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C3CM Discipleship Conference Itinerary
Monday, May 16, 2016
7:00 am

Meet at Tibboel’s (carpool to or park at the house)

7:00 am to 7:30 am

Continental Breakfast
Load Luggage

7:30 am

Departure from Commerce (Tibboel’s)

7:30 am to 8:30 am

Starbucks at Sherman

8:30 am to 12 noon

Childress, Tx – Subway / Golden Chick; Gas

1:00 pm to 6:00 pm (7)

Clayton, NM – Si, Senor Tacos

7 (8)pm to 8:30 pm

Arrive at Cabin

9 pm -

Settle in; Make sleeping arrangements; Games; Hot Tub; Relax;
House Rules

Tuesday, May 17, 2016
7:30 am to 8:00 am

Continental Breakfast
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:

9:30 am to 10:00 am

What are you living for? (Chan); Is Christ Worth it? (Piper);
Assignment – Meditate and Pray; Journal about sins, insecurities, fears that keep you from
Biblical Discipleship;

10:00 am to 10:30 am

Prayer, Journaling, Personal Study;

10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Rest; Fellowship;

12:00 pm to 1:30 pm

Lunch

1:30 pm to 5:30 pm

Free Time
C3CM Discipleship – Myths of Discipleship

5:30 pm to 6:00 pm

9 Myths of Discipleship (The Village Church); Discipleship According to the Scriptures
(9Marks)

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Dinner
C3CM Discipleship – Biblical Discipleship

8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Disciple Making – Fruit of Being a Christian (Platt/Chan); Discipleship According to the
Scriptures (cont.)

9:00 pm to 9:30 pm

Worship and Fireside Fellowship

9:30 pm -

Nighttime Games; Nightly Devotions;

Wednesday, May 18, 2016
7:30 am to 8:00 am
9:30 am to 10:00 am

Continental Breakfast
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:
Don’t Be Deceived, Disciples Make Disciples (Platt/Chan); Jesus is Who You’re Looking For

(Piper); Assignment – Outline Matthew 28:16-20
10:00 am to 10:30 am

Prayer, Journaling, Personal Study;

10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Excursion

12:00 pm to 1:30 pm

Lunch

1:30 pm to 6:00 pm

Excursion

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Dinner

8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

C3CM Discipleship – Discipleship 101:
Discipling Quick Tips and How To's (Platt/Chan); Matthew 28:16-20 (discuss)

9:00 pm to 9:30 pm

Worship and Fireside Fellowship

9:30 pm -

Nighttime Games; Nightly Devotions;

Thursday, May 19, 2016
7:30 am to 8:00 am

Continental Breakfast
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:

9:30 am to 10:00 am

The Seriousness of the Command (Chan); Discipleship Doesn’t End With Evangelism
(Platt); What Makes Jesus Rejoice (Piper); Assignment – Study Luke 10:1-23; Meditate and
pray

10:00 am to 10:30 am

Prayer, Journaling, Personal Study;

10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Excursion

12:00 pm to 1:30 pm

Lunch

1:30 pm to 6:00 pm

Excursion

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Dinner

8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

C3CM Discipleship - DNA of Discipleship:
DNA of Discipleship – Discussion Time and Prayer; Quick Answers on Discipling (9Marks);

9:00 pm to 9:30 pm

Worship and Fireside Fellowship

9:30 pm -

Nighttime Games; Nightly Devotions;

Friday, May 20, 2016
7:30 am to 8:00 am

Continental Breakfast
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:

9:30 am to 10:00 am

Dealing with Pride in Disciple-Making (Platt/Chan); The Heart of a Disciple Maker?
(Platt/Chan); How to Hate Your Life (Piper);

10:00 am to 10:30 am

Prayer, Journaling, Personal Study;

10:30 am to 12:00 pm

Excursion

12:00 pm to 1:30 pm

Lunch

1:30 pm to 6:00 pm

Excursion

6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Dinner

8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

C3CM Discipleship – The Christology of Discipleship
Jesus Knows His Sheep (Piper); John 10:11-28; Discussion and prayer

9:00 pm to 9:30 pm

Worship and Fireside Fellowship

9:30 pm -

Nighttime Games; Nightly Devotions;

Saturday, May 21, 2016
6:00 am to 6:30 am

Continental Breakfast

6:00 am to 6:30 am

Cabin Cleanup

7:00 am

Depart Colorado

6:30 pm

Arrive in Commerce

AM Tuesday, May 17, 2016
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:
What are you living for? (Chan); Is Christ Worth it? (Piper);

9:30 am to 10:00 am

Assignment – Meditate and Pray; Journal about sins, insecurities, fears that keep you from
Biblical Discipleship;

What are you living for? (Chan: Video) 1
1a) Philippians 3:12-17;

1 Corinthians 4:1, 14-16

Straining Toward the Goal
12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ
Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise,
God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained. 17 Brothers, join in imitating me,
and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. (Phil 3:12-17)
1 This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God…14 I do not write
these things to make you ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 15 For though you have countless
guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 16 I
urge you, then, be imitators of me. (1 Cor 4:1, 14-16)
The Rope Illustration
-

-

Time on Earth – Eternity somewhere else
“I can’t wait till…”
“Enjoy this or that…”
“If I can just get past this…”
“Want to be as comfortable as possible…”
You get one chance at this part of life

1b) Luke 14:26-27
The Cost of Discipleship
25 Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not
hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he
cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. (Luke
14:26-27)
-

Matthew Henry – 17th Century British Author, Theologian, Pastor: “Satan shows the best, but hides the
worst, because his best will not [counterbalance] his worst; but Christ’s will abundantly”.

Romans 8:18
Future Glory
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be
revealed to us. (Rom 8:18)
2 Corinthians 4:17
17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison (2 Cor
4:17)
1Francis Chan. (2010, April 1). What are you living for? Retrieved from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=86dsfBbZfWs

DEVOTIONAL

Is Christ Worth It?
2

John Piper

“If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and
sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple.” (Luke 14:26–27)
Jesus is unashamed and unafraid of telling us up front the “worst” — the painful cost of being a Christian: hating
family (verse 26), carrying a cross (verse 27), renouncing possessions (verse 33). There is no small print in the
covenant of grace. It is all big, and bold. No cheap grace! Very costly! Come, and be my disciple.
But Satan hides his worst and shows only his best. All that really matters in the deal with Satan is in small print
on the back page.
On the front page in big, bold letters are the words, “You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4), and “All these I will
give you, if you will fall down and worship me” (Matthew 4:9). But on the back page in small print — so small
you can only read it with the magnifying glass of the Bible — it says: “And after the fleeting pleasures, you will
suffer with me forever in hell.”
Why is Jesus willing to show us his “worst” as well as his best, while Satan will only show us his best? Matthew
Henry answers, “Satan shows the best, but hides the worst, because his best will not [counterbalance] his worst;
but Christ’s will abundantly.”
The call of Jesus is not just a call to suffering and self-denial; it is first a call to a banquet. This is the point of the
parable in Luke 14:16–24. Jesus also promises a glorious resurrection where all the losses of this life will be repaid
(Luke 14:14). He also tells us that he will help us endure the hardships (Luke 22:32). He also tells us our Father
will give us the Holy Spirit (Luke 11:13). He promises that even if we are killed for the kingdom, “not a hair of your
head will perish” (Luke 21:18).
Which means that when we sit down to calculate the cost of following Jesus — when we weigh the “worst” and
the “best” — he is worth it. Abundantly worth it (Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 4:17).
Not so with Satan. Stolen bread is sweet, but afterward the mouth is full of gravel (see Proverbs 20:17).

Student Assignment: Go pray, journal, challenge yourself – What comforts am I holding onto that’s keeping
me from reckless abandon toward discipleship?
Re-Read through Luke 14:25-33; Romans 8:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:17 – meditate on these passages

2

Solid Joys Desiring God. Is Christ Worth It. Retrieved from http://solidjoys.desiringgod.org/en/devotionals/is-christ-worth-it

PM Tuesday, May 17, 2016
5:30 pm to 6:00 pm

C3CM Discipleship – Myths of Discipleship
9 Myths of Discipleship (The Village Church); Discipleship According to the Scriptures

Time of Confession – from your morning devotional time:
- What comforts am I holding onto that’s keeping me from reckless abandon toward discipleship?
- Share what the Spirit taught you from your reading.

9 Myths of Discipleship3
We’re called to be disciples and make disciples, but this call often feels overwhelming.

However, discipleship doesn’t have to feel this way. Our tendency is to overcomplicate it and think of it as
something it’s not.

Here are nine common myths we believe about discipleship:

1. I can’t disciple someone because I’m not “godly” enough.
Though some people are at a place where they should not be discipling others, most people sell themselves short.
You don’t have to have a Ph.D in theology to meet with other believers and grow them in their love for the Lord.
Even the average Christian knows enough to pray with people, confess sin, worship the Lord through song and
read the Bible. Jesus’ command to make disciples is not just meant for the pastoral elite.
2. I can’t be discipled by someone unless they are far godlier than me.
I’ve met many people who are waiting for a Yoda or Gandalf figure to come in and radically change their life.
Unfortunately, that is not usually how it works. It is okay to learn from those who are imperfect because nobody
is perfect. Don’t ask someone who is less spiritually mature than you to disciple you, but also don’t wait to be
discipled until the apostle Paul comes around. Seek out a mentor now.
3. Only older people can disciple younger people.
Most older people don’t want to learn from someone younger, but it is not wrong for the discipler to be younger.
Paul even tells Timothy to make sure people don’t look down on him because of his young age. You should also
feel free to disciple people around your same age. Spiritual maturity matters more than age.
4. I can’t have a “co-discipling” relationship.
One person doesn’t have to be the “disciple” and the other the “disciple maker.” You can both disciple each
other. This is what the Bible means when it talks about “iron sharpening iron.” If you know several people who
are not “above” or “below” you in spiritual maturity, co-disciple each other.
5. I have to get all my discipleship from one place.
3

The Village Church. (2013, October 24). 9 Myths of Discipleship [Blog Post]. Retrieved from http://www.thevillagechurch.net/the-village-blog/9-myths-of-discipleship/

You need to get your discipleship from several places. One person is not going to provide all your spiritual
growth. In addition to having a mentor, you will also need to read books, listen to sermons, attend worship
services, serve at your church, take classes, etc. Discipleship is a holistic exercise that involves more than one
venue.
6. I can’t disciple others while I’m being discipled.
The opposite is true. We should always be being discipled and discipling others at the same time. We are always
in the “middle” with people “above” and “below” us.
7. I can’t disciple others because I still struggle with sin.
Welcome to the club. If we couldn’t disciple others until all our sins were conquered, then we would never
disciple anyone! True, there are certain deeper sins that disqualify someone to disciple for a time, but everyone
struggles with sin as long as they are alive. Disciple others and be transparent with them about your ongoing
battles.
8. I have to spend an equal amount of time with everyone I disciple.
This is not true. Jesus spends more time with Peter, James and John than with the other nine disciples. You
provide general care for everyone, but you will only have the time to go deep with a few. Choose people who care
about being discipled and spend most of your time with them.
9. I have to spend all my time on the person I don’t want to disciple.
There are times when we should just force ourselves to love, serve and disciple someone with whom we don’t
really “click.” Jesus set our example for this by going to those whom nobody else loved. However, this does not
mean it is wrong to disciple people you actually like—people with whom you actually want to hang out. Do both.
Love friends and love the unlovable. That’s what Jesus did.
Now that we’ve debunked these myths, I pray that we would move forward and live out our call to be disciples
and make disciples

My earliest memories of my Dad – Examples of Discipleship
Outline of Discipleship:
1) Disciples Follow Jesus
2) Disciples Imitate and Replicate Jesus
3) Disciples Help Others Follow Jesus
4) Disciples Intentionally Build Relationships
5) Disciples Depend on Grace

PM Tuesday, May 17, 2016
C3CM Discipleship – Biblical Discipleship
8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Disciple Making – Fruit of Being a Christian (Platt/Chan); Discipleship According to the
Scriptures (cont.)

Disciple Making – Fruit of Being a Christian (Platt/Chan: Video)4
-

Morning Gatherings
What is it the Church should look like?
A confidence that these are Disciples!
Holy Spirit – a marked difference; a life change
Jesus Follow Me – good excuses (Mark)
To call people to make Disciples who are not disciples is pretty much a dead end!
Workplace Discipleship
Intentionally bringing people to homes to make disciples

Discipleship According to the Scriptures (9Marks)5
Are you a disciple that makes disciples?
DISCIPLES FOLLOW JESUS
When we encounter Jesus, we meet a man who calls us to come and die (Mk. 8:34-35). And he calls us to follow
him and learn from him (Mt. 4:19, 11:29). It doesn’t matter whether we’re smart or stupid, rich or poor, young or
old, Asian, African, or American. The only requirement is that we repent of rebelling against our Creator and
cling to him through faith (Mk. 1:15; 1 Thess. 1:9). If we do this, we’re promised forgiveness of our sins and
reconciliation to God (Col. 1:13-14; 2 Cor. 5:17-21). Jesus calls us to come and die so that we might live.
Those who follow Jesus by faith are known as his disciples. Some suggest that disciples are the “super Christians”
who are gettin’ it done for Jesus, while Christians are just “normal believers.” Scripture, however, offers no
support for this distinction. (See, for example, Mt. 10:38, 16:24-28; Mk. 8:34; Lk. 9:23, 57-62; Jn. 10:27, 12:25-26).
We are either following Jesus or we aren’t; there is no middle ground (Mt. 12:30).
DISCIPLES IMITATE AND REPLICATE JESUS
At the heart of following Jesus is Jesus’ call to imitate him and replicate him. As disciples, we are called to imitate
Jesus’ love (Jn. 13:34), his mission (Mt. 4:19), his humility (Phil. 2:5), his service (Jn. 13:14), his suffering (1 Pt. 2:21)
and his obedience to the Father (1 Jn. 2:3-6). Since he is our teacher, we are to learn from him and strive in the
power of the Holy Spirit to become like him (Lk. 6:40). This growth in Christ-likeness is a lifelong endeavor that
is fueled by the hopeful expectation that one day we will see him face to face (1 Jn. 3:2-3).
DISCIPLES HELP OTHERS FOLLOW JESUS
As we follow our Lord, we quickly learn that part of imitation is replication. Having a personal relationship with
Jesus is magnificent, but it is incomplete if it ends with us. Part of being his follower is to intentionally help
others learn from him and become more like him. As a friend of mine says, “If you aren’t helping other people
follow Jesus, I don’t know what you mean when you say you’re following Jesus.” To be his follower is to help
others follow him.
4
5

Multiply. (2012, July 3). Disciple Making: Fruit of Being a Christian. Retrieved from https://www.multiplymovement.com/Vision/244
9Marks. (2012, Aug 27). Discipleship According to the Scriptures. Retrieved from https://9marks.org/article/journaldiscipleship-according-scriptures/

Being a disciple that makes disciples happens in two particular ways. First, we’re called to evangelize. Evangelism
is telling people who don’t follow Jesus what it means to follow him. We do this by proclaiming and portraying
the gospel in our neighborhood and among the nations (Mt. 28:19-20). We must never forget that God has placed
us in the families, workplaces, and circles of friends that we are in so that we can proclaim the gospel of grace to
those who are destined to hell apart from Christ. We must help people learn how to begin to follow Jesus.
The second aspect of making disciples is helping other believers grow in Christ-likeness. Jesus has designed his
church to be a body (1 Cor. 12), a kingdom of citizens and a family who actively build each other up into the
fullness of Christ (Eph. 2:19; 4:13, 29). We are called to instruct each other about Christ (Rom. 15:14) and to
imitate others who are following Christ (1 Cor. 4:16, 11:1; 2 Thess. 3:7, 9). As disciples, we are to intentionally pour
into other disciples so they can pour into still others (2 Tim. 2:1-2).
DISCIPLES INTENTIONALLY BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
Discipleship does not just happen. We need to be intentional about cultivating deep, honest relationships in
which we do spiritual good to other Christians. While we can have discipleship relationships anywhere, the most
natural place for them to develop is in the community of the local church. In the church Christians are
commanded to meet together regularly, spur each other on in Christ-likeness, and protect each other against sin
(Heb. 3:12-13; 10:24-25).
The discipleship relationships that spring out of this type of committed community should be both structured
and spontaneous. When we study the life of Jesus, we see that he formally taught his disciples (Mt. 5-7; Mk. 10:1)
while also allowing them to observe his obedience to God as they lived life together (Jn 4:27; Lk. 22:39-56).
In the same way, some of our discipleship relationships should be structured. Maybe two friends decide to read a
chapter from the Gospel of John and then discuss it over coffee or a workout at the gym. Maybe two businessmen
read a chapter each week from a Christian book and then talk about it on a Saturday walk through the
neighborhood with their kids. Maybe two couples do a date night together once a month and talk about what the
Bible says about marriage. Maybe a godly older lady has a younger single woman over to her home on Tuesday
afternoon to pray and study a Christian biography. Maybe a mom spends time at the park with other moms each
week. Regardless of the format, some of our discipleship should involve scheduled times of reading, praying,
confessing, encouraging, and challenging each other to become more like Christ.
Discipleship can also be spontaneous. Maybe friends go to a movie together and then grab ice cream afterwards
to compare the movie’s message to what the Bible says. Maybe a father and a son sit on the porch and reflect on
God’s glory being displayed in a sunset. Maybe you invite visitors from church over for lunch and ask everyone
how they came to know Jesus.
We always need to be intentional, but we don’t always need to be structured. In fact, Deuteronomy 6 shows us
that discipleship happens “when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down,
and when you rise” (v. 7). Every moment presents an opportunity to discuss who God is and what he’s doing.
Since we are always following Jesus, we always have the opportunity to help others follow him as well.
DISCIPLES DEPEND UPON GRACE
While it is true that a disciple of Jesus ought to help others follow Jesus, we must always remember that apart
from the sustaining and empowering grace of God we can do nothing (Jn. 15:5). Whether you’re a pastor, a
plumber, a policeman, or a stay at home parent, you never graduate from your need for God’s grace.
As we follow Christ and help others follow him, we’re constantly made aware that we need grace. We fail. We
sin. We struggle. But thankfully, God’s grace abounds to his children. This is good news as we seek to follow
Jesus together and daily be transformed into his glorious image (2 Cor. 3:18). May we faithfully follow Christ and
help others to do the same until we see his face. Come soon, Lord Jesus!

AM Wednesday, May 18, 2016
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:
9:30 am to 10:00 am

Don’t Be Deceived, Disciples Make Disciples (Platt/Chan); Jesus is Who You’re Looking For
(Piper); Assignment – Outline Matthew 28:16-20

Don’t Be Deceived, Disciples Make Disciples (Platt/Chan: Video)6
-

Don’t dilute salvation
Slow walk it to see a heart change
Don’t rubber stamp – George Whitefield – paraphrased: “How many were saved that day? We’ll see in the
next 6 months”; Such a different culture in today’s “count the #s”.
As the heart change occurs – a desire for obedience will come.
Assessing – remorse that leads to repentance.
Discipleship fundamentally – to create life; If reproduction is not happening, something is WRONG.
If we’re not making Disciples – are we really a Disciple ourselves?
I must be about the purpose of making Disciples – because the Spirit in me compels me to obey!
You say “this” and “that”, but…..just like big commitments such as “I’m going to get in shape.” “I’m going to
diet.” “I’m going to stop “this” or “that”.” God knows this heart too well.
James – Be hearers and doers
We make Satan happy because in some gatherings we deceive ourselves by our own lying to ourselves.
Emotive responses to a message, but no heart change
Conviction for a season, but no real commitment; What are we clinging onto?

DEVOTIONAL

Jesus Is Who You’re Looking For
7

John Piper

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18–20)
The last chapter of Matthew is a window that opens onto the sunrise glory of the risen Christ. Through it you can
see at least three massive peaks in the mountain range of Christ's character: the peak of his power; the peak of
his kindness; and the peak of his purposefulness.
And we all know in our hearts that if the risen Christ is going to satisfy our desire to admire greatness, that is the
way he has to be.
People who are too weak to accomplish their purposes can't satisfy our desire to admire greatness. We admire
people even less who have no purpose in life. And still less those whose purposes are merely selfish and unkind.
What we long to see and know is a Person whose power is unlimited, whose kindness is tender, and whose
purpose is single and unflinching.
Novelists and poets and movie-makers and TV writers now and then create a shadow of this Person. But they can
no more fill our longing to worship than this month's National Geographic can satisfy my longing for the Grand
Canyon.
6
7

Multiply. (2012, July 3). Don’t Be Deceived, Disciples Make Disciples. Retrieved from https://www.multiplymovement.com/Vision/243
Solid Joys Desiring God. Jesus is Who You’re Looking For. Retrieved from http://solidjoys.desiringgod.org/en/devotionals/jesus-is-who-you-re-looking-for

We must have the real thing. We must see the Original of all power and kindness and purposefulness. We must
see and worship the risen Christ.

Student Assignment: One aspect of Discipleship is teaching others HOW to study God’s Word. As practice, go
read, mediate on, then outline/circle/underline/arc/identify the key verbs, nouns, pronouns, and main points of
the Great Commission: Matthew 28:16-20. The goal here is to eventually be a Disciple maker and teach others
these techniques. Tonight, we’ll share what we learned and what the text revealed to each of us.
Example:

PM Wednesday, May 18, 2016
8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

C3CM Discipleship – Discipleship 101:
Discipling Quick Tips and How To's (Platt/Chan); Matthew 28:16-20 (discuss)

Discipling Quick Tips and How To’s (Platt/Chan: Video)8
-

Study the Bible:
- What’s this passage saying?
- What do I do about it?

-

Structure of Discipleship:
- Talk about your lives
- Prayer needs
- Encourage
- Rebuke
- Accountability

-

How to Identify who to disciple:
- “God, who have you put around me?”
 Can I bring them to Christ (evangelize)?
 Can I grow them in Christ (sanctification; maturation)?
- Relational Discipleship

-

How can you really make the most of your time in prayer with someone:
- Person to person

-

What about the courage to evangelize:
- Look outward
- Acts 4 – Pray for boldness/intentionality
- Remind oneself of the gospel; Eternity is at stake; It’s worth it
- Matthew 28 – My presence will be with you; No greater helper or authority than that which comes
from God.
- Have brothers praying for you – this is huge in Discipleship
- Know God’s Helper is with you and His presence is enough

Matthew 28:16-20
Discipleship Includes
1) Direction (Matt 28:16 – Jesus directed them to the mountain)
2) Action (Matt 28:19 – “Go”, “Make”, “Baptize”, “Teach”, and “Observe”)
3) Observation (Matt 28:20 – Observe all things)
4) Obedience (Matt 28:20 – I have commanded you)
5) Imitation (Matt 28:20 – I  you  them)

8

Multiply. (2012, October 13). Discipling Quick Tips and How To’s.. Retrieved from https://vimeo.com/51369527

AM Thursday, May 19, 2016
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:
9:30 am to 10:00 am

The Seriousness of the Command (Chan); Discipleship Doesn’t End With Evangelism
(Platt); What Makes Jesus Rejoice (Piper); Assignment – Study Luke 10:1-23; Meditate and
pray

The Seriousness of the Command (Chan: Video)9
-

Neglect a command – Go do this Matt 28
It’s a big deal to not make disciples
So hard!! (The Rich Young Ruler)
Jesus makes a way – Salvation is yours!

Discipleship Doesn’t End With Evangelism (Platt: Video)10
-

Making Disciples starts with Evangelism
Not a “check the box” endeavor
Lead the person to follow and make followers to make more followers
Imitate me!

DEVOTIONAL

What Makes Jesus Rejoice
11

John Piper

In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that you
have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; yes, Father, for such
was your gracious will.” (Luke 10:21)
This verse is one of the only two places in the Gospels where Jesus is said to rejoice. The seventy disciples have
just returned from their preaching tours and reported their success to Jesus.
Luke writes in verse 21: “In that same hour [Jesus] rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I thank you, Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to
little children; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.”
Notice that all three members of the Trinity are rejoicing here: Jesus is rejoicing; but it says he is rejoicing in the
Holy Spirit. I take that to mean that the Holy Spirit is filling him and moving him to rejoice. Then at the end of
the verse it describes the pleasure of God the Father. The NIV translates it: “Yes, Father, for this was your good
pleasure.”
Now what is it that has the whole Trinity rejoicing together in this place? It is the free electing love of God to
hide things from the intellectual elite and to reveal them to babes. “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, that you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little children.”

9

Multiply. (2013, July 13). The Seriousness of the Command with the Joy of Zaachaeus. Retrieved from https://multiplymovement.wordpress.com/2013/07/02/the-seriousness-of-the-command-with-the-joy-ofzaachaeus/
10
Multiply. (2012, Nov 6). Discipleship Doesn’t End With Evangelism. Retrieved from https://multiplymovement.wordpress.com/2012/11/06/discipleship-doesnt-end-with-evangelism/
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Solid Joys Desiring God. What Makes Jesus Rejoice. Retrieved from http://solidjoys.desiringgod.org/en/devotionals/what-makes-jesus-rejoice

And what is it that the Father hides from some and reveals to others? Luke 10:22 gives the answer: “No one
knows who the Son is except the Father.” So what God the Father must reveal is the true spiritual identity of the
Son.
When the seventy disciples return from their evangelistic mission and give their report to Jesus, he and the Holy
Spirit rejoice that God the Father has chosen, according to his own good pleasure, to reveal the Son to babes and
to hide him from the wise.
The point of this is not that there are only certain classes of people who are chosen by God. The point is that God
is free to choose the least likely candidates for his grace.
God contradicts what human merit might dictate. He hides from the wise and reveals to the most helpless and
unaccomplished.
When Jesus sees the Father freely enlightening and saving people whose only hope is free grace, he exults in the
Holy Spirit and takes pleasure in his Father’s election.

Student Assignment: Study Luke 10:1-23 in preparation for tonight’s study. Meditate and pray on these
passages. Remember what David Platt taught – What is this passage saying? What am I going to do about it?

PM Thursday, May 19, 2016
8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

C3CM Discipleship - DNA of Discipleship:
DNA of Discipleship – Discussion Time and Prayer; Quick Answers on Discipling (9Marks);

Discuss Luke 10:1-23
-

Jesus rejoices in the Spirit at the return and report of His disciples’ obedience in Discipleship.

Quick Answers on Discipling (9Marks)12
IN PRINCIPLE, HOW DOES DISCIPLING WORK?
• Discipling works most essentially through instruction and imitation. Discipling works best through love. As we
lovingly instruct younger believers in the way of godliness and live commendable lives, they grow in
Christlikeness by imitating our life and doctrine (see 1 Tim. 4:16).
• Instruction: The Bible calls pastors and parents to instruct those given to their charge (Proverbs; Gal. 6:6; Eph.
6:4; 1 Thess. 4:8; 1 Tim. 1:18, 6:3; 2 Tim. 2:25; 4:2). It also calls all believers to instruct one another (Rom. 15:14).
• Imitation: Christians are imitators, first of God, then of each other. We grow in God’s grace by listening and
imitating. Consider the following passages:
-

“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1);
“Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way
of life, and imitate their faith” (Heb. 13:7);
“What you have learned and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God
of peace will be with you” (Phil. 4:9);
“You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my
love, my steadfastness, my persecutions and sufferings” (2 Tim. 3:10);
“Beloved, do not imitate evil, but imitate good” (3 John 11).

• Love: People will imitate your life even when you don’t love them. But a leader who leads with love presents the
best picture of Christ, and people will follow you best when you love them.
• Friendship: In a sense, discipling is simply friendship, but friendship with a Christ-ward direction. What do
friends do? They imitate one another. In discipling, we befriend others to grow in Christlikeness and to help
them grow in Christlikeness.
• How to be a disciple? (i) Listen and watch how older Christians work, rest, raise a family, deal with conflict,
evangelize their neighbors, persevere through trials, serve in the church, or fight against sin. (ii) Imitate them!

12 9Marks.(2012 September to October). 9Marks Jounal: Discipling in the Church. Retrieved from https://9marks.org/journal/discipleship-church/

IN PRACTICE, HOW CAN I DISCIPLE OTHER CHRISTIANS?
1. Join a church.
2. Arrive early at church gatherings and stay late.
3. Practice hospitality with members of your church.
4. Ask God for strategic friendships.
5. If possible, include a line-item in your family or pastoral budget for weekly time with fellow Christians. Discuss
this matter with your spouse. If possible, provide such a budget line for your spouse as well.
6. Schedule regular breakfasts, lunches, or some other culturally-acceptable social engagement with teachable
individuals (of the same sex). Depending on the person, you may decide to meet once, indefinitely, or for a set
number of times (say, five). If you and the individual share a pastime, look for ways to share that pastime
together.
7. Ask them about themselves. Ask them about their parents, spouse, children, testimony, job, walk with Christ,
and so on. In asking questions, however, do so in a manner that’s appropriate for your cultural context (don’t
scare them!).
8. Share about yourself.
9. Look for ways to have spiritual conversations. Maybe decide to read the Bible or some other Christian
literature together.
10. Consider their physical or material needs. Would they benefit from your help?
11. Pray with them.
12. Depending on your home situation, invite the person to drop by your house or spend time with your family.
Let them watch you live life.
13. Look for ways to pray for the person throughout the week by yourself and/or with your spouse.
SHOULD CHURCHES PRIMARILY VIEW DISCIPLING AS A “PROGRAM” OR A “LIFESTYLE”?
1. Church should not primarily view discipling as special event or a flashy program. Discipling is not something
that’s occasional or out of the ordinary, something that can be sealed off from the rest of our Christian lives. To
be a Christian is to be a disciple of Christ. And being a disciple of Christ means
(i) looking to others for help in being like Christ (to be a disciple);
(ii) looking to help others be like Christ (to disciple).
2. Therefore, churches should view discipling as a lifestyle. It should constitute an ordinary part of being a
Christian and a church member. It’s what a follower of Christ does.
3. This means that churches may or may not use programs to promote discipling. But they definitely want
promote a culture of discipling. It should be normal for younger Christians to discuss spiritual matters over
meals with older Christians. It should be normal for younger Christians to spend time in older Christians’ homes
to see them apply their faith to every area of life, down to how they put their kids to bed. By God’s grace, a
church that fosters a culture of discipling will be full of members who look more and more like the Lord Jesus (1
Cor. 11:1).

AM Friday, May 20, 2016
C3CM Discipleship Daily Devotions:
9:30 am to 10:00 am

Dealing with Pride in Disciple-Making (Platt/Chan); The Heart of a Disciple Maker?
(Platt/Chan); How to Hate Your Life (Piper);

Dealing with Pride in Disciple-Making (Platt/Chan: Video)13
“I don’t know if I can do this” – That’s pride
I can’t do this – I trust God to do it; That’s humility
Guard yourself – the expectation is that God will do a good work. He will be faithful. When that
exponential growth happens because of Discipleship– WATCH OUT! Guard your pride.

-

The Heart of a Disciple Maker (Platt/Chan: Video)14
The essence of Discipleship is Love
It’s not a checklist. It’s sharing life.
You are laying down your life for others (John 15:13)
Don’t be so task oriented that you lose focus of the Mission

-

DEVOTIONAL

How to Hate Your Life
15

John Piper

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it
bears much fruit. Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal
life.” (John 12:24–25)
“Whoever hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life.” What does that mean?
It means, at least, that you don’t take much thought for your life in this world. In other words, it just doesn’t
matter much what happens to your life in this world.
If men speak well of you, it doesn’t matter much.
If they hate you, it doesn’t matter much.
If you have a lot of things, it doesn’t matter much.
If you have little, it doesn’t matter much.
If you are persecuted or lied about, it doesn’t matter much.
If you are famous or unheard of, it doesn’t matter much.
If you are dead, these things just don’t matter much.
But it’s even more radical. There are some choices to be made here, not just passive experiences. Jesus goes on to
say, “If anyone serves me, he must follow me” (John 12:26). Where to? He is moving into Gethsemane and toward
the cross.
Jesus is not just saying: If things go bad, don’t fret, since you are dead anyway. He is saying:Choose to die with
me. Choose to hate your life in this world the way I have chosen the cross.
13
14
15

Multiply. (2013, July 30). Dealing With Pride in Disciple-Making. Retrieved from https://multiplymovement.wordpress.com/2013/07/30/dealing-with-pride-in-disciple-making/
Multiply. (2013, Feb 21). The Heart of a Disciple Maker. Retrieved from https://multiplymovement.wordpress.com/tag/the-heart-of-a-disciple-maker/
Solid Joys Desiring God. How to Hate Your Life. Retrieved from http://solidjoys.desiringgod.org/en/devotionals/how-to-hate-your-life

This is what Jesus meant when he said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24). He calls us to choose the cross. People only did one thing on a cross. They
died on it. “Take up your cross,” means, “Like a grain of wheat, fall into the ground and die.” Choose it.
But why? For the sake of radical commitment to ministry: “I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to
myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel
of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). I think I hear Paul saying, “It doesn’t matter what happens to me — if I can just
live to the glory of his grace.”

Student Assignment: Read and meditate on John 12:24–25; Pray; Journal; Soak in the views of the mountains.

PM Friday, May 20, 2016
8:00 pm to 9:00 pm

C3CM Discipleship – The Christology of Discipleship
Jesus Knows His Sheep (Piper); John 10:11-28; Discussion and prayer

DEVOTIONAL

Jesus Knows His Sheep
16

John Piper

“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them.” (John 10:27)
Jesus knows those who are his. What is this knowledge?
John 10:3 is a close parallel to verse 27. It says, “The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out.”
So when Jesus says, “I know them,” this means at least that he knows them by name; that is, he knows them
individually and intimately. They are not anonymous, lost in the flock.
Verses 14–15 provide another insight: “I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the
Father knows me and I know the Father.”
There is a real similarity between the way Jesus knows his Father in heaven and the way he knows his sheep.
Jesus sees himself in the Father, and he sees himself in his disciples.
To some degree Jesus recognizes his own character in his disciples. He sees his own brand mark on the sheep.
16

Solid Joys Desiring God. Jesus Knows His Sheep. Retrieved from http://solidjoys.desiringgod.org/en/devotionals/jesus-knows-his-sheep

He is like a husband waiting for his wife at the airport, watching as each person disembarks from the plane.
When she appears, he knows her, he recognizes her features, he delights in her, she is the only one he embraces.
The apostle Paul puts it like this: “God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are
his’” (2 Timothy 2:19).
It is hard to overemphasize what a tremendous privilege it is to be known personally, intimately, lovingly by the
Son of God. It is a precious gift to all his sheep, and it contains within it the promise of eternal life.

John 10:11-28
11

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down
my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority
to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father.”
19

There was again a division among the Jews because of these words.20 Many of them said, “He has a demon, and is
insane; why listen to him?” 21 Others said, “These are not the words of one who is oppressed by a demon. Can a
demon open the eyes of the blind?”
I and the Father Are One
22

At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was walking in the
temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep
us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly.”25 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The
works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not among my
sheep. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand.
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Discipleship: What We Mean When We Say Discipleship (Handout from Empower Conference 2016) (2016,
February 29).
The Demands of Discipleship. BibleGateway - Luke Commentary. (2016, April 24). Retrieved from
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