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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

I think I’ve exercised and worked off the wonderful Thanksgiving dinner we had Sunday, just in time to start 
the cycle again tomorrow! But that’s ok. Going back to Israel as they prepared to enter the land God had given 
them, God commands them to hold an 8-day festival just after the harvest called the “Feast of Booths” (or 
Tabernacles). It was a celebration and a time of thanksgiving – not only for the harvest God provided each year, 
but as a time when they would erect a shelter out of palm branches to live in for the week to remind them of 
God’s deliverance and provision while they wandered in the wilderness.  It’s quite right for us to have a special 
day where we do the same.  I’m glad for this tradition we have at Faith Church! 

Part of our celebration is singing, as we did, one of the hymns that we connect with Thanksgiving.  Most of 
them, though, don’t have a connection with the Pilgrims themselves. “We Gather Together” is the exception 
- it may very well have been sung by the Pilgrims. Philip Ryken wrote on the history of this hymn. I’m pulling 
from his article some history you might share with your family around the table tomorrow. 

The song was originally a secular Dutch folk tune. For decades during the 1500’s Spaniards had occupied many 
cities in the Low Countries of Europe (including the Netherlands), and Roman Catholic religion was enforced 
as law. Dutch Protestants were forbidden to practice their faith in accordance with the Reformation. Some 
were martyred, others driven out of their homes. The Dutch rose under Prince Maurice and defeated the 
Spaniards at the Battle of Turnhout on January 24, 1597. New words were written to this tune, and it became 
an anthem for the Dutch. It likely came to America with the Dutch Reformed settlers in the 1620’s and we have 
the famous hymn we sing today. 

Today, this hymn should remind us of a couple of things. The 
very first line, “We gather together”, tells us of the 
tremendous privilege we have to come together as God’s 
people to worship him freely and in accordance with what he 
has revealed in Scripture, as opposed to what humans devise. 
Thinking of all the times and places in the world where there 
is not such freedom should drive us to give thanks and pray 
for those for whom worship is costly. 

Second, this hymn should give us confidence and hope that 
Christ will ultimately protect us and give victory over the 
things that do oppress us. We don’t have the Spaniards of the 16th century, but many of us are afflicted 
physically or spiritually. There is a fight we are all in to put sin and idols to death and put on Christ – that battle 
is hard and tiring at times. Yet one day, “the wicked oppressing now cease from distressing…He forgets not 
His own.” How has Christ has caused you to grow in grace this last year? Give thanks for that! 

And finally, this hymn reminds us of God’s sovereign and faithful reign. “From the beginning the fight we were 
winning” – He has ordained from all eternity that he would come in the person of Jesus to save us and bring us 
into his kingdom, he has ordained from all eternity the battles we would endure, he has said he would be at 
our side in it all, and Christ “still our Defender will be”. All our past, present, and future is held in his hand. He 
is faithful to his eternal covenant, and he will bring it to pass. What trials do you endure today for Jesus’ sake?  
He is with you. As you gather at your table, sing boldly, “Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free!” and 
rejoice over the blessings of Thanksgiving. 

Grace and peace, 
Andy 
  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

MANY THANKS FOR THANKSGIVING DINNER! 
We know that many of you worked hard with cooking, setting up tables, decorating, serving, and cleaning for 
our Thanksgiving dinner last Sunday. From the depth of both Michael’s and my hearts, thank you so very 
much!! It was such a blessing to hear all the testimonies of how you are thankful to God in the big things and 
the ongoing events of life, and a reminder to us all of God’s great faithfulness and love that is ours only because 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Special thanks go to Erin Kilgore and Eleanor DeLong, who labored long and hard to 
coordinate everything that happened so well! 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

The church office will be closed Thursday and Friday, November 25-26. If you need to contact someone, please 
call Pastor Michael (601-862-9188) or Pastor Andy (443-571-0978). We pray that all will have a blessed 
Thanksgiving and that Christ will make His presence known in a special way and satisfy the longing of our 
hearts as only he can do. Worship and Sunday School will take place as usual on Sunday, November 28.  All life 
groups and youth group will take this Sunday off. 

ANGEL TREE UPDATE 

Many thanks to everyone who picked an Angel Tree tag last Sunday.  We have one left on the tree in the foyer.  
So you still have a chance to know the joy of showing the love and mercy of Christ to a child with an 
incarcerated parent this Christmas season!  

COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT DECEMBER 5TH  

SLC Community Choirs will present Sounds of the Season on Sunday, December 5th at Chestnut Level 
Presbyterian Church.  The concert begins at 3:00PM, doors open at 2:30.  The concert is free of charge but 
donations will be accepted at the door to benefit Solanco Neighborhood Ministries.  The Crescendo Choir is 
comprised of over 30 singers from the Solanco community and beyond and have been rehearsing since mid-
September.  After having nearly 18 months without gathering to sing due to the pandemic, Crescendo is 
excited to welcome you to the church sanctuary and fill your hearts with joy as they present a variety of 
repertoire to ring in the Christmas season. 

FINANCIAL STATUS UPDATE 

Below you’ll find the fiscal year-to-date (June 1 to October 31) financial report. As a reminder, from all 
undesignated giving, 15% goes to the Missions Fund and 5% to the Building Fund, and the rest is available for 
the General Fund. The Missions Committee and the Deacons also make one-time donations at the beginning 
of each year from extra giving that took place during the prior year, so please don’t be alarmed over those 
deficits – those are expected.  

Some of you might have your financial advisor recommend giving stock or retirement distributions directly as 
a way to be a better steward and free more resources for the purpose of Christ’s kingdom. We have the ability 
to receive gifts that way – please talk with our treasurer, Chris Bennett, for the information you need. 

 

Fund Giving Expenses Surplus/Deficit Fund Balance 

General $166,547.68 $160,841.28  $   5,706.40 $138,339.11 

Missions $   35,701.51 $  48,131.55 -$12,430.04 $  11,013.26 

Building $   17,348.84 $  57,786.77 -$40,437.93 $  15,719.64 

Deacons $    1,912.00 $    8,550.00 -$  6.638.00 $  21,936.63 
  


