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UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY 

We usually think of this time of year as a time for vacations, for rest from some routines (although my grass 
has not slowed down growing quite yet!), and for having three major holiday weekends that give us chances 
to celebrate cookouts and fireworks with friends and family. There’s something else that often gets celebrated 
during the summer months – anniversaries! Of course, weddings take place throughout the year, but summer 
has the lion’s share. To everyone who will celebrate the blessing of God in seeing his hand on your marriage 
this summer, whether it’s one year or 65 years …happy anniversary! 

We have another significant anniversary this week. Faith Church began on July 10, 1936 – meaning this 
Saturday is our 85th anniversary! Maybe it’s a birthday, but I think of a local church as the coming together of 
Christ’s people, so stay with me here. Consider all that God has done here over those years. He has brought 
countless people from death to life, saving them by giving them faith in Jesus Christ through his gospel 
proclaimed. For some, that’s been hearing the gospel from childhood as parents have raised their children to 
know God and been reinforced with faithful Sunday School teachers. For others, it has been the witness of 
neighbors, friends, and family who have told them of the amazing grace that is found in Christ. And God has 
not only gathered his people here but is perfecting his people – causing them to grow in the knowledge of 
Christ through the faithful preaching of Scripture, dedicated teachers in classes and Life Groups, and the 
discipleship that takes place as we continue to sharpen one another in our daily lives. The gospel has gone 
forward in sending missionaries out to the ends of the earth, and in sending ourselves into our workplaces and 
schools, declaring the glories of knowing Christ. In all of this, Christ has been glorified, which is the main thing. 
We know the expansion of his kingdom is not dependent on the existence of Faith Church – he uses countless 
individual churches to do that, and if we ever ceased to be faithful to the gospel he could easily raise a new 
local church. So, let us look back and give thanks to Christ, crediting him alone with all the glory, knowing he 
has been faithful to us for 85 years. And we look forward in faith, seeking to follow Christ in the task he has 
given us to grow in grace, encourage one another daily, and take his gospel into the Solanco area that so much 
needs to hear it.  

So, Faith Church – happy anniversary!  As we rejoice, let’s rejoice in the providence of God, knowing that he 
has worked in and through Faith Church to the end of displaying his glory. Let’s pray for our brothers and 
sisters in other local churches that likewise are faithful to the gospel, that they would likewise enjoy his 
blessings on them for many years. Let’s rejoice that we are part of His entire church, His bride, and look forward 
to the day Christ comes to present his bride completely, with every last one of the people whose name has 
been written from eternity in the book of life, when we will see him as our great bridegroom face to face and 
fully know the overwhelming love that he has for us. 

Grace and peace, 

Andy 

 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUMMER BREAK REMINDER 

We are now on our break from Sunday School. We are glad to be able to give our faithful and hardworking 
teachers time to relax and refresh for the Fall. We look forward to starting back Sunday School for children, 
youth, and adults on August 22nd.  Worship will take place, as usual, at 10:30am! 
  



PCA GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORT 
Our denomination, the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), held its annual General Assembly this last week. 
GA is where Teaching Elders and Ruling Elders from churches across the country gather to rejoice and hear 
what God is doing through the PCA, and to take action on important questions and issues that have risen from 
the churches and presbyteries.  So, last week Andy Pickens and Leon Stauffer went to St. Louis for GA. 

It’s encouraging to hear the many things happening that we don’t usually hear. There is a strong church 
planting movement in the US and Canada, seeing new churches formed that are reaching people and seeing 
them turn to Christ as Savior and Lord. We have sent over 500 missionaries out across the earth, are seeing 
record enrollments at Covenant College, and continue to see a new generation of pastors and other church 
leaders trained and equipped to serve the church at Covenant Seminary. The PCA continues to seek to be 
faithful to the Scriptures, true to the reformed faith, and obedient to the Great Commission. 

There were also some important decisions made on clarifying the PCA’s stand on issues of sexuality, which has 
embroiled our society. The PCA has always sought to be 100% faithful to Scripture and true to the biblical 
system of doctrine in the Westminster Confession, while at the same time having a zeal to reach the lost with 
the hope found in Christ alone. Or, to put it another way, to be like Jesus Christ – he never compromised 
Scripture, yet he is the Good Shepherd who applied truth to those who are bound in their chains of sin in a way 
that showed his grace both in truth and love. Individually, we tend to lean one way or the other and see them 
as opposites. At times, this leads to tension in the PCA. Yet Jesus never showed tension – he was full of truth 
and grace. I think we saw Christ worked in both truth and love in leading us in the actions taken. 

First, a paper faithfully expounding God’s word on issues of sexuality was overwhelmingly adopted. This paper 
clearly states that marriage is between one man and one woman; that we are made, male and female, in God’s 
image; that all sexual desires outside of those bounds are sin – not only actions, but the desire itself is sin. That 
is something that we, from a reformed theology, can speak to because of our deep understanding of what it 
means to have a fallen nature. Our hearts themselves are by nature sinful – it is not only yielding to temptation 
that is sin, but the temptation within us itself is sin. Thus, we declared it is wrong to carry an identity – that is, 
something that we embrace that is by definition sin – alongside of declaring that we are a Christian. Moreover, 
we are called to put off the old man and put on the new self (Col 3:1-11) and put on the new self, created as a 
new creation in Christ (2 Cor 5:17). It is one thing to acknowledge that we fight against specific sins. We name 
our sin, but we are not named by them. We should not minimize in any way a person who acknowledges a 
deep-rooted sin they are seeking to put off. We also recognize that is a process – we fight against sin, and God 
will eventually complete that work in us by the power of the Holy Spirit (Phil 1:6, 1 Thess 4:1-5). So, we come 
alongside of all who seek to put off the old self – encouraging them in their struggle, pointing them repeatedly 
to Christ in whom is found the grace of forgiveness and the grace of transformation. We do that for all who are 
saved by Christ – no matter what that deep rooted sin may be, for we all have such sins. That includes those 
who are attracted to the same sex and for those who endure temptations regarding their gender. There’s much 
more in the paper, and we really encourage you to read it, especially the 12 statements in the front that are 
short but capture so well what Scripture teaches. You can find it online at https://pcaga.org/aicreport/ (or ask 
Andy for a copy). 

The second action addresses the need to make sure our officers – Teaching Elders, Ruling Elders, and Deacons 
– hold to and practice these truths in their own lives. Passages such as 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1 contain character 
qualifications for men that certainly all Christians should seek to develop, but are requirements in order to be 
ordained to these roles. We approved changes to requirements for officers that clarify what we have always 
held as true. They make clear that officers must actively be striving for holiness. In the specific areas of 
homosexuality, officers cannot deny that such desires are sin, nor a fundamental part of who we are and 
therefore impossible to change in this life, nor seek to be known by their sin rather than by Christ. This change 
was approved as well, and now goes to the presbyteries where 2/3 will need to approve it before next year’s 
GA, where it can be finalized. 

We know there was lots on social media, some accurate and some inaccurate – if you have questions, just ask 
Andy or Leon!  Thank you for your prayers. We both left encouraged in what God did last week, and thankful 
for our brothers and sisters in our branch of Christ’s Church.   



WE NEED YOUR HELP ON SUNDAYS! 
We are so thankful for the ways so many of you help and invest week-to-week.  Our Sunday morning would 
not work without our family working together to make this happen.  You are such a blessing and we are so 
thankful.  As we prepare for the fall and begin to start back there are places where we will need additional help.  
If you are not already involved or volunteering to help, please be in prayer about where you might be able to 
plug in.  In the next few weeks, we will have an insert in the bulletin with roles we need to fill.  

THE SNAPPLE OPEN ON JULY 10TH  
The Snapple Open will be our youth group’s first event over the summer where parents and youth are invited. 
On July 10th at 6:00pm we will all meet at Village Greens Mini golf course and whoever has the lowest score 
will win a case of Snapple. If you have any questions you can reach our Youth Director, Daniel Kreider, at 
dbkreider19@outlook.com. 

And 6th and 7th graders – don’t forget, you are now “graduated” to the youth group!  So please come to the 
Snapple Open! 

LADIES PRAYER NIGHT 

On Monday, July 12 at 6:45pm our ladies will come together to pray for our church, leaders, and programs in 
the Fall.  If you would like more information, please call Kathy Pickens at 443-571-0977. 

SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES FUNDRAISER 

Hopefully you’ve seen the new sign at the former Masonic Lodge saying that Solanco Neighborhood Ministries 
has a new future home!  God has grown this ministry that we and other local churches established to 
demonstrate the love of Christ through acts of mercy ministry to the area and has now provided a building to 
handle the growing needs here. It’s our hope and prayer that churches together can offer more resources – 
both assistance and equipping in life skills – that also give us all opportunities to bring people to their deepest 
need of all, hearing the gospel of Christ. 

On Wednesday, July 28th from 5:30-8:30 pm all are invited to the Britain Hill venue for a relaxing evening to 
learn more about Solanco Neighborhood Ministries.  Tickets are free – advance registration is suggested but 
not required!  Food trucks from Taste of Philly, G’s Concessions, and Kilby Cream will be there with food for 
purchase, there will be live acoustic music, and a gallery showing what God is doing in SNM. There’s no 
pressure to donate – but offerings are appreciated. 

SOLANCO NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRIES NEEDS 
Summer just started, but the new school year isn’t that far away. And with each new year, children need book 
bags and supplies for school. Solanco Neighborhood Ministries helps families in need by providing book bags 
each August.  If you can help, here’s the list of things you can donate for Elementary & Middle School kids: 

Boys/girls book bags, note/filler paper (1pkg), highlighters, folders, note cards, pencils, pens, erasers, pencil 
sharpener, binders, notebooks, pencil pouch, colored pencils, markers, scissors. 

Toiletries:  Deodorant, Travel size (toothpaste, toothbrush, hand sanitizer, hand lotion), Tissue packs (small, 
for backpacks) 

You can drop off supplies at the ministry anytime through Friday, August 6th.   

SONGS WE SING PLAYLIST  

We are excited to share a Spotify playlist curated by our Praise Team leaders that is a sample of the songs we 
sing on Sunday mornings. We hope this playlist is a source of encouragement and a resource for personal 
worship throughout the week. We look forward to updating this playlist periodically, so follow us at "Faith 
Church Quarryville" on Spotify to receive any updates or copy the song titles to create your own playlist to 
listen on your music platform of choice. You can access this playlist through the church website at 
the following link: https://faithrpc.org/media/music.  


