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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY  

I was reading this morning from Matthew 26.  Of course, the events in chapters 21 through the first part of 
chapter 28 all took place in the 7 days from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday. If your daily Bible reading doesn’t 
take you through these chapters or similar ones in the other gospels, I encourage you to read through it this 
week. It’s pretty amazing to read Jesus’ final public teaching in chapters 23-25, realizing these are the final 
things he was teaching about living in his kingdom – his final instructions, as it were - and what that means for 
us.  

But I noticed something today in chapter 26 that I don’t believe I ever picked up on before.  In verses 1-2, 
Jesus looks at his disciples and says, “Passover is coming, and I will be delivered to be crucified”.  Suddenly 
the setting changes to the gathering of the chief priests – they set their plans to seize Jesus and kill him. It’s 
almost like watching a movie where the picture divides in half, and independently we see Jesus and Caiaphas 
both saying Jesus will be put to death. But there’s one difference between them. Caiaphus and the priests 
say, “not during Passover or else there will be an uproar”. Jesus says it will happen at the Passover. 

This small passage teaches us once again of the amazing sovereignty of God in all things. From a human point 
of view, we’d think that Caiaphus would have it his way. He’s the chief priest – he holds all the cards of 
authority. He is a master manipulator – Rome would put whomever they wanted in the role of chief priest as 
a way of controlling the Jewish people. The governor (Pilate) could change it out at his own whim and would 
do so if he ever sensed any kind of independent action. Caiaphus had managed to push all the right buttons 
to stay in this office for 18 years. He’s worried enough over what happened just a few days before when Jesus 
came into Jerusalem. He won’t risk doing something during Passover, when passions would run high. So, he 
plots to have Jesus killed in secret, when Passover is behind them.  

Yet, all of Caiaphus’ plans are for naught. It’s God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – who is controlling this 
narrative. Kathy and I saw a clip once of what many unbelievers think about Jesus. The man said, “He was a 
good man, but events got out of control and he paid the price for it…too bad.” Absolutely not! Jesus was not 
swept along by events. Things were entirely under control, just as God planned from all eternity. 

Such is God’s sovereign rule over all things. Even in the most horrible event in history, it is not man nor Satan 
who is in control. If that is true for the crucifixion of Christ, then can anything in our lives be truly “out of 
control”?  No. It might be out of our control, but it is not out of your heavenly Father’s control. If he worked 
even the details of the timing of Jesus’ atoning sacrifice for your good and my good, then we can be assured 
that he also controls every detail of everything that comes into our lives.  And he always does that for our 
good and his glory. 

I hope to see you Friday night when we reflect on the culmination and cost of our redemption – until then, 
rest in your Father’s care as you gaze upon the wonder of Christ’s love for you this week.   

Grace and peace, 
Andy 
  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE THIS WEEK 
A reminder to you that we’ll have a special service this Friday night at 6:30 pm. During that time we’ll reflect 
on the amazing depth of what Jesus suffered for us, being rejected by all, crying out in his human nature as 
all of the wrath of God that should have fallen on us instead is poured on him - “My God, why have you 
forsaken me?”. That is the same cry that we would have for all eternity, save for Jesus Christ suffering it in 
our place. Come, and bring someone with you to hear again of the depths of Christ’s sacrifice, and his love.  
“This is love, not that we have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.” – 1 John 4:10. 

EASTER SUNDAY 
On Sunday morning, we will have Sunday School as usual – I hope you’ll be there as we encourage one 
another early with the joy of Christ’s resurrection!  And during worship, we will rejoice – for death is 
conquered, our bondage to sin is broken, and the promise made back in Genesis 3 is assured that Satan’s 
doom is certain, all because of the reality that Jesus Christ rose from the dead! We also will come to the 
Lord’s Supper during worship on Sunday. Come, knowing that Jesus suffered for you; come, in the 
knowledge that he gave his body and blood for you; come, thirsting for him and knowing that he will fully 
satisfy your deepest hunger and thirst and gives you this meal to assure you that you will one day eat with 
him face to face. 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS 
It would be a great blessing if you could help with the nursery during the Sunday School hour. We have a 
sign-up sheet in the lobby, or you can e-mail Corrie Stauffer at cstauffer@faithrpc.org for more information. 

SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS 
Summer camps are coming up soon. Faith Church will provide scholarships for half of the fee, up to $150, per 
camper to attend an overnight Christian camp. This is for children (age 17 and under) of church members. 
Parents should fill out and mail the camp registration forms with the required registration fee. Then sign up 
on the camp list for church support at the Welcome Center. Please list the child’s name, parent’s phone 
number, and the dates your child will attend camp. Sign up for scholarships ends on May 31st. Contact Chris 
Coomes with questions at 717.786.0928. 

 

 

  


