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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY 

Occasionally an older hymn or sing that I know I haven’t sung in years will pop into my mind. I suppose that 
sometimes I’ll be thinking about something and a word or two triggers the memory. This week I was thinking 
about how important the process of nominating, training, examining, and electing men whom God has called 
to be our Elders and Deacons, and how much our church has been blessed by them. And the song, “Count Your 
Blessings” came to mind, which is really appropriate!  It’s worth taking the time to think about the many ways 
that God blesses us in giving us Elders and Deacons. 

Even in the Old Testament we see elders being given to God’s people.  In Deuteronomy 1, Moses recounts the 
time when men who were already known to have good character were appointed to serve as judges over 
smaller numbers of people. In Numbers 11, God tells Moses to gather 70 men that he would take “some of the 
Spirit that is on you and put it on them”, so that they would prophesy and bear the task of leading and caring 
for God’s people with Moses. The men were already recognized in the nation as having leadership qualities, 
but this special task required that the Spirit enable them to do the task. One thing I’m thankful for is that it’s 
clear that the Holy Spirit is indeed empowering our elders to do their work. The wisdom they exhibit, and the 
knowledge that they bring, can only come from the Spirit. Also, both in the Old and New Testament elders are 
referred to as shepherds. Our Elders are indeed faithful shepherds, who hold themselves accountable to the 
Chief Shepherd, Jesus Christ. They sacrifice their time and energy, giving up time they could have with family 
and personal desires, in order to care for the people that Christ has brought here to Faith Church. When you 
are hurting, they hurt and pray for you. When you struggle with questions, they seek to bring the Word of God 
to you so that you would be strengthened and grow in Christ. They pray for you, and your children, that you 
would grow in the riches of the knowledge of Christ. They seek those that might stray, protect us from the evil 
one and false teaching, and come together in prayer to seek God’s wisdom and will for the specific ministries 
we should be doing for the sake of Christ’s kingdom.  

In the same way, our Deacons show the compassion and mercy of Jesus to His people, and His wisdom in 
serving the practical needs we have. In fact, the word for deacon also translates as “servant” – we could say 
that to serve someone is to “deacon” someone! I have been blessed to see time and time again how our 
Deacons seek out needs and lead us in meeting them - when someone is ill or in the hospital, or when a material 
need arises, or when someone can’t get a household task done. I’ve seen them show great wisdom in helping 
people learn how to be better stewards of their finances, doing it with gentleness and knowledge that requires 
them to be mature in their faith and skilled with Scripture.  In fact, they are indispensable to the shepherding 
work the Elders do, coming alongside and freeing the Elders to do the work of prayer and teaching us in the 
Word (Acts 6) by doing the equally important work of mobilizing our resources for the work of Christ’s kingdom 
with each other, and in our community. 

So we are truly blessed with our Elders and Deacons!  And that makes this month so very important, as you 
have the opportunity to nominate men to serve in these offices.  Our women who serve on the Women’s 
Council are a blessing also – and I’ll write more about their work next week.  But I hope this helps you see why 
this time of prayerfully nominating men to serve in these offices is so important. We are not electing a board 
of directors as an organization might do. We are seeking the Lord and asking that He would grant us shepherds 
and servants who guide us in the paths He has led, who reflect His love as a shepherd over us, who are His 
divinely appointed means of providing and protecting us, who minister His word among us.  They are blessings 
he has given to us, and so this process is one of the most important things we do each year!  Please diligently 
pray, and then nominate those men who love Him and His people to serve as elders and deacons. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

NEEDLEWORKERS STARTING UP AGAIN SEPTEMBER 9 
The Needleworkers group will meet on Thursday, September 9th at 1:00 PM at the Raber’s home (221 Slate 
Lane, Quarryville). 

CHURCH WORKDAY ON SEPTEMBER 11 
The Property Management committee is planning a workday this Saturday, September 11 starting at 8:00 AM.  
It’s time to do some fall clean-up and repairs – if you have some time that morning, please come by and help 
keep our building working well! 

ANGEL TREE 
We’ve had the great privilege of participating in the Angel Tree program for several years now. It’s a way to 
share the love and gospel of Christ by providing Christmas gifts to children in the name of a parent who is in 
prison. Our Deacons are looking for someone who would be willing to coordinate the Angel Tree program this 
year. It’s an important ministry and will only require a few hours this month making some phone calls, and 
then again in December making sure everyone can deliver their gifts to the families. If you could help with this, 
please talk with Bob Rineer, Chris Sharp, Ray Shade, or Andy Pickens. 

NOMINATIONS FOR RULING ELDERS, DEACONS, AND WOMEN’S COUNCIL 
Nominations are now open for men to serve in the offices of Ruling Elder and Deacon, and for women to serve 
on the Women’s Council (our advisory committee that reports to the Session). Forms will be available on the 
tables in the lobby starting this Sunday. They must be filled out, signed by both the person nominating and 
the nominee, and turned into the church office or any member of Session no later than midnight, September 
30. Please pray about whom you believe God is calling to serve in these important roles. 

Nominees will require three nominations (from members other than in the nominee’s immediate household).  
So it is really important that you pray, and then nominate, candidates!  Also remember that we postponed the 
cycle for electing people last year – we have many who served an extra year and thus more than usual who are 
coming to the end of terms.  We particularly see this in the Deacons and Women’s Council. Here is the status 
of those already serving and coming to the end of terms: 

 For our existing Ruling Elders 
o Mark Broomell, Rob McCullough, Bob Rohr, and Henry DeLong are completing their first 

terms and can be nominated to serve a second term. 
o Bob Rush is completing his second term and thus not eligible for nomination this year. Bob, 

we thank God for you and your faithful service! 
 For our existing Deacons 

o Bob Rineer is completing his first three-year term and can be nominated to serve a second full 
term. 

o Chris Sharp has completed his second term and thus not eligible for nomination this year.  
Chris, we thank God for you and your faithful service!! 

 For our existing Women’s Council 
o Bev Holt, Jonell Stauffer, and Kathy Pickens are completing their first terms and can be 

nominated to serve a second term. 
o Lisa Lehman and Joann Rineer have completed their second terms and thus not eligible for 

nomination this year. Likewise, Joann and Lisa, we thank God for you and your faithful service! 

We have also attached nomination forms to the same email this newsletter came in for anyone who would like 
to print their own. We can’t emphasize enough how important it is to pray and then fill out the nominations 
  



BONFIRE RESCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 25TH   
The huge bonfire stack is still at the DeLong farm, waiting to be lit!  We’ve rescheduled it for the evening of 
Saturday, Sept 25th.  We hope you can come for a great evening of fellowship together.  We have pushed the 
time back – we’ll begin at 6:00 pm, have smaller fires where you can make s’mores or hot dogs (bring your own 
ingredients), and then light the bonfire at 7:30.  See you there!  

LIFE GROUPS RESTARTING FOR THE FALL AND SIGN-UPS 

Most of our Life Groups will get started again for this fall over the next few weeks.  If you’ve been part of one, 
your Life Group leader will be in touch with details!  If you haven’t been in a Life Group, you’re really missing 
out on a great opportunity to get to know others more, study the Bible together, grow to know Jesus Christ 
more together, and to encourage and care for one another. Sign-ups for all the different groups in the lobby 
starting this Sunday.  (If you’re already in a group, you don’t need to sign-up again.)  Curious? Got more 
questions?  Need a suggestion on a group?  Just ask any of our pastors or elders, and we’ll get you connected 
with one! 

WOMEN’S STUDIES RESUMING IN OCTOBER 
The women of Faith Church are excited to start Bible studies again this fall!  There will be two studies, one at 
night and one during the morning – we hope that you find one that works with your schedule. Sign-up sheets 
are at the Welcome Center. Our women have found that these studies provide time to study, pray, and develop 
deeper relationships especially discussing how to grow as women in Christ. If you have questions, please ask 
Frankie Bennett, Kathy Pickens, Donna Shirk, or Joann Rineer. 

 
  


