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Faith Under the Microscope 
_________________________ 

 

Mark 9:2-29 
 

 
 

Do you remember the first time you looked into a microscope? Your science teacher gave 
you something small to study and suddenly it was big! What, up until then, had seemed a 
boring little speck on a dish now became full of color and design. It’s one of those moments 
children don’t forget. We never look at things the same way again. Suddenly everything 
has the potential to be more than it seems. In the same way, telescopes transform the 
night sky into a world of wonders. Mark’s account of the transfiguration of Jesus did 
something like that to Peter, James, and John. They thought they knew Jesus until they 
saw him … really saw him! 
 

 

 The Transfiguration (9:2-13) 
 
1. The disciples were not hallucinating. Terrified? Yes. It was all too real. But, why now? Why 

does Jesus choose to pull back the curtain to give a glimpse of his divine nature to the 
disciples? (Note that from Mark 9 on, Jesus is on a collision course with Jerusalem and the 
cross.) Read Heb 1:3, Dan 7:9, Acts 1:10, and 1 John 1:1-2. How do these verses aid our 
understanding of the transfiguration? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Moses—the recipient of God’s Law—and Elijah1—the most famous of all the prophets—

appear with Jesus. What does the appearance of these men teach us about Jesus and the 
gospel? 

 
 
 

 
1In verses 9-13, the disciples’ question about the return of Elijah is meant to redirect the conversation away from Jesus’ suffering. Like 
Peter in Matt 16:21-23, the disciples weren’t comfortable with that idea. But Jesus reminds them that before “the great and awesome day of 
the Lord” (Mal 4:5), a suffering servant Son of man must die to save all who trust in him. Shocking the disciples, Jesus identifies John the Baptist 
as having fulfilled Elijah’s task of preparing the way for the coming of the Lord. 



3. In light of the transfiguration, isn’t it amazing that Jesus would say to his disciples in John 
16:7, “I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the 
Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” How can you motivate your 
brothers and sisters in Christ to seek the advantage the Holy Spirit provides us? 

 
 
 
 
 

“For the One Who Believes” (9:14-29) 
 
4. What is the problem of verses 14-18? Recall Mark 8:34-35. Jesus’ call upon his disciples to 

follow him comes at a cost. People often imagine that giving Jesus came to make our lives 
better. Rather Jesus comes to give new life and that life, though full of promise and power, 
is often more difficult since it’s now lived in a world designed to frustrate it. According to 
verses 28-29. What had the disciples forgot to do?  

 
 
 
 
 
5. How do the father’s words in. verse 24 sometimes echo your own? What problem solving 

principles can we take away from Jesus’s actions in verses 19-27? 


