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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY 

This coming Sunday is the first Sunday of the month – and in accord with our practice we will come to the 
Lord’s Supper during worship.  Usually, I’ll write down some things for us all to think about in advance of 
coming to His supper. I hope you find them helpful. One of the things I had never been a part of until visiting a 
church in Northern Ireland was a mid-week service that was focused on preparing to come to the table on 
Sunday. It was a very meaningful service. It helped me focus on how desperately I need the gospel – the depth 
of my sin, and the wonderful heights of the grace found only in Jesus Christ. This service has been and remains 
a practice of the Scottish Presbyterians for centuries. In fact, in many churches it was required that people 
come to that mid-week service in order to be able to receive the Lord’s Supper the following Sunday. (I don’t 
believe that was the case at this specific church.)  The way that this church very thoughtfully came to the Lord’s 
Supper impressed me. Yet, just as with any practice that can be good for us, we can lose sight of why we do it 
and think that the benefit comes from how well we perform it. When we do that, we turn something from a 
means that God uses to help us grow in grace to something we must do in order to merit grace. When it comes 
to thinking and reflecting before coming to the Lord’s Supper, we all – you and me both – can be tempted at 
times to think that our ability to come to this Supper depends on how well we prepared for it. 

The reality is that Christ instituted and gave us this Supper precisely to nourish us and cause our faith in him 
to grow! It’s a gift from God. Remember what Jesus said when he gave this for the first time?  “This is my body, 
which is given for you.”, and “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.” We need 
to remember most of all that Christ has given himself not because we merited it, not because we earned it, 
not because we’re entitled to it or in any way deserved such grace. And just as he gave himself that way, he 
continues to give himself not physically, but spiritually, when we come to His table as a means of grace, that 
our souls would be strengthened and nourished by grace. 

Is it helpful for us to prepare?  Of course it is. We rightly examine ourselves and confess our sins. But not 
because that makes us somehow more worthy to come to Christ. It’s good for us, because we see more clearly 
our need of him, and then understand even deeper how utterly amazing and inexhaustible his grace is – which 
then causes us to love him even more. How much more precious is a glass of water after you have been out in 
the hot sun for hours? That drink satisfies even more because we recognize how much our bodies need it. And 
likewise, our preparation helps us understand how needy our souls are. And then we see Christ – who 
completely receives us, and feeds us, and gives himself to us solely because he loves us. So, over the next 
couple of days, think again of the wonder that God had set his eye on you from before there was time, that 
Christ has loved you before you existed, and that he brings you to his table simply out of his unfathomable 
goodness and love. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Andy 
  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

NO ACTIVITIES AT CHURCH BUILDING TONIGHT, SEPTEMBER 1 
Our usual policy is that any activities at the church building are cancelled on days when the Solanco School 
District is closed or closes early. (But delayed school openings don’t affect evening events.) Due to that, the 
expected flooding, and the fact the worst of the storm is predicted for late afternoon and evening, both Youth 
Group and Prayer Meeting activities are cancelled tonight. 

ANGEL TREE 
We’ve had the great privilege of participating in the Angel Tree program for several years now. It’s a way to 
share the love and gospel of Christ by providing Christmas gifts to children in the name of a parent who is in 
prison. Our Deacons are looking for someone who would be willing to coordinate the Angel Tree program this 
year. It’s an important ministry and will only require a few hours this month making some phone calls, and 
then again in December making sure everyone can deliver their gifts to the families. If you could help with this, 
please talk with Bob Rineer, Chris Sharp, Ray Shade, or Andy Pickens. 

BONFIRE WILL BE RESCHEDULED  
We’re disappointed that last week’s storm caused the postponement of the bonfire again.  But the wood is still 
there, and we’ll reschedule it sometime this fall.  Watch here for more details! 

LIFE GROUPS RESTARTING FOR THE FALL AND SIGN-UPS 

Most of our Life Groups will get started again for this fall over the next few weeks.  If you’ve been part of one, 
your Life Group leader will be in touch with details!  If you haven’t been in a Life Group, you’re really missing 
out on a great opportunity to get to know others more, study the Bible together, grow to know Jesus Christ 
more together, and to encourage and care for one another. Sign-ups for all the different groups in the lobby 
starting this Sunday.  (If you’re already in a group, you don’t need to sign-up again.)  Curious? Got more 
questions?  Need a suggestion on a group?  Just ask any of our pastors or elders, and we’ll get you connected 
with one! 

WOMEN’S STUDIES RESUMING IN OCTOBER 
The women of Faith Church are excited to start Bible studies again this fall!  There will be two studies, one at 
night and one during the morning – we hope that you find one that works with your schedule. Sign-up sheets 
are at the Welcome Center. Our women have found that these studies provide time to study, pray, and develop 
deeper relationships especially discussing how to grow as women in Christ. If you have questions, please ask 
Frankie Bennett, Kathy Pickens, Donna Shirk, or Joann Rineer. 

CHURCH WORKDAY ON SEPTEMBER 11 
The Property Management committee is planning a workday on Saturday, September 11 starting at 8:00 AM.  
It’s time to do some fall clean-up and repairs – if you have some time that morning, please come by and help 
keep our building working well! 

NEEDLEWORKERS STARTING UP AGAIN SEPTEMBER 9 
The Needleworkers group will meet on Thursday, September 9th at 1:00 PM at the Raber’s home (221 Slate 
Lane, Quarryville).. 
  



NOMINATIONS FOR RULING ELDERS, DEACONS, AND WOMEN’S COUNCIL 
Nominations will open on September 1 for men to serve in the offices of Ruling Elder and Deacon, as well as 
for women to serve on the Women’s Council (our advisory committee that reports to the Session). Forms will 
be available on the tables in the lobby starting this Sunday. They must be filled out, signed by the person 
nominating and the nominee, and turned into the church office or any member of Session no later than 
midnight, September 30. Please pray about whom you believe God is calling to serve in these important roles. 

Nominees will require three nominations (from members other than in the nominee’s immediate household).  
So it is really important that you pray, and then nominate, candidates!  Also remember that we postponed the 
cycle for electing people last year – we have many who served an extra year and thus more than usual who are 
coming to the end of terms.  We particularly see this in the Deacons and Women’s Council. Here is the status 
of those already serving and coming to the end of terms: 

 For our existing Ruling Elders 
o Mark Broomell, Rob McCullough, Bob Rohr, and Henry DeLong are completing their first 

terms and can be nominated to serve a second term. 
o Bob Rush is completing his second term and thus not eligible for nomination this year. Bob, 

we thank God for you and your faithful service! 
 For our existing Deacons 

o Bob Rineer is completing his first three-year term and can be nominated to serve a second full 
term. 

o Chris Sharp has completed his second term and thus not eligible for nomination this year.  
Chris, we thank God for you and your faithful service!! 

 For our existing Women’s Council 
o Jonell Stauffer and Kathy Pickens are completing their first terms and can be nominated to 

serve a second term. 
o Lisa Lehman and Joann Rineer have completed their second terms and thus not eligible for 

nomination this year. Likewise, Joann and Lisa, we thank God for you and your faithful service! 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE WITH THE MEAL TRAIN 
We are very thankful that Gwenyth Perella is coordinating our Meal Train! What’s a “Meal Train”? Keep reading 
the following from Gwenyth, and please sign up to help: 

Thank you for the many ways you pray and minister to one another and share God’s love and mercy within our 
community. Recently I was asked to take over the meal train ministry and the following has come to my 
attention. 

As our church continues to grow, so do our needs and we could use more women and men to sign up to provide 
meals. Providing a meal to a Faith member or attendee does not require a gourmet cook! If you are willing to 
purchase a prepared frozen dinner, that can be easily heated, or a hot, ready-made meal from Costco, a 
grocery store, or even a restaurant, this is just as helpful! Meal delivery is also flexible. Many times, I have 
delivered meals that simply need to be heated by the recipient prior to the dinner hour. 

The more people we have on the meal train, the less frequently we will all be providing meals. When a need 
comes through, the electronic meal train is sent by email. If you can’t sign up that week (or even for that 
particular meal train request, it’s OK, we usually have enough people to cover. If you’d like to be called instead 
of emailed, I am happy to do this, and you can still be a part of serving meals without the worry of electronic 
sign up. 

I described the meal train as providing dinner, but it can certainly be used to assist in the provision of any meal. 
In the narthex is a list of the current participants and a sign up. If you would like to sign up, please add your 
name and contact information. If you are already on the list, please check that your information is correct. 

Thank you for prayerfully considering our Faith Church meal train! 

 
  


