another dynamic at play here, too: These little ladies … they aren’t all mine.

The Mission Field of Motherhood
Amanda Auer

about   faq

everyday mom blog     everyday dad blog     food     crafts     family
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Just over a year ago, my husband and I experienced the truth of Luke 12:48 (much given; much 
expected). Our arms and hearts were full with two precious daughters—a life we had prayed and 
hoped and dreamed of, after our 13 years of marriage together. But when our youngest daughter 
turned one in the summer of 2016, God moved 
boldly in His plan to share our home with another.

This child was someone on our radar through 
family and had been on our hearts for awhile—
someone quite literally for whom I could say, “For 
THIS child I have prayed.” It’s not that we had the 
desire to grow our family—we felt entirely content 
in our circumstances. But God sought our hearts 
in a new and deeper way—a way of stepping out of 
comfortable and into radical for His glory.

The short story is this: In October, a woman 
we hardly knew dropped off her toddler for us 
to care for while she fell back into a life pattern 
of abuse. This sweet girl was the same age as my 
youngest—11 days older, to be exact. I essentially 
gained a twin daughter and it was everything you 
would expect it to be: chaos, excitement, love, 
confusion, hurt, and adjustment. At the time we 
knew very little about the story of our sweet girl 
or the mom who dropped her off. But over the year to come we would learn and grow in ways so 
unexpected and unanticipated that it can only be described as a holy act from a very holy God.

We opened our home to this precious little girl and we saw God’s faithful goodness. We offered 
visitation to her mother and we saw His hands of love reaching as He seeks and saves in ways only 
He can. We poured out love from our living room and expected Him to show up—and He continued 
to. There are plenty of twists and turns, but the constants in it all are the equal parts of love and 
responsibility. I find it pretty amazing that God requests our help as He changes lives; it’s an honor to 
be invited in. 

I’ve known the Lord my whole life and still felt shamefully unprepared and completely 
unqualified for the task at hand. I remember feeling all of those years of lazy Christianity pooling at 
my feet, and all of it led up to the lie that I was not the girl for this job—something I’ve had extensive 
conversations with the Lord about. We grow as Christians when we move when He is prompting. 
He also promises to equip us fully whenever and whatever He requires and requests. For us, in our 
trusting yes, the peace that we have felt in the process has been unparalleled. We’ve sought His 
counsel. We’ve received His protection. He’s revealed His character. We’ve had a front-row seat to 
lives changed (including our own). I am living proof that we don’t need to know how the story ends to 
know that it’s a worthy read. God has taken me from a place of fear and failure to a place of courage 
and confidence—and enough of Him to brave the building blocks and bedtime routines in the 
mission field of motherhood.

Amanda is a recovering event designer enjoying and adjusting to her new life being a mom of three. She lives and loves 
in Orange County, CA, with her husband and three girls.

@amandaauer

@amandaauer

We’ve had a 
front-row 

seat to lives 
changed 

(including 
our own).
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Filling Your Child’s “Bank Account”
Joseph Fugate

Lately, I’ve been thinking a lot about the way we treat other human beings. This past election 
cycle and the anonymity that social media seems to afford have been disheartening. As a 
Christian, this unkind atmosphere has pointed me to take a closer look at Jesus’ life and how 
we should treat others, including our children.

My wife, Samantha, and I have been going through our adoption journey for a little over 
three years now, with the past 15 months of that including foster care. To us, adoption has always 
been closely tied to Jesus’ mission in the Bible. This is beautifully described in the first part of 
Romans 8:15, which says, “The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in 
fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.” This portion 
of Scripture has been a driving force since we began our adoption journey.  

everyday mom blog     everyday dad blog     food     crafts     family
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Samantha and I prayed for a long time and knew that we had something to offer. Just like 
Joseph and Mary were looking for someone to invite them in on the night of Jesus’ birth, 
these children who come into our home and other foster homes around the nation are looking 
for someone to invite them in and treat them with love and respect. Our two extra upstairs 
bedrooms have transformed into our “inn” where we have invited in five different children for 
long-term placement and numerous children for short-term respite care. 

The children who come through our homes 
have often not received the love and respect that 
many of us were fortunate to grow up with. In 
our foster care training, we learned that treating 
children with love and respect builds up their 
emotional “bank accounts.” In just the same way, 
when we respond to them out of frustration or 
make them feel inconvenient, we “withdraw” from 
their emotional bank accounts. The thought is 
not that we have to be perfect parents but that 
we are mindful to always leave children with a 
positive balance in their accounts. Therefore, it 
is our responsibility to “fill the bank accounts” of 
our children with the love and respect they have 
lacked for so long. Our goal is for these children 
to break out of slavery to their past, whether they 
return home to biological family or are adopted by 
a foster family.  

Are foster children the only ones who need 
their bank accounts filled with love and respect? 
Absolutely not! Jesus has placed an immense value on all children. First John 4:4 says, “You, 
dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater 
than the one who is in the world.” As parents, if one of our children breaks a precious family 
heirloom or says something hurtful to us, we must not withhold love and respect from him. 
And when we do make mistakes, God’s grace is sufficient. Just like we ask for God’s grace and 
forgiveness in our own lives, sometimes we must ask for the same thing from our children. Easier 
said than done sometimes, but after studying Jesus’ teachings and being aware of the love and 
respect He gives to each of us, how can we give anything less to our children?

Joseph Fugate is a former elementary teacher, turned Realtor living in Colorado Springs, CO. He is dad to 
numerous foster children and a biological daughter due in February. He enjoys any outdoor activity and exploring 
local coffee shops. 

“You, dear 
children, are 

from God and have 
overcome them, 

because the one who 
is in you is greater 

than the one who is 
in the world.”

1 John 4:4
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Over the next few years, Mark became a regular 
fixture at the Wayman household. He would often come 
over after school or spend the night on weekends. He 
joined us on family road trips and camping adventures. 
Eventually, when his dad moved away, Mark moved in 
and became an official part of the family. He’s even in 
our family photos. 

It’s been more than 20 years since I graduated from 
high school, and I honestly cannot remember more 
than a couple of the Christmas presents I received. 
But I remember the example my parents set during the 
holidays, sharing the two most valuable things we had: 
our faith and our family. And when we gather around 
the dinner table this Christmas Eve, Mark will be there, 
just as he has been for the last two decades. In fact, this 
will likely be the first Christmas Eve we celebrate at his 
house.

Regardless of where we spend it, one thing is 
certain—we will set an extra place at the table. You 
never know when new family is going to show up. 

by Eric Wayman
Eric Wayman is the lead pastor of Lighthouse Community Church 
in Costa Mesa, CA, and the author of Reclaiming Your Identity. 
He also teaches at Vanguard University and loves getting to 
disciple people who are hungry to grow. He and his wife, Cathy, 
are raising their two sons to be men of God. 

Christmas has always been my favorite time of the 
year. As a kid, I would count down the days until 
Christmas break, rejoicing at the first whiff of pine, 
the first Christmas song on the radio, and the first 
cup of hot cocoa in front of the fireplace. Despite 
the cold weather, it always seemed like the warmest, 
most intimate season of the year. 

Sadly, for far too many, the holidays don’t 
bring with them warm feelings of anticipation and 
connection. Instead, it is the loneliest time of the 
year, each day a dreary reminder of lost loved ones 
and broken promises. 

As a pastor, I’ve come to recognize how painful 
this season can be for some, but as a child I was 
blissfully ignorant of others’ silent suffering. I was far 
too preoccupied with hanging ornaments or adding 
to my Christmas gift list. Thankfully, my parents 
weren’t as blind to the hurting hearts all around me, 
even within my own circle of friends. 

Throughout the year, my parents always kept an 
open door and extra setting at the dinner table, and 
this policy was especially true during the holidays. 
They were always welcoming a neighbor or a friend 
from school to come over and have dinner with us, 
and we would always have at least one or two guests 
for our annual Christmas Eve family feast.

One of those Christmas Eve guests was Mark, a 
kid from my high school water polo team. Despite 
the fact that we’d spent countless hours in the pool 
together, I never realized he didn’t have the same sort 
of stable home life I took for granted. But that night, 
he joined us as we held hands, bowed our heads, and 
thanked Jesus for both the food we were about to eat 
as well as the reason we celebrated Christmas in the 
first place. And after stuffing himself alongside us, he 
accepted our invite to join our silly holiday traditions. 
That night, we treated Mark like part of the family.

(un)Happy 
Holidays

Wayman Christmas 2002—Mark is the one standing up in the blue
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One of my favorite movies is a charming love 
story called You’ve Got Mail starring Tom Hanks 
and Meg Ryan. It’s the story of two business rivals 
who unintentionally meet each other online. Over 
time they find themselves in a sweet anonymous 
Internet romance. Their journey begins with a few 
simple surface-level emails, which over time evolve 
to reveal more personal thoughts and feelings. Their 
love notes lay such a strong foundation that once 
their identities are revealed, the former rivals can’t 
deny the love they’ve established through sharing 
their hearts with one another.  

Before my husband and I were married our 
courtship was filled with all the makings of a great 
romantic comedy. As newlyweds we spent hours 
and hours talking to one another about everything 
but the kitchen sink (actually I think there might 
have been several “conversations” about his lack of 
wiping out the kitchen sink). But, as you can guess, 
most of that changed when our two daughters were 
added to the mix. I can honestly admit that there 
were many days when we probably didn’t talk about 

much at all. We were both exhausted and found that 
our new roles as young parents didn’t leave much 
time to sit and have an intentional conversation about 
anything substantial, not to mention our deepest 
thoughts and feelings.  

Most of us are familiar with the passages of 
Scripture that talk about how spouses should love 
one another. Husbands are told specifically to love 
their wives as Christ loved the church (Ephesians 
5:25). Wives are told specifically to respect their 
husbands as the church does Christ (Ephesians 5:33). 
But, on a practical level, how in the world do you do 
this when you can barely find time to shower some 
days? I started to really think about ways I could 
show my husband the respect I knew I had in my 
heart for him. One day, while caring for one of our 
sick daughters, that movie, You’ve Got Mail, came 
on TV. It sparked an idea! I decided to start writing 
my husband little love notes every day. Don’t get the 
wrong idea. I’m not talking about 8.5" x 11" sheets of 
notebook paper filled with sonnets and poems. Most 
of them fit on a sticky note that I stuck on the coffee 

Love Notes
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pot where he was sure to find it every morning. I 
purposely wrote words that I knew the Bible said 
a man needed from his wife. I told him I respected 
him. I thanked him for providing for our family. I 
complimented him on how handsome he was. I 
repeatedly told him I was proud of him. I left Bible 
verses to encourage him. It was not only great for 
him to know I felt that way, but it was also extremely 
beneficial for me to spend intentional time thinking 
about how much I do respect my husband. Shortly 
after I started this habit, I was blessed to start 
finding love notes that HE began leaving me. It 
was fun because the playful side of my husband 
came out and he would leave them in all sorts of 
funny places, from my makeup drawer to the box of 
laundry soap to the deli drawer in our refrigerator. 
Every time I found one, my heart would flutter and I 
would remember all the things that made me fall in 
love with him in the first place. 

When our daughters became old enough to 
read we started leaving love notes for them too. 
I’d put one in their lunchboxes every single day of 

school. Daddy often put one on their pillows before he 
left for work. And what do you think happened next? 
You guessed it—both of our girls started leaving us love 
notes. We have been married for 25 years now and 
our girls are 22 and 20, and we are still in the practice 
of doing this, never missing a day to at least text a 
simple little love note to one another on our family 
group text.  

I believe with all of my heart that this has been 
an integral reason why our family is so close. Taking 
the time to show the love of Christ and our love and 
respect for one another through little love notes has 
been one of the easiest but greatest habits in our 
relationships, and it has proven what 1 Corinthians 13:8 
says: “Love never fails.”

by Cyndi Clark
Cyndi has been happily married to her high school sweetheart, 
Dan, for 25 years and is the proud mom of daughters Kayla and 
Jordanne. Her passions include Bible journaling and painting, 
gardening, antiquing, and home decor. 

Instagram @Cyn4Jesus

marriage
support
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My wife and I had read Spiritual Parenting by 
Michelle Anthony and had numerous conversations 
with her. We knew it was time to intentionally apply 
the environments in our home for this young child so 
we could better equip him for the destiny God has 
planned for him. We invited Asher in for story time 
each night, allowing the Holy Spirit to take those 
times and move on his little heart as we watched him 
respond in his own child-like way. We poured love 
into both Asher’s and our daughter’s lives and that was 
reciprocated. We created environments for worship, 
respect, faith—and the list goes on.

Three years into this, and now WE get the invite—
that’s right, we hear Asher yell from his room, “C’mon, 
Grammy and Grampy; it’s story time,” or “Let’s sing 
‘God Is So Good!’” But the most precious part is when 
he turns to me and says, “Grampy, let’s pray”—and 
he simply opens his mouth and prays for everybody, 
including every stuffed animal and piece of furniture in 
his room.

If you had said to me five years ago this is where 
we would be, I would have called you crazy! In these 
three years, God has allowed my wife and me to 
minister to other couples—we have had invites to share 
our story, to speak into the lives of people who are 
going through the same issues, and to give hope when 
hope just can’t be found. 

God took a messy situation and worked it out for His 
good! God has so filled us with His love that it was the 
natural response to welcome our daughter and her son 
home and pour that love back out to them. 

THIS IS US! A real family, dealing with real issues, 
on a real journey, but all centered on a REAL GOD!

Grandparenting rocks!

 

by Ken McDonald
Ken currently works for David C Cook in Colorado Springs, CO, 
as a Church Resource Consultant. He and his wife of 23 years, 
Julie, travel and speak on marriage and family. He currently 
serves as the Worship Director at Victory International Church in 
Hamilton, ON, Canada.

UPDATE FROM KEN MCDONALD

I can’t believe that three years have already come 
and gone since I wrote my first grandparenting 
article for HomeFront magazine. Three years 
into grandparenting for my wife and me—what an 
incredible journey.

 My wife and I just binge-watched the first season 
of the critically acclaimed TV series This Is Us. While 
watching the family’s journey on the show, we were 
reminded that we live not too far off the beaten path 
of dysfunction and craziness that life often brings, but 
here is the twist for our family—Jesus is at the center 
of it all! 

For those who may have not read the previous 
article, our eldest daughter was in a relationship with a 
young man and got pregnant. We walked the journey 
of the pregnancy with her, and although she was not 
living with us at the time, she knew the invite to come 
home was always there—and then it happened. Sitting 
at work, she called me on the phone and, as tears 
stung my eyes, she said, “Dad, Asher and I are coming 
home.” I felt like the dad in the prodigal son story. I 
wanted to prepare a feast, drape her in Prada and 
Gucci—our hearts were overwhelmed with this news.

We knew change was about to happen for all of 
us, but we also knew this was our opportunity to pour 
into her and her son, our grandson, for whatever time 
God was giving to us. This coming home, this invite, 
reminded us a lot of what Jesus did for us when He 
came knocking at our hearts’ doors and we invited 
Him in. Despite how we were living at the time, Christ 
wasn’t looking for a clean house; He was coming to 
help us clean house, to make us new creations, and to 
give us a fresh, new start! This was our daughter’s new 
start!

From the time she came home until now, God 
has shown us incredible things. Romans 8:28 states: 
“We know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according 
to his purpose.” Although this may have come as a 
surprise to us, God knew; nothing surprises Him, 
and this new journey was about to elevate us to new 
heights in our relationship with Him.

This Is Us
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Ken’s grandson, Asher
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS

The order of the 10 Environments listed coincides 
with the monthly distribution of this resource.

1
2

3 4

5

“God has entrusted 
me with the things and 

people He created 
around me.”

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God has a big story, 
and I can be a part 

of it!”

“God transforms me 
when I step out in faith.”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be done?’”

Responsibility
This environment captures the ability to 
take ownership for one’s life, gifts, and 
resources before God. A child must be 
challenged to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually lost. 
Our hope is that the Holy Spirit will use 
this environment to allow each child to 
understand that God has entrusted His 
world to us.

Love&Respect
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This 
environment recognizes that children need 
an environment of love and respect in order 
to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Innate to this environment is the value 
that children are respected because they 
embody the image of God. We must speak to 
them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are 
never withheld due to one’s behavior.

Storytelling
The power of The Big God Story impacts our 
lives by giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring 
perspective into how God has been moving 
throughout history. It is the story of redemption, 
salvation, and hope and tells how I have been 
grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told 
for God’s glory.

Out of the 
Comfort Zone
As children and students are 
challenged to step out of their 
comfort zone from an early age, they 
learn to experience a dependence 
on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen them beyond their 
natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will 
cultivate a generation that, instead 
of seeking comfort, seeks a radical 
life of faith in Christ.

Serving
This posture of the heart asks 
the question, “What needs to 
be done?” It allows the Holy 
Spirit to cultivate a sensitivity to 
others and focuses on a cause 
bigger than one individual life. It 
helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ-followers we are to view 
our lives as living sacrifices that 
we generously give away!
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN IGNITE 
A TRANSFORMING FAITH IN 
YOUR FAMILY, WE SUGGEST 
YOU READ: 
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“When I get off 

track, God offers me 
a path of healing.”

“I belong to God, 

and He loves me!”

“God’s family cares 
for each other 

and worships God 
together.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they can 

see Him in me.”

“God knows me, and 
I can know Him.”

Course Correction
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 
and is the direct opposite of punishment. 
Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building 
up in love, and a vision of a corrected path for 
the individual with the purpose of healing at 
its core.

Identity
This environment highlights who we are in 
Christ. According to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and given 
an inheritance in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction allows children 
to stand firm against the destructive  
counter-identities the world will offer.

Faith Community
God designed us to live in community and 
to experience Him in ways that can only 
happen in proximity to one another. The faith 
community serves to create an environment to 
equip and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, and to bring a richness of worship 
through tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for each other 
reflects the love we have received from God.

Modeling
Biblical content needs a practical living 
expression in order for it to be spiritually 
impacting. This environment serves as a  
hands-on example of what it means for children 
to put their faith into action. Modeling puts 
flesh on faith and reminds us that others are 
watching to see if we live what we believe.

Knowing
Nothing could be more important 
than knowing and being known 
by God. We live in a world that 
denies absolute truth, and yet 
God’s Word offers just that. As we 
create an environment that upholds 
and displays God’s truth, we give 
children a foundation based on 
knowing God, knowing His Word, 
and a relationship with Him through 
Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, and yet He has chosen to 
make Himself known to us!

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked “ESV” are taken from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version. Copyright © 2000; 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.



The Action Storybook Bible invites families 

with children ages 8 and under to explore 

God’s redemptive story together. It combines 

dramatic storytelling with over 350 brand-new, 

captivating comic-book style illustrations from 

Brazilian master-artist Sergio Cariello, illustrator 

of the bestselling The Action Bible®. Designed 

to help you and the families you serve discover 

their place in God’s redemptive story and 

together put their faith into action!

AN INTERACTIVE ADVENTURE THROUGH  
GOD’S REDEMPTIVE STORY

TheActionBible.com

Contact your local Christian book store to order today.
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