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Despised and Rejected 
_________________________ 

 

Mark 14:26-72 
 

 

Have you ever experienced a time when the strongest person you know; the person you 
depended on the most became the weakest? A child watches a parent suffer from an 
unexpected illness. A leader at work takes a new position at another company. A pastor 
suddenly loses faith or integrity in the eyes of the church. What do you do when the person 
you feel you need most leaves? In Mark 14, we see what the disciples did. In Mark 14, we see 
Christ at his best; his followers at their worst.  
 

Agonizing Alone (14:26-40) 
 
1. Read verses 26-31. Jesus quotes from the prophecy of Zechariah 13:7. Five hundred years 

before the ministry of Jesus, the Lord spoke through the prophet to say a day would come 
when God’s flock would reject the Good Shepherd, but the Lord would ultimately redeem 
them. What does Jesus predict the disciples will soon do in these verses? How do they 
respond and what part of Jesus’ prediction do they seem to overlook? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. Read verses 32-40. Three times Jesus prays to his Father for rescue, not from doing his will, 

but from the agonies of the cross. What can we learn about prayer if even Jesus received 
such a response from a heartfelt request. Consider John’s record of Jesus’ prayer in 
Gethsemane in chapter 17 of his gospel. What does this teach us about how we ought to 
respond to the revealed will of God? 
 
 
 
 



3. How would you describe Jesus’ emotional state in Gethsemane? If you could be transported 
back to that moment in Jesus ministry so that you could be there for him when the disciples 
weren’t, what would you say to him? What encouragement would you give? 

 
 
 
 
 

Tested and Tried (14:41-72) 
 

Betrayed by one follower. Forsaken by ten more. And now, publicly renounced by his 
closest friend. Jesus stands alone, defenseless before a Jewish court with their minds 
already made up. From this point forward, what Jesus has left to do he must do alone. No 
one else is qualified to give his life as a ransom for many. Only the Messiah can redeem 
the people. One man against the world in order to save it.  

 
4. Read verses 53-72. How does Mark contrast Peter and Jesus? (See verses 53-54,61-62, and 

66-71) List three of the pressures that influenced Peter to deny his relationship to Jesus. 
Which of the pressures you listed can you related to most? How are you like Peter? 

 
 
 
 
5. In verses 55-64, what are the charges leveled against Jesus? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. How does this text illustrate Mark 8:35 for us? “For whoever would save his life will lose it, 

but whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it.” 


