
Week 11 
 

The Lord of Creation Against His People 
_________________________ 

 

Micah 1-2 
 

 
 

Micah opens with God summoning the people of the earth to come and witness his judgment 
against Israel1. Both Israel in the north and Judah in the south are under divine condemnation. The 
first half of chapter 1 establishes God’s authority and power through the distruption of creation 
itself at his coming. The prophet announces the unmaking of Samaria as the city is returned to its 
pre-inhabited state. The second half of the chapter begins the judgment against Judah through a 
series of wordplays using the city names of some of the prominent communities of Judah. The big 
picture of chapter 1 is that the Lord Almighty, before whom all creation quakes, will come to judge 
his people for their sin.  

 

Threats Against Samaria & Jerusalem (1:1-16) 
 
1. Read Micah 1:1-7. In Leviticus 18:24-30, the Lord explained to Israel that the land of Canaan had 

“vomited out its inhabitants” because the canaanites had become unclean for their many sins. They 
had defiled the land with their paganism. Israel was being warned that the same could happen to 
them when they took possession of Canaan. What does this teach us about the relationship 
between God, his world, and sin? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. In verse 7, we see that the punishment to come would see the Assyrian army using the precious 

metals taken from Samaria to increase the extravagance of their own cultic centers. How is this an 
appropriate punishment for the sin of Samaria?2 
 
 
 
 

 
1Micah served the Lord from Judah around the same time as Hosea in Israel and Isaiah in Jerusalem. Based on the kings mentioned in verse 1, 
Micah’s prophetic ministry was between 735-710BC. His ministry thus took place in the southern kingdom of Judah during the same period that 
Assyria captured Israel in the north in 722BC. For a video summary of Micah see bibleproject.com/learn/micah. 
 

2Some of Samaria’s wealth appears to have come from cultic prostitution. Idols were made from the gold and silver used to pay for prostitutes. In 
addition, the weak and powerless were being exploited. The conquest of neighboring nations enabled Israel to purchase the most expensive idols. 



3. Read Micah 1:8-16. In the original Hebrew, for each of the cities listed in verses 10-15, Micah uses 
wordplay with their names to increase the effect of God’s judgment against them. To “Pleasantville”, 
for example, with its lush green meadows God was saying, “What is coming upon you will be most 
unpleasant. Your green meadows will become scorched earth.” If you were a citizen of one of these 
cities how would this way of pronouncing God’s judgement impact you? If you think God’s 
judgement against Israel’s sin is severe, how does remembering the work of Christ on the cross help 
explain the severity? 

 
 
 
 
 

Judgment and Hope (2:1-13) 
 

Micah continues his pronouncement of judgment against Israel with a rebuke of her leaders. 
They have used their power, influence, and money to take advantage of the weak and powerless 
and to suppress the Word of God. Even the prophets, who were to be the voice of God to his 
people, have become corrupt and proclaim only what those who pay them want to hear. Therefore, 
because of this failure of leadership, the land will become a desolation; a heap of ruins. Yet there 
is hope! A shepherd-King is promised who will regather God’s people and lead them out of their 
captivity. 

 
4. Read Micah 2:1-11. Micah prophesied during a period of intense social injustice in Judah. False 

prophets preach to get rich, not in righteousness. Princes thrive from their cruelty. Landlords evict 
widows. Judges take bribes. Consider verses 1-2. How does Micah describe the evil of these 
oppressors. Why is God right to hate what he sees? Do you feel as strongly about oppression as God 
does?  

 
 
 
 
 
5. According to verses 6 and 11, how are the people responding to or abusing the Word of God? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Micah 2:12-13. Despite the judgement on Israel, especially her leaders, these chapters are not 

hopeless. What two images do we find in verses 12 and 13 and how do they offer hope to Israel? 
What does it mean to you that Christ is your Shepherd-King? 


