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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

This week, two different thoughts have crossed my mind – but as I sit and think about it, they do tie 
together. The first is that today is Ascension Day. It’s true that this isn’t a day that we usually think about in 
our circles. Before moving here, I knew it was something that Catholics and Anglicans celebrated – in part 
because of the heavy emphasis on the traditional church calendar in those circles. Coming here, it was a 
surprise to see the significant emphasis that Ascension Day has in Mennonite and Amish circles also. I 
imagine that most people moving to Quarryville from a distance get a surprise trying to go to Good’s Store 
today!  

Of course, Ascension Day points us back to Acts 1:9-12 – when Jesus Christ, 40 days after the resurrection, 
ascended into heaven. Why is that so important? I’ll give you just a couple of the reasons. First, it shows that 
Christ has ascended and is enthroned in heaven. He is raised from the dead, thus assuring us of our 
justification (Romans 4:25), but he is also seated now in heaven, assuring us also of our future glorification 
(Romans 8:29-30). Every time that Satan whispers in your ear “are you sure you will see heaven”, one answer 
you can give him is “Jesus Christ has risen from the dead AND ascended into heaven – and he has promised 
that because I am in him, I also will go to be with him.” Second, because Jesus Christ ascended, he and the 
Father have sent the Holy Spirit to live in you.  Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go 
away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” (John 16:7). 
Because Christ ascended, the Holy Spirit has come upon you as a deposit (or guarantee) of God’s inheritance 
in you, as the indwelling of God in you to change and transform you, as the one who both convicts you of sin 
and points you once again to the abounding grace of God in Christ to give you every blessing of salvation 
(Acts 5:31-32). And third, the ascension of Jesus Christ gives us a confident hope that he will one day return. 
He will fully, visibly, and completely establish his kingdom. The angel said, “This Jesus, who was taken up 
from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  Jesus reigns today – 
Stephen saw him reigning in heaven (Acts 7:55-56), and he will return in all power and glory. Such an 
assurance we have! 

Secondly, we will come to the Lord’s Table this Sunday during worship. As we prepare, let’s think about the 
reality of the ascension. When we come to the Lord’s Table, “as often as you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” (1 Corinthians 11:26). We look backward at the Table, 
thinking of the terrible suffering he endured, even to the point of death, because of his love for us. But we 
also look forward – because Jesus has risen – in him alone we find life. But he has also ascended, which 
means for every sin past, present, and future that would be brought against us and accuse us, we have an 
advocate before the throne – Jesus Christ himself, saying each and every sin was already paid, and the 
charge is thrown out. Christ has given us this sign and seal of the covenant as a tangible, physical means of 
grace. We know he is not physically present, but he so strengthens us spiritually that our hope is confirmed 
once more, the longing and desire of our heart grows deeper, and we live more and more as those who are 
preparing for the coming of the great Bridegroom! 

I’m looking forward to seeing you all Sunday, and worshiping with you as we exalt our risen, ascended Savior; 
and together look to him and pray, “come quickly, Lord Jesus!” 

Grace and peace, 
Andy 
  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

A/V UPDATE 
The first part of our audio/visual update is being installed as I type! This Sunday new and brighter projectors 
will be in, as well as new presentation and streaming systems. This should result in a significant improvement 
in the video we see whether you’re in the sanctuary or watching on the QPRC system or via livestream. The 
team is being trained Thursday night. We’re doing everything to make sure we’ve ironed out any bugs and 
that people know how to operate the new equipment. But please be patient if you see any hiccups the next 
week or two. The audio is a couple of weeks away from being fully upgraded, but you’ll hear those 
improvements soon. Thanks so much for your patience! 

OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY TO AMY AND LEN BROWN 
Please pray for the Brown’s, as Amy’s mother went to be with the Lord on Wednesday evening. We know 
that “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints”, and so we know that God cares and 
comforts those in the midst of such sorrow. 

SOLID ROCK FUNDRAISER 
Solid Rock’s annual Farm-to-Table fundraiser is coming up on May 28. As last year, it will be a “drive thru” 
experience again – you can pick your meal up anytime between 6:00-7:30 PM.  You can take it home, or if 
you’d like to you can bring a lawn chair and eat outside while listening to music from 6:00-8:00 PM.  Tickets 
are $25 single, or $20 if purchasing 2 or more. You can find out more from the flyer in the lobby or by visiting 
www.solidrockquarryville.com . 

SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS DEADLINE 
The deadline is coming up fast!  Faith Church will provide scholarships for half of the fee, up to $150, per 
camper to attend an overnight Christian camp. This is for children (age 17 and under) of church members. 
Parents should fill out and mail the camp registration forms with the required registration fee. Then sign up 
on the camp list for church support at the Welcome Center. Please list the child’s name, parent’s phone 
number, and the dates your child will attend camp. Sign up for scholarships ends on May 31st. Contact Chris 
Coomes with questions at 717.786.0928. 

NEW HOPE’S “MILES 4 MENTAL HEALTH” FUNDRAISER 
New Hope’s Counseling ministry is holding a fundraiser in May – there are 2 ways you can participate this 
year. You can register for the in-person walk along the Enola Low Grade trail on Saturday May 8th from 9-11 
AM.  Or you can take a 90-mile virtual challenge from May 8-31 and collect sponsors as you log miles (you can 
do it any way you choose – walk, run, ride, stationary rower – you pick!).  Funds raised benefit those who 
cannot afford the full cost of New Hope’s counseling services.  We know lots of you walk and bike – here’s a 
great way to help this important local ministry.  To sign up, go to www.newhopeministry.info , call 
717.786.2802, or if you have questions talk with Amy Huber.  

DIVORCE CARE GROUP AT WESTMINSTER PCA THIS SUMMER 
Healing from divorce is not easy.   Most people who've experienced it say it was the most painful and 
stressful experience of their lives.  They find themselves confused, feeling isolated, and having lots of 
questions about issues they've never encountered before.  At DivorceCare groups, people in separation and 
divorce find tools, teaching and support to help them deal with their pain and give them hope for the future. 
This 13-week Christ-centered program includes video, group discussion and personal Bible study.    

DivorceCare begins Wednesday, June 2nd at 6:30 pm at Westminster Presbyterian Church and runs every 
Wednesday through August 25th (except for July 28).  You, a friend, a co-worker, or a family member may be 
helped and encouraged by this ministry.  To register, follow this link: 
https://www.divorcecare.org/groups/134240 or contact Pastor Dave Kieffer at 717-569-2151 for more 
information.  


