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Passover Preparation 
_________________________ 

 

Mark 14:1-25 
 

 

When is the last time you shared a meal with someone to mark a special occasion? What is 
it about meals that human beings tend to mark the occasions of our lives around them? 
Birthdays get cake. Thanksgiving holidays get big spreads with Turkey and all the fixin’s. 
Weddings. Funerals. Award ceremonies. Our shared lives are often accompanied by shared 
meals. In a way, they are a language unto themselves. The say something about who we are 
together and about what we think truly matters. Jesus shared such a meal with his disciples. 
For three years 12 men ate together. This evening meal, the Passover meal described in these 
verses, would be their last.  
 

Plotted Against and Anointed (14:1-11) 
 
1. Read Mark 14:1-11. Perhaps the most significant meal in the Old Testament was Passover. 

Every year (and still today) the Jewish people tell their story of the exodus from Egypt, 
leaving slavery to Pharaoh and coming through the wilderness to the Promised Land. 
Passover, in the midst of Roman occupation, is the setting Jesus chose for his final 
showdown with the temple and its hierarchy. Why isn’t Passover a good time for the Jewish 
authorities to arrest Jesus?  

 
 
 
 
 
2. While the chief priests and lawyers are plotting against Jesus, an unnamed woman (John 

12:1-8 identifies her as Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus) is anointing him with expensive 
oil. Compare the reaction of those who witness this act with that of Jesus. If you’d been in 
the house, knowing no more than the disciples knew at that moment, who would you have 
most identified with?  

 
 
 



A Death Defying/defining Meal (14:12-25) 
 

This Passover meal is going to explain, more deeply than words, what Jesus’ actions and 
passion really meant. More than explaining it, it will enable Jesus’ followers to make it their 
own; to draw spiritual life and strength from it; to be soul-nourished by the happenings at 
Calvary. This is a second-Passover pending meal. Jesus loved a good object lesson and he 
makes the most of this one, forever changing our conceptions of true bread and true wine.  

 
3. What preparations do the disciples make for the Passover meal? 
 
 
 
 
 
4. After sunset, the Passover meal began. Why does Jesus’ announcement in verses 17-21 so 

upset the disciples? How does this announcement affirm both God’s sovereignty and human 
responsibility? 

 
 
 
 
 
5. A recent investigation into Palestinian cuisine in Jesus' time sheds some light on what would 

have been on the table during the most important meal in history. The food would have 
been placed on low tables and the disciples ate sitting in reclining position on floor cushions 
and carpets in order of their importance to the host. The meal included beans stew, olives, 
bitter herbs, and fish sauce, unleavened bread, and wine. Based on the Gospel of Mark, the 
Last Supper took place on the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they sacrificed the 
Passover lamb. This means that the menu likely included lamb. In verses 22-25, how does 
Jesus give new meaning to two of the Passover elements? 

 
 
 
 
 
6. Read Luke 22:16-18, Isaiah 25:6-8, and Revelation 19:6-9. How does this meal help us make 

sense of Jesus’ death and his kingdom that will come? 
 


