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Victory over death 
_________________________ 

 

Mark 15:40-16:20 
 
 

Have you ever made a surprising discovery? Whether it was finding an 
object, understanding something new, getting to know something new 
about another person, or something else, how did that discovery affect you? 
Often, people change when their perspective changes. You climb a mountain 
or hop on a plane and see just how small your house is. You get on the 
hospital bed and the nurse wheels you into surgery and you realize how little 
control you have. We need the right perspective. The resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is the ultimate perspective-giver.  

 
 
1. Read Mark 15:40-16:8. What is significant about the people present for Jesus’ burial? 

What do verses 42-47 tell us about Joseph? 
 
 
 
 
2. Many skeptics through the years have claimed that Jesus didn’t actually die. How doe 

these verses confirm that he did? 
 
 
 
 
3. Middle eastern burials of this era took place in two stages. First, the body was 

wrapped up, covered in spices to offset the smell and then laid on a shelf in a cave. 
Second, a year or two later when the flesh had decomposed, the bones were 
gathered into a box called an ossuary and stored in the tomb, leaving room for the 
burial of another family member on the now empty shelf. In verses 1-3, what are the 
women expecting when they go to the tomb? 

 
 
 
 
4. How do they respond to what they see and hear in verses 4-8? 
 
 



 
5. Read verses 9-20. Mark’s original ending is likely missing. Two of the best 

manuscripts we have from the fourth century end with verse 8. The alternative 
endings in several other manuscripts may be later writings added by copyists who 
knew Mark’s final words were missing. If that’s true, what does this ending tell us 
about how early Christians saw the events of Easter and their significance? 

 
 
 
 
6. If you had been physically present to hear the words of Jesus commissioning you to 

make disciples, how would that impact your Christian walk today?  


