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What’s the Kingdom of God Like? 
_________________________ 

 

mark 4:1-34 
 

 
 

As we have seen in Mark 1-3, Jesus has been challenged by the higher ups about forgiving 
sins, his attitude toward the sabbath, and dining with sinners. His family has said he’s crazy 
and the religious leaders have said he’s demon possessed. Surely, now Jesus will defend 
himself! Wrong. In chapter 4, Jesus uses parables to explain what the kingdom of God is 
like. What’s the point of his good news—"The kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel”—if you don’t know why it’s so good? To hearers, Jesus will explain. 
 

 

The Sower (4:1-20) 
 
1. The word “parable” comes from the Greek word parabole meaning “to set alongside”. 

Parables make comparisons. Jesus often uses parables to explain hard truths by way of 
familiar things. Many think that everything in a parable is significant, but that’s not so. 
Parables have one central lesson. Read Mark 4:1-9 and list three questions it raises for you. 
 
 
 
 

2. As we look at Mark 4:11-12, why does Jesus speak in parables?1 
 
 
 
 
3. In verses 15-19, what do the first three seeds of the sower parable have in common? What 

would you say is the central message of the parable? 
 
 
 
 
1Jesus quotes from Isaiah 6:9-10 to explain how parables work in people’s lives. Isaiah was describing a hard-
hearted people who had turned their back on God and stubbornly refused to listen to him. Many who hear Jesus’ 
words are still like this today. For some, no matter how inquisitive, they will never be given spiritual ears to 
understand. Others will. God saves in this way to show his power over sin and preserve his glory.  



4. Jesus knew that the way he was sowing his Word was, as we say, politically incorrect. One 
reason Jesus taught in parables was because the Jews were expecting the Messiah to bring 
a great renewal for the nation. Israel would be thoroughly rescued from all forms of 
oppression. God’s kingdom would explode onto the world stage and vindicate them! How 
does Jesus’ parable offer a different vision of Israel and its future? What will be the fruit of 
Jesus’ good news? (See: John 4:36; 15:8; Rom 6:21-22; Gal 5:22; Phil 1:11; Col 1:6, 10) 

 
 
 
 
5. What preconceptions about how God is supposed to work today might actually prevent us 

and others from trusting God and his Word? 
 
 
 
 

A Lamp, a Seed, & a Farmer (4:21-34) 
 
6. In the parable of the lamp (vv. 21-25), answering two questions will aid our understanding. 

First, how is the lamp metaphor used in the Old Testament (2 Sam 22:29; 2 Kings 8:19; Ps 
119:105)? Second, who does the lamp represent (John 1:5; 8:12)? What is Jesus teaching us 
about the kingdom of God? 

 
 
 
 
7. In the parable of the farmer (vv. 26-29), Jesus compared the growth of the kingdom to a 

slow, at times invisible, growth of a seed. What is Jesus teaching us about the kingdom of 
God? Who or what is doing the growing in the parable? Look at your own life. Does this 
encourage you? Why or why not?  

 
 
 
 
8. In the parable of the mustard seed (vv. 30-34), something almost unnoticeably small 

becomes something undeniable great. The bush that came from a mustard seed was among 
the largest plants in the Near East at the time. What is Jesus teaching about the kingdom of 
God? How might our appreciation of this parable differ from those in countries where the 
gospel is believed by a persecuted minority.  

 
 
 
 


