
FAITH FAMILY NEWS           DECEMBER 1,2021 
 

UPDATE FROM PASTOR ANDY 

December is here! Most important, of course, it means that Christmas is nearly here, and a time to just be over-
awed by the reality of all that God did in the birth of Jesus Christ. And with that comes time to celebrate that 
wonderful news with friends and family over many meals and times together. We get to enjoy seeing all of the 
lights on houses and landscaping that penetrate the dark of night, again reminding that Jesus came and 
brought the light of life into the world. December also means the weather gets colder. Exactly one-half of the 
Pickens household is excited about that. (The other half begins counting days until spring.)  But also, the 
coming of December means that we will come to the Lord’s Supper this Sunday during worship. I hope you 
take some time this week to reflect on this gift that God gives us as a means by which he causes us to know his 
grace more and more.  Here’s a short thought you might consider: 

Philippians 2:6-7 tells us about the vast humility that Christ exercised in his birth. It says, “though he was in the 
form of God, (he) did not count equality with God as a thing to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.” When we think of Jesus’ birth, we wouldn’t go far 
before we remembered that he was born in a manger. Babies are born all the time around us. Some in the 
hospital, some in the home; yet either way it is a safe and warm and comfortable location. Jesus, however, 
was born in a manger. No lights, no furnace to give warmth, no seclusion for privacy and dignity other than 
perhaps a curtain quickly hung over the entrance to a donkey’s stall.  Could there be much more of a humble 
place?  And a manger sets the stage for what his life would be. Jesus had no home of his own, no place to lay 
his head – he would even be buried in a borrowed tomb. He had no royal robes, nor the clothing that the rich 
and well-off would have, nor the priestly coat and ephod and breastplate to be worn when interceding for the 
people before God, but instead the simple garment of an ordinary man.  And ultimately, he would die, even 
stripped of that garment, on the indignity of a cross hewn from wood, just as the manger was. 

His humility also shows in that he took to himself a true, human body. What humility that is! Spurgeon 
captured it well – “It would have been great condescension for the infinite and incomprehensible Jehovah to 
have taken upon himself the nature of some noble spiritual being, such as a seraph or cherub…but for God to 
be one with man is far more.”  Even though the angels are created, they serve now in heaven before the glory 
of God’s throne.  But humans live and toil on this earth which itself is groaning and subject to the bondage of 
decay waiting for the revealing of the children of God. He goes on to remind us that we are but from dust and 
return to dust – that is the body that Jesus took to himself. And even more amazing is that Jesus came and 
took the nature of beings that have sinned. Again, not of a celestial being that is not fallen, but in human flesh. 
“By sending his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3). Not, 
of course, that he took fallen human nature to himself, but that he took the same nature that Adam originally 
had.  And that nature suffered, hungered, enduring external temptations, knowing sorrow, betrayal, being 
hated, and ultimately dying. 

The passage in Philippians 2 begins with these words in verse 5 – “Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus”. What is “this mind”? It’s the mindset of humility. So, in thinking about coming to his 
table this week, how is your mindset? Is it one of humility? It takes humility to seek to reconcile with others. It 
takes humility to let go of our personal preferences for the sake of loving another in Christ. Jesus came and 
humbled himself – giving his body and blood in your place, as a substitutionary sacrifice, out of humility. And 
in grace and mercy, he gives you the bread and the cup, to cause you to know him and grow in his true humility. 

Grace and peace, 

Andy  



NEWS AND EVENTS 

PRAYER FOR BETH GOUGH’S FAMILY 
Yesterday morning the Lord brought Beth Gough’s son-in-law, Ben Brown, to his eternal home. We’ve been 
praying for Ben for some time now as he battled with cancer. His race is finished now, and we praise God that 
he will know nothing but joy for all eternity. Indeed, “precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” 
(Psalm 116:15)  Yet, we also sorrow with Beth, and her daughter Jasmine and their little children who are all 
weeping through losing a father, husband, and son-in-law. Pray for them, that they would be comforted with 
God’s promise that he is the father to the fatherless, and protector of widows (Psalm 68:5). We will let you all 
know if there’s any practical helps, but most important, pray with and for them all that the Lord would 
surround them with the comfort and love of Jesus Christ. 

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES  
We are fully into the Advent season now – a wonderful time of year when we celebrate the heights of God’s 
love for us in sending a Savior.  We will have several special times to rejoice with each other and lift each other’s 
eyes to Christ this month: 

 Several Life Groups will take a week to meet for celebration and fellowship – check with your Life 
Group leader for information. 

 The Youth Group will have their Christmas celebration on Sunday, Dec. 12th at the Rineer’s home from 
6-8 pm.  Talk with Daniel for more details. 

 Our worship service on December 19th will have special music as we sing over our Savior’s birth. 
 We’ll have our traditional candlelight service on Christmas Eve (Friday the 24th) at 6:30 pm with 

readings and carols.  (The Youth will be our ushers and greeters – they’ll meet here at the church early 
in the afternoon to get ready and go out for their formal Christmas Eve dinner at Chez Burger-King.) 

We hope you’ll be here as we gather together in wonder and awe at the mighty work of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit in the incarnation this Christmas. 

ANGEL TREE UPDATE 
Thank you, thank you to everyone who collected an Angel Tree ornament!  We thank God for your hearts to 
display the compassion and love of Christ to children who have a parent incarcerated.   

We also know many of you will have the joy of delivering the gift and being able to share about the greater gift 
that Jesus Christ offers!  For those who cannot deliver the gift yourself, please remember to bring it with you 
to worship on Sunday, December 12 so that we can arrange for delivery.   

COMMUNITY CHOIR CONCERT THIS SUNDAY 
SLC Community Choirs will present Sounds of the Season on Sunday, December 5th at Chestnut Level 
Presbyterian Church.  The concert begins at 3:00PM, doors open at 2:30.  The concert is free of charge, but 
donations will be accepted at the door to benefit Solanco Neighborhood Ministries.  The Crescendo Choir is 
comprised of over 30 singers from the Solanco community and beyond and have been rehearsing since mid-
September.  After having nearly 18 months without gathering to sing due to the pandemic, Crescendo is 
excited to welcome you to the church sanctuary and fill your hearts with joy as they present a variety of 
repertoire to ring in the Christmas season 

BREAKAWAY RETREAT 
Breakaway is a presbytery wide youth retreat where we will have around 10 sister church's youth groups 
attending. It is at Blue Mountain Christian Retreat about an hour and a half north from here. This year the 
theme for Breakaway is “Reboot and Restore.” We live in a world that is broken and it is easy for us in the 
church to start to look like the world. We will look at where is the “good”, “love”, “hope” and “truth”. 
Breakaway also provides plenty of opportunities to make new friends as well as strengthen current friendships. 
There’s plenty of good food, fun, and laughter. It all makes for a great weekend that you won’t want to miss! 
Block the dates from February 18th through the 20th on your calendar! The registration forms will be coming 
your way soon - see Daniel Kreider for more details.  


