
FAITH FAMILY NEWS                 JULY 29,2021 
 

UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY 

This coming Sunday is August 1st – a new month, which means we also will come to the Lord’s Supper during 
worship. What a privilege we have been given by God, that He would give us this as a means by which he shows 
and seals upon our hearts his love for us, his possession of us, and his promise to us, all accomplished in and 
through the death and resurrection of Christ. It points us back to the Passover, reminding us that God rescued 
us from exile to the dominion of darkness and brought into his kingdom of light – all by Christ.  It points us 
forward to the “marriage supper of the Lamb” (Rev 19.9), the ultimate supper when we will see and know fully 
and completely forever the wonder of Jesus’ love and grace. But another word that many of us know this 
sacrament by is “Communion” – which is a great word as well.  Both are helpful, because we tend to understand 
that we have been solely by grace invited and brought to a “supper”, while “communion” reminds us of the 
connection that we have, also by grace alone, in Christ. 

As completely awesome the thought is that you and I were once separated from God, strangers to his covenant, 
without hope and without him (Eph 2:12), and by that by Christ and through Christ we have forgiveness of sins 
and his righteousness accounted to us; it is even more amazing that we can enjoy God, delight in His glory, be 
forever known as His children and loved as his children because we are in Christ. John Newton captured this 
thought well: “Communion presupposes union. By nature we are strangers, yea, enemies to God; but we are 
reconciled, brought nigh, and become his children, by faith in Christ Jesus. We can have no true knowledge of 
God, desire towards him, access unto him, or gracious communications from him, but in and through the Son 
of his love.” 

It’s hard enough for me to try to get my head around that thought alone. That once being an enemy of God 
(Rom 5:10), not just indifferent to God but actually being his enemy, seeking to overthrow his rightful place of 
rule in our lives – yet, God not only forgave that sin in sending the Son to bear that curse; not only declared us 
forgiven, even not only credits the righteousness of the Son to us and brings all the blessings of the covenant 
to us, but he actually declares us to be his children – with all of the affection and provision and care and 
protection and love as a child!  And the Father does that by uniting us to the Son. 

But here is one more amazing thought – that when Christ came to be born, when Jesus took flesh and bone to 
himself – the foundation of our union in him was laid. Christ came and took on our nature. He suffered every 
temptation that Satan could throw at him. He doesn’t just point a finger at us from afar or as a being that is 
completely foreign to us and say “don’t sin” – Jesus went through every trial with a real human body and soul 
perfectly. He knows our nature because he took it to himself. In a real sense, we are knit to him because he 
first knit our nature to himself. It gives us an assurance that we are truly his and is the basis for knowing the 
depths of our communion with him.  Again, Newton puts it far better: “we are delivered and secured from 
condemnation, we are accepted in the Beloved, we are united to him in all the fulness of the Godhead 
substantially dwells, and all the riches of divine wisdom, and power, and love, are treasured up. Thus in 
him…and by him…and through him as the living head of his mystical body the church, believers maintain 
communion with God.” 

And so, when we come to the Lord’s Supper, we come to Christ. He gives us bread, saying “this is my body 
which is for you”.  He gives us the cup, saying “this is my blood shed for you”.  Of course, they aren’t physically 
changed – but yet, spiritually, Jesus tells us that this is the reality of our being united to him.  And that having 
been knit to him the riches of his power to transform us, his wisdom to bring every thought captive to him, 
and his love to cause our hearts to adore him flow to us from him.  Come to His Table, to build your assurance 
of your being found in him every moment of every day. 

Grace and peace, 

Andy 

 



NEWS AND EVENTS 

TWO OPPORTUNITIES FOR HELP TO GET YOUR CHILD CLEARANCES 
Thank you to all who are helping, and have offered to help, with our children’s and youth ministries.  From the 
newborn infant all the way through high school, the things you do to help parents raise their children to love 
and serve the Lord Jesus Christ show your love and the value God places on them. 

We want to help anyone who needs to get an initial clearance, or to update an expired or soon-to-expire 
clearance – and we have two opportunities to do that!  On the evenings of Thursday, August 5th and 
Wednesday, August 11 from 6:00-9:00 PM we will have staff available with computers to help you work through 
the state websites to get your child worker and background checks.  Of course you can do this at home on your 
own computer, but we know from experience that these web sites sometimes don’t work as well as we’d like. 

Also, our policies for providing a safe and welcoming environment for our covenant children require all workers 
to be trained in how to care for and protect children. The training is called “Darkness to Light” (or, if you have 
a certificate from similar training elsewhere, we can accept that as an alternative).  You can take that online – 
or, even better, Heidi Scott is certified as a trainer and will teach the class in person. We do need a minimum 
number of attendees to offer an in-person class – please call the church office to register.  

Even if you think you might help with our covenant children someday, please take advantage of this!  We need 
to know how many are coming and when, so please call the church office (717.786.7559) to let us know. 

SOLID ROCK FUNDRAISER 
Solid Rock’s 4th annual 5K is on August 7th for both runners and walkers!  The race takes place on the Enola Low 
Grade Trail and it’s a flat, out and back course.  The 5K begins at 9:00 AM but they will have a Fun Run for 
children 12 and under at 8:30 AM. This year there will be a few obstacles added to the Fun Run and are also 
including shirts for the Fun Run participants. Please visit their website for more information and/or to register! 
https://www.solidrockquarryville.com/run.   
  


