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Prelude 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements              Pastor Michael Brown 
 
 
Advent Reading                    Isaiah 9:6-7 

Chris & Joyce Goppert 
 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be 
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 
 
 

Invocation                   Pastor Andy Pickens 
 
 
Song of Praise                 “Oh Come All Ye Faithful” 

Oakeley | Wade 

 
 
Verse 1 
O come all ye faithful 
Joyful and triumphant 
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him 
Born the King of angels 
 
Chorus 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him 
Christ the Lord 
 

Verse 2 
Sing choirs of angels 
Sing in exultation 
O sing all ye bright 
Hosts of heav'n above 
Glory to God all 
Glory in the highest 
 
Verse 3 
Yea Lord we greet Thee 
Born this happy morning 
Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n 
Word of the Father 
Now in flesh appearing 

 
 

 
Confession of Sin               James 4:17 
 
So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 
 



Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Father, we confess there are many times when we fail to do what is right in your eyes. We satisfy ourselves with 
avoiding sin, and neglect doing the harder things that righteousness requires. O Lord, how desperately we need 
righteousness which is not in us – and how much more we find it in Jesus Christ. Forgive us for his sake, and change 
our hearts that we would delight more and more in doing all you call us to do, so that Christ would be glorified in us.  
In Jesus’ name – Amen. 
 

 
Assurance of Pardon                Romans 5:1 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Song of Praise          “Christ Our Hope In Life And Death” 

 Kauflin | Getty | Boswell | Papa | Merker 

 
Verse 1 
What is our hope in life and death 
Christ alone Christ alone 
What is our only confidence 
That our souls to Him belong 
Who holds our days within His hand 
What comes apart from His command 
And what will keep us to the end 
The love of Christ in which we stand 
 
Chorus 
O sing hallelujah 
Our hope springs eternal 
O sing hallelujah 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death 
 

Verse 2 
What truth can calm the troubled soul 
God is good God is good 
Where is His grace and goodness known 
In our great Redeemer's blood 
Who holds our faith when fears arise 
Who stands above the stormy trial 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
Unto the shore the rock of Christ 
 
Verse 3 
Unto the grave what will we sing 
Christ He lives Christ He lives 
And what reward will heaven bring 
Everlasting life with Him 
There we will rise to meet the Lord 
Then sin and death will be destroyed 
And we will feast in endless joy 
When Christ is ours forevermore 

 

 
Song of Praise           “Go Tell It On The Mountain” 

 Work Jr. 

 
Chorus 
Go tell it on the mountain 
Over the hills and ev'rywhere 
Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born 
 
Verse 1 
While shepherds kept their watching 
O'er silent flocks by night 
Behold throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light 

Verse 2 
The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed the Savior's birth 
 
Verse 3 
Down in a lowly manger 
The humble Christ was born 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessed Christmas morn 



Pastoral Prayer               Pastor Michael Brown 
 
 

Sermon               Genesis 38 
Judah and Tamar, A Story From Depravity to the Ancestry of Jesus 

Pastor Michael Brown 
 

 
Congregational Song              “Thy Mercy My God” 

Stocker | McCracken 

 

Verse 1 
Thy mercy my God is the theme of my song 
The joy of my heart and the boast of my tongue 
Thy free grace alone from the first to the last 
Hath won my affections and bound my soul fast 
 
 

Communion 

 
 
 

Congregational Song              “Thy Mercy My God” 
Stocker | McCracken 

 
 
 
Verse 2 
Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here 
Sin would reduce me to utter despair 
But through Thy free goodness my spirits revive 
And He that first made me still keeps me alive 
 
Verse 3 
Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart 
Dissolved by Thy goodness I fall to the ground 
And weep for the praise of the mercy I found 
 
 

Verse 4 
Great Father of mercies Thy goodness I own 
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son 
All praise to the Spirit whose whisper divine 
Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine 
All praise to the Spirit whose whisper divine 
Seals mercy and pardon and righteousness mine 
 

 

 

 
Benediction 

 

 

 

 



SERMON NOTES 
Genesis 38 

“Judah and Tamar, A Story From Depravity to the Ancestry of Jesus” 

Gen. 38:1-30 At that time, Judah left his brothers and went down to stay with a man of Adullam 
named Hirah. 2 There Judah met the daughter of a Canaanite man named Shua. He married her and 
lay with her; 3 she became pregnant and gave birth to a son, who was named Er. 4 She conceived 
again and gave birth to a son and named him Onan. 5 She gave birth to still another son and named 
him Shelah. It was at Kezib that she gave birth to him. 6 Judah got a wife for Er, his firstborn, and 
her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so the Lord put 
him to death.  8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Lie with your brother’s wife and fulfill your duty to her 
as a brother-in-law to produce offspring for your brother.” 9 But Onan knew that the offspring 
would not be his…* 10 What he did was wicked in the Lord’s sight; so he put him to death also. 11 
Judah then said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Live as a widow in your father’s house until my son 
Shelah grows up.” For he thought, “He may die too, just like his brothers.” So Tamar went to live in 
her father’s house. 12 After a long time Judah’s wife, the daughter of Shua, died. When Judah had 
recovered from his grief, he went up to Timnah, to the men who were shearing his sheep, and his 
friend Hirah the Adullamite went with him. 13 When Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is on his 
way to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 14 she took off her widow’s clothes, covered herself with a veil 
to disguise herself, and then sat down at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah. For 
she saw that, though Shelah had now grown up, she had not been given to him as his wife. 15 When 
Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face. 16 Not realizing that 
she was his daughter-in-law, he went over to her by the roadside and said, “Come now, let me sleep 
with you.” “And what will you give me to sleep with you?” she asked. 17 “I’ll send you a young goat 
from my flock,” he said. “Will you give me something as a pledge until you send it?” she asked. 18 
He said, “What pledge should I give you?” “Your seal and its cord, and the staff in your hand,” she 
answered. So he gave them to her and slept with her, and she became pregnant by him. 19 After she 
left, she took off her veil and put on her widow’s clothes again. 20 Meanwhile Judah sent the young 
goat by his friend the Adullamite in order to get his pledge back from the woman, but he did not 
find her. 21 He asked the men who lived there, “Where is the shrine prostitute who was beside the 
road at Enaim?” “There hasn’t been any shrine prostitute here,” they said. 22 So he went back to 
Judah and said, “I didn’t find her. Besides, the men who lived there said, ‘There hasn’t been any 
shrine prostitute here.’ ” 23 Then Judah said, “Let her keep what she has, or we will become a 
laughingstock. After all, I did send her this young goat, but you didn’t find her.” 24 About three 
months later Judah was told, “Your daughter-in-law Tamar is guilty of prostitution, and as a result 
she is now pregnant.” Judah said, “Bring her out and have her burned to death!” 25 As she was being 
brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law.  “I am pregnant by the man who owns these,” 
she said.  And she added, “See if you recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are.” 26 Judah 
recognized them and said, “She is more righteous than I, since I wouldn’t give her to my son Shelah.” 
And he did not sleep with her again. 27 When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin 
boys in her womb. 28 As she was giving birth, one of them put out his hand; so the midwife took a 
scarlet thread and tied it on his wrist and said, “This one came out first.” 29 But when he drew back 
his hand, his brother came out, and she said, “So this is how you have broken out!” And he was 
named Perez. 30 Then his brother, who had the scarlet thread on his wrist, came out and he was 
given the name Zerah. (NIV)  



I.  Culture’s Influence on Marriage (vs. 1-10)  

Duncan  For the young folks who have not yet chosen a spouse there is nothing more important 
than you choosing a spouse who shares your faith. I don't mean one who acquiesces to your faith. I 
don't mean one who doesn't mind that you love Jesus. I mean a spouse whose heart beats for Christ 
like yours does. 

II.  God is Not Indifferent to Sin (vs. 1-10) 

     

III.  Sin Changes You (vs. 11-19) 

C.S. Lewis  Every time you make a choice you are turning the central part of you, the part of you 
that chooses, into something a little different from what it was before. And taking your life as a 
whole, with all your innumerable choices, all your life long you are slowly turning this central thing 
either into a heavenly creature or into a hellish creature: either into a creature that is in harmony with 
God, and with other creatures, and with itself, or else into one that is in a state of war with and hatred 
with God, and with its fellow creatures, and with itself. To be the one kind of creature is heaven: that 
is, it is joy and peace and knowledge and power. To be the other means madness, horror, idiocy, rage, 
impotence, and eternal loneliness. 

Tripp  The great battle of parenting is not the battle of behavior; it’s the battle for what kind of awe 
will rule our children’s hearts. 

IV.  The Depths Sin Will Take You To (vs. 20-24)  

 

V.  Amazing Grace in the Life of Judah (vs. 25-30) 

 

VI.  Gentile Mothers in the Line of Jesus (vs. 25-30) 

Mt. 1:1-7  The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 2 
Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and 
his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, 
and Hezron the father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of 
Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz 
the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah… 

 

* Indicates a portion of Bible not read to allow for parents of children to discuss this matter at an age-appropriate time. 

Parents if you need any help with this please reach out for help. 


