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the Scribes and the Widow 
_________________________ 

 

Mark 12:28-44 

 
Big Picture: 

• Where are we in redemptive history? 
• Where are we in the life of Jesus? 

 
“The most Important Commandment of 

all” (12:28-34) 
In ancient times the scribes were merely officers whose duties included writing of various kinds, 
but after the deportation to Babylon they were organized by Ezra into a distinct body.  Scribes 
copied the Pentateuch carefully taking great care to count and compare every letter.  The scribes 
became natural interpreters of God’s law as well as copyist.  At the time of Christ, people had 
become increasingly dependent on the scribes for their knowledge of the scriptures.  (New 
Manners and Customs of The Bible-Freeman) Apparently, Rabbis engaged in regular debates about 
which commandments were “light” and which ones were “weighty”.  (ESV Study Bible).  So, it’s no 
surprise that this scribe wants Jesus to weigh in. 

 
1. How does the cultural information shed light on passages like Mark 1:22, 9;11? 

 
 

2. What has been the result of all of the questions and attempts to trap Jesus in His words so far 
up to this point in this chapter?   What makes this so astonishing?  How does this particular 
interaction differ from the other interactions we have seen so far in this chapter?   

 
 
 
 

3. What does Jesus the Son of God, sent from the Father, affirm as the most important 
commandment?  How is the second commandment related to the first?   

 
 



4. List some practical ways you could seek to obey these two commandments while depending on 
God’s grace and power this week.    
 

• “And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind and with all your strength.” (OT-Deut. 6:5) 

 
 

 
• “The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself” ( OT- Leviticus 19:18) 

 

 
 

Challenging their “Christ” concept  
(12:35-39) 

 
5. List some terms used throughout Mark’s Gospel that are synonymous for the expected Jewish 

Messiah?   
 
 
 
6. How could this question refine their Messiah concept?  List some scriptural truths just couldn’t 

“get” before you were believing.     
 
 
7. How does this passage inform Mark 10:46-52?  What is Bartimaeus saying?  

 

 
Assessment of the Scribes  and the 

Widow’s Offering (38-44) 
 

8. List some of the characteristics of the scribes that explain why Jesus warns the people to 
“beware” of them: 
 
 

9. See if you can identify a link between vs. 38-40 and 41-44?   
 
 

10. How can Jesus say that the poor widow put in more than all the others?   
 

 
*What is unique/astonishing/amazing about Jesus in these passages?    


