
Week 15 
 

God’s Ways Are Not Our Ways 
_________________________ 

 

Habakkuk 1-2 
 

 
 

Habakkuk is the odd duck of the prophetic books. It never directly addresses the people 
of Judah Habakkuk ministers to. Rather, the book consists of a three-chapter dialogue 
between the prophet and God. Habakkuk shares a struggle that many Christians through 
the ages have experienced: If God is loving and in control, why are the wicked so 
successful? Habakkuk knows what God is like—his character and his promises to his people 
are rock solid. But he struggles to see how God can use the wicked to accomplish his divine 
purposes. God’s ways are mysterious and, if Habakkuk’s prophecy is true, his people will 
suffer but “the righteous shall live by faith (Habakkuk 2:4). 

 

God’s Odd Answers to Prayer (1:1-2:1) 
 
1. The book of Habakkuk breaks down into two complaints found in 1:2-4 and 1:12-2:1. Each 

complaint is followed by God’s response. The book ends, in chapter 3, with Habakkuk’s heart-
changed prayer. In verses 2-4, the prophet cries to the Lord for help. Why does Habakkuk cry out to 
the Lord? What is his complaint? How is Habakkuk’s complaint like Job’s in Job 3:1-26? 

 
 
 
 
 
2. In verses 5-11, the Lord’s response to Habakkuk’s complaint is positive but completely unexpected. 

Why is the Lord’s response positive? Why is it completely unexpected? How is Jesus’ dying for our 
sins both positive yet completely unexpected (Rom 3:21-16)? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Verses 1:12-2:1 record Habakkuk’s second complaint. What is it? List the character traits of God 
Habakkuk mentions in these verses. Why does Habakkuk’s knowledge of God’s character make it 
harder to understand God’s plan to judge his people by empowering their Babylonian enemies?  

 



"The Righteous Shall Live By Faith” (2:2-20) 
 

Having learned of God’s plan to use the Babylonians to bring justice to Judah for their idolatry, 
their pagan political alliances, and their mistreatment of one another, Habakkuk struggles to 
understand God’s plan. How could God use a wicked nation to judge his own people who were 
certainly less wicked in the prophet’s eyes. God proves he will do right by his people, punishing 
the wicked while justifying the one who lives by faith (2:4). 

 
4. In 2:4, What does it mean for the righteous to “live by his faith”? (See also: Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 

10:38).  
 
 
 
 
 
5. In what do the wicked ultimately trust? 
 
 
 
 
 
6. According to verses 6, 9, 12, 15, and 19, list the reasons Babylon deserves its coming punishment. 

Apply one of these reasons to your own sinful actions. How did Jesus live righteously for you, doing 
the opposite of what you’ve done so that he could be your perfect sacrifice? 


