
FAITH FAMILY NEWS         SEPTEMBER 15,2021 
 

UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY 

September seems to be flying by – it’s hard to believe the fair is underway!  That also means we only have two 
weeks left to nominate men to serve as Ruling Elders and Deacons, and women to serve on our Women’s 
Council. Last week I wrote about the importance of the ordained offices of Ruling Elders and Deacons, what 
they do, and the blessing that they are to Faith Church.  This week I’d like to do the same for our Women’s 
Council. 

The first question that might come up, especially if you’ve come to Faith Church within the last 5 years, is 
“What is the Women’s Council?”  That’s a good question.  We know that Scripture teaches there are two 
ordained offices (elder and deacon), and they are to be filled by men. Yet, we also know that women and men 
are both image-bearers of God. Even in a marriage, where the husband is responsible for spiritual leadership 
in the home, that leadership is exercised in loving his wife as himself, seeking to build her up in the Lord, and 
rejoicing in the many gifts and talents that God has given her in order to build up the family. A quick read of 
Proverbs 31 shows the many ways that a wife uses her gifts – she produces goods and sells goods, she provides 
food, she makes contracts for buying property to build the family business, she is known for her dignity and 
wisdom. And her husband “trusts in her” (verse 11) and “praises her” (verses 27-28) – even while he is known 
among the elders of the land (verse 23).  There is a tremendous wealth of wisdom and skills found in this godly 
wife! It takes none of the responsibility of leadership away from the husband, but rather is a blessing as a 
complement to his role. 

In the same way, our Elders concluded several years ago that the Session would be far better able to serve 
Christ and his church in making decisions if we found a way to get the collective wisdom of women as input to 
those decisions. So, the Women’s Council was established. It is a committee, not an ordained office, that 
advises the Session. For example, when we developed the child check-in process the Session asked the 
Women’s Council to help refine and make the whole process work far better than it would have otherwise. The 
Women’s Council also sometimes sees issues that need to be addressed that the Session is unaware of and 
brings it to their attention. Additionally, the Women’s Council helps the Session in making sure we have the 
right avenues of ministry to help our women grow in Christ. When it comes to making final decisions, the 
Session might follow their advice and other times might not – but they always are very grateful and thankful 
for having as much wisdom as possible in prayerfully seeking Christ’s desire for Faith Church. 

Another area where the Session has been greatly blessed by the Women’s Council is in handling sensitive 
counseling issues that involve women. As you’d expect, over the years whenever I have needed to provide 
counsel to a woman I have brought Kathy in. There are several good reasons for this, but the greatest is that 
her godly presence and counsel helps show the heart of God and builds trust. Likewise, the Session has been 
helped greatly when we have had to meet with a woman to be able to bring other godly and respected women 
to be present. This helps us do better with shepherding and caring especially in sensitive matters.  

Because we need godly women of high character to provide this advice to the Session, we decided that the 
process by which men are recognized and nominated as those who clearly display maturity in Christ would 
also work to identify candidates for the Women’s Council. Therefore, please pray and nominate those women 
to serve on the Women’s Council that you believe would be used by God to bless us all as Jesus continues to 
build us together into his body, the church!  

 

Grace and peace, 

Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

NOMINATIONS FOR RULING ELDERS, DEACONS, AND WOMEN’S COUNCIL 
Nominations are now open for men to serve in the offices of Ruling Elder and Deacon, and for women to serve 
on the Women’s Council (our advisory committee that reports to the Session). Forms will be available on the 
tables in the lobby starting this Sunday. They must be filled out, signed by both the person nominating and 
the nominee, and turned into the church office or any member of Session no later than midnight, September 
30. Please pray about whom you believe God is calling to serve in these important roles. 

Nominees will require three nominations (from members other than in the nominee’s immediate household).  
So it is really important that you pray, and then nominate, candidates!  Also remember that we postponed the 
cycle for electing people last year – we have many who served an extra year and thus more than usual who are 
coming to the end of terms.  We particularly see this in the Deacons and Women’s Council. Here is the status 
of those already serving and coming to the end of terms: 

 For our existing Ruling Elders 
o Mark Broomell, Rob McCullough, Bob Rohr, and Henry DeLong are completing their first 

terms and can be nominated to serve a second term. 
o Bob Rush is completing his second term and thus not eligible for nomination this year. Bob, 

we thank God for you and your faithful service! 
 For our existing Deacons 

o Bob Rineer is completing his first three-year term and can be nominated to serve a second full 
term. 

o Chris Sharp has completed his second term and thus not eligible for nomination this year.  
Chris, we thank God for you and your faithful service!! 

 For our existing Women’s Council 
o Bev Holt, Jonell Stauffer, and Kathy Pickens are completing their first terms and can be 

nominated to serve a second term. 
o Lisa Lehman and Joann Rineer have completed their second terms and thus not eligible for 

nomination this year. Likewise, Joann and Lisa, we thank God for you and your faithful service! 

BONFIRE RESCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 25TH   
The huge bonfire stack is still at the DeLong farm, waiting to be lit!  We’ve rescheduled it for the evening of 
Saturday, Sept 25th.  We hope you can come for a great evening of fellowship together.  We have pushed the 
time back – we’ll begin at 6:00 pm, have smaller fires where you can make s’mores or hot dogs (bring your own 
ingredients), and then light the bonfire at 7:30.  See you there!  

WOMEN’S STUDIES RESUMING IN OCTOBER 
The women of Faith Church are excited to start Bible studies again this fall!  There will be two studies, one on 
Monday night and one Thursday morning – we hope that you find one that works with your schedule. Sign-up 
sheets are at the Welcome Center. Our women have found that these studies provide time to study, pray, and 
develop deeper relationships especially discussing how to grow as women in Christ. If you have questions, 
please ask Frankie Bennett, Kathy Pickens, Donna Shirk, or Joann Rineer.  



SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES NEEDS FOR SEPTEMBER 
Now that school is back, the SWEEP program is back in full swing.  SWEEP (Student WeekEnd Eating Program) 
provides meals over the weekends for students and their families that are eligible for free breakfasts and 
lunches at our schools.  Here are current needs: 

Tomato Soup     Chicken Noodle Soup 
PastaRoni Side Dishes    Tuna Helper Cheesy Pasta/Creamy Broccoli 
Sugar      Mayonnaise 
Snack Pack Pudding    Chef Boyardee Ravioli 4 packs (cans/bowls) 
Pork & Beans (16 oz)    Rice-A-Roni Chicken 
Quick Rolled Oats    Old Fashioned Oats 
Bumble Bee Snack-on-the-run Chicken/Tuna 

 
  


